We, the undersigned, share the view that Pope Ratzinger should not be given the
honour of a state visit to this country. We believe that the Pope, as a citizen of
Europe and the leader of a religion with many adherents in the UK, is of course free
to enter and tour our country. However, as well as a religious leader, the Pope is a
head of state and the state and organisation of which he is head has been
responsible for:

®  opposing the distribution of condoms and so increasing large families in poor
countries and the spread of AIDS

promoting segregated education

denying abortion to even the most vulnerable women

opposing equal rights for lesbians, gay, bisexual and transgender people

failing to address the many cases of abuse of children within its own organisation.

The state of which the Pope is head has also resisted signing many major human
rights treaties and has formed its own treaties (‘concordats’) with many states
which negatively affect the human rights of citizens of those states. In any case, we
reject the masquerading of the Holy See as a state and the Pope as a head of state
as merely a convenient fiction to amplify the international influence of the Vatican.
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