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About the Singapore Bicentennial e-book series

Take a quick dive into the different time periods in Singapore
history, the stories and legacies of our different communities.
Discover lesser-known histories of people, places and events.
Each nugget offers a unique glimpse into the layered lives and
histories of our people, going Into topics as diverse as natural
history, architecture and religious practices.

About the Singapore Bicentennial

The Singapore Bicentennial marks the 200" anniversary of the
arrival of the British in Singapore, a turning point in our history.
But our story starts way before that.

Travellingbackintimeto 700yearsago, the Singapore Bicentennial
iIsan occasionforustoreflectonourextensive andtextured history:
how we have evolved, from a place with a geographically strategic
location, into Singaporeans with a unique DNA.

This commemoration features a huge cast of contributors, as well
as the regional and global developments that have shaped our
lives and identities.



Parameswara and Temasek:
The Sacking of Singapore

A kitten boards the ship of Parameswara, a prince on
the run from Majapahit forces after his failed uprising.
Leaving behind the beautiful lands of Nusantara,
they end up on the shores of Temasek, where the
ambitious prince turns his ambition towards the
unsuspecting host and ruler, Sangesinga.
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Snitt

Sigh!
Cold, wet and
salty as usual.

<)

When | was just a wee Kitten,
my world was an endless
sea of blue salty water.

Stay away from
. the window, boy!
N\ G0 10 your ma.

Thanks Grandma!
| hate it here.
| miss home.

we have 10
leave?
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| wish we didn't have

to leave. Our home in
Nusantara used 1o be
beautiftul, lush, and green.

Nusantara
was ruled by
the Majapahit
empire,

powerful man
@ by the name of
\ 6a)ah Mada.
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Gajah Mada |
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The people loved /,,:ﬁ,,,% |

Gajah Mada. ,ﬁ;}{"”ﬂﬁ ,!;,L

He was their hero. ‘ oo
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His death brought
despair and division
spread and rippled

across the land.

The empire went into
decline and became
Increasingly vulnerable to
dissent and rebellions.

Rebel leaders in the
different territories
emerged with the aim
to seize power.

There were ruthless |2 2 You and your
murders, homes (NG e (4 Kl brothers were

were destroyed. A ' ' = born amidst
2 : chaotic times.
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One of the rebel leaders
was Parameswara,
a Malay Hindu prince.

Unfortunately He had to abandon
his attempt to Bangka island and flee

seize power from the pursuing
did not go well. Majapahit forces.

We took the
chance to
sneak aboard.
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And here we are
hanging on to the
hope of finding
a new home...

amidst the
chaoftic fimes,
out af sea.
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/.~ Can't you

=

l stay away from
the window?

The sea smells
different

Men! | see -
land ahead! 3
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/

{ Foreign vessel
approaching!

/

Someone
fetch the
Sang Aji!

_ w —

We finally  \ LRI

=

| wonder
what kind of
cats live on
this island.

Our new
home!

I'm
Parameswara,
| seek refuge on
your island.

Welcome 10
my humble island,
Temasek!

I'm Sangesinga,
Sang Aji and ruler
of this land.
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1392, Parameswara
arrived in Temasek.

My dear prince,
you and your men
shall be safe on
this island.

o= e You are welcome
WW/P to stay for as

long as needed!

" Thank you for
your generosity,
my dear Sang Aji.

Stop playing! )
Hurvy along!

b ~<
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the Sang Aji hosted
Parameswara and
his men generously.
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A week passed by, " - _ _
we've finally settled P 'm going to '=
down in the village play with the kids Y

> at Sang Aji's AR
Where are A\ W
you heading
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Wanna
g out?
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4 )  What is he doing
774l 7 at Sang Aji's
s ¥ residence late _-
0 at night?! =
N
o9 i 1)\

Il have to
see to that

Sang Aji's 7.
security is A
a belly of joke! J~ v

/1

e —

Hey! What
are you-
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Sangesinga!
Did you hear
that?
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Parameswara
What are you
doing here?!

Where is the T

guard boy? " the boy sleepin

on the steps

Don't worry!
| have tfaken care

How dare you
abuse my
hospitality!
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After all we have
done for you!
You monster!

Hmm... because
Temasek is a
hidden gem and
| want it!

It is wasted
under the rule of
Sangesinga.
| shall be a
better ruler.
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The assassination of
the Sang Aji was an
open secret among
the locals but no one
dared talk openly
about the incident.

Parameswara had
his wish. He was
crowned the new
ruler of Temasek.

S\
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That said, the prince
ruled the island well.
Temasek enjoyed peace
and growth for several
years to come.

Life could not have
been better, | have
my own family now.

So did Parameswara
who took a beautiful
wife and settled down.
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The peaceful days
did not last.
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The late Sang Aji
had political connections
with the Ayutthaya Kingdom.
And the news of his murder
nad reached the
Siamese empire.

In the name of vengeance,
the Siamese King sent his
troops to attack Temasek.
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The Siamese have
broken the fort and
are ravaging the
villages!

Mobilise all able young
men you can find! |
Defend the island! —

| will go fo
our neighbours
for aid!

Help did not come.
We were no match for
the mighty Siamese troops.

My young family and |
watched as our home was
razed to the ground.

It isn't safe
here anymore.
We need o leave.
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7/ Hurry up!
| Before anyone
X sees us!
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Under the cloak of night,
. we watched Parameswara
- sail across the Straits,

< Ve into the Malay Peninsula,

Leaving his people, and his
home behind, without a leader
to lead and defend them.
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Watching his cowardly act,
| wondered what had
happened to the brave,
ruthless warrior | once knew.

|
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The Siamese left and
the island gradually regained
its peace and lush greenery.
Nothing about Parameswara

was heard again. We didn’t
know what became of him.

What about

them, my girl?

| know Parameswara
was well and alive before
| hitched a ride on a
cargo ship and lett the
port of Melaka.

Remember the
stories of the princ
you fold us?

My new friend
from Melaka has
news!

28
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Stay and tell /" Parameswara is a hero
me more! where | come from. Mom said

that it was thanks to him
Melaka is the properous
bustling port it is how,

s

founding father
of Melaka.

e s

y

But there were

rumours that the
~ Majapahit and Siamese . ‘ -
were trying to claim the ) 7 -

% port... so | left. A
Y N

.

. . Good fo finally
r
A Ah deja vu' know how our

rf/, . friend is doing.

Great

grandpal

Tell us the
stories of the
prince again!

Gather around!
It will be a long one!
You see, it began

with the ocean...
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About the Author and lllustrator
FOO SWEE CHIN

Foo Swee Chin’s career as a comic book artist and
llustrator spans more than two decades. She has
collaborated with American and Japanese publishing
houses and game developers. Her versatility as an artist
allows her to easily cross genres from dark, twisty and
melancholic to sweet and whimsical.



About Ethos Books

WWW.ETHOSBOOKS.COM.SG

Giving voice to emerging and exciting writers from diverse
backgrounds, we help foster an environment In which
literature and the arts not only survive, but thrive.

That's why our authors and their ideas come first. By taking a
collaborative approach to publishing, we bring each author’s
voice and vision to fruition.

We are always open to new ideas: different ways of working
and fresh ways of delivering the unparalleled satisfaction only
a good book can bring.

Established in 1997, Ethos Books, an imprint of Pagesetters
Services Pte Ltd, aims to create books that capture the spirit
of a people and reflect the ethos of our changing times.

O0S

™
b o o k s

Singapore

¢

About Fellow

WWW.FELLOWDESIGN.CO

Fellow Is a design studio focused In developing print, digital and
exhibition work for art, culture and community organisations.

The studio endeavours to listen closely to the nuances
and needs of each project to craft sensitive and resonant
communication for its audience. Selected clients include
Asian Film Archive, Gillman Barracks, Malay Heritage Centre,
National Library Board, OH! Open House, Tsao Foundation as
well as iIndependent content creators and curators.






