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Abstract

This paper examines the geographical distribution of the cinemas in Taipei, as well
as the textures developed around them. Firstly as sites for rituals of mass daydreaming,
the cinemas gradually become destinations providing complex leisure activities appeal-
ing to differentiated audience. The evolution of the cinemas in Taipei since the post-war
period is reviewed and mapped from secondhand data analysis, on-field observation and
interviews. It is found that the spatio-temporal changes of the distribution of the cinemas
are due to the rise of new city centers, the decline of cinema industries and hence an
increasingly differentiated audience, as well as the transformed experiences of urban
leisure and visuality. In the meanwhile, mainstream cinemas were gradually franchised,
while cinemas at the city outskirt re-established themselves as second-run theaters and
the fad for historical preservation and cultural and creative industries led to the emer-
gence of art houses. Such changes show that the position of cinemas in the consumption
landscape has been recalibrated. The earlier cinemas accommodating only one single
screen often performed modernity through their landmark buildings, and were the focus
of the local commercial landscape. Yet, the recent cinemas are usually integrated into
part of the department store, shopping mall, and cultural park, and often hold multiple
screens or are art houses appealing to a small niche market. The current cinemas are
therefore supplementary to the wider space of consumption rather than its focus. While
cinemas may appear somewhat outdated given our contemporary environment largely
mediated through mobile visual devices, they are still tempting in their ability to transport
us to elsewhere with its fantastic visual apparatus, and can be valuable catalyst for place
building.

Keywords: consumption geographies, everyday life, divided society,
visual apparatus, vision-mediated environment
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