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Opening of K.CO.B.A. Primary School on 10th March,
1961, Mr T.C. Cheng, Mss, Crozier, Mr. C.S. Sham
{President), Dr The Hon. D.).S, Crazier, Mr. Edmund Sun,
Mr, H.K. Chung.

° IABIER ¢
KEERRNBIURBELZY E
THE MR FRBEBOA
o Y AT A ST B K D R B
FR R - 5 > R
BUR—EWHF RSB
i > ERREGHTHYAELE
EMEREENEE -

TR —EBEREME R T
BIWSALH - WHELRE (Mr oW
Sargison) ¥R GBI A3 R
HERBHRANARER  SNEEH
FetE it o b AR O AR Y

REEREZSNE :

REHR RS EDEE 1950850 -
B RRR (AEHFRRSYRR) -
BReEFRERS LM - B1960F K2 H
] O B R R
EHERLRS - HERmMERNATR
BHF %L (Mr. G, P, Ferguson) i ¢

196145 BT E Al B e e H bR 4%
BE ZEHERLENEERRT -

BRI LS - FERURSH » L
BRBRILER TS ETEe); -
R1966%F » BEABUFHE S REFES
TOEERE R B RS R R BT
N EFEANRHRERRERIENT
BRBUTRA » ERABEREE TSR
LEMZTRE > Bl19844E98 » BRFE L
FRUEBEZEY  FEUREYE - 28T
BERE M > BT ARE 128 i
I—EANEREH . (B 196658
W)

KEHFRMNEG MR E—TRREN
BEEL s MWERRIRLREREMN -
b EE1964F B » BEEATRBER MG »
R 19644F E19834F - B4EIABHE
—RAREFENREEL  EREEER
FEHIER EEUSEREF  TUH
Ri—ERBEANE WA - B
FREERBABE > BGE s EER
RRBIEES -

Dr. The Hon. D.J.S. Crozier, Directer of Education, unveiling
the inscription stone at the opening of K.C.O.B.A. Primary School,
On the left is Mr C.S. Sham, President of the Assaciation,
10th March, 1961.
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he name of King's College was first adopted in 1922 when the present site, 63A, Bonham

Road, was chosen for the construction of a secondary school. Previously it was accommo-
dated in Third Street and then in Pokfulam Road and was known as Saiyingpun Primary School.
The foundation stone was laid in 1923. The work of construction spanned 3 years and was at
length completed in 1926. The pupils of Saiyingpun School were then transferred to the new
premises. [n January 1927, King's College commenced as a secondary school with Mr. Alfred
Morris as the first principal. The official opening by the governor, H.E. Sir Cecil Clementi,
K.CM.G, LLD., M.A., however, did not take place until March 5, 1928.

Saiyingpun School dated back to 1879, in which year the Government decided to establish a
Free School at West Point, and appointed as Headmaster Mr. Fung Fu, a returned student from
America. The School was at first accommodated in Third Street. After a period of 12 years, the
number in attendance had reached 110, and the Government was then induced by the late Dr.
Fitel, Inspector of Schools, to erect a more permanent building in Pokfulam Road, the site of the
later Vernacular Middle School.

Mr. Fung retained the Headmastership in the new building for a further 12 years, till 1903,

when he retired and was succeeded by Mr. W. H. Williams. The latter was transferred in 1905 to
the Victoria British School, which had just come into being, and Mr. Alfred Morris was appointed
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Headmaster. The school commenced to grow and the
average attendance was 403 by 1909. In spite of addi-
tions and enlargements, the capacity of the premises was
severely taxed. Saiyingpun School changed its name and

removed to the present home in September, 1926.

When the College was first built, it acquired an envi-
able reputation of being the finest schoal building in the
East. It was built around the 3 sides of a square, The whole
building comprised a North Wing, a South Wing and an
East Wing. The tower above the main entrance dignified

the general appearance of King's while the dainty schaol

garden further enhanced its beauty, Altogether there
were 29 classrooms, 2 laboratories, a library and museum, a geography room, a gymnasium, a great
Hall, a workshop, a photography room, a playground and a swimming paol. The playground was
divided into 3 courts - for basketball, volleyball and tennis. It also contained a jumping pit. In those

days, a school of such size and facilities was considered to be more than perfect.

During the first fifteen years, the school followed the old system of class organisation with
eight classes, numbered in descending order. Classes 8 and 7 were primary classes and class 6 was
equivalent to the present form. The enrolment stood at 840 boys. Ever since its founding, King's
had played a profound role in the Colony's education. The success could be attributed to the high
competency of the first three principals - Mr. Alfred Morris (1926-1934), Mr. William Kay (1934-
1939) and Mr. H. G. Wallington (1939-1941). While King's was enjoying its prosperous days, the

Pacific War broke out after the Pearl Harbor incident in December, 1941. Hong Kong was occu-

pied by the Japanese on Christmas day.

The tragic war did immense dam-
age to Hong Kong and King's was not
to be spared either. The Japanese occu-
pation was undoubtedly an unhappy in-
terlude, for all normal activities of the
school came to a halt and the school
building were utterly destroyed. But,
"every cloud has a silver lining". When
the war ended in 1945, brighter days
were in store for King's. The tragedy of

35



destruction was soon followed by the joy of

reconstruction.

In 1950, revived and rehabilitated, King's was
re-opened as a two-sessional primary school, namely
King's College Primary School. The school was also
shared by the Northcote Training College, Mr. H. T.
Woo was appainted the Headmaster. This was only a

brief phase of one year's duration. In the following
year the school was restored as a secondary school
(AM.) with Mr. C. W. Sargison as Principal. For the

first time in its history girls were admitted, most were

promoted from the primary school. The total enrol-
ment was 640 pupils. The first stage of extension of the
school building was completed by 1953 adding two laboratories, a Preparation Room, a Lecture
Room, an Art Room and five classrooms. The enrolment figure soared to 750. However, the slow
pace of reconstruction of schaol buildings after the war had forced King's to share its building with
Li Shing Primary School, Grantham Training College and Queen Elizabeth School successively
during the next few years. The whole school was thus operated on a bi-sessional basis. It was not
until 1960 that the whole school building was regained.

In 1954, Mr. Sargison was succeeded by Mr, F. K. Leung who made history for being the first
Chinese principal of the school. In the same year, an additional Form Upper Six was operated to
cater for those students who planned to sit for the revised Hong Kong University Matriculation
Examination, 1955 witnessed the first group of King's graduates entering the university after the

war with the total number being 14.

Notable changes occured in the late 1950's. In 1957, Mr. C. W. Sargison returned as Principal.
Moreover, owing to the increasing demands for secondary school places and limited space of the
school, students of Form Lower and Upper 6 Arts were transferred to Queen's college and Queen
Elizabeth School in 1958-59, and Form 1 students recruited from the Joint Primary 6 Examination
had to spend the first year in Wanchai Primary School with Mr. Yeung An Wah as Master-in-
charge. The urgent need for further expansion of the schaol finally received favourable response
from the government and an extra floor was added to the South Wing and two floors added above
the Gymnasium. This final stage of construction work was completed by December, 1959 and
furnishing of the new premises followed in the next few months. In consequences, the branch

school at Wanchai ended its one-year life and was incorporated with the main school in the new
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academic year. By 1960 the final stage of rebuilding was completed with King's considerably
bigger than it was originally. The size and scope of the extension were an entirely upward
development, bringing the front block to four storeys high and the Gymnasium Wing three. After
the expansion there were totally 26 classrooms, 10 special rooms and 7 laboratories, the largest in
number possessed by any government school at that time. The new classrooms, unlike the
previous ones, were all larger and of uniform demensions. The new laboratories had gained space
by the avoidance of passages, each room possessing its own door to a staircase. Main features of
the extension were the exceptionally large library with an area of about 1,800 sq. ft., an up-to-date

and well equipped Ceography Room and a bright Art Room looking on to the harbor.

On January 1, 1960, King's entered a new phase in which it became a full-day school for the
first time since the war. Normal school hours now lasted from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., a five-day week
and a summertime schedule were introduced. Farly in the school year, Mr. C. W. Sargison went
on leave prior to retirement and Mr. G. S. Coxhead took over the duties as principal. It was during
Mr. Coxhead's tenure of office (1960-1967) that King's entered a new phase of change and
progress. Owing to the lack of meeting places in Hong Kong the school building was constantly
booked for activities by various outside
organizations:- the Government Clerical
Service, the Auxiliary Medical Services, the
Police Reserve, the Civil Aid Services and
St. John's Ambulance Division of the Old
Boys' Association. The school Hall served

its customary purpose in accommodating

candidates for all public examinations. In
April 1961, a cherished dream was realized
with the opening of a canteen, a facility which had been lacking for years. Right from the
beginning of the academic year of 1962 the school worked on a new time-table based on a
6-day cycle system by which Day | progressed in sequence to Day V1. The new System enabled
more minor subjects to be included in the curriculum, thus allowing greater flexibility. In 1963,
Form Lower Six Arts was opened after a lapse of several years. It restored the balance between
Science and Arts classes though the demand for entrance to Science or Medicine classes was still

greater. From 1966 onwards girls were admitted only in Form 6.

In 1967, Mr. H. W. Clarke succeeded Mr. Coxhead as Principal and it was during the next
three years that King's witnessed a climax of academic attainment. In 1968, 64 distinctions were
recorded for our students in the Hong Kong University Matriculation Examination, an

unprecedented achievement. By 1971, Mr. D. R. Madan was appointed Principal and King's
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heralded the Seventies by maintaining the laurels in both
Scholarship and extra-curricular activities. In 1975, results in
the Certificate of Education Examination recorded the highest
and best King's had ever achieved, with a total of 125 distinc-
tions and 470 credits. On November 1, 1972, after years of
fund-raising and renovation by the K.C. Old Boys' Association
the school swimming pool was officially re-opened. |t was a
long dream come true. In the same year the school was
awarded the Omega Challenge Rose Bowl for being the Most
Progressive School in sports, an honor to 2 schoo! whose

students showed zealous participation, commendable

achievement and remarkable sportsmanship in sports. Since
1973, owing to popular demands, two classes in Form Lower 6 have offered 3 subjects of
Chemistry, Physics and Biology with a view to enable students to qualify for entrance to the
Medical Faculty of the Hong Kong University.

{Extracted from the 'Fig Tree' Golden Jubilee issue)

On the St. Valentine's Day of 1976, hundreds of students with their friends and family
members crowded in the school playground - not for the celebration of the romantic festive Day,
but for attending the School Bazaar which was one of the most impartant and appealing activities
in the celebration of the School's Golden Jubilee. Popular singers and actors from the CTV and
the Hong Kong Christian Children Choir enlivened the students and guests immensely with their
hilarious entertainment. The stalls, festooned with balloons, colored ribbons and pieces of
bamboo, manifested the creativity and aestheticism of our students. Besides providing a whole day
enjoyment to the visitors, the Bazaar raised scholarship funds for the students and undoubtedly left

a memorable page in the history of King's College.

In October 1977, the sad news of Mr. D. R, Madan's sudden death came and Mr. K. F. Chu
was appointed as Principal of King's. [n the same year, a new system of choice of subjects for F.5
students, i.¢., 3 classes in Science and 1 class in Arts began. Provision of student counselling service
and the station of a social worker in the School were also introduced during the year. The School
again won the Omega Challenge Rose Bowl for Sports in 1978. Two years later, our students
won the Champion of the Joint School Science Competition. During the school year 198283,
renavation work for our School Building was carried out and replacement of the Hall Lighting was

accomplished.
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Since 1984 and in the subsequent years, a number of our eminent students won scholarships to
the renowned Oxford and Cambridge University in UK. In 1985, the Leadership Training Camp
of the Schaol was established. Students of the same academic year won the Champion of the

Mathematics Olympiad Competition out of 182 schools in Hong Kong.

In September 1986, Mr. W. T. Poon succeeded Mr K. F. Chu as Principal of King's and
Mr. H. S. Grewal, the then Secretary for Civil Service, addressed the School in its Speech Day on
February 19, 1987. During the same academic year, the Education Camp of the School was set up
for S.3 and S.6 students. In 1987, the School Fountain in the School Carden was reactivated
through the effort of the Principal and the teachers. One of the Students won the Bronze Medal
and Silver Medal in the International Maths Olympiad Competition in 1987 and 1989
respectively. '

In 1991, the first study tour to Singapore sponsored by King's College Old Boys' Association
for K.C. students was organised and accomplished with success. Study tours organised in the
subsequent years were found welcome and meaningful by the students. For the first time in the
history of King's College, the Student Union and the Parents and Teachers Association of the
School were formed during the school year 1991-92. The School Advisory Council was also set
up in 1991. Three students of K.C. represented Hong Kong to Moscow and won both silver and
bronze medals in the International Maths. Olympiad Competition in the same acaderic year. In
1994, a 10'A’ student emerged for King's in the Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination.
Four other students obtained 9As in the same
examination of this year. During the school
year of 1993-94 and 1994-95, the School
underwent certain renovation work for the
building and the laboratories as well as the
installation of lightings in the playground and
the stage.

The seventy years of King's college in the past did not only witness the development of Hong
Kong as well as a prominent government schoo! but was proud of fostering numerous eminent
persons for Hong Kong and other countries. With a tradition and history behind it, King's is now
all confident to step inta its 7 Ist year and continue to make contribution to the society in the years
to come and beyond 1997.

(1976-1995 - by Chan Tat Chi)
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Name

gk

Chan, Kwok Sum
Chue, Kie Cheung
Ho, Man Kai

Ho, Shu Tong
Kwan, Chung Tim
Lam, Hung Chiu
Lau, Yue Kui
Leung, Kon King
Li, Ka Keung

Luk, Waon Kwan
Leung Miu Ching
Ma, Ming To
Mak, Wing Hei
Ng, Kee Tak
Seto, Ming
Tsang, Lap Kei
Wong, Wai Lai
Yuen, Sap Yee

B

Chan Kwok Ki; Edwin
Chung Hung Wan

Cheng Koon Yin, Raymond
Ip Hung Kong, John

Lau Wing Chi

Lau Wing Pak, Winston
Leung Kwok Chuen, Bruce
Lee Kwong Chung, Thomas
Lo Chew

Pang Chi Wai

Poon Hin Yeung, Patrick

AT
Cheng Pui Lam

Tel. No.

604-250-9033
416-223-4625
416-590-0683
416-445-4930
905-276-7618
416-494-0538
416-759-6409
416-756-9985
905-273-6428
519-821-4440
416-299-7867
604-941-0569
416-925-8208
416-298-2000
416-661-7270
905-457-4848
416-291-6114
905-737-7603

(02953 44646
(02)942 74238
(03)987 35856
(03)985-08868
(03)985 94072
(03)985 98257
(02)998 39032
(03)985 96935
(07)326 38610
(03)984 29585
(03)956 22216

(06)353 6617

Address

3535 Quesnel Drive, Vancouver, B.C, V61 2W7
1909-30 Greenview Ave., North York, Ontario
56 Ambrose Road, North York, Ont. M2K 2W9
78 Farm Greenway, Don Mills, Ont. M3A 3M2
1134 Deer Run, Mississauga, Ont. L5C 356

72 Ellenhall Sq., Scarborough, Ont. M1V 382
1087 Warden Ave,, Scarborough, Ont. MtR 2P35
5 Thimble Berryway, North York, Ont, M2H 3Ké6
2523 Claymare Cres., Mississauga, Ont. L5C 3A2
88 Paisley St., Guelph, Ont. N{H 2N8

77 Shistling Hills Dr., Scarboro. Ont. MiV 3K7
2882 Stanley Pl Coquitlam, B.C. V3B 717

/o 507 Brunswick Ave., Toronto, Ont. M5R 2W8
38 Bridley Dr., Agincourt, Ont. MtV 1A9

122 Carnival Crt.,, Willowdale, Ont.

48 Tamworth Crt., Brampton, Ont. L6Y 454

293 Pitfield Rd., Agincourt, Ont. M1IS 1Z2

16 Hillholm Blvd., Richmond Hill, Ont. L4B 2J3

85 Ogilvy St., Peakhurst, Sydney, NSW 2210

34 Bridges Rd., Lane Cove, Sydney, NSW 2066

5 Savaris Crt.,-Donvale, Melbourne, Vic 3111

23 Norweena St., Doncaster; Melbourne, Vic 3108
36 Cascade St., North Balwyn, Melbourne, Vic 3104
22 Murifo St., East Kew, Melbourne, Vic 3102

66 Bobbinhead Rd., Turramurra, Sydney, NSW 2074
5 Wright St., East Kew, Melbourne, Vic 3102

3 De Villers Place, Brishane, Qid 4034.

11 Daws Rd., Doncaster East, Melbourne, Vic 3109
29 Brazilia Dr., Glen Waverley, Melbourne, Vic 3150

44 Escort Grove, Palmerston North, North fsland,
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