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Iran’s Longstanding
Cooperation with Armenia
Domestic Azerbaijani Opposition 
May be Rising

Brenda Sha�er
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the �rst ground for concern 
from the point of view in Teh-
ran is the lack of political sta-
bility in the newly independent 
republics. �e unstable condi-
tions in those republics could 
be serious causes of insecuri-
ty along the lengthy borders 
(over 2,000 kilometers) Iran 
shares with those countries. 
Already foreign hands can be 
felt at work in those republics, 
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[e]specially in Azerbaijan and 
Turkmenistan republics, with 
the ultimate objective of brew-
ing discord among the Iranian 
Azeris and Turkmen by insti-
gating ethnic and nationalistic 
sentiments.
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Tehran almost always 
puts pragmatic inter-
ests above ideology in 
instances where Islamic 
solidarity con�icts with 
primary geopolitical 

interests.
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Iran was in the neighborhood 
of the environment of the con-
�ict. Karabakh is situated only 
40 km distance from its bor-
ders. At that time, this possibil-
ity raised that the boundaries of 
con�ict extended to the beyond 
of Karabakh. Since then, Iran’s 
consideration was based on 
security perceptions. [...] Iran 
could not be indi�erent to the 
developments occurring along 
its borders, security changes of 
the borders and their impact on 
Iran’s internal developments.
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Iran’s main concern 
was preventing identi-
�cation of its domestic 
Azerbaijani community 
with the new Republic of 

Azerbaijan. 
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Iran expressed its opposition to 
the change of political geogra-
phy of the region. If this plan 
could have been somehow im-
plemented it would have had 
wide political, economic and 
security e�ects on the region. 
Linking Nakhchevan to Azer-
baijan would have reduced the 
importance of Iran’s unique 
and distinctive position in 
the Caucasus and interrupted 
Iran’s linkage with Armenia.
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While o�cially Tehran 
remained neutral, Iran 
served as Armenia’s main 
supply route during most 

of the war.
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Unfortunately, there was no 
bene�t from the activity of 
Iran’s peacemaking mission, 
for example. Khodzhaly fell af-
ter their �rst visit to Karabagh, 
and Shusha fell a�er their sec-
ond visit, and the fall of Lachin 
is the sequel to this.
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Since late 2017, as open 
public opposition to 
the Iranian regime has 
grown, so has open op-
position to Iran’s cooper-

ation with Armenia.
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Nagorno-Karabakh is Azer-
baijani territory. We cannot 
support an Armenian policy 
of aggression and occupation 
that aims to separate the region 
from Azerbaijan. [...] As part 
of my activities as an MP from 
Tabriz, I wrote an article about 
the situation with the Agdam 
mosque and denounced this 
fact. Several other members 
joined me. Naturally, we con-
demn any disrespect to Islam. 
A mosque is a symbol of reli-
gion and faith. �e mosques in 
Karabakh are not an exception. 
Our theologians condemn the 
desecration of mosques.
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Azerbaijanis in Iran re-
acted to the April 2020 
open appearance of evi-
dence of  Iran’s aid to Ar-
menians in the occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan.
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Coming to an End?
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