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PRELIMTIINAR Y_‘W OCRDS

The relations between the Jewish and Arab population
in Argéhtina haﬁe always féen nornal. There is no genuine
problem to disturh thei; peaceful co-existence, but there
exists an increasing tehdency to project among us the

hate felt by the feudal rulers in the Middle East against
the State of Israel, attempting to convert it here in
anti—Jewish activity; The Arabs' "anti-Semitisn" is per se
an incongruity in their way of defining racialism,since
they, too, are Semitgs. However, the confabulation of

the Arab anti-Jewish feelings with nazism and other dark
forces explains such aberration,whose seriousness 1is
aggravated by the disturbance created in Argentine life
and the danger it recpresents for the pceople's unity.

The present paper,without claiming to be exhawstive,
intends to study the evolution of this hostility, artifi-
cially promoted from abroad. Confronted with these intole-
"rable manifestations,the Jews renew their confidence that
here as in the Middle East,reason and solidarity shall

prevail over irrational hate and unjustified aggression.-

April 1958.-



CHAPTER T

GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE ARABS IN ARGENTINA

The Arab population in Argentina,including persons of
Aradb origin, amountsyaccording to unofficial estimates, to some
400 to 500,000 persons.Of them,some 50,000 reside in Buenos Aires.

The first Arabs came to this country in 1868 and during
the later part of the last century there was a great immigratury
current nf Arabs to the Argentina.

The Arab immigrants settled in the entire territorial
extension of the country,; i.e. in the rich as well as in the
80-called pocr arease.

Dr.Santiage M.Peralta, former director of the Migration
Office,whose well known pro-Arab inclination made him publish a
book called "The Action .of the Arab People in Argentina - some
notes on Immigration®, says in various parts of it that the Arabs,
who initially arrived as settlers and agricultors, soon became
businessmen and peddlers.Hé states that the immense majority of
the Arabs are busilnessmen,adding that in every province they
crecated centers of Arab tradesmen, of independent status.Many
powerful commercial concerns in this country are of Arab origin,
specially so in the textile branch. In the Capital they have
constituted typical quarters,grouped in families according to
the country of origin or to faith.-

While the Arabs are dispersed through the whole country,
their numbers are greater in provinces like Catamarca,Santiago del
Estero,Tucumén and La Rioja.

The same Dr.Peralta says :"In poor regions,where the
European does not settle, duec to the climate and the surroundings,
the Arab establishes nimself generally as shopkeeper,start¥s working
like everybody else and crowns his carreer devoting himself o
national politics,which he does passionately.He marries native
women and cares that his children be loyal Argentines.He is the
most easily adapted of all immigrants who come to these beaches;
he may be compared to the Spaniard as to the blood in his veins."
This quotation confirms amply the great assimilability of the
Arabs and of +their descendants to the Argentine way of life.
Solely due to external events of recent years and also to the
action of emissaries who came specially from abroad,has there
been an awakening in many Arabs and also in their desgcendants of
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the second and third generation of a feeling of solidarity and
attachment to the cause of the Arab people of the Middle East,

a feeling which the Arab League and other foreign agents are
trying to channel into a great nationalist Arab movement, an
objegtive which they have not yet achieved in the measure desired.

The majority of the Arabs in our country is of Syrian-
Lebanese origir; few of them are from Palestina,Mesopotamy,Egypt
and North Africa. Most of them are Christians pertaining to the
Syrian Church,Roman Catholics,Orthodox,Schismatics,of the Greek
Rite or other sects.-

The Arad immigrants display a high birthrate and their
Physical and psychological traits are - according to Dr.Peralta -
so similar to those of the natives that "in the regions of the
interior they are as Argentine as the Mestees,".-

Generally,the Arab communities are not known as of
great cultural level.There are Arabs in all the professions and
in all activities spiritual and intcllectual,but they participate
to a very small degrce in the universities,in the scientific
centers and in literary activities,and not many Arabs are
outstanding in these fields.-

CHAPTER IT

THE RELATIONS BETWEEN ARABS AND JEWS IN ARGENTINA.

There have always been good relations between the Arab
vommunities and the Jews in Argentina,especially between the
Syrian-Lebanese Jews and the Arabs from the same countries,either
due to their common Semitic origin or due to the common interests
- which brought them in contact in this land.The close commercial
relation between the members of these communities has always
been well known,It cannot be said that it has disappeared now,
but it is rather of a personal character and not demonstratively
official,This change has takey place since the establishment
of the State of Israel and the Independence war,in 1948,-

The great Jewish textile firms,c.g.,have been closely
associated with the great Arab industrialists and Businessmen,
to the pojnt that they were all generally taken by the people
to be Arabs or "Turks".Furthermore,even today,it can easily be
‘observed how Jewish and Syrian-Lebanese or other Arab Businessmen
fraternize,when their shops are .contiguous in certain guarters.
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Good examples of such attitude can be observed in quarters like
"Once" or "Canning®.

It 1s worthwhile tu stress, as a symbol of this frater-
nizing,that among the founders and directors af the Syrian -
Lebanese Bank there were a good many Jews of that origin,and
even today a great number of Jewish firms, Sephardic as well
as Ashkenazi, operate with said Bank.

Currently there are several radio transmissions for
the Arab community on the local broadcasts, While.in them
Jews or the State of Israel cannot be attacked, as a consequence
of the standing regulations on broadeasts, it is obvious, on the
other hand,that no trace of friendship toawrds Jews or Israel
can be expected. Nonetheless, there .gists a transmission,
given over L.S.6 Radio del Pueblo, in which Syrian-Lebanese
Arabs and Jews mix in the advertising; this transmission is far
from being aggressive with regard 4o Jews.-

In order to give an idea of the kind of cordial
relations which reigned among thesc communities, we wish to
to record that Jewish names,like José Jorge and Moisés Tobal
appeared in the exeeutive committee of the Syrian-Lebanese
Wellfare Society (Patronato Sirio~Libanés), in September 1946,
together with names like Moisés José Azize,Tufik Sarquis etec.,
who took par¥ in the Arab na’dionalist movements of the last
years.-

In August 1946 the executive committee of the Syrian-
Lebanese Chamber of Commerce displayed Jewish names like Elias
Teubal and Victor Yattah.-

In June 1946 a mission oi the Lebanese government
arrived here,headed by the plenipotentiary minister Dr.Yusef
Sauda.Among the many friendship demonsitrations which were
tendered to the mission,there was one of the Syrian-Lebanese ,
Jewish comnmunity,which organized a reeeption in the Plaza Hotel.
On that occasion the speakers were Nellem Yacar,currently a leader
of the Sephardic United Appeal for Israel,Mr.Nissim Teubal,
distinguishcd leader of the Sephardie community and Dr.Sauda,
who acknowledged the reception on behalf of his government,
expressing that "Judaism and the Lebanese people will allrays
be united,with the same patriotic and national feeling,without
difference of race or faith".-

In this respect it is worthwhile remembering that this
reception was duly announced and commented by the "EL Diario
Sirio Libanés",in its edition of Junae 12th,1946., This attitude
contrasts with the line taken by the same journal since the
establishment of the State of Isracl.-
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It may be noted too that several days later the Syrian-
Lebanese community tendered Dr.Sauda a reception in "Les Amba-
ssadeurs",at which Eifas Andraos,m1381onary clergyman,was present.
He won certain notoriety lately with the publication of two -
pamphlets and an article in the catholic paper "E1 Pueblo",of
Buenos Aires, in which he propagated the slander of the desecration
of the holy sites in Jerusalem by Jews and spoke of the perse-
cution against the catholic Church in Israel.Alsc present in
that reception was Rosendo Allub,notoricus for his important
funetions in the Peronist movenent,and Mr.Elias Richa,then
chairman of the Lebanese Patriotic Association,who presided the
reception and who,in later years,led several solidarity campaigns
with the Arab countries in their strugsle against Isracl.-—

e The amples cited above serve to visualize the degree of
friendship and cordiality which existed between the Jewish and
the Arab communities.Currently there are many arabs, many of
respected status,who feel favourably towards the Jews and fervently
wish for peace between Israel and the Arad countries,so that both
commnunitics may fraternize She world over.But the hostile atmos-
phere created by the objective factors, and which was and is
being sharpened by the Arab emissaries, creating false conflicts
and heating animadversions,hinders those Arabs bto take steps
towards the creation ofi some official body which wmight publicly
symbolize the Arab-Jewish friendship. In our institutional
circles much thought was glven this matter,and the Latin-American
Convention for the Peace in the Middle East,celebrated in Monte-
video during March 1956 stressed the need to support such initia-
tives,though attenpts in that direcction failed,.-

Summarizing,it may be said that generally, there is no
bad feeling on the part of the Arabs,taken individually,against
their Jewish neighbours,i.e.,anong the great Arab mass there are
no firmly rooted anti-Jewish feclings,but the segregation is
apparent among the lcading classes,in the institutional life and
amnong those who hold some representative position; these people
avoid being btaken putiicly as connectced to Jews by bonds of
friendship.,.

CHAPTIR III
THE ARABS AND THE ALRGENTINE GOVERNMENT DURING 1945 ~1955

If we look at the political situntion of the Argentine
Republic arcund the years 1945 1946, we remember that the Arabs
placed themselves in open oppesition to the sectors of firm
denocratic tradition grouped around the "Unidén Democrdtica", due
to the belief that "if they come to rule,the men of the Unidn
Democridtica will pronounce thenselves infallibly against the
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Arab rights and in favour of the zionist pretensions,whenever
there will be an issue in the Council of the United Nations.™
These are the textual words of Rafael Lahoud (who deployed great
a¢tion later in Arab campaigns),published by the journal "La Calle",
‘on the 21lst December 1945. It should be recorded that this
"Infallibly favourable vote to the zionist pretensions" on the
part of certain sectors of the "Unidén Democrdtica" was not so
certain,but,anyhow,it was obvious that the "Comité Argentino Pro-
Palestina" was composed of people pertaining to this political
front,with many great friends of the #Zionist cause.The words of
Lahoud in this regard are illustrative: "The groups of the "Unidn
Democerdtica" have stated,one after the other, their firm support
of the Zionist pretensions in Palestine.That means that these

- groups,meddling in affairs that don't regard them,have declared
themselves publicly as enemies of all the Syrians and Lebanese
residing in the country,forcing them to adopt eonsequently an
attitude of obstinate opposition.For these reasons, the 400,000
Syrians and Lebanese and their descendants are firmly opposed to
the socalled Unidén Democrdtica and must prevent at any cost its
taking the power.Their national interests impose this attitude,
as it ig imposed as well by the blood of their martyrs, generously
and abundantly shed in many encounters",(Our cmphasis).

Already under the government of the de facto president,
General E.J.Parrel, immediate forerunner of Perdn,certain measures
were adopted that deserved the acknowledgment of the Arab community,
as for example the establishment of diplomatic relations with the
Lebanese Republic, Saudi Arabia and Irak, the support in the
United Nations of Arab positions, the privileges granted by the
then Director of Migrations,intimately connected with the Presi-
dency,Pr.Santiago M.Peralta, who authorized the settlement in our
country of 3,000 Arab families, to whom '"the State will give
land in order to root themselves firmly in the country as colonists
and not ashdnesmen.It 1s nocoincidence that while through diverse
administrative measures adopted by the same Dr.Peralta,the immie
groetion of Jewish families to Argentina was prevented, though most
of them had been rescued from thce war,the Director of the Migration
Office should say:"I want to bring in several tens of thousands of
Arabs, You know that the only thing -T miss in my friendship with
you is the fact that I am no mosiem myself".(From statements made
to the journal "La Natura",published the 30th January 1946.)

On the lst Junce 1946,the Slriam~lLebanaese Communities offered tothe
Provisional President General E.J.Farrel a reception of hommage
in "Les Ambassadeurs'",together with the Argentine foreign minister
Dr.Juan I.Cooke,and the former Argentine minister in Great Britain,
Dr.Miguel Angel Cdrcano.-
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Immediately after the electoral triumph of General Perdn,
the authorities of the Syrian-Lebanese Club "Honor y Patria"
tendered a dinner to the Eng.Ramdn Asis, an outstanding member of
that community,elected vice~governor of Cordoba Province.Similar
tributes were rendered to him in his own city of Cérdoba and
other places,

The same Club "Honor y Patria",offered on the 30th
October 1946 a reception for the interior minister Angel G.
Borlenghi.This hommage was led by the national member of parliament
Rosendo Allub,member of the Arab community.-

Many Arabs or descendants from Arabs occupied high posi-
'tlons and important posts in the government of General Perdn,espe-
cillay in the national and provincial parliaments,in the province
governments,etc. There is no point in enumerating them; we shall
mention only the ex senator Ledbnidas Vicente Saadi,not only for the
outstanding part he played in the peronist government, but also
because he is active in the present politics of the country and has
founded a party,the "Partido Populista",neo-peronistin character,
In the newspaper "Democracia" of August 26,1946, it is steessed that
in the parliament of the Jlatamarca Province,'"his brother Antonio
and his cousins Jalil Nellar,Aybur Damaceno,Alberto Seleme and
- Bramd Maji" are deputies,

In the parliament of Santiago del Estero there was also
a good number of members pertaining to the Arab comnunities.This
was ironically stressed by a magazine,saying that '"the oficial
language in the Santiago del Estero parliament should be Syrian-—
Lebanese,since they form majority."

, On the 10th August 1946 the Sociedad Siria Yabrudense
presented General Perdn with a gold plaquette, as tribute of the
: SmiQMCommunlty.

. In 1947,while Dr,José Arce headed the Argentine delegation
to the UN, our nountry took in that international body a stand con=-
trary to the partition of Palestine,end in agreement with the Arab
position. This caused & great wave of friendship towards the Argen=-
tine government on the part of the Arab communities in the country.
Thus,from many cities cables were despatched to the President, to
the foreign minister (then Dr.Juan Atilio Bramuglia,who later lost
Perdn's friendship and who leads presently the Unlon Popular party,
of neo-peronist character),and to the delegate before the UN.

Among others,there were cables from the Syrian-Lebanese soclety of
Santiago del Estero,from the Arab journal "Los Dones" in Tucumén,
from the Syrian~Lebanese society in Jujuy,the Syrian-Lebanese club
of San Juan, from the Areh-Moslem society in Cérdoba, from the
Syrian commercial center,on behalf of the Syrian-Lebanese community
of Campo Santo,Salta; from Basilio Sabha,representing the Arab
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League in Tartagal (Salta), znd from the Central Arab Commlttee for
Aid to Pales*ine, signed by its general sccretary,Elfias Richa. The
paper "El1 Labo.ista™ published,on the 21lst October 1947 an ample ,
illustrated note,headed "An Arab subjcct thanks Perdn for our policy".-

Around that time arrived to Argentina the Lebanese minister,Dr.
Gabriel Tueni. The newspaper "Democracia'" published an ample inter-
‘view with Dr.Tueni,full of very complimentary words for General Perdn,
headed:"Lebanon,like our country,stakes its hopes in a Five Year
Plan.Dr.Tueni ,ministzr in Argentina,said so."

The Arab comnunities generslliy,and in particular the Syrlan-
Lebanese club "Honor y Patria" of Buenos Aires,usaed to organize
periodically hommages and recepticns for public officials,ministers,
Peronist deputies,etc., in order to express the acknowledgment for
their pro-Arab attitudes, or to win their good-will,

Thus,a reception was tendered the former finance nminister
Dr.Ranmén A.Cereijo (July 1st,1948).-

Cn September 18,1950,General Perdn was rewarded the Crder of
Umaya,granted to h'n by the Syrian governument,given for the first
time to a non-Arab ruler,

In July 1950 it was aaounced that the Constituent Assembly
of Syria had approved a request to the government to give the nane
"Argentina" to a street in Danascus "as token of the close diplomatic
relations between Syria and Argentina,resulting from a long history,
and in view of the fact that our brethren,the immigrants,find in
that country protection for thelr rights,the closest attention to
- their problems and an immense concern for their interests,relatiouns
- fully tried in all international fields and world diplomatic
congresses."”

On August 30,1950,the Arah speaking comnunities in our country
offered a hommage in "Les Ambassadeurs" to General Perén and to
his wife.According to the newspapers "it displayed once more the
feelings of solidarity of the industrious nenhors of these communi-
ties,in their svpport of the government and of the preeident,and of
the worthy work in the social field of his espouse." On that occasion,
anong others,spoke Mr.Elfas Richa,well known for his work among the
Arab community.In an interview published by "La Epoea" on April 19,
1954 ,this gentleouan expressed that "If only Perdn could specak during
two minutes to each inhabitant,the whole world would be Peronist."

The paper introduces Mr.Richa as president of the Lebanese
House,and the interview was given on occasion of the hommage which
on the following day was to be offered by the Arab residents of our
country to General Perdn,in "Les Anbassadeurs'". On that ocecasion
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he expressed: "General Perdén deserves our gratitude because,thanks
to him, to his vision of a great statesman,he was able to
appreciate the importance and the weight of the Arab speaking
countries in the world concert of the nations,which can, together
with their peoples,arbitrate the international controvergy between
Orient and Cccident. In effect,Perdn was the first constitutional
President of Argentina who established formal relations with

the Arab speaking'countries,raising;them in the prestige and

the dignity of the world consensus." Other presidents had
expressed laudatory words for cur conmunity, but not one of

them recogriized them in the legal international field." He

termed General Perdn "The statesman of greatcest genius in the
world", "After Napoleon,the world had not scen a figure of

such unique traits like those who embellish the personality of

the Leader"., For his part,the cditor concludes saying that

"Don Elfas Richa is one of the framers of the community which
counts more than onemillion Arabs and Arab descendants,and

© who collaborated morally and materially in the establishment

of more than twenty social,cultural and beneficent institutions,
banks and hospitals."

" For his part,the foreign minister of Lebanon,Dr.Tacla,
reawrded Perdn and his wife with the insignia of the Order of
Merit in its highest rank,and with the National Order of Cedar,
respectively.Dr.Tacla was given in National Congress a reception
in the hall of honour of the Chamber's presidency.-

A note in the newspaper "Democracia" on the 6th March,
1952, informs that "The legation of Egypt in our country has
decided to direct the acquisition and diffusion in the Middle
Fast of the Arab edition of the book "La Razbn de mi Vida",by
the wife of the Republic's Fresi’ent,Mrs.Eva Perdn' .-

It is interesting to rotc that on August 23d4,1955, i.e.
20 days before Berdn's fall,the paper "EL Lider" brought the
announcenent of the ereation ¢f the Chair for Arad Studies
in the Department for Modern Languages in the Huner ities
Faculty of the Mendoza University.

We wish to add one reflexion to these facts relating to
the kind of relations which existed between the distinect
elements acting on behalf of the Arab communities,without being
disauthorized,and the "de facto" regime of General Farrel and
his successor,General Perdn,and also to the repeated displays
of mutual fricendship between the Arab diplomatic missions and
" the Peronist government and their “justicialist" conception.
A1l this would not have had any particular signifieance for the
Jewish community of the country, had it not coineided with the
troubled years immediately after the war,the serious disturban-

ces in the Middle “ast ,0f the struggle for the establishment
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of the Jewish State,Israel's invasion by Arab armies and the
entire sequel of facts generally known,which contributed to the
situation that any Ara activity,either in Argentina or in any
other place,should appear as opposed to the Jewish community of
that place,in a competition for the obtention of the official
government support and the good will of the public opinion.

CHAPTER IV
ARAB ACTIVITIES AND PROPAGANDA DURING THE YEARS 1946-1950.

It is obvious that the characteristic traits of the Arab
propagandistic activities in our country changed during these
years in accordance with the changes wrought in the Middle
East!s situation. It is,nonetheless interesting to point out
that in the action developed during these years,certain persons
had notoriocus parts,and even today play an active role in
 the caupaigns,which formerly appeared to be only anti-Zionist,
but. which now are openly anti-Jewish.=

In other parts of this paper we mention Elias Richa.Well,
this gentleman was the main figure and the spokesman of the
Central Arab Committee for Help %o Palestine,which,as could be
surmised, did not limit its scope to aid,but played an active
role politically.=-We can state that practically there was no
action of certain 4mport, with respcect to Arab nationalist propa-
ganda, in which Mr.Elias Richa did not figure.We also wish to
record,marginally, that he served as link of union .beiween the
Arab connunity and the Peronist government and movement,whose
regime he diligently propagandized.-

Another character of nearly equal nature is Ibrahim Hallar,
Director of the National Arab Library in Argentina, who always
appeared as Spanish speaksr in the neetings organized by the
Arab Central Committee (22-2-48 in the Astral Theater).-

On January 16,1947 he spoke in a meeting organized by the
Syrian-Lebanese club,to render tribute to Emilio Constantino,
editor of "E1 Diario Sirdo-Libanés".-

In a public meeting on November 2d 1947, in the San Martin
Square,at which some 4,000 persons attended "in order to express
to the Argentine people and government their acknowledgment for
the attitude adopted by the official delegation of our country
before the assembly of the UN, in defense of the Palestine
“sovereignty",Mr.Elfas Richa spoke in Arabic. An official dele-
gation of the Arab States for Palestine also spoke,and then,
in his capacity af vice-secretary of the Central Committee for
Aid to Arab Palestine in Buenos Aires,Mr.Ibrahin H.Hallar was
given the word.After quoting sentences pronounced by General
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Perén in his 17 October speech,referring to international poli-
tics,and after commenting the Argentine position,he added:" We
are congregated today around this symbol of Argentina,and we
have selected precisely this day,November 2nd, because 30 years
have passed since Lord Balfour stated in his famous letter the
pledge to give to the Hebrews,without a justifying cause,a
National Jewish Home in Palestine.And it wasprecisely from this
day on,November second 1917,that bloodshed and violence have
occurred daily in the Holy Land, formerly happy."

During September,1947 a delegation of the Arab Btates for
Palestine came here, on a tour of Chile and other countries
in South and Central America.The mecetings and visits made by
the members of This official delezation, not only in Buenos
Adires, but also in the more important cities of the interior,
were amply commented by the whole Argentine press.Their visits
to the headquarters of the provincial papers got very wide
and laudatory comment ('Los Andeg",Mendogza,November 21,1947;
"El Diario",September 27,1947; "Ultimes Noticias",Mendoza,
November 20,1947; "La Fronda",October 7,1947,ctc.).

In many of these visits to the newspapers and in public
neetings,the Arab delegates were introduced by Ibrahim H.Hallar.
The same thing occurred during the lectures given while on
visit here by Dr.Mahmoud Azmi Bey,nenber of the ArablLeague
and vice-chairman of the press subcomriittee of the UN (1947) .-

We record all this material because Ibrahim Hallar again
became notorious,and more assiduously so, since the start of
the conflict about the nationalization of the Suez Canal. In
November 1956 a pamphlet,signed by Ibkahin Hallar was published,
and distributed in the whole country.lt was particularly amply
displayed in Mendoza,This pamphlet is full of diatribes against
the Western powers and Israel,extolling Nasser and his political
position in the Middle East.Hallar was also interviewed
severally in journals and weeklies of political character, in
which he was introduced as the "well known journalist”, We can
get a good idea of the above mentioned pamphlet in the sunmary
of its concluding part:

"There is no persecution of the Jews, and there never was,on
the part of the Arab peoples,All have their due place,without
racial or religious discrinminaticn.Zionists have no admission.
The State of Israel 1s artificilal; it lives thanks to the I
‘Zionist aid from the whole world,The Zionists do not consider
themselves citizens of the eountry in which they were born,and
claim to be citizens of Israel.Therefore Israel constitutes
a source of disturbances; it breaks the unity of the Aradb countries
and forms a center whick responds to Imperialism.The proof is
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at hand in the latest aggression in connivance with France and
Great Britain!-

In December 1946 a meeting took place in the Syrian-Lebanese
club "Honor y Patria" on occasion of a new anniversary of Mohamed's
birthday,and one of *he speakers was Moisés J.Azize.As special
honour guest to the dinner organized on the occasion,figured
the former Director of the Migrations Jffice, Dr. Santiago M.
Peralta,and one of the speakers was Hector F.Miri,who 1s also
author of a booklet published after the Sinai action, in which
he refers to the struggle for oil and the Suez Canal.

We again find Elias Richa's name in other events: during
a memorial tribute to the Emir Emin Arslan,when he spoke on
behalf of the Central Arab Committcée for Aid to Palestine; and
on ocecasion of a farewell meeting for Captain Mansour Lahoud,
alde de.camp to the President of the Lebanese Republic,Februarxry
8,1946 ,w#hen Mr.Richa was chairman of the Asociacién Patridtica
Libanesa. :

.In a clipping from the Diaric Sirio-Libanés of May 20,
1948, we read:"On the 234 of this month a solemn mass will be
officiated in the Greek-Catholic Church of San Jorge,in Cérdoba,
to pray for the triumph of the just and noble cause of the Arab
people,which fights in these moments in the holy land of our
fathers, and for the glory and eternal rest of the fallen in
defense of the rights of the koly Arab cause.The very reverends
fathers Mdximos Chalhub and Atanasio Parah, in patriotic manner
and with divine inspiration,will officiate said mass.We invite,
thus,all Arabs and friends of the cause,to pray united and with
holy fervour,asking of the Almighty the triumph of right and
justice,with which our brethren shed their biood there,far
away but near to our hearts:the Land of the Arabs".-

It should be remembered that this is about the days
when the Arab armies invaded the new--born State of Israel.
Recently,on July 30,1957,the name of the rev.Atanasio Farah
appeared again,when the newspaper "La Capital", of Rosario,
published a slanderous article against the Jews and Israel,under
the title "What happens in Israel?",It was about the persecution
of the minorities and of the Arabs,the desecration of the holy
places,etc..The same paper was forced to publish later, under
the impact of energetical protests sent to it,and article in
response to PFarah's,signed by a well known Jewish leader of
Rosario,Dr.Belfer. The Arab Maronite priest Atanasio Farah.
does not seem to enjoy great prestige in Rosarian circles.
His record is not relevant.-
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In this report we have fleetingly mentioned several
institutions which ocecasionally reached wide resonance in the
public opinion with their propaganda.For instance: the Syrilan—~
Lebanese club,Honor y Patria, the Central Arab Committee for
Aid to Palestine, the Official Delegation of the Arab States
in favour of Palestine, the Lebanese Patriotic Assccilation,etc..
We must add to them the Arab Executive Committee pro Defense
of Palestine,of short existence,but which,in November 1947,
called in the Homs Club,Melo Street 1902, "an assembly to
consider the best way %o coordinate the activities of all the
Arabs in defense of Palestine." An enormous task was also per-
formed by the so called Permanent Committee of the TFirst
Panarabic Congress in America,of whose activities there is
a record for the year 1946.In Mey of fthat year it issued a
statement,intredecing itself as "identified with the Arab
League of ' Cairo",saying,inter alia, that "Palestine pertains
integrally to i+s people'",and v:i:jecting the United States!
recomuendations "for the entry of one hundred thousand European
citlizens of Hebrew religion to Palestine, a proposal which
violates the principles invoked",- On June 27 of the same year,
"La Prensa" publishes a statement of this body "which groups
the most representative institutions of those nationalities in
our country and in the whole South American continent",in which
it extolls the personality of Hadj Amin E1 Husseini, Grand Mufti
of Palestine "in order to clear up certain confu31ons referrihg
to his activities" .-

In August 1946,the Panarabic Congress again protests
against the Jewish immigration to Zion,assigning it "financial
purposes of dire consequences for the Arabs of Palestine",criti-
cizes the Zionist Statesship concept,'"considers forfeited the
British mandate over Palestine and considers that the problem
is not Jewlsh,neither Zionist,but merely Arab,."

In October of the same year,it sends a extense note to
the national members Of parliament,against a bill presented by
several deputies with regard to the Palestine question,and in
favour of the establishment of a Jewish National Home in the
Holy Land.It says,inter alia:"The problem of Palestine must not
be elucidated on American soil,since neither could there be
concelved a similar case in the parliaments of foreign countries
treating a billl tending to establish on American soil a father-
lgnd for dispersed Jews." It requests a thorough study of the
matter,starting from the point °f view of the self-determination
theory,which Argentina hes always maintained" .- ‘

Several weeks later,on ocoasion of the visit to our
country of the British labcurist leader Lord Strrbolgl,this
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Panarabic Coﬁgress makes a new public statement refuting certain
assertions made by Strabolgi; again it supports the Great Mufti's
struggle .~ R

With regard to tThe activities of the Central Arab Committee
for Aid to Palestine,thcy were particularly intense during the year
1948.- It published adveértisements like this one:"An appeal to
human solidarity. 400,000 persénos. displaced from their land and
their homes in Palestine,wait four help. CONTRIBUTE WITH YOUR AID,
to mitigate the indigence of so many thousands of children,ocld
people,women and men who suffer from hunger and untold misery.

Send your contribution to the Central Arab Committee for Aid to
Palestine,Junin Street 1462."

To express their abhorrence for the assassination of the
United Nations! mediator,Count Folke Bernadotte,the Central Arab
Committee for Aid to Palestine made on the 20th September 1948
a statement on behalf of the members of this community reslding in
Argentina.

It also published a series of more than 1¢ pamphlets,
under the imprint of "Bulletin of the Central Arab Committee for
Aid to Palestine", some of whose titles are:"The Voice of Lebanon
in the UN'", "Democracy and the case of Palestine", "The Black Book
on the Jewish Agency and terrorism.”

Various Arab clements led newepapers and journals in
the provinces, among them Negid R.Lahoud, who was editor of
"El Chajéd",of Formosa, a position he exploited to publish articles
like "The tragedy of Palestine",on May 8th,1948.-

The Arabs had in that period algc the benefit of non-Arab
papers,of nazi tendency and anti-Semitic,like "La Fronda'", which
published articles about "The longings of the Arab world," on
Jetober 8,1947. In it the official Arab delegates who visited our
country are greeted,and concludes:"We sincerely believe that the
Jewish cause fares badly,somewhat similar to that of the Spanish
Republicans in exile., Only God can help both of them,in his
endless mercy.But,since the Jews are implacable enemies of God..."

We hope that with the above examples we have given a
picture of the seope and the effectiveness,the organization of
the Arab propaganda campaigns during the years 1946° £ill 1956,
and of the activities deployed by some Arab elements or institutions
in our country.-
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CHAPTER V
THE ARAB LEAGUE IN ARGENTINA.

The Arab League 1s not officially recognized by Argen-
tina,and therefore it cannot appear as openly as it would like.
We don't think that its existence and its true importance and
world ramifications are known by many inhabitants of our country.
Those who 'n¢w about it, do so. from news agencies! reports
published in the press.Furthernore,the mouthpieces of the Jewish
community have done much to stress, at the given time,the negative
character of this Arab League, its connections with Hitlerisnm,
with Franco,and lately,with the neo-nazi elenents. It was after
1945,antil sometinme after the defeat of the Arab armies in their
aggressive war against Isracl,when the name of the ArabLeague
appeared more assiduously in the Argentine press. It must be
emphasized that during those years there appeared papers like
"Tribuna" and "Pampero® of nazi-fascist orientation,which
willingly gave nuch publicity to the activities of the Arab .
League, in an attenpt 1o give it prestige.Fortunately,papers of
this type do not appear presently here.We only nention the
German neo-nazi monthly "DER WEG",whose political tendency leads
it to support organisms like the Arab League,which oppose Israel
and Jewry. The daily "FreicPresse",read by a good part of the
German community in our country,publishes with suggestive frequency
information supplied by the Arab League,and generally its infor-
mation on the Middle East comes from Arab sources.- Generally
speaking,however,we may say that during the last years the Arab
League 1s much less mentioned in Argentina.-

It is worthwhile mentioning that under Perén's govern-—
nent,Mr,.Mohaned Abdel Khalek Hassouna,then general secretary
of the Arab League was invited to visit Argentina.According to
"La Nacidén" in its issue of May 28,1954,in a cable of Reuher's
"the invitation was made by the Argentine ambassador in Cairo,
Dr.Carlos Gustavo Lerena,on behalf of his government¥-

We understand that this visit never took place,for
various reasons,but we know (sec,e.g.,the article by Victor
Almagro published in the peronist daily "Democracia" on July
3d4,1954) that, around that time,the Peronist movement considered
the Arab League an element capable of "creating the conditions
for the establishment of a great Arab nation", an idea with
" which it sympathized. The ocurrent opinion here during that
period could well be summarlzed by expressing that the Arab
League,and particularly its main axis,Egypt "is the Prussia or
the Pledmont of the future Confederation. According to its
historiaal tradition,Great Britain tries to prevent,through
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intrigue and nmanouevers of its satellytes in the Middle East the
Arab aspiration to constitute a nation.The civilizers close the
road to those becoming civilized,"

The Arab League,as said before,is not afficially recognized
by Argentina. This does not mean,however,that it does not dexloy
great activity.On the contrary,under the disguise of other names,
or by fronting through other Arab or Argentine bodies,it is
intensely active.Its representative until lately was Issa Nakhle,
who,inter alia,published under his editorship the journal "Ame®ica
y Oriente",starting from November 20,1952,until he left the country
in 1956. "AMERICA Y ORIENTE" was a very efficient arm of the Arabd
propaganda,and reached wide circulation among the leading T'eronist
circles,antisenitic nationalist groups,nazi elements and university
circles.Mn the other it is apparent now that Issa Nakhle was the
factotum of said journal,and since he left the country,it stopped
publication and it seems that at the moment there are no people
capable to continue the work.Many other means are being used,in
the meantine .-

In that journal,besides the glorification of Naguilb and
later of Nasser,and of other Arad rulers,graat space was devoted
to falsifying grossly the real situation in the Middle East,and
to infamous slanders against Israel,among them chiefly the iten
that "the Jews desecrate the holy places of Jerusalen",that they
persecute other faiths,particularly the catholics. Une of its.
objectives was to incite the hate against the Jews of our own
country. Furthernmore,by cstablishing an identity of ideals between
the Arab countries and Latin-America,based on pretended common
longings of "liberation from the imperialist yoke and the flowering
of the nationalist movecments for freedom and progress'",the journal
suggested the establishment of a block of Latin-American countries
in support of the Afro-asian demands,and particularly in support
of the Arab demands. At the sane time,and frowm the start,"AMERITA
y ORIENTE" attcked the Jews, Tn an article called "The Arab League
and Bonn",it criticigzed the decision of the Bonn government to
the amount of 715 million dollars to the Jews as reparations,
echoing the Arab League's protest before Bonn against that
decision. It referred very often to the problem of the Arab
refugees of Palestine.It went so far as to praise openly the
criminal and terrorist action of the Wedayeen'jcounting some of
their "prowesses“ -

" The virulence and the deleterious effects of the propaganda
campalgn nanaged by "America y Oriente",caused the DAIA to present
on July 23,1954,an ample nemorandum to the Minister of the Interior,
in which it was sgid that "It has become a custon with Arab publi-
cations appearing in Argentina to attack regularly and systemati-
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~-cally the Jews living in this country, to whom is thus made exten-
sive the hate against Israel in the Middle East." Previously, on
Dee¢ember 2nd,1953, in a note addressed to the same ministry,DATIA
had drewn the attention to the anti-Jewish campaign of “El Diario
Sirio-Libanés" .~

In order to furnish a nore precise idea about the danger
involved in our country by Issa Nakhle's action, we may add the
fact that the Israeli ambassador felt compelled to make a presen-
tation before the Ministry for Foreign Affailrs by the end of 1956,
in which he draw the attention "to the activities of an organism
called "Delegation of the League of Arab States" and of its head,
Mr,Issa Nakhle, stressing that by a campaign of instigation to
raclal gun¢ religious hate an attenpt is being made to create
in the public opinion a feeling contrary to the friendly relations
between Argentina and Israel., This poisonous agitation,carried out
through the despatch of letters and panphlets profusely dlstri-
buted in the streets,propagates vicious slander,appealing to the
nost primitive instincts and attenpts to convince the public of
the existence of a "world Jewlish plot whose objective 1s to throw
out Christianity from the holy places in Palestine". This propa=
ganda was a direct outgrowth of the one carried out in nazl Germany.

The presentation also stressed the fact that the person respon-—
sible for said campaign pretended to invest diplomatic character
and was supposed to carry out a mission of the Syrian government
before the Argentine government.— Isea Nakhle had started his
activity in Buenos Alres several years earlier as Press Attaché
to the Egyptian Embassy:later he was the founder and edltor of the
journal "América y Driente",known for its systematical anti-Jewilsh
campaign and its glorification of the totalitarian regimes,
particularly of the nazi Germany. In August 1956 Issa Nakhle
returned to Argentina,after a prolonged trip to the Soviet Union,
this time in his character of head of the "Delegation of the
. League of Arab States",armed with a diplomatic passport as pleni-
potentiary nminister of the Syrian zovernmente. This status created
the mistaken inpression that the formerly egyptian "diplomat"
and present Syrian "diplomat'" was exercising his aotivity with
the Argentine goverment's consent.-

Issa Nakhle,nain promoter of the Arab propaganda camnpalgns
has been succeeded by Nazih Hakiri, who cane to this country in
Juee 1957 and thénceforth deplspys an intensive actlon,within
the line established by hils predecessor. He publishes pamphlets,
insplires statements signed by institutions which seem to exlst
or revive only when there has %o be signed some advertisement or
statement,and zives lectures.—Lately he has carried out a series
of visits to the more inportant Arab communities in the provinces.
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In these neetings propagancda films are displayed.He has attenpted
to have these documentals shown in commercial novie houses,up to
now to no avail,He had planned for March last a great meeting in
the city of Mendoza,with the cooperation of the Cuyo University.
He sends petitions and protests to various embassies.Fron his
office have started various actions,particularly related to the
problens of Algeria and Tunis.He tries to establish offices of
the Arab League in other Latin-American countries.He is also
endeavouring to attract to the Arab cause Argentine personalities.
Nazih Hakin figures as Press councillor to the Syrian embassy in
our country.

The facts cennumerated in this chapter go to show that
the office currently headed by Nazih Hakin and formerly by Issa
Nakhle, jointly with the three Arab diplonmatic missions accredited
before our governnent,Egypt,Syria and Lebanon,are the main sources
of inspiration and execution of that action and of the anti-
Israeli and anti-Jewish propaganda,as these do not emerge spon-
taneougly from the local Arab community.-

CHAPTER VI
THE ARAB AGITATION DURING THE SUEZ CANAL CONFLICT.

It is easy to show how from certain events in the Arad
world outside Argentina (the naticnalization policy of the
iranian oil by Mossadegh,the emergence of a nationalist movement
headed by Colonel Naguib gndthe continuance of that policy by
Nasser,which reached its highest point with the nationaligzation
of the Suez Canal), it is nmore and more obvious hcw the Arab
agitation and propaganda is at work in our country. We record
particularly the influence wielded by the Jjournal "América y
Driente", But this propaganda is also a product of a greater
agitation in the own Arab ranks. In some ~ though few -~ the
Arah nationalist feeling is strengthened by the events mentioned;
in others - the najority - a feeling of solidarity with the
fate of the Arabs overseas is gaining weighth,.Such is the case
with the third-generation descendants from Arabs,which were
completely assinmilated to the Argentine way of life and which
did not feel any connection with things Arab,and who,suddenly,
take 20gnizance of the blood ties and parentship,relating then,
even indirectly with those who offer them the occasion to feel
- proud of being the center of attention of the world in certain
nonents, '
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Institutionally,we observe that a few months before the
Operation Sinai,by mid-1956,the Syrian Lebanese club "Honor y
Patria" merges with the Patronato Sirio Libanés,under the new
nane of "Club Honor y Patria,Unibén de Pucblos Arabes Americanss".
I+ may be noted that while the club Honor y Patria does not
appear so nmixed during its prolcnged and prestigeful existence
with anti-Zionist, anti-~Israeli or anti-Jewish actions (we have
never seen any pamphlet or statenent of that character bearing
its signature or solidaricy expression),thce kind of activities
assigned to it or which it had discharged by its own initiative,
have gerved to create for the Arab causes the good will of
wide circles in our country,as it was always a custom of that
body to offer homnages to high official authorities,ministers,
director of the Migration Office,writers,journalists and diverse
Argentine personalitics.Its weekly dinners,in which the guests
of honour were Argentine figures of certain standing,have becone
a tradition, '

In May 1956 it was annocunced that a committee headed by
Dr.Guillermo Obeid had carried out a census of professional
people of Arab descent, "in which all professionals contributing
to the elevation of the cultural level of the country have been
grouped according to their field,and which,though not complete,
as it is peointed out, efficiently goes %o show the contribution
made by Arab descendants to enrich the cultural heritage of -
Argentina%, Said body was presided by Enginecer Cirilo Nassif.

On June 7th,1956,the Club Honor y Patria,Union de Pueblos
Arabes Anmericanos started its public activities,after the merger
of the above mentioned organizations.It tendered on that oceasion
a reception to the representatives of the netropolitan press and
news agencies,coinciding with the YWday of the journalist".-

On other occasions hommages were offered to institutiods
Oor newspapers,e.g. the one given on Janvary 1947 to the dally
"La Nacidén",on occasion of its 77th anniversary.

We mentioned in another scction that there exist Arab
institutions which appear,die and revive,according to nced.
Thus,many of them are nothing nmore than rubberstamps,to which
body and soul is given when it seens opportune that somebody
sign some manifesto or statement. One of these 1s the Federation
of Arab Bodies in the Argentine Republic.,which on August 15,1956
issued a communiqué as result of the events triggered by the
Suez Canal nationscligntion, in which it informs that "it was
decided to paralyze tomorrow all its activities,as an expression
of protest". In solidarity with that resolution,shops pertaining
to members of the Arad conmunity did not open their doors during
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that day,i.e. August 16.~ Currently such Federation is unknown,
though it is well known that great efforts have been made and
are being made in order to resolve the cstablishment of a body -
analogous to DATIA.-

A press report says that on August 19,1956, a meeting
was held in the Regio movie house,Cérdoba Avcnue 6058,called by
the Association for Arab Culture in the Argentine Republic.Its
object was to consult opinions with respect to the organization
of the Argentine-~Arab and Arab-Latin-American Congress for peace
and freedom,Speakers were the founder of the organizing body,
Mr.Miguel Cosma, the Syrian ambassador,Dr.Parid Zamaria,Mrs.
Lillian O'Connell on behalf of the Argentine women; the military
attaché to the Egyptian embassy,General Hassen Fahmy Ismails
Luis A.Consiglia,socialist,Cipriano Reyes,labourist and the
Egyptian ambassador,Dr.Mahmud M.Hammad,

f A few days before a meeting was celebrated in the
Homs Club,to render tribute to the Egyptian Republic and to
Nasser, organized by the Association for Arab Culturc.As specially
invited gucst attended the chairmaen of the national committee
of the Labourist Par’y,Cipriano Reyes.

A meeting ol grester interest was held in the Astral
Theater on September 17,1956,under the name of "Second meeting
of the Argentine~ Arab - Latin-American Congress for Solidarity,
Peace and Frecdom". Not many people attended that meeting.Among
others attended the ambassadors of Syria and Egypt and the
delegation of the Algerian Front for Liberation.Mr.Angel Orfali
said that "The Arabs express thelr hear’y solidarity with the
government of the Liberating Revolution". Other speakers were
the former member of parliament and leader of the Union Civiea
Radical Intransigente,Dr.Luls R.Mac Kay,currently minister for
education and justice in the constitutional government of Dr.
Frondizi and who recently was a ncmber of the committee auspi-
ciating the celebration of Isracl's tenth anniversary, the
delegate of the Algerian Liberation Front,Hussein Triki,the
general secretary of the Labourist Party,Pio Montserrat, José
Jalil of the Argentine-Arab Club,Luils Sansinetti,of the Youth
Movement Intransigencia y Renovacidr of the Unidén Civica Radical,
Aly Hasad, of the Arab-Argentine Youth Committee, Jorge Garcia
Dominguez,mcuber of the editorial staff of the journal "Palabra
Radical",and Américo Parregndo,socialiste-

It is worthwhile to emphasize that Mr.Pio Montserrat
held on that occasion a virulently anti-Israeli and anti-Semitic
speech,after which Dr.Musri felt compelled to state that the
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"fight is not against the Jew,but against the Zionist and the
State of Israel,an illegal and artificial state.Everlasting,
according to them.But time will tell if +that is true...". For
his part,José Jalil spoke in a menacing tone,of which the
following sentences of his specech are an example:"For the time
being,they may attack,but the day is not far off when the

- Egyptian flag will flutter in Tel Aviv". "Not even the mass
that Monsefior FPraucheschi is devoting them will save them" .-

- With the nationalization of the Suez Cansl,
no anti-Jewish articles were published,generally,but only
pro-Egyptian oncs,or those who nmaintained an expectant
attitude,There were some exccptions,however,like the pro-Arab
and anti-Israeli comments putlished by the daily "E1 Plata" of
La Plata, by mid -1956.Nonetheless,the same paper published on
Noveuwber 29,1957 a laudatory note on Israel,on occasion of the
10th anniversary of the UN Declaration.-

- On September 23d,1956,the Arab comnunity of Boerisso
organized a neeting of sclidarity with Egypt in its Suez Canal
crisis,in the Progreso Theater,patronized by the Association
of the Alauite Syrian Islanié Youth,the Association of the
Hamelite Islamic Youth and the Arab Arzentine Home Association.
It was organized by the members of the Afro-Asian Latin-American
Congress,and speakers were members of the Labourist Party and of
the patronizing bodies.~-

Later a dinner was served in honour of the general
secsretary of the national committee of the Labourist Party,
Mr,P{io Montserrat,and of othcr personalitiecs of that party.

It is to be noted that the daily "El Laborista"
pertained in that epoch preclsely to the party of the sanme
nane,and,therefore,it devoted much space and illustrations
to the meetings and statements of the Arabs.That newspaper
does not appear any mnore.

During September and October 1956 there were active
preparations for the Arab Latin-American Congress. In a meeting
held in thce Lebanese House,Mr.liguel Cosma,chairman of the
organizing committee stated the purpose and scope of the
Congress "to which will be invited representatives of all
the countries interested,and which will implemnent the following
points of the declaration of principles:1°) To impose the
teaching of Spanish language in the universities of the Arab
countries, and of +the Arab language in the universities of the
Latin~-American countries; 2°) that the nations of Latin America
support the Arab pcoples in their struggle for sovereignty,alrcady
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achieved,or in the process of being reconquered in the case of
those who have not yet succeeded in doing so, and that the

Arab States support the Latin-Americans in their just demandé{
3°) That the Latin-American «nd Arab states collaborate in a

joint action in the international field and promote the
establishment of a block of Latin-Anmerican - Afro-Asian nations,
to secure and -consolidate peace,freedom and justice in the
world" .~

This congress did not nmaterialize up to now,

. In the nmeanwhile various books and pamphlets were edited
to explain the significance of the Suez Canal and the Middle
East situation,some inspired by Arab sources and others
published by the initiative of their authors or by student
centers, as e.g, the one published by the Reformist University
Movenent of thce Laws and Econonic Sciences School centers.,

Its subject matter was oil in the Middle East,and it diad
not contain any anti-Semitic or anti-Israeli sentence.

In sone students' circles and in several faculties
stucdy seminaries,debates,round tables were organized,to
consider topics like "The legitinity of the nationaliza’ion
by Egypt of the Suez Canal". Most of them became neetings
of solidarity with the Arab cause,and took up the banners
of anti-colonialisn and anti-imperialism.

In a great meeting which took place in the School of
Medicine, in another in the Economic School,and in a
neeting organized in the Lew and Social Sciences School,all
in Buenos Aires, it becamec evident that for the students to
express solidarity with the Arab cause did not nean hostility
against Israel,cxcepting the lefinitely communist students
and those stiffly nationalistic,who displayed in their
expressions elemen’ts of anti-Israeli incitation.-

CHAPTER VII

THE ARAB ACTION IN ARGENTINA CAUSED BY THE MIDDLE EAST CRIS;S
BY THE END C(F 1956.(Operation Sinai and Anglo-Fremch inter-
vention in the Suez Canal.,)

v The events of the last part of 1956 in the Middle East
- shocked world public opinion and had anple echo here in the
Arab and nazi-fascist circles,who exploit every occasion

to vent their anti-Jewsih feelings,tsing in every situation
different tactics.
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No wonder then that these elements,who try to expose
the Jews either as allies of comaunism, or as instruments of
imperialism and defenders of colonialism,according to circun-
stantial convenience,should use in that emergency the most
absurd and injurious arguments and slogans.

In October there were anti-Jewish street demonstrations
in Buenos Aires and in provincial towns,passing to tar-bombing
of community ccnters, wall painting offensive legends,distri-
bution of pamphlets or the publication of hostile statements
in newspapers of the interior,and other forms of promoting a
climate of hostility and unrest. This slander canpaign against
our community was sinultaneously directed against Israel,the
real target of these attacks.-

It should be remembered that when these events in the
Middle East took place,only somewhat more than one year had
passed since the defeat of dictnture by the Liberating Revo-
lution. In the heat of recovered freedom,cf the exercise of
press and speech libervies,our traditional enenies,the nazis,
antl-Semites,ete, exploited these favourable circumstances
trying to sow hate against the Jews.They did not lose this
occasion to intensify their joint work with the Arab nationalistic
elememts, harping on the deepseated anti-imperialist and anti-—
colonialist feelings of the great part of the Argentine people.
We are able to indicate plain facts which happemed after
October 1956, to substantiate our assertions,and below we
shall qguofe a fcw examples.-

Editors of nowspapers and journals received anonymously
mineographed material,reproducing an article published in the
American journal "Time" of November 12,1956,headed "THE PLCT".
"How France,Great Britain and Israel reached agreement."

Also the "White Book on the nationalization of the
Maritime Company of the Suez Canal",published by the Egyptian
governnent on August 12,1956,was nmade known in Buenos Aires.-

Many persons,particularly Jjournalists,received various
materials in English and French,published mostly in the United
States. Italian language naterial was published in Rome and
Jailro,.-

Before that campaign,a pamphlet in Znglish was distributed,
" apparently by the Arab embassies,under the title "Israel's
aggression at Gaza'", February 28,1955. This pamphlet contained
exclusivrely trucculent pictures about pretended actions of
vandalisn committed by the Isrzelis in Gaga. Terrifying scenes
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of pillage,rape,destruction,torture and other horrors are de=-
picted.Because of its language - the pamphlet obviously appeared
in the USA - it did not reach many readers.-

Signed by Pedro Catella, a booklet titled "The Suez Canal
crisis","political-legal antecedents,with the text of the 1888
Convention",appeared” It does not contain anti-Israeli assertions.

On the other hand,by the end of December 1956 a small
pamphlet appeared,reproducing the lesture held by Dr.Victor
Augusto Alcorta in the Labour Cultrre Institute,282,L.N.Alem
Street, on September Tth. It carried an appendix written on
December 4,with the following sentence: "Ben Gurion,the Jewish
Hitler,stabs in the back and invadcs Egypt in the precise nmoment
when the Anglo-French aggression vomits torrents of destruction,

i

fire and death over Cairo'.-

In the city of Cérdoba we encounter a very active
"Argentine - Arab Committee for Aid to the Arab peoples'",which
has two communigues published in the local press and edits a
pamphlet profuscly distributed from door to door. Its content
does not refer specifically to the armed conflict, but it
denies the right of existence t0 the Jewish State. The committee
convoked to lectures and had other collaborations written by
trotzkyite elements, like Alfredo Terzaga,and procommunists,
like Lucio Garzén»Maceda. It organized a poster contest on the
following themes: The Arabs want national independence and
full self~determination; The civilian populations hombed
(The aggression against Fgypt); This is no civilizing action!
(The case of Kenya,Algeria,Cyprus and Egypt) and One million
persons robbed of their land and possessions (The case of
the Arab population of Palestine, expelled by the Israelis
in 1948, who presently live in the Gaza zone, in Jordan and
in other Arab countries).- ‘

This committee organized lectures in its head-
guarters, to which members of the Arab circles only attended,
This happened during the months October,November and December
1956.

By mid 1957 a sharply nationalistic,anti-Semitic
and Peronist lampoon-paper appeared in the city of Tucumén,
called "Ya",distributced also in Mendoza,which carried a
column headed "Arab World". This column was devoted t¢ brutal
attacks against the State of Israel,whose liquidation was
advocated, It praised the Arab States and Colonel Nasser. The
Arab community in Mendoza is quite sitrong and well organiged,
which explains how after the Sinai Operation it carried out

an intensive propaganda campaign based on pamphlets like the
one titled "Israel is an imperialist vanguard in the midst of
the Arab countries”.In November 1956 a pamphlet signed by
Ibrahim H.,Hallar was published,in which the author says,summa-.
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rizing :"There never has been and there is no anti-Jewish
persecution on the part of the Arab peoples.Everybody has

his place,without religious or racial discrimination.Zionists
have no admission.The State of Israel is artificial; it lives
thanks to the Zionist help from all parts of the world.The
Zionists don't consider themselves citizens of the country

in which they were born and claim to be citizens of Israel.
Therefore Israel is a source of trouble, it breaks the

unity of the Arab countries and forms a center which responds
to imperialism. The proof can be found in the latest
aggression in connivance with France and Great Britain."

The statements and articles published by the radieal
intransigeant leader Dr.Raul L.Uranga had ample echo in
Parand.They appeared in the paper "EL Diario" of that city
and praised the Arab auvthorities;they were written on return
from a trip to the Middle East,made on Nasser's invitation.

In this respect we wmust siress that Dr.Radl L.Uranga,
who was elected in the last national elections on February
234 governor of Entre Rios Province,on the Union Civica
Radical Intransigente ticket,as well as Dr.Luis R.Mac Kay,
elected member of pariiament for Entre Rios Province ,on the
same ticket,and presently education and justice minister
in the national cabinet,both of whom had taken part in some
pro-Arab meetings,formulated lately several statements to make
clear their opinion,to the effect that their definitely anti-
imperialist and anti-colonialist positions do not conflict
with a deep admiration for Israel and for the Jews. Thus,
for instance,Dr.Uranga expressed MAmanecer",November 234,
1957) that "the establishment of the State of Israel consti-
tues one of the most important events of the century."

"I believe that it is necessary to have soon a final
peace treaty,complete and cordial,between Arabs and Jews,
and to abolish soon the armistice of 1949."

In Rosario great commotion was caused by an article
published in "La Capital'" by the Arab Maronite Priest Ata-
nasio Farah,under the heading "What goes on in Israel?"

In the paper "EL Intransigente" of Salta an advertisement
.was published,injurious for Israel and the Jews,signed by
the local Arab Associations.-

In Jujuy the Syrian-Lebanese Youth of Oran was
actively mobilized,exploiting the commotion caused by the
Middle East events,
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In the meantim: .,the Rotary Club of Cairo had sent
various sections of the Rotary Club in our country extensive
material with its "version of history and its points of
view regarding the important problems of the Middle Fast".
An illustrative extract is given below on its wversion of
the problem:

"For the population of the Middle East,the new

- State of Israel is a foreign body in its organism.It can
grow,it must grow,in order to exist.It cannot live within

its present limits and must expand to survive.The consequence
of this situation is tension and arms'". Other similar sentences
follow,then 1t deals on the nationalization of the Suesz
Canal.In the letter signed by the honorary secretary Niazi
I.Mostafd,it was suggested "that for the program of the world
.week .of camaraderic,this material shall be circulated,read

and discussed in your club".- Some rotarians reacted violently
against this samplc of partiality in a political question,

and so it came about that the request of the Cairo Rotary

Club was left unresolved.

EXCERPTS FROM THE ARGENTINLE PRESS

On top of the agitaticn caused by the mere fact of
the Suez Canal nationaligzation,came a enlighftening campaign
materialized by Egyptian,Syrian,etc. diplomats,and high Arab
agents,even by some nazi e¢lements guick to take advantage.
Bvery time they referrced to this central theme,they did not
g0 by the occasion to include some affensive words for Israel,
thus creating a speacial climate of revulsion towards the
young State.Thus,on September 9th,1956,a press conference
took place in the press office of the Syrian .cubassy,
Suipacha Street 513 (headquarter of the representative of
the Arab League,Hakim).During this press conferenece the
journalists were addressed by the Syrian ambassador,Nagzih
Kouzbary,and the press attaché,Nazih Hakim. Mention was made
of the "artificial creation of the socalled State of Israel,
which, to establish itself,had to usurp,aided by the imperia-
lists,part of our land,leaving without homes or possessions
nearly one million Arab refugees,Nuslims and Christians,who
heedlessly claim justice., This so-called State of Israel
- has broken the balance in the Middle East and has constituted
itself in a real danger which we cannodt ignore or do aside
carelessly,since,with the persistent aid of Occident,it has
created a military force perfectly armed and equipped,which
on many occaslons has carried out aggressions against our
territories,and is ready to rcpcat them in any given moment,
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as it does not hide its expansionist purposes".-

On October 26th,the press ataché to the Egyptian
embassy,Mr.Ibrahim E1l Sokkary gave a lecture on "Brief history
of the Suez Canal'" in the great auditorium of the Law School
of the La Plata University.

Thus prepared the ground,it was not much of a surprise
that a nespaper like "Critica",in which the Jewish questions
generally are well received,should publish in its editorial
of November lst,1956,i.e. on the second day of the Sinai
Operation,sentences like:"We do not judge the motives that
- may have caused a war between Ezgypt and Israel,neither do
we budge in this matter from a strict neutrality.This does
not mean approval for the reigning system in Egypt,which,
among us,is frankly repudiated by the democratic mentality.
What we stress is the European aggresion - Great Britain and
France - against an African country - Egypt - after the
pretext offered Ly the invading Israeli troops. The Argentines,
who independently from the "casus belli" consider with
iqual respect and friendship Egyptians and Israelis,rannot
call this but a wicked war of aggression'",.-

On November 2nd appeared the statement formulated to
the press by the Isracli ambassador,Dr.A.L. Kubovy,to the
effect that the facts did not contradict Israel's wish for
peace; Iérael -had from its establishment looked for friendly
relations with its neighbours. Somewhat later appeared the
statement of the Egyptian ambassador,who on that sameself
afternoon called a press conference to refute the Israeli
ambasgador's wordse.

Under the impact of the effervescence caused by
warfare,several Arab bodies were created or reorganigzed,as
for instance the "Argentine Arab Committee'",foundgd in C8rdoba
" one of whose members was the Syrian Cultural Association,with
the basic objective of "collaborating and aiding in the defense
of Egypt before the aggression". This committee was quite
active in Cdrdoba and the local newspapers gave it a good
measure of space for its reports.

A delegation »f the Movement for Solidarity with Egypt,
headed by the Lebanese writer Ibrahim Hallar,called on the
‘editorship of "Critica" in Buenos Aires,informing it on the
manifestations outside the Arab embassies.It also formulated
new statements,as a reply to Dr,Kubovy's expressions.

The newspapers of November 12 éublished statements
by the press attaché of the Egyptian embassy,Abdel Kader Hafez,
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who denied that there existed then any anti-Jewish discrimi-
nation in his country,quoting the testimony of "A “Jewish
Egyptian Lady", and later formulated various charges against
Israel and the Zionists.He said,among other things:"The
Zionists of Israel sacked churches and Christian institutions,
demolished temples,monasteries and schools, mistreated and
persecuted priests,monks and nuns",.-

An interesting statement,within what could be "expected
.those days was published by the Committee for International
Affairs of the Christian Dewmocratic Party. It said,among
other things:"Israel enjoys cvery attribute entitling it
to elaim from its ncighbours and other members of the inter-
national community the acknowledgment of its existence,but
the Isracli attitude very seriously endangers the peace and
security of thc nations." At the same time it condemns the
belaviour of the neighbouring Arab states,particularly
Nasser's dictature,which during cight years have provoked,
with .their unjust policy and permanent aggressions of the
military kind and of psychological pressure the explosion
of this crisis.The party stresses the tremendous guilt in
“which the great po wers are involved s Dy not exercising their
visitle influence t¢ solve the problems created." Finally
it appeals to the Provisional Government to take the initiative
in suggesting means of international action which may
definitely eliminate the causes of instability in the Middle
East." ‘

-On the other hand,the newspaper "Orientacidén" of
Cérdoba,in its issue of December lst,1956,inserted a large
document signed by the Argentine Arab Committee for Aid to
the Arab peoples,in which,based on well known arguments,it
refers "to the causes of conflict with Israel".-

On December Tth the creation of a Committee of Soli-
darity with the Arab countries and of protes®t against the
aggression in Egypt was recported.This type of committees,
commissions,movements,etc, ,multiplied during the months
November and Yecember 1956, -

The Argentine Arab Committee called on the same day
its first public mecting in the Syrian-Lebanese Society of
Cérdoba.Speakers were Dr.Migucl Manzur,on “Impressions of
a trip to the Near East" and Dr.Lucio Garzdn Maceda,who
lectured about "Egypt and the cclonial peoples before the
problem of national integration".
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Dr.Hussein Monés,director of the Cultural Relations
Department of the Education Ministry of Egypt spoke to
journalists in the Egyptian embassy on December 12th.He had
come "on a good will trip to various American nations". He
stated the Egyptian position and attacked the policy of
France,Great Britanin amd Israel.

Dr.Hussein Monés also lectured on "Egypt,today",
in the Superior School for Journalism.

‘n December 14 a meeting took place in the head-
quarter of the Syrian-Lebanese Society of Cdérdoba,under the
auspices of the Argentine Arab Comnittece for Aid to the Arab
peoples,;and the main speaker was Dr.Alejandro Monteoliva,
who developed the theme "The Arab world and the West",
stressing the similarity between the present struggle of
the Arabs and the one fought by the Argentine nation
in the River Plate,during the last century,against the
interventionist policy of the samc imperialism.”

The Argentine press amply reflected the visit
made about those days ty the ambassadorg of Lebanon,Syria
and Egypt to Rosario,togetler with a delegation headed
by the writer and lecturer H.Yamati.The Egyptian ambassador
received the jJjournalists,'"refuting some statements made by
the Israeli ambassador".Later = meecting took place in the
El Circulo Theater,speaking Messrs,Elisco Fayad,chairman
of the organizing committze,Dr.Mahmnud Hammad,fgyptian amba-
ssador,Fares Abdelmalek,of the Argentine Arab Coumittee,
Julio Naput,Juan Yaser and Dr.Radl L.Uranga.

On occasion of the declarations made by the Israeli
ambassador on Dcrember 18,the newspaper "DEMOCRACIA"™ thought
it appropiate to interview the Egyptian ambassador,and
received an exclusive statemenbt,published in striking manner.

We quoye below some expressions of that interview,
which illustrate wvery well the focal points of those days:

".;nexperienoe has tough?t us that every time Israel
speaks of peace,it prepares a stab in the back.

With respect to the charges formulated against us
of anti-Semite persecution,they have been publicly denied,
even by means of a telegram by Alfred Lilienthal to
president Eisenhower,In nmy country ~ continued the ambassador -
live 35,000 Egyptian Jews who cannot be expelled from the
country,for the simple reason that they are Egyptian and not
Zionists.
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The racial hate which is overtaking Argentina is a
product of the activities of the press office of the
Argentine Zionist Council.In Buenos Aires bonds of the
state of Israel are sold publicly to raise funds used
later to buy arms for aggression.”

The newspapers of December 24 reported the estab-
lishment in Buencds Alres of the Information Center of the
Delegation of the League of Arab States for ILatin-America.

_ It is interesting to note the peculi&r tone given

to the report by the official organ of the Communist Party,
"Nuestra Palabra",under the ennrmous hecading spread over four
columns :"Rosario:Great anti-imperialist meeting",December 27:

"Rosario (C) - On December 19 an extracrdinary meeting
took piace in the "E1 Circulo' Theater,organized by the
Committee for Aid to Egypt and solidarity with the Arab
peoples.More than 5,000 persons attended,and listened to Eliseo
Fayad,of the organizing committee;dulio Naput,c<diter of
"La Hora Arabe'; Dr.Mahmud Hammad,Egyptian ambassador in
our country and to Dr.Ratl L.Uranga,chairman of the organizing
committee and former national member of parliament for the
Union Civica Radical,who recently returned from a trip to
Egyp*t. The speakers passed review (o the history of the Egyptian
movement for freedom and %he anti-colonialist struggle of the
Arab countries. The Egyptian ambassador energetically
answered the imperialist slanders attenpting to attack
the commercial relations of his country with the Soviet Union.
Dr.Uranga analyzed the infamous Anglo-French-Israeli
attack; he was much applauded when he referred to the
agrarian reform carried out in Egypt and to the imperative
necessivy to do,likewise in our country; he also reported
his interview with Colonel Nasser.Before o¢losing the nmeeting,
solidarity messages were read,arong them the letter from
the Movement for Democratvizaticn and Independence of the
labour unions,whose seutcnces,representing the solidarity
of the Argentine workers with the Arab workmen drew the
applause of those present."

An artistic festival took place on January 4,orga-
nized by the Arab Argentine Allience, whose benefit went to
the victims in Egypti;attending ' vere the ambassadors of the
© Arab countries,known artists and crchestral bands.Many
institutions of-chor communities,particularly Greek and
Armenian,expressed their solidarity.
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On January 24th, 1957, the Egyptian anmbassador called
a new press conference, amply reported in the metropolitan
papers.He again referred to the charge of anti-Jewish perse-
cutions in Egypt,saying: "In Egypt we are not anti-Semitic.
We have a Jewish conmunity of at least 30,000 Egyptians,
who live happily, identified with our nationality. The
Arabs have always given a generous reception to the Jews,
not only in times of the Spanish inquisition, but also
after the European war."

During the months December and January Mr.Enrique
Halabi Juri, general secretary of the Movement of Solidarity
with Egypt, made a tour through the whole¢ country,and in
the main cities,like Cérdoba,Mendoza, San Juan,etc.,he
lectured on the thene: "Ideals of the Arab peoples and of
Indian America'".- Furthermore he made statements to the
newspapers in every locality. He said,among other things,
that "a group of persons met in 3uenos Aires,on November 7,
to create the Movement, from which enmerged the present
cormmittee of nine nmembers. The executive comnmittee is
composed of personalities of the Argentine lectters,
professionals,intellectuals,etc, ,and only one person of
Arab nationality is inclucded in that committee." The
movenent is non-political and has been constituted in order
to aid morally and naterially the Egyptian people,by means
of supplying provisions, drugs,blood-plasnma,ete.,through
the Argentine Red Cross. The nmoral help to the Egyptian
cause is materialized by spreading by all The means in
our power the cause of the Arab pecple,which currently
is the cause of hgypt."

On January 5th,the Syrian ambassador,Dr.Nader EL
Kouzbari spoke over the National Broadcast Station greeting
the Argentine people and government and the Arab residents,
on occasion of the New Year.

Besides the newspapers chronicles,we wish to stress
sopme significant facts,as for instance that on November 2nd,
1956,there tock place in the center of the Syrian Lebanese
Society of Santiago del Esterc a meeting to consider the
gvents in the Middle ‘EFast.A provisional committee was
named,composed of :Chairman,Nazim J.Jozani; Secretary,
Dr.Amilcar L. Santuchc; Treasurer,Carlos Nagsif Nemes
menbers,Dr.Francisco Lépez Bustos, Eduardo Miguel and
Dr.Abraham Abdulajab.

Mr.Eduardo Miguel,member of that committee,was
recently elected governor of Santiago del Estero Province,



~31-

and is an oubstanding leader of the Unidén Civica Radical
Intransigente.

The above mentioned committec adopted several
resolutions and published a statement condemning the
Anglo=-French aggression and "the unjustified attitude of
the government of Israel,which has furthered the purposes
of the imperialist Anglo-French groupse. This statement
was signed by nmore than one hundred persons,mostly Arabs.

On the other hand,the newspapecr "El Liberal",also .
of Santiago del Estero,informed on "The solidarity of
business of Rio Hondo Springs.On coccasion of the meetings
which tock placc in the capital in solidarity with the
cause of Egypt,the Syrian-Lebanese business in this
locality resolved to close their doors,in solidarity.

Some Jewlsh businessmen also closed thelr shops."

No need stressing that thesc businessmen nentioned
were "progressists", In this respect we nust add that
this solidarity with the Egyptian people,a position adopted
by the "progressist'" Jewisl movement led many members of
that sector to take part in manifestations implying
criticisp or condemnation of Isracl,

LEAFLETS AND PAMPHLETS IN THE STREETS.

— T G W - . - At S S e T i W S Yy 4 " Sl e e S own Niae P A S i s i et i S Tt

It was customary with the Arab clements to use
the great popular concentrations (May lst,day of the workmen,
October 17,"Day of Loyalty",which the Peronist movement had
established as national holiday,ctc.) to spread among the
masses leaflets injuriocus to Israel,and on these occasions
the nazi and traditionally anti-Scmitic elements used to
add their own contribution of anti-Jewilish pcison.Starting
from the events of October-November 1956, tle Arab propaganda
in the form of leaflets and pamphlets beccamée much more
intensive and 'sustained. The Arabs,who until then tried
to make the point of distinguishing between "Jews" and
"Zionists",attacking only Isracl and Zionism,unleashed
from then on their hate indiscriminately. Thus appears
-a leaflet headed "Let the Argentine public opinion judge',
with the traditional caricature of a Jew, bearded,with ,
hooked nose,round hat,etc.,with a saint's aureole,fondling
the dove of peace,wiilst his "alter egoY triggers a machine-
gun. The pamphlet is intended to "demonstrate" the falesehood
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of pacific declarations of Israzel,and to such end statements
by Moshe Dayan, Ben Gurion, member of parliament Jacob Meridor,
Menachem Beigin,V.Jabotinsky et alii are quoted,purporting %o
prove the warlike and expansionist intentions of Zionism.

In conclusion it quotes "a prophecy by Benjamin Franklin
regarding the Jewish racde",in which he appcars opposed

to Jewish immigration to the United States,since "they

would endanger our institution®. The leaflet is signed by .
"The Arabs and their descendants". 0f like origin :nd signature
other pamphlets appeared. Cne of them is titled "Argentine
hospitality vioclated by internztional Zionism" and criticizes
the "suspicious visits by Zionist officers and diplomats",
who arrived to this country "o intensify their attacks
against the Arab countries",to spread "mutterings about a
sui-generis state" and "fill their bags with the money

raised in Argentina in the socalled United Israel Appeal,

by means of bonds salew to buy arms and maintain their
aggressive purpose", Then a "small list of atrocities",
committed by Israel from 1946 until November 1956 is
presented. Another leaflet spread by the "Arabs and their
descendants",called "Peace,Peace,Peace! A year agOsss"
remembers the meeting "For Peace" held by the Jewish
community onh October 28,1956 and the fact that,on the
following day, Israecl "confabulated with imperialisnm,
cowardly invaded Igyptian Serritory,sowing arson,plunder,rape
and sadism!'" It then ridicules the Argentine personalities
and political leaders who participated in that recting and

in many others on behalf of Israel,to whom it suggests to
"leave aside the very suggestive sermons and eulogies to

a fictiticus state,which has made a cult of nurder, deceit
and treachery".

In Cérdoba the Argentine Arab Committee for Aid to
the Arab peoples published in November 1956 a booklet in
which the organizations of the Arab speaking community of
that city and said committee appeal to public opinion "so
that the people may know the real causes of the conflict
between Arabs and Israel' and express that they "do so,
primordially,on behalf of the tralition of freedom and
justice of the Argentine nationality,of which they are.
proud.They have, unlike the Zicnists, neither two flags
nor nationality with doudle eniry".-

A series of leaflets and pamphlets were spread in
the streets without any signature,but they Arab origin may
be clearly inferred. One of them,published on November 3,
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headed "Argentine people,don't let yourself be deceived!"
advises: "you nust not believe the partial propaganda spread
worldwise by the news agencies,all of them of Jewish capital".
"Nasser is no dictator! He is a patriot and a leader of the
Arab youth.We nust not forget and be grateful,for the Arab
countries were the only ones that voted in favour of an
Argentine president of the UN, an election that was sabotaged
by the Jewg" .-

Below we find some significant passages from several
leaflets: -

"Warningz to the Christians: The Jews of Palestine
plan the occupation of the remainder of Palestine and the
blotting out of Christianity from the Holy Land. Christianity
and the Christian Holy Places are in danger".

"Mr.Alfredo L.Palacios: it is doubly painful for us to

know you are sold out, trnlay, 12 the dirties?t international
capital (Judaism)";"Tke case of Palestine:irony of the right
of the stronger one'"; "Zionism is expansion; think: 49
miliion Jews spread in the world cannot have room in 12,000
square kilometers’, "Arab refugees.In what codex drank their
doctrine the band of legalists who fabricated on requegt the
sophisms conjugating the artificial STATE OF ISRAEL with

the blood and the sufferings of millions of Arabg?"
"Mr.,Alfredo L.Palacios: You are free to do as you like with
your conscience,for which Judaism has found the price.But
don't involve the pcople end the government with statements
we don't authorize nor feel''. "Jewish~French-British outrage.
At the samc time that on October 28,1956, in the (eean Theater,
the Jews deceived prominent .rgentines, inviting them to
solidarize themselves with peace in the East, the Zionist

war machine overran the defensgeless frontiers of Egypt."

Begsides the distributicn in the streets of such and
other leaflets,many Arad siops,pariicularly in the centers
of Arab commercial concentration,displayed in their shopwindows
and frontispices inscriptions of sundry type,in which the
Jews,Israel and the imperialist countrics were attacked;
they alsc affixed flaglets and pictures of the "Liberator
Nasser" .-

There were not many militant catholic elements to
adopt a position opcenly contrary to Israel and Zionism. But
even among the few,one stood out through the character of
his smallscale campaign,carried out,apparently, on his per-
sonal behalf.Actually,Father Eliis Andraos,who styleshimself
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"missionary of St.Paul",published in February 1957 two
booklets: "Zionism against Christianity in Palestine” and
"Christianity cndangered in Israel". These papers,without
indication of printing shop,contain statements in complete
contradiction with testimonics proceeding from the highest

and most authoritative catholic sources about the freedom

and respect enjoyed by all religions in Israel.Pretending to be
factual information,but naturally totally false, these '
booklets carried an ovvious anti-Semitic purpose,tending

to incite to hate and cther dangerous unforeseeable reactions.

Shortly after this matcrial was spread,it foynd,
regrettably,its way into a Cetholic daily,"EXl Pueblo",where,
on April 26,1957,an artizle by the same author,headed
"Obstacles to Apostleship in Israel",appeared. The seriousness

"of it lies precisely in the fact that the article appeared
in a Catholic organ of prestige. We shall guote several
passages from said article, to show its intention and
mischievous effectss:

4 "...The Palestine problem is not a racial one,but
if need be to speak of racism, it is rather to denounce
to public opilnion Zionist racial discrimination as it reigns
virulently and fanatically in the State of Israel",

"eoo Well then,this is what currently happens in
the State of Israel, where authorities and people,cach in
its respective spheres of activity exercise the most stringent,
intransigeant and fanaticel racialism, compounded of hate,
contempt, spirit of vengeance and eagerness, sometimes
shamelessly confessed, to wipe out from the State of Israel
even the traces of anything rot Jewish,and in the first place,
of anything Christian",

",,.Instead of so much protesting against an imaginary
anti-Semitisn in Argentina, it would perhaps be better to
advise the Zionists of Israel tc gtart in their own kitchen
and combat the lowly raciesliswm which reigns in the novel
state."

Months after the battles of Sinai and of the conflict
for the possession of the Suez Canal, the activity of the
- Arab organigzations continued to be very intensive. Thus,on
- September 16,1957, a public mesiting was organized in the
Teatro Buenos Alres, by the Aradb Culture Association in the
Argentine Republic, 2 body patrcnized by the Arab Latin-
Anmerican Congress. The reason for that Congress,according to
press reports is "a close collaboration between the Latin-
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American countries and the Afro-Asian Arabs". Speakers were:
Miguel Cosma, chairman of the organizing committees;
Abdelkader Hafey,press attaché to the Egyptian embassy;
Alberto Ciria, secretary of the Laws Center of the Law and
Economics School; Luis Sansinetti, of the Radical youth;

Pio Montserrat,of thc Labour party; Héctor Mclinas;Mrs.
Lillian O'Connell Alurralde, of the League of Argentine
Women; Carlos Castilla and Carlos Alurralde. Each expressed
his solidarity with the purroses and statements of the
organizing body.

On November 4th a second preparatory public meeting
of the Arab Latin-American Congress took place, in which
"efforts were made on behalf of Algeria's freedon and inde-
pendence and for a greater fraternizing between the peoples
of Latin-America and the Arab world. S5Srvoakers were:Miguel
Cosma,Carlos Castilla,pertaining to the students! center
of the Law Schoool and member of the Christian Denocratic
Party; Pio Montserrat, secretary of the Labour Party,
Eduardo A. Jarelle and Rail Puigbd,sccretary of the Azul
y Blanco Party.

As can be gathered, the activivty deployed hy the Arab
organizations in Argentina during and after the events of
October - November,1956 in the Middle East,was very intensive
- in all fields, and did not dircct itsclf to a specific
sector of the population., It is proper to stress that the
" impact of the Arab propagacada had special repercussion on
the thinking of ceritain Argeniince intclliectual circles,as
a consecquence of what they consider anti-imperialist and
anti-colonialist policy. On the other hand we emphasize
the fact that notwithstanding the diligence shown by the
Arab erements and their moving force,the Arab League, to
direct their fire against Tsracel, which they put on an
iqual level with France or England, or worse yet, these
intellectual circles we mentioned above, the press and
the Argentine public opinion in its majority, knew how
to disentangle the Anglo-Prench action from the provlen
of the Arab - Israeli conflict,and in more than one
opportunity they defended the just richts of Israel and
its eagerness for peace and security.
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CHAPTER VIIT

WITH REGARD TO THE ANTI-JEWISH PERSECUTION IN EGYPT.

As will be remembered,after the critical period of
battle in the Middle East, by the end of 1956 - and the beginning
of 1957, a wave of anti-Jewish persecution was unleashed
in Egypt by order of Nasser's government. Its details are
quite well known., We wish,notwithstanding,toc stress that
under the impression created by thesc facts, DAIA and other
Jewish organizations in the country,started immediately an.
action of informing the public opinion and of solidarity
with that faraway and persecuted comuunity. The Egyptian
authorities attenpted to ccver up the whole problem with
a silence black-out, but in view of the determined action
of the Jewish communities.tried tu ninimige the import
of the discrinminatory aind persccutory steps. This,at leas’,
was the attitude of the Egyptian diplomatic representative
in Argentina. '

In the meantime, the Arab Information and Press
Center (i.e.the representative of the Arab League) published
a pamnphlet called "The truth about the Jews in Egypt", in
which the Jewish charges were denounced as "slanders to
distract public opinion from the horrors and atrocities
conritted and which continue being counmitted against the
Arab population of Sinai anu Gaza,and from the nost inhuman
and unheard of persecution and racial discrimination
applied against 80,000 Christian and Muslim Arabs who had
the misfortune to remain under Israeli régime after the
on the hands of the Jews,in 1948", "..,.. They try to hide
their own blind religious intolerance and the fanatical
- mann2r in which they treat the Christian and Muslin
religions,as well as the Catholic nmissions in Israel.They
also try to hide befcore the world their barbarous desecrations
of the Chrisiian and Muslin Holy Placcs in Palestine".
It includes also a statement by the Chief Rabbi of Egypt,
"Zionist assertions refuted by impartial investigations and
testimonies”" and a "balance of the Lirah and Jewish previous
records". :

In November 1957,the press attaché to the Egyptian
embassy in our country stated before the metropolitan jour-
nalists that there was no persecution of Jews in Egypt. To
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do s0,in view of the lack of sufficient evidence in support
of his assertion, he found nothing better than divert attention
from this item,charging,on the other hand,that "Israel
persecutes all religions", its minorities,which receive

the worst possible treatment (among these mirorities he
included the Yemenite Jews)s All thic is no news for Arab
propaganda. But what really was heard for the first time

was his charge that the Jews in the United States and in
South Africa favour negro discrimination. We stress again
tht all these countercharges were only a snoke barrage

to withstand the intensive carpuign of information undertaken
by our community with regard to anti-Jewish persecution in
Egypt.These events were widely comnented.=

CHAPTER IX

ARAB INSTITUTIONS IN ARGENTINA

"Before ennumerating the Arab organizations in our
country,we have to refer briefly to scme of them in partlcular.

Many years before the electoral campaign for the
national elections of July 28,1957, a "R-%cal'ftheneum of
Descendants of Syrian-Lebanese people" was active here It
was presided by Pedro Yamuni. Members of that Atheneunm
constituted later,i.e. on the eve of elections a "Committee
of Descendants from Syrian-Lebanese people pro Frondizi
President", There is no record that on any time they should
have made any statements regarding Jews,Israel or Zionism,
We only stress that said Mr.Pedro Yamuni figured as director
of the political weekly "Resistenoia Popular'" which supported
Dr.Frondizi, during several weeks when the journal's
editor in chief,Mr.Ralil Damonte Taborda was detained by the

authorities. Now he flgureb as administrator of +he above mentioned
weekly.

ASOCIACION CULTURAL SIRIA.

This is guasi-branch of the Great Syria Party (illegal),
founded by the late leader Antdén Zahnde,known also as Parti
Populaire, of fascist orientation. The Cultural Syrian Asso-
ciation was created in November 1954,being its president
Mr.Julio Chaij.Its headquarters is in Virrey Melo Street,
2019. This institution acquired particular importance by
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publishing an enormous advertisement in a couple of Argentine
papers,in reply to the publication in the papers of a report
brought by a telegraphic agency,titled "The price of Arabdb
children has risen".-

Thislhappened on the 11 and 20 October 1955. Under
the pretext of denying the state of slavery in which -
according to the news agency - Arab children were naintained
in some countries of the Arab Crient, attacks out of any
proportion were hurled against the Jews in Israel and against
the Argentine Jewish community. This caused an ample
refutation on the part of DAIA,and the Cultural Syrian
Associatior. attempted in the emergency to extend its
anti-Jewish hate in the columns of the Argentine papers;
this was already somewhat more difficult to do than in the
first instance.

However,on January 26,1956 thec name of the Asociacién

, Cultural Siria agaim anrpeared heading an advertisement which
was published in only one edition of one newspaper,since

the other dailics rejected plainly the publication of such
libel. In it charges were made "about a serious 'contempt

of principles of nationality and sovereignty committed

in a meeting of solidarity with Israel",and all Argentine
personalities,which in one way or another had cxpressed

their positive feelings towards Isracl were defamed.

After this there only appeared from time to time
reports of cultural meetings held by that Asscciation,
like the one in Novembeér 1956,on occasion of a reception
offered to the press, in which a copy of the Arab transla-
tion of "Martin Fierro",made by the Association's secretary,
Yauvad J.Nader,was presented, :
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Two years ago it was intended to create an insti-
tution similar to DATA, under the nane of Federation of
Arab Bodies in the Argentine Republic,but it never materia-
lized,though the project has not been given up.

Another institution which appears,dies and
revives according to needs is the Arab Latin-American
Culture Institute; practically.it does not exist as a
body of permanent activity.-
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The organism which carried out most meetings lately
is the socalled Committee to Prepiare the Arab Latin-American
Congress,which arose in reply to the Latin-American Congress
of Solidarity with Israel and for Peace in the Middle East.,
This organizatior,featuring as president Mr.Miguel Cosma,
tries to establish and maintaln bonds of friendship with
the different Argentine politicel parties.It stands out
for its agitation on behalf of the Algerian problemn.

. e ewm S e m e e

DIVERSE INSTITUTIONS,

Club Honor y Patria (Syrian-Letanese) -~ 855 Juncal Street.-
Lebanese House - 1462 Junin Street.-
Lebanese Patriotic Association -~ 2462 Junin Street.-
Druze Association - 665 . Maipd Street.—
Magreb Liberation Committee (west) ~ Marocco,Algeria and Tunis.-
Homs Club -~ 1902 Melo Strect.- :
Panislamic Association - £26 Venezuela Street.-
Arab Alliance - 472 Homero Street.- .
Islamic Solidarity - 453 Lamarca Street.-
Pan Allaouite Islanmic Association - 805 Hidalgo Street.-
Allaouite Union - 3762 Concepcidn Arenal Street.-
The Allaouites come from the Southern part of Lebanon.-

Allaouite Youth -~ 153 Carios Pellegrini Strecet.-
Tripolitanian Society -~ 1088 Thames Street.-
Syrian-Lebanese Bank,343 Bné.Mitre Street,Corrientes and Paso St,

Canning and Corrientes Street and branch in Cérdoba.-
Lebanese Social Center - 1690 San Juan Street,Mar del Plata.-
Syrian-Lebanese Center -4199 9 de Julio Street,Mar del Plata.-
Syrian-Lebanese Center - 64C,Av.17,Mercedes.~

There are also Arab societies in places like MORENO,
NECOCHEA, BRAGADO, LOMAS DE ZAMORA, BERISSO, OLAVARRIA,
RAMATLO, CHACABUCO, JUNIN, LAVUS, ZARATE, ete¢.,besides those
in the provinces of grceat Arap concentration.—

Many of the institutions ennumerated celebrate only
social, sports and cultural acivivities, and their intervention
~in some political action is rare.-—
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CHAPTER X

THE "DIARIO SIRIO LIBANES'" AND OTHER PRESS ORGANS.

In various places in this paper we have nmentioned in
passing the "Diario Sirio-Libanés". We feel,though, that
this topic deserves particular comment.

This organ is edited for nany years by Mr.Emilio
Constantino,whose collaborations are published, though
not frequently,by the daily "La Nacién",particularly on
igsues connected with the Micddle Bast countries.At least,
Mr.Constantino considers himself one of the collaborators
of that great Argentinc newspaper,which he understands to
flatter duly every time the occasion is propiticus. The
editor of this Arab organ has nade recently a trip to thc
countries of the Middlc East. It should be enphasized that
"El Diario Sirio-Libanés" is the most virulently anti-
Semitic publication of the Arab comnmunities, It is easy
to imagine what kind of "literature' he serves his readers.
However,being written mostly in the Arab language,its
poiscnous influence is circumscribed to the Arab groups,
and though there is not one single issue of that paper
that would not deserve some Jewish reply,the press freedom
under which it shelters its defanations and slanders
hampers any concrete action. Bc¢ that as it nay, we wish
to stress that on December 2nd,1953, the DAIA felt
compelled to present a protest note to Minister of
Interior, with documental evidence of the anti~-Jewish
campaign carried on by "E1l Diario Sirio-Libanés",
related with the Jordan-~Isracli conflict and with the
statement about that conflics nade by the Israeli
diplomatic representative,Dr.Kubovy. Claiming to defend
the Arab interests —stated DATIA -~ said publication,
besides defaning systematically the Israeli representative,
atiempts to incite the public opinion against the Jews
with such unsavoury devices like dldentifying them with
"commercial speculation" or asserting that "The Zionistssese
those depraved subjects,act as baits in the sinister orga-
nizations of humen traffic..".It goes so far as to say that
"when its hosts (Judaism's) suffered those celebrated
persecutions, they were later exploited commercially".
To the Israell anmbassador it attributed "espionage
activities™ and "abuse of the Argentine hospitality" .-
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These fallacies were published in the Spanish part
of the Arab paper,thus acquiring a nore serious nature yet.
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On July 23,1954,the DAIA had to call anew on the
Interior minister to denounce the subversive action of
"El Diario Sirio-Libanés" and of the journal "América y
Oriente",and also the way to affix posters and leaflets
in the streets and in the subways,reproducing some of the
titles of papers published in the mentionecd publications.
With enormous typos it was stated that "The Jews desecrate
the Holy Places in Jerusalen".-

The following Arab publications also mppear in

Buenos Aires:
ASSALAM:; Editor:Camilo Chamun; 485-7 Paraguay Street.-
EL RAFIK; 1010, Reconquista Strecet.-

There are alsc other publications of irregular
periodicity and little importance,

CHAPTER XTI

RECENT ACTIVITIES

Though with less momentum than before,the Arab propa-
ganda during recent months continues developing in our

country in various ways.-

One of them is tc solicit, through leaflets and
sporadic manifestations, the solidarity of the Argentine
people with the cause of the Algerian National Liberation
Front. '

On occasion of the reccent merger between Egypt and
Syria into the United Arab Republic,and also of the estab-
lishment of the United Arab States, with the United Arabd
Republic and Yemen as first members,the Association for
Arab Culture organized a public meeting in the Buenos Aires
Theater,on March 31lst; during that neeting several films
were shown and speeches were made by the chalrman of the
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organizing body,Miguel Cosma, Dr.Ricardo Rojo,leader of
the Unién Civica Radical Intransigente, and the ambassa-
dor of the United Arab Republic¢, Dr.Nader Kuzbari.-

The press office of the Egyptian embassy announced
by all means of comnunication that starting from January
4th of this year,Cairo's broadcasts to Latin America would -
be nore frequent; it also indicated transmission schedules.

Arab leaders or emissaries from abroad visit our
country with certain assiduousness,but lately their
target are the Algerian and Tunisian problems. In this
connection Messrs. Hussein Triki and Ferhat Abbas canme
several times to Argentina,promoting a campaign of soli-
darity with the Algerian Liberation Front.The representa-
tive here of this movement is Miss Bonifacelli. Further-
nore, from time to time Arab delegates,particulerly
Egyptians,visit our country on behalf of the Arab League
or of other organisns.-—

" At the same time,however,a campaign against the
Jews makes itself increasingly felt. On various occasions
lately,and in particular during the cclebrations of the
10th anniversary of the State of Israel,Israeli flags
were torn down from the Jewish institutions,their walls
were tar-painted and anti-Jewich slogans written on the
walls.- :

The Arab effort t. spread by leaflets,panphlets and
booklets diverse slanders, highly absurd,has been inten-
gsified. These snears do not concentrate only on "Zionisn",

" but are designed to arouse the lowest anti-Jewish feelings
among the mass of the population.

These naterials are edited in the most primitive
lampooning style,by the same tcken, the papers pretending
to appear serious, don't stand the slightest analysis.
Their tremendous hate against the State of Israel and
its meaning for advancement in the Middle East, makes
then spill over against anything Jewish.-

Thus lately a lecaflet has been spread signed
"Pro Palestinefs Liberation",addressed to the '"noble
Argentine People",which to the rhetoric question "What
is the State of Israel?",answers,inter alia: "The "State
of Israel" is a Tictitiaous "State",artificially erected
by Russia,the United States and England,tc be used as
a base for their colonialist purposes in the Arab World"...
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"The "State of Israel" is an open aggression against all
nationalities,including the Argentine nation;for the Jew
born in Argentina renounces his duty to this Fatherland,
renounces service under the glorious blue-white banner to
travel to Palcstine, where he will kill and nurder the
natives,rightful masters of that country". "The "State
of Israel",built over the corpses of the Palestinian
heroes will not live as long as there will be one single
child in whose veins pulses the blood of the Syrians and
the dignity of the Arabs",

Published by a pretended "Arab Fatherland Group",
therc appearcd very recently = pamphlet which,pretending
to reply to charges made by DAIL about the discriminatory
treatment of Egyptian Jewry and their situation under the
Nasser regime, becones a collection of the most worn
"argunents'" taken from thce classic arscnal of anti-dewish
propaganda,

The pamphlet is headed "False Zionist Revelations,
Reply to treacherous misstatements by DAIA, (Delegation of
Argentine Jewish Asscciations)".- '
‘ The type of this pamphlet may be gathered from the
following quotations:

"The Delegavion of Argentine Jewish Assocliations
(DAIA) or more precisely the Delegation of Zionist Asso-
ciations,published by the end of the year 1957 a handbook
of distortions,under the suggestive title of "Egypt in
September 1957%., "...In our country,like in all countries,
the Jew,with his religious intransigeance,signifies to the
native that he is not merely onec nmore immigrant conming to
share his life,but to rule hinm,by not mixing his blood,
treating him like an inferior being,notwithstanding his
seening obsequiousness.All this creates a religious and
racial problem brought and presented by the selfsame Jew,
In his public and private life,the Jew lives confined in
his customs and religion,excluding the natives and thus he
contributes to promote a feeling which he has provoked
deliberately in order to appear a "victim and persecuted”.
", ..The finance,comnerce,industry,the cultural,pelitioal,
religious circles feel hisg devastating presence.For there
exists a directive line.In the Basle conference of 1879,
the principles of world conquest were clearly cstablished,
as they are detailed in the "Protocoles of the Wise of
Zion". "...The teachings given to their young descendants
revcal a deep love for Israel,at the expense of that to
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the native soil, developing a conscience closed to any
outside contact,they stick to their race and religion and
the nationality of their origin - and then they cry out
about anti-Semitisnm -~ they perseverate in the need to
naintain the State of Israel in order to implement their
objectives of conquest,to which end they intensify the
United Isracl Appcal,by neans of the sale of bonds to
acquire arms and strenghthen thelr aggressive power in

the Near East". "DAIA's record is quite well known...

it is no norc than one of the nany instruments - the
biggest for corruption - of international Zionism,whose
objectives are... the perverting of the social,political
and cultural circles of the peoples,in order to subject
them to its designs.DATA published that pamphlet,written
by one Nchemia Robinson,dircctor,so they claim,of the
Institute for Jewish Affairs of the World Jewish Congress.
This Congress,by the way,is the continuation of the one

of Basle in 1879,designed to perseverate in the policy

of dom1nat10n,cxn1n81on and moral,econonical and social
subjugation of thec remaining leople,purtlcularly the
Christian people', Then,referring to the "illegitinmate
state of Isramel",the panphlet goes on talking about '"the
juridical aberration without parallel" of the Arab refu-
gees,the pretended "religious persccution,particularly
against Christianity,with execrable dceds,which presently
elicit the following qguestion:"How can this be passively,
indifferently and secrelly be taken by those affedted?"
Then mention is made of the panphlcts by Father E.Andraos,
St.Paul's missionary,to conclude "DAIA's tactics,like that
of Zionisn,is to vell its purposes,clearly stated in the
"Protocols of the Wise of Zion",princirles which energed
from the Basle Congress of 1879,and which are of absolute
veracity,since the world lives precisely the directives

of these protocols".And then follow 24 of these "direetives",
naturally of such absurd coutert os can be invented only
by deranged ninds.

It is worthwhile to stress here the shaneless and
injurious form btaken by this type of propaganda,which
formerly appearcd only in defense of Arab interests and
now gspreads over in this nost ordinary anti-Jewish lite-—
rature with a view to inflawe the feelings of unsuspecting
people against the Argentine Jewish 001wun1ty,the whole
Jewish pcople and thec State of Israel.—
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CONCLUDING WORDS

Fron a reading of the information presented in
this paper,nany conclusions may be arrived at. Without
any wish to impose upon the picture cach reader may
have formed,we think it appropiate to make the following
remarks:

The sequence of events occurred in the Middle Bast
during recent years has projected its influence also.
over our country;estranging two communities,the Jewish
and the Arab one,between which there existed cordial
relations,;individually as well as collectively,up to
a certain nonent. This situation has undergone obvious
changes,not only as a natural reflection of the happenings
abroad,but also,and in a considerable neasure,through the
activity deployed by agents foreign to our surroundings,
who knew how to seek the collaboration of novenments and
elenents interested in disturbing the harnony between
the diverse sectors of the country, i. e. of the nazis,
racialists,anti~Senits and other like groups. On other
occasions the action of these diverse centers or indi-
viduals took such forms as to appear sometimes on lines
converging or as natural allies of the Arab clements.

It is obvious,however, that the Arab nationalistic
feeling in our country and anti-~-Jewish prejudice based
on.the Arab-Isracli conflict has been and continues

to be fanned by easily identifiable and definite bodies.

» Therefore we believe that the nmain sources inspiring
and executing the activity and propaganda of anti-Israeli
and anti-Jewlsh character are:

thre three Arabd diplomatic missions of the Arab
States accredited before our ccuntry: Egypt,Syria and
Lebanon.

Nazih Hakin,in charge of the Office of the League
of Arab States in Iatin Anerica (the well known Arab League),
with headquarters in 513,Suipacha Street;Nazih Hakin
figures as press attaché to the Syrian enbassy.

An inportant activity is developed also by the
nilitary attaché to the Egyptian ewmbassy,Jaled Fawsi,
who replaces the former military attaché,General Hassan
F.Ismail,who has recently been nominated head of the
Latin Anmerican Department of the Egyptian foreign ministry.,
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Many of the local Arab crganizations naintain
contacts - strengthened during these last years - with
nazi elements,that is to say Argentines of nazi ideology
and German nagis. established in our country.We remember
the pratse showered by the nazis on the Gran Mufti of
Palestine, Hadj Awuin E1 Husseini, the congratulatory letter
sent by this latter to nazisn's mouthpiece in the world,
the nazi journal edited in Buenos Aires,"DER WEG",on occa-—
sion of the Jjournal's tenth anniversary,the inportant
functions discharged presently in the Egyptian foreigu
ninistry by the forner editor and contribubtor to "Der
Weg", von Leers, the repeated spreading of reports fron
-the Arab League throuzgh the paper of a part of the German
community in our country,"Freie Presse'",the inclusion of
nazi and anti-Senitic elements in sone meetings of the
Arab propaganda,the diffusion anong the nationalistic,
anti-Senmitic and nazi clements of the journal "América y
Oriente",ectc..

The slogans and the whole Arab propaganda in our
country followed chronologically the following lines:
1°)Anti~Zionisn; 2°) Against the "fictitious"State of
Israel; 3°) Desecration of the Holy Places and persecution
of the Catholic Church and of the other religions; 4°) The
problen of the Arab refugees of Palestine; 5°) "The imperia-
list feelings"of Israel and of the Jews; 6°) Anti-imperialisnm
and anti-colonialism and against the "Zionist imperialism";
70) The Jews as pronoters of racial neasures against the
Negroes and other coloured people in the USA and in South
Africa and against the minorities in Israel itself.-

The main objectives of Arab action are:influence
the Argentine government and the governnents of other
Latin Anerican countries in favour of their points of view,
exploiting the anti~inpecrialist and anti-colonialist feelings
of great sectors of the peoples of South America; nobilize
friendship towards the Arab cause,in the international
political field and in their policy in the UN, It is to be
noted that,while they have succeeded in kindling sone
nationalistic fervour in the Arab communities residing in
our country, this has not reached the level expected by
those who inflaned and cxploited such feelings. An inte-
resting neasure of it nmay be gathered from the fact that
they have not succeeded in raising funds of inmportance in
public actions.The Arab propaganda ocrgans dispose of great
econonic neans,but these proceced from guite different sources,.
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From the facts and conclusions given,we believe
to have presented sufficient eliments to appraise duly
the dimensions and characteristics of the matter considered
above.

We only wish to fornulate one last remark. And this
refers to the fact that in the present paper we have practi-
cally made no nention ¢f the activities deployed or the
measures taken én cach occasion by the conpetent Jewish
organizations,to counteract the destructive effect of the
defaming canpaigns against the Jews,the State of Israel and
Zionism, since 1t is of little interest to list in detail
the work done to that end;we also take for granted the
knowledge of the rcaction before each case assuned by our
comnunity and its central organizations, as well as the
gstanding attention given to these problens in order %o
enlighten in due nanner the public opinion and cancel the
malign effects of the hate campaigns described above.

It is our wish that the presont paper nay signify a
contribution for the better undershanding of one of

the problems the Jews nust face and that the hope,never
refuted,of the Jewish congregation the world over that

the barriers dividing the Arabs fron the Jews may disappear,
shall be fulfilled,thus reaching the nuch hoped for peaceful,
neighbourly living together of these peoples in the Near
East and other placcs in the world.Such fulfillment,we
trust,shall s~on become a radiant reality.-
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