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INTRODUCTION 
 

Since November 2021, Russia has amassed over 120,000 troops on the border with Ukraine, causing global alarm 

over a possibility of a new invasion. This show of force is playing out in cyberspace as well, with pro-Russia and 

anti-US/NATO actors spreading disinformation and propaganda on social media. From November 2021, Mythos 

Labs leveraged its AI-based MIDAC software, as well as the expertise of local researchers, to identify and analyze 

Ukraine-related disinformation and propaganda on Twitter. This is the second in a series of reports analyzing 

Twitter disinformation/propaganda about Ukraine. 

 

KEY FINDINGS 
 

1. Number of Twitter Accounts Spreading Pro-Russian Disinformation/Propaganda increased 

dramatically in December and Early January compared to November 2021 

Between December 1, 2021 and January 5, 2022, Mythos Labs identified 697 accounts spreading pro-Russian 

disinformation/propaganda about Ukraine, compared to just 58 such accounts identified in all of November, 

2021. Moreover, the number of new accounts identified each week steadily increased throughout December 

and early January, except during the winter holiday period. The volume of Ukraine-related tweets by accounts 

spreading pro-Russian disinformation/propaganda in December also increased by 375% compared to 

November and by 3,270% compared to September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Growth in Number of Accounts Spreading Pro-Russian Disinformation/Propaganda  

Figure 2: Growth in Ukraine-related Tweets by Accounts Spreading Pro-Russian Disinformation/Propaganda 
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ANSA (Italy), BuzzFeed News, NPR (USA), ABC (Australia) and RSI (Switzerland). A Non-

resident Fellow at the Center for European Policy Analysis (CEPA), Olga co-authored an 
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ABOUT MYTHOS LABS 

Mythos Labs is a social enterprise that uses technology and media to counter online harm and 

mis/disinformation. Mythos Labs’ primary activities include using its AI-based technology MIDAC to 

research mis/disinformation, creating “edutaining” viral videos that convey positive narratives and 

conducting digital literacy capacity building programs.  
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