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~ui Diem, editor ot the ~i~on Po~t and a 
tor:e:~· ::e::1ber ot the Council of Notablc:; , 1u~ been 
invol,-ed in Vietr.ar.lece politie::: 3S :l. lcadin~ member 
ot t~(! r.atiol'Ullistic and non-Co:-:.u.,,1ct Dlli Viet 
Pnr:y. Active in Buddhist affa.!.rs, BuiDiem1i3s 
ac'tivr:ly opposed the government headed by PriD:c 
IUnist.er Tron Van Huang with the cmrge that it ViiS 

Ci::Ct! Or 
aNT~! ;::;';:':'~Cf 

anti-B~cdhist. In discussions ·.:ith US officials, £IOCAA.PH:C 
Bui Die::1 has envisioned a. stabiliza'tion of the ~GJ~~R 
Vietne~ese government through a strong political 
movement which would ·include all toe m9.Jor non-Communist tactions. In 
~to~er· 1994 he was identified ns one ~f the orcanizer~ of th~ Buddhist 
Politictll Party. Reports of January 1965 state tha.t he is a rl:c::'.ber or 
the group led by the former l-tinister or Foreign Affairs, pr.an Huy Qmt, 
vhich h&.s advocated the fonration of a military-civi1ia.n council vhich 
vould be entrusted with the tas~ of convening a national convention. 

~ui Diem was born on 1 October 1923 in Phuly, North Vietnam, and 
he is· reported to hold a certificate in mathematics. In 1951 Diem vas 
ide:l'ti:f'ied as a member ot the Ntl.tiona,l Popular Party and as ed·itor or 
the neW'spaper Quoc Dan. At tha't time he vas elected to preside as 
Secret.aI""J of do meeting in Hanoi vhich met to elect the prepa.ratory 
co:r.::ittoo for North Vietnam to act on Bao Dai' s proposal for t!1e cra
ative of consultative e.ssemblies. He served as Director of the cabinet 
in the ~nistry of Defense in 1953, and he vas deputy chief of the 
Vietr~cese dele~tion to the mjlitary negotiations with France~L~ 
April 1954. In 1951 Bui Diem \-12. s in charge of the Tan Viet f1l.m 
co!:~:any. There is little inforr::.3.tion on his political activity during 
this period, but he probably l..a.intained his activity in the Da,! Viet, 
which 'Was opposed to the policies of t~e Ngo Dinh regime. Bui Dieru 
became publisher of the English-language newspaper, the Saigon·Post, 
vhich appea.red after the overthrow of the Diem government in .:ove~ber 
J.963. ~e "as also r.amed to the short-lived Council of. Notables in 
lOecember 1963 and vas elected Deputy Secretary General of the c~ou.''\cU. 

But Diem is vell known amor.s Vietnamese intellectuals and among 
US o:tficials in Saigon. He is resa-rded as a lea.diqg t"igure in the 
Vietr.acese business and newspaper community, and he has excellent 
contacts among influential Vietr.a.mes·e. From June to August 1964 

,Bui D1e::1 vas in the United States traveling under the auspices of US 
Sto.te Department leader grant. Although he vas described as chan:dng 
and gr,ateful for the grant, his decision to avoid planned sponsorship 
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'and o.ppoint:ento aroused the 6us~1ciono 'that he used hit: trip to the 
Unit~= S~~tca tc carry out his O~ poli~1cal activities in an effort to 
uctu:=ir.e ~he A~Qricnn attituUe tc,~rd Vietnam and to l~y with persons 
or 1~~lucnce within the govcrn:e~t ro~ greater support 1D Vi~tnam. 

Bui D1e::l is %:'3rried and has tw children. He speaks Englis~ 
nue~tly. 
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