Las Vegas GP shows the highs and lows of F1
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LAS VEGAS GP

Verstappen
steals Leclerc’s
Vegas victory

‘What a race - | believe

the win was ours’
CHARLESLECLERC
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Young Driver Award winner Browning
takes Macau GP after fiery crash
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Lots of glitz, but did Las Vegas
deliver for Formula 1 fans?

The new-look Las Vegas Grand Prix was a mixed bag. The event was
always going to struggle to live up to the pre-weekend hype, and the
on-track problems that led to the damage of Carlos Sainz’s Ferrari,
the delay of FP2 and ejection of fans (see[pages 4 and [3) was a

bad start. But when the proper action got going, the high-speed
street circuit provided one of the better contests of 2023.

What the event could really have done with was a shock winner,
which by this season’s standards simply means a non-Red Bull.
And, as Alex Kalinauckas explains in our in-depth report on[pl6,
Charles Leclerc really should have won this one. Max Verstappen
hasn’t needed much luck to take win after win this season but,
just like Michael Schumacher and Lewis Hamilton before him, he
sometimes gets it anyway. The reverse could be said for Leclerc,
who nevertheless helped give the race a fitting climax with a superb
last-lap pass on Sergio Perez. Can we have more of that in 2024?

Toyota was the team to beat as the Hypercar era of the World
Endurance Championship really hit its stride this year. Gary Watkins
explains how the titles were won and picks out his top 10 drivers in
our review - and it’s not a Toyota driver who gets the #1 spot.

There was domination of sorts in Macau as F3 returned last
weekend. We've known that Luke Browning was a standout talent
for a while, but the regular F3 season hadn’t suggested that the 2022
Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Award winner would be such a force
around the unforgiving streets. But he was. Jamie Klein was there
and reports on the Macau GP (p38) and GT World Cup (p42).
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Well it’s one for the money, two for the
show, three for Verstappen the puritan

FORMULA 1

In a Formula 1 season where the frequency
of Max Verstappen scampering away from
pole position has hurt the spectacle, last
weekend’s inaugural Las Vegas Grand Prix
earned strong reviews for the on-track
action. There was a protracted battle
between Red Bull and Ferrari for the win,
which inspired divergent strategies and a
Turn 1 controversy, several changes for the
lead, and a fine last-lap overtake. Mercedes
motorsport boss Toto Wolff said: “When
I look back: a spectacular race, great
audiences, a mega event and some good
racing at the front. That’s what I will
remember of the inaugural Las Vegas
race that ticked all of the boxes.”

But it was Verstappen’s impassioned

Police eject spectators
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post-qualifying monologue that garnered
more attention and praise. The three-time
champion entered the Vegas weekend
declaring that all the razzmatazz around
the race on the famous Strip made the
event only “1% sport”.

He would embellish that after running
third-fastest, saying: “When I was a little
kid, it was the emotion of the sport I fell in
love with and not the show around it. As
a real racer, that shouldn’t really matter...
When you go to Spa, Monza, these kinds
of places, they have a lot of emotion and
passion. Seeing the fans there is incredible.
I understand that fans, they need maybe
something to do as well around the track.
But I think it’s more important that you
actually make them understand what we do
as a sport because most of them just come
to have a party, drink, see a D] play or a
performance act. I can do that all over the
world. I can go to Ibiza and get completely
s**tfaced and have a good time.

“If the sport put more focus on to these
kinds of things and also explain more what
the team is doing, try to see them, what
they are achieving, what they’re working
for - these kinds of things I find way more
important to look at than just having all
these random shows all over the place.”

Verstappen, who would wear an Elvis
Presley-inspired race suit for the GP, spoke
following a turbulent start to the weekend.
FP1 was abandoned after only nine
minutes of running when Carlos Sainz’s

Ferrari suffered substantial damage from
running over a raised water valve cover.
This led to FP2 being delayed by 150
minutes while the 30 covers were cemented
in place. Similar issues have occurred in
Monaco and Baku in recent years. But
greater anger was stirred by the way ticket
holders were treated in Vegas. Due to the
disruption to the night-time schedule,
security guards and service staff were
reaching the end of their shifts before the
track went live again. As such, without
significant warning, the grandstands
were closed and spectators removed.

The average three-day ticket price was
$1667. In response, those ejected were
offered $200 of free merchandise. Sin City
event organisers also issued a statement
following FP2 noting how the session was
“successfully completed” but did not offer
repentance. Although the latter move
perhaps had legal implications, the former
upset people for seeming to take the
wrong self-congratulatory tone.

Following the Thursday night debacle,
legal action was launched against
the Formula 1 Las Vegas Grand Prix
organisation and its contractor to pursue
refunds. The Dimopoulos law firm working
in conjunction with JK Legal & Consulting
filed a class action suit on behalf of the
35,000 spectators it says were at the track.
It is asking for payments “in excess” of
$30,000 per spectator, split equally between
“general” and “special” damages. The
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Verstappen didn’t race
in blue suede shoes

DUNBAR

lawsuit alleges “breach of contract,
negligence, and deceptive trade practices
against the defendants”.

Some took matters into their own hands
by tearing down controversial circuit
view-blocking screens along the public
areas of the Strip during the race. These
films had been stickered over bridges and
walkways in the weeks leading up to the
race only for locals to peel them off. They
were reapplied for the weekend, and again
removed by members of the public along
a stretch opposite the Planet Hollywood
casino and hotel, before staff attempted
unsuccessfully to replace the screens
once more during the event.

Given the off-track failings, when reacting
to his second place in the GP, in an interview
organised by FOM that certainly toed the
party line, Charles Leclerc said: “I think we
needed [a good race]. Of course, the weekend
didn't start the way it had to start. But I'm so
happy that it ended that way... We should
have more races like that, where the racing
is like that, because it was really enjoyable.”
MATT KEW & ALEX KALINAUCKAS
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ASTON SHARE
SALE QUELLS
STROLL FEARS

FORMULA 1

The Aston Martin
Formula 1 team has sold a
minority stake to private
equity firm Arctos

Partners. This investment

is expected to close
by the end of this year
and, according to the
Financial Times, values
the Silverstone squad at
£1billion. Arctos, also
working to buy into top
French football club
Paris Saint-Germain, will
provide “deep sports
industry knowledge,
and a robust network
of influential
relationships to support
its continued growth”.
The future of the Aston
Martin F1 team has been

Hamilton’s first win for
Merc. Only another 81
(and counting) to go

the subject of
speculation, with
rumours suggesting that
owner Lawrence Stroll is
exploring a total sale of
the squad he purchased
in 2018. But Arctos sees
this as the start of a
“long-term partnership”
with the Canadian,

who reckons he and his
new associates share a
“collective ambition”

to keep climbing

the constructors’
championship from

its current fifth place.

-
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Arctos managing
partner Doc O’Connor
said: “We look forward
to collaborating with
Aston Martin and view
the opportunity as the
beginning of a long-term
partnership with
Lawrence and the entire
organisation. This
investment is consistent
with our firm’s strategy,
which focuses on
backing leading sports
brands across North
America and Europe.”
MATT KEW

Hamilton car goes for £14m

FORMULA 1

The 2013 Mercedes Formula 1 car

Sotheby’s brought the hammer down
at a touch under £14m, leaving the

guided by Lewis Hamilton to his
first race win for the team was
sold in Las Vegas last weekend for
£15.1million, a record price for
modern-day grand prix machinery.
The chassis in question was W04-04,
aboard which Hamilton contested 14
of the 19 rounds and most notably
won the Hungarian Grand Prix.
He also drove it to third place in
Malaysia, China and Belgium.

In an event at Wynn’s Awakening
Theater hosted by TV presenter
James Corden, auction house RM

new owner with seven figures of tax
and sale charges to cough up. That
total comfortably exceeded the
pre-sale estimate of £8-12m and
surpassed the £10.7m paid this

time last year for an ex-Michael
Schumacher Ferrari F2003 chassis
that won seven races.

But it was still a few quid short
of the record £19.6m achieved in
2013 by the 1954 Mercedes W196R
in which Juan Manuel Fangio
claimed his second of five
world championship titles.

MATT KEW
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Toyota springs
surprise with -
Miyata F2 move b

FORMULA 2

_—

Toyota left observers of Japanese motorsport
stunned on Monday when it revealed that
Super Formula champion Ritomo Miyata
will race in Formula 2 next season.

Miyata, who at the age of 24 this year _ =
became the youngest driver to complete A U4
the Japanese ‘double’ when he added
the Super GT title, will also contest the
European Le Mans Series in the LMP2
class and serve as Toyota’s reserve in
the World Endurance Championship.

Toyota’s announcement confounded
expectations that Miyata would be part of
the new ASP Lexus LMGT3 effort in the
WEC (see story below), while also revealing
that he will not defend his Super Formula
title with TOM’S next season.

It is understood that the chance for
Miyata to race in F2 came up shortly after
he beat Liam Lawson to the Super Formula
crown at Suzuka late last month. While

Miyata’s team had not been officially
announced as we went to press, sources
have suggested that it will be Rodin Carlin,
and Toyota insiders have promised that it
will be a squad capable of winning races.
The high number of clashes between
the WEC and F2 schedules meant that the
ELMS was selected as Miyata’s second
programme. He will join Cool Racing,
which has links to Toyota via ex-driver

S TURISMD W

IVING SIMULATOR

SETRLFE-Bst

Lawson to Miyata:
“You should go and
do some F2 mate”
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Nicolas Lapierre, a director of the team.
Miyata still faces a single clash between
the Silverstone F2 fixture and the Imola
round of the ELMS in early July, but it is
understood that he will prioritise his F2
campaign. Toyota has rebranded its ‘WEC
Challenge Programme’ to the ‘Global Driver
Challenge Programme’ to reflect a
widening focus beyond WEC.
JAMIE KLEIN

De Vries in Hypercar as Lopez drops into Lexus

WEC

Nyck de Vries has slotted
straight back into the seat
earmarked for him for 2023
at Toyota’s World Endurance
Championship squad. The
Japanese manufacturer

has confirmed that the
Dutchman will replace

Jose Maria Lopez in its
line-up for next season.

De Vries will race the
#7 Toyota GR010 HYBRID
Le Mans Hypercar (right)
alongside Kamui Kobayashi
and Mike Conway. It was
intended that he would move
up from his role as test and
reserve driver to join them
this year prior to what
turned out to be a short-lived
stint as a full-time Formula 1
driver with AlphaTauri.

The reshuffle is the first
since Kazuki Nakajima was
moved upstairs at Toyota
Gazoo Racing Europe and
was replaced by Ryo
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Hirakawa. Predicted by
Autosport as long ago as early
September, the merry-go-
round involves two-time
WEC champion Lopez
staying in the family and
shifting over to the assault
on the WEC’s new LMGT3
class with the Lexus marque.
Kobayashi, who also fills

6 [AUTOSPORT.COM 23 NOVEMBER 2023

the role of team principal
at the TGR WEC squad,
described the contribution
of Lopez to the team
as “massive” since his
recruitment by Toyota in
2017 as he welcomed de
Vries to the race line-up.
“It is exciting to welcome
Nyck back to the team as

part of the #7 crew,” said
Kobayashi. “We know from
his time as our test and
reserve driver, plus his
other racing, how quick
and consistent he is.”

De Vries thanked Toyota
for its “continuous support
and faith in me”.

“I was with the team in a
different role for a few years
but never got the chance to
race, so it is great that the
time has now arrived.”

The line-up of Sebastien
Buemi, Brendon Hartley
and Ryo Hirakawa in the #8
GR010 remains unchanged.

Lopez will join the French
Auto Sport Promotion squad
for its projected two-car WEC
assault with the Lexus RC F
GT3 racer. The Argentinian
has already joined its
pre-season development
programme for a Goodyear
tyre test at the Algarve
circuit late last month.

GARY WATKINS
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FORMULA 1 Many star names and key figures from McLaren’s history gathered in
Hampshire earlier this month to celebrate 60 years of Britain’s most successful F1
team. Among those who attended the event organised by long-term McLaren
employee Matthew Jeffreys and the team’s former sponsorship coordinator
Richard West were Ron Dennis, who was guest of honour, Viviane and Bianca
Senna, designers Gordon Coppuck, Steve Nichols, John Barnard and Adrian
Newey, double world champion Mika Hakkinen, and Jo Ramirez. Poignantly,
Hakkinen was introduced on-stage to Dr Jerome Cockings, credited as the
principal first responder who saved the Finn’s life following his 1995 Australian
Grand Prix qualifying crash. Photographs courtesy of Jeffreys/West/Harman

Macau GP winner Browning plans
push for Williams F1 opportunity

FORMULA 1 they will have their reasons.”
Browning’s Macau victory comes
Macau Grand Prix winner Luke Browning at the end of a challenging campaign,
hopes his success will help open the door with a best result of second in FIA F3.
for a test chance with the Williams Formula 1 Of his victory, he added: “When you win
team. The Briton, who is a member of the in Macau, alongside the names of previous
Williams Driver Academy, dominated last winners like [Ayrton] Senna, to put my
weekend’s Macau Formula 3 blue-riband. name on the list, it’s a bit surreal. But it
Browning last month drove a 2021 Aston ~ was surreal even turning up. I'd never
Martin F1 car as a prize for winning last been to China or Macau before, so to get
year’s Aston Martin Autosport BRDC off the plane, and you’re in a completely
Award, and says he is ready to push new place halfway across the other side of
Williams for an opportunity there, the world and playing with margins this :
potentially even in a free practice session. fine, is incredible. But I have loved every z
“I'would love it,” he said. “T'll be asking minute and I'm very grateful to win.” 5
the team as many times as possible, and JONATHAN NOBLE §
I'll be picking up the phone. But there S
is a pecking order to this stuff, and =

sAUTOSPORT
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ButtoninAcura .-
for Daytona P

DAYTONA 24 HOURS

Jenson Button will contest the Daytona

24 Hours IMSA SportsCar Championship
opener with the WTRAndretti Acura squad
in January. It will be the next in a line

of sportscar outings for the Formula 1
world champion that have included two

Le Mans 24 Hours starts, plus a first

IMSA appearance at the Petit Le Mans
enduro at Road Atlanta last month.

He will team up in the #40 Acura ARX-06
GTP class contender with full-season
drivers Jordan Taylor and Louis Deletraz
plus Colton Herta, who will be contesting
the long-distance IMSA races. The Briton
is one of two star names to have come into

KONICA MINOLIA

TR

the line-up for Daytona - 2022 Indy 500
winner Marcus Ericsson will share the #10
entry with Ricky Taylor, Filipe Albuquerque
and endurance driver Brendon Hartley.

Button has links with WTRAndretti
through Jordan Taylor. The younger of the
sons of team boss Wayne was part of the
Hendrick Motorsports Garage 56 Le Mans
programme this year with a reworked
Camaro LS1 NASCAR Cup car, acting
as driver coach and back-up driver.

“I had my first taste of IMSA last month
at Petit Le Mans and loved it,” said Button,
who raced JDC-Miller’s Porsche 963 LMDh.
“I couldn’t be happier to race at Daytona
with such a prestigious team.”

Wayne Taylor, who linked up with

Yamamoto clear of back injuries

RACLIRA ™

——

GALSTAD

& molorsport

Andretti early this year as part of his plan
to expand to two cars, revealed that he had
been in contact with Button for three years.
“We've just never been able to make it
happen, but this round we got it to happen,”
he explained. “He drove for JDC at Petit and
the relationship that he’s built with Jordan
from the Garage 56 programme closes
the loop on our driver line-ups. Jenson
will take the last driver slot that’s open.”
Ex-Formula 1 driver Ericsson joins the
line-up after swapping from Chip Ganassi
Racing to Andretti Global for his 2024
IndyCar Series campaign. It will be only his
second sportscar start after Daytona last
year with the Ganassi-run Cadillac team.
GARY WATKINS

SUPER FORMULA/SUPER GT

Honda star Naoki Yamamoto
has left hospital two months
on from the violent Super GT
crash at Sugo that threatened
to end his career. The news
raises hopes that the 35-year-
old, a two-time champion in
Super GT and three-time title
winner in Super Formula, will
be able to retake his seats in
both of Japan’s major series
next season.

In the wake of the the Sugo

crash, triggered by contact with
the Kondo Racing Nissan GT300
car of Teppei Natori, Yamamoto
was diagnosed with an
atlantoaxial subluxation -
a misalignment of the first
and second vertebrae - and
damaged spinal cord. But
following a successful
operation last week, Yamamoto
revealed via social media
that he had finally been
discharged from hospital.
Yamamoto missed the final
races of the season, with his

8 [AUTOSPORT.COM 23 NOVEMBER 2023

Super Formula Nakajima
Racing seat occupied by Hiroki
Ohtsu, and his place in the
Super GT Team Kunimitsu
NSX-GT alongside Tadasuke
Makino taken by Honda

junior Iori Kimura.

Last weekend, Kimura
managed to overhaul Toyota
rival Hibiki Taira to win the
Super Formula Lights (formerly
F3) title at Motegi. Igor Fraga
beat Enzo Trulli to fourth and
the honour of best westerner.
JAMIE KLEIN
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F3 CARS BREAK 200MPH

Three drivers clocked speedtrap
figures of over 200mph in last
Saturday’s qualifying race for the
Macau Grand Prix Formula 3 event.
Oliver Goethe, Laurens van Hoepen
and Sophia Florsch were all clocked
at 200.9mph. This was the second
appearance in Macau for the current
FIA F3 cars, but the first with DRS
functioning properly. Luke Browning,
who led every lap of both races so
never picked up a slipstream or DRS,
was over 23mph adrift at 177.5mph.
Speeds were generally slower in
Sunday’s Grand Prix final.

ARON SET FOR F2 DEBUT

Fresh from jumping out of a burning
half an F3 car following his fiery
Macau GP shunt, Mercedes F1 protege
Paul Aron is to make his Formula 2
debut in this weekend’s series finale
at Yas Marina. The Estonian, third

in the FIA F3 points this season,

ﬂ'h =

TCR CHINA Jack Young missed out on the TCR China title last weekend in a bruising finale in Macau. The Northern
Irishman held a six-point lead, but in the first race he picked up a puncture when he was forced into the wall while
passing the stalled car of Honda team-mate Andre Couto. Ex-British F3 champion Martin Cao (above) won the race
in his Hyundai to move into the series lead. Cao nearly undid all his good work in race two when he tried to pass
both Couto and Yang Xiao Wei for third at Lisboa, and took himself and Couto out. Young was caught up in the traffic
jam and fell to 12th, recovered to ninth, but went out in another incident. Max Hart went on to take his maiden
series victory in his Hyundai, while Cao wrapped up the title despite failing to finish. Photograph by Macau GP

Customer 963s
put on hold

WEC/IMSA

Porsche has put a hold on the build of
further customer 963 LMDhs for the
World Endurance Championship and
the IMSA SportsCar Championship until
next summer. The decision means that
there will be five cars racing across

the two series in 2024 alongside

the four Penske factory entries.

The second 963 for the British Jota
team’s (right) expanded two-car assault
on the 2024 WEC will be the last
car completed before production
is temporarily halted, the German
manufacturer has revealed. Porsche has
changed its original plan to make two
cars available for each series in both 2023
and 2024, meaning eight cars in total.

Porsche LMDh project boss Urs Kuratle
explained that the reasons for the decision
are twofold. “We would simply overload

sAUTOSPORT

our supply chain, that is one thing,” he
said. “There is a bit of a problem with
battery supply [from WAE Technologies],
this is not a secret: to have more cars in
the field would be a bit of a problem. The
second [reason] is that we would overload
our system with customer support: we felt
mid-season that we have really reached
the limit for the support - Porsche wants
to give good support to the customers.”
Kuratle added that the LMDh project
in its entirety “is simply not as far
along as we planned”.
GARY WATKINS
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replaces Clement Novalak at Trident.

BLOCK IS WILLIAMS JUNIOR

Lia Block, the teenaged daughter of
the late Ken, has become a protegee
of the Williams Formula 1 team and
is to race in the F4-based F1 Academy
series next season with ART Grand
Prix. The American has a versatile CV,
and is best known for her exploits in
Extreme E. Meanwhile, Iron Dames
prospect Doriane Pin is another

set to step into an F4 cockpit. The
Frenchwoman, whose focus in 2023
was the LMP2 class of the World
Endurance Championship with
Prema Racing, will line up with the
Italian squad in this weekend’s F4
South East Asia round at Sepang.

BURGESS LEAVES ROLE

Australian Supercars head of
motorsport Adrian Burgess is to
depart the organisation after five
years in the role. The Briton moved
to Australia in 2006 and, as Dick
Johnson Racing’s sporting chief, ran
James Courtney to the 2010 crown
- eight years after engineering him
to the British F3 runner-up spot

at Carlin. As the man in charge of
Supercars, he oversaw the arrival
of the series’ Gen3 rules for 2023.
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Champion Rovanpera scales
back to part-season for 2024

WRC

Two-time and reigning World Rally
champion Kalle Rovanpera is to scale
back to a part-time programme with
Toyota for 2024. The 23-year-old Finn
has penned a new multi-season deal
with the Japanese manufacturer, but
is set to drive only half the WRC
rallies next year alongside co-driver
Jonne Halttunen before a return

to full-time competition in 2025.

Rovanpera started driving rally
cars when he was eight years old and
rapidly rose up the lower categories
before joining the WRC'’s top flight
with Toyota in 2020. The demands of
the past few years have prompted
the call to scale back his
commitments for a season.

“The past few years have been
really good and we have been really
successful so I'm really happy
to continue with the team,” said
Rovanpera. “Next year is going to be
a bit different for me and Jonne as we
will see a few changes. I have been
driving in rallies for a really long time
and I just felt that now was a good
moment to have a bit of a break to
recharge the batteries and have a
bit of time off let’s say, to have more
energy and push for the coming years.

“Of course, I understand that it
seems that we are really young and it
hasn’t been so long for us in the WRC

10 [AUTOSPORT.COM 23 NOVEMBER 2023

category. But it takes a lot of time and
a lot of energy to do these seasons, so
that is definitely the biggest reason.
We are going around the world all of
the time and, when you are pushing
for the championships and for wins
all the time, let’s say mentally you

are in competition mode throughout
the season, and it takes a lot of effort
and strength to do it.”

While Rovanpera’s WRC schedule is
yet to be defined, it is anticipated that
he will compete in other motorsport
events next year and will continue in
drifting. “I think everybody knows
I love all kinds of motorsport,” he
added. “I just hope we will have some
fun events in drifting and rallying
and what else I don’t know yet. It
is going to be definitely a different
approach next year. I'm really looking
forward to be starting in some nice
starting positions on the rallies, so
I'm sure we are going to enjoy it.”

Toyota has also confirmed another
part-season for eight-time champion
Sebastien Ogier, with Elfyn Evans and
Takamoto Katsuta undertaking full
campaigns in the GR Yaris in 2024.

Rovanpera’s fellow Finn Esapekka
Lappi is another to have requested a
part-campaign for 2024. Hyundai has
granted him his wish, and will swap
drivers in its third car alongside
Thierry Neuville and Ott Tanak.

TOM HOWARD

Westbrook back
to IMSA at JDC

IMSA

Sportscar stalwart Richard Westbrook
has left the Ganassi-run Cadillac Racing
World Endurance Championship squad
to return to JDC-Miller Motorsports in
the IMSA SportsCar Championship. The
move will put him back at the wheel

of a Porsche, a decade and a half after
he took his first steps in endurance
racing with the German marque.

Westbrook will team up in the
JDC-Miller Porsche 963 LMDh for a
full-season attack on IMSA’s GTP class
with Tijmen van der Helm. They will be
joined for the long-distance races that
make up the Michelin-sponsored IMSA
Endurance Cup by Phil Hanson, while
two-time WEC GTE Am champion Ben
Keating will join them at the season-
opening Daytona 24 Hours in January.

The move takes Westbrook back to
JDC-Miller after an absence of only one
season: he raced its Cadillac DPi-V.R
Daytona Prototype international in 2022
(below) before a return to Chip Ganassi
Racing, where he had raced for Ford in
GT Le Mans in 2016-19. His links with
Porsche stretch back to the resumption
of his career in its one-make series after
a five-year hiatus, and then a short
stint as a factory driver after winning
back-to-back Supercup titles in 2006-07.

“For 2024, we will have a balance
of youth and experience, but more
importantly, all our drivers will have
extensive prototype experience in IMSA,”
said team boss John Church. “This driver
line-up, coupled with the support of
Porsche Motorsports North America,
will put us in the position to compete
for wins in the IMSA series.”

Earl Bamber’s continuation in the
Cadillac WEC line-up has already been
confirmed, while Alex Lynn is known to
have a multi-year contract with Ganassi.
GARY WATKINS
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Yas Marina Circuit
Length3.281 miles
Number of laps 58

@ DRSdetection
- DRSzone
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UK STARTTIMES TYREALLOCATION
Friday 24 November e T sy
FP1 0930 FP2 1300
saturday 25 November O o o ( ) © 0 O o
FP3 1030 Ll

QUALIFYING 1400

Sunday 26 November CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS
RACE 1300

Drivers Constructors =
CATCH THE RACE LIVE == Can Ferrari snatch second in points? z
SKY SPORTS F1 1 Verstappen 549 1 RedBull 822 %
BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Perez 273 2 Mercedes 392 -
SPORTS EXTRA 3 Hamilton 232 3 Ferrari 388
E&7 Highlights 4 Sainz 200 4 MclLaren 284
CHANNEL 4 1730 5 Alonso 200 5 AstonMartin 273

YAS MARINA STATS
Previous winners ﬁ Laps led
2022 POLE POSITION Petrov was a roadblock to
2022 Max Verstappen Red Bull Lewis Hamilton 319

Max V Alonso’s title bid in 2010 _
2021 Max Verstappen Red Bull 1;23_:;? i ﬂﬂ[mtsmnf ﬂ’"ﬂ Sebastian Vettel 142
- e — e

2020 Max Verstappen Red Bull - MaxVerstappen 113
2019 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes POLELAP RECORD 7 — : Valtteri Bottas 61
2018 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Max Verstappen NicoRosberg 47
2017 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes 1m22.109s (2021) KimiRaikkonen 36
2016 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes RACE LAP RECORD DanielRicciardo 18
2015 Nico Rosberg Mercedes Max Verstappen Jenson Button 15
2014 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes 1m26.103s (2021) Felipe Massa 14
2013 Sebastian Vettel Red Bull Sergio Perez 6
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The best and worst of F1 in Vegas

Now that we know Sin City can deliver a first-rate sporting spectacle,

addressing legitimate criticisms of this by-nature glitzy event is the next step

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

he Las Vegas Grand Prix was, really, the best race of
the 2023 Formula 1 season so far. And with justthe
T Abu Dhabi finale to go, that mantleis already
nailed on. The key ingredients forlast Saturday
night’s engaging contest were these: an exciting
tracklayoutthat favoured overtaking; controversy fromthe first-
corner clash between Max Verstappen and Charles Leclerc; and
amulti-team scrap for the first F1 victoryin Vegasin 41 years.

The setting was also key. The TV shots of cars running down
the Vegas Strip were as spectacular as F1 had hoped, and very
much hyped. Butto beleaving Las Vegas on such a note stands
instark contrastto the feeling pervading the track at8.49pm
last Thursday. There was then instead a sensation of absolutely
stunned silence in the moments following FP1’s cancellation.

The event simply got off to an awful start with Ferrari’s Carlos
Sainzstriking the water valve cover dislodged by Alpine’s Esteban
Oconafewseconds earlier. Before this, there had already been
much griping aboutthe event’s ‘show’. Thiswas then turbocharged
online by Verstappen’s “youlooklike a clown” comment, following
his participation in Wednesday night’s opening ceremony. Butin
Vegas of all places, pizzazzisto be expected, surely?

Ultimately, F1 avoided a Spa 1985 situation - arace delayed by
more than three months due to the resurfaced track breaking up.
Unthinkable today. Butthere’s been a suggestion -embraced by

“Reports suggest Verstappen
got himself into hot water
with various F1 stakeholders”

the drivers and manyteam personnel - that everything associated
with the eventstarted far too late in the day (night, really). And
thatthis contributed to much of the tension on the ground on
the elongated opening schedule of track action. An earlier start
surely would have avoided the need for fansto be kicked out
of grandstands and the track overall once the delayed FP2
running was confirmed.

Exhaustion due to the punishing schedule wasn’t helped
by hotel rooms across the Strip being raided by security staff
searching for concealed weapons. Thishasbecome commonin
Vegasin the aftermath of the 2017 Mandalay Bay massacre, and
isalogical consideration. Autosportunderstands thatatleast
two drivers had their suites checked too, although thatactually
made the whole thing seem more acceptable given the egalitarian

element. Butthe timetable change should be the most pressing
consideration for the things F1 already knows it’s going to have
totweak for the returnto Vegasin 2024.

Verstappen gained many plaudits for his plain-speaking
assessment of the eventand the track. But this perhapswasn’tthe
wisestapproach and reportsin the Dutch media suggest he got
himselfinto hot water with various F1 stakeholders. This would
explain why he rather toed the line post-race, stating: “Today was
fun -that’sthe only thing Iwant to say aboutit.” Which didn't mean
he'd suddenlyaccepted his new lot as an Elvisimpersonator, more
thathe didn’tfeel comfortable saying anything else. Wearing that
suitand singing Viva Las Vegasonce he'd crossed the line feltlike
disingenuous developments given that his Vegas honesty had
won over many formerlyleft cold by his usually opaque facade,
previously only really opening up to deride F1’s sprint events.

Other messaging around the race should be differenttooin
2024. Over-hyping from TV commentators and team bosses -
more stakeholders who clearly see the financial benefit Liberty
Media’s efforts have had on their squads’ worth - could be toned
down. Better ticketand hotel prices are a must for 2024. This might
also ease pressure from traditional fansin far offlands feeling left
behind by the calendar expanses. F1 now needs to strike a careful
balance on costs given the outlay was north of $500million for the
firstyear alone. But much of the investment won't need repeating.

Flisverykeentohighlight whatit claims are the considerable
benefitsthe race hasalready broughtto Vegas. Howthatall
truly improveslocal people’slives in the coming yearsis a key
question still be to answered. The disruption to the city on the
trackinfrastructure going in - the cause of much anger in Vegas
inthe monthsleading up to last weekend - should surely beless
in 2024 given F1 hasno plansto resurface the roads again.

Onthesporting side, F1 still needs to be wary of freak colder
temperatures, butin repeat conditions it now knows thereisn’t
to be any multi-safety-car disaster. The track will naturally get
rougher and so grippier asitages. But, clad in his red Elvis suit
that made him look morelike Leclerc’s team-mate, Sergio Perez
had aninterestingideain the post-race press conference:

“Make Vegasthe final race.”

With arace contest that good at a destination venue, it’s really
notabad thought. European fans have history of enduring early
starts for F1 finales, with many sharing fond memories of
title showdowns at Suzuka. There would be massive financial
implications from the Middle East events currently paying
hefty sumsfor such privileges, butthe same logic applies
foraVegas season opener too.

Championship challenges commenced; titanic title tussles
clinched. Moments to match the hype. #
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What drove Marquez to Ducati

The MotoGP legend could have seen out his career in his Honda “comfort zone”,

but his will to win meant he couldn’t resist a switch to the best bike on the grid

LEWIS DUNCAN

will always have full respect for Honda. Butnow my

Then of courseif I cannot, because I feellike Idon’t
havethetools, Iwill try to find the bestfor me. And
thisis somethingthatIalreadysaid tothem.”

Onthe eve of the 2022 Valencia Grand Prix, Marc Marquez sat
down with Autosportto speak aboutthe season justgone and his
hopes of returning to the front of the MotoGP grid now he was
fully recovered from his badly broken right arm in 2020.

The above quote (published in the 22-29 December 2022 issue)
was his response when asked, should Honda’s ongoing struggles
notberesolved, whether he was alreadylooking athis next career
move beyond 2024. Shortly before the 2023 Valencia GP this
weekend, Marquezonce again sat down with Autosport...
andisfacinghisfinal race with Honda.

Marquez’s decision to join Gresini Racing on ayear-old
Ducati for 2024 may have come as a shock when firsttouted in
September. Butthe warning had already beenissued to Honda.
Despite scoring pole atthe opening round in Portugal, the
form of the 2023 Honda didn’t suggest it would be a match for
MotoGP’s now dominant European marques. Indeed, aswe
headtothefinal round of the campaign, the stats make for
grimreading: 27 crashes, one GP podium from 19 rounds, an
absolute maximum of 12th in the standings possible for 2023.

So, it'’s notdifficultto see why Marquez made the decision
hedid, evenifitwasn’teasy. The writing was on the wall at
the Misano test, though, when the first 2024 Honda prototype
failed to produce much in the way of enthusiasm. Honda’s
recruitment drive to sign top European engineeringtalent
also ultimately proved unsuccessful.

Marquezsays thatthe smoothness of his exitis “easy to explain”

¢ I mindisonly on comingbacktothe top with Honda.

Marquez admits doubts
linger about the move

because “our relationship has always been very honest”, notto
mention “very successful”. He described itas a “win-win” - he
had ateam heloved, and Honda had arider who could extractthe
absolute maximum out of a bike that was not the easiest. The fact
thathethinksleavingisalso a “win-win” decision, because the
money Honda saves on paying him can be diverted into the bike,
alsorevealsalotabouthowhe nowviewsthe marque.

Racersare generally ragingly egotistical, but thereis sincerity
in Marquez’s voice when he talks about Honda’s prospects of
returningto the front with or withouthim. There hasalsobeen
sinceritywhen he’s repeatedly stated that his move is purely
abouthaving fun again, trying to get rid of doubts in his head
abouthis own performance. While he acceptsthatthe 2020
injuries “changed everything” for him and certainly contributed
to Honda’s slide, Marquez was keen to point outthat HRC has
fielded manytop ridersalongside him since 2018, and ithas
been clear since then thatthe bike wasn’t getting better.

All being well, Marquez will make his public debut on thetitle-
winning 2023-spec Ducati on Tuesday 28 November, two days after
whatwill surely be an emotional final (atleast for now) outing with
Honda. The expectation isthathe will probablytop the testand
clean up nextyear, completely destabilise the entire Ducati
structure with his dominance on ayear-old bike, and celebrate
an eighth premier-class world title.

In reality, Marquez knows that staying at Honda would have
acted as perfectcover: ifthe resultsaren'tgreat, clearlyit’s the bike
-look athowthe rest ofthe HRC stable is doing compared to him.
By goingtothe bestbike onthe grid, there are no excuses.

“Yeah, of courseit’s a possibility and of course I have some
doubts,” he replies when asked whether he is scared thatthe move
to Ducati won’t work. “Even now that I've taken the decision, I have
doubts. Andit’s a possibility thatitdoesn’t work. Butin the end,
when I'will retire some day, I will retire quiet because I tried
everythingin my career. AndIdid whatI feel.

“And ifIstayed at Honda and I stayed shy [saying], ‘No, Iwill not
dothisbecauseifit’s notsuccessful everybody will push me.’ OK,
Tacceptifit’snotasuccessful move. Iwill acceptthe criticism and
Iwillacceptall these things. ButatleastIwill retirein a quiet way
becauseIwilltryeverything. I amlike this.

“My comfortzone was to stay in Honda, and 95% of riders
would have stayed at Honda. Why? Big salary, no pressure, now
Iwill develop the bike, ‘OK, this race was not good because we are
developingthe bike. [Staying] was easy. But 'm notlike this.

“'mawinnerand I'makillerand Iwill do my bestto
trytofightatthetop.” #

€ P46 MOTOGP REPORT
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Ferrari driver
knows exactly what
could have been
had fortune gone
in his favour
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FORMULA 1

“| REALLY BELIEVE
THAT THE WIN WAS OURS™

Charles Leclerc had a real chance to beat Red Bull as F1 returned to
Las Vegas. But luck intervened on a rare day Max Verstappen looked
beatable to ensure the Dutchman’s 18th GP win of 2023

ALEX KALINAUCKAS

molorsport
PHOTOGRAPHY o IMAGES P

errari’s Charles Leclerc, sitting alongside winner Ever since Carlos Sainz had secured pole for the Italian

Max Verstappen in the post-race press conference GP and battled Verstappen so brilliantly at Monza, it was

for Formula I'sreturning eventin Las Vegas, was obvious that Vegas would present Ferrari another opportunity.
clearly buzzing from the adrenalin surges of The 3.9-mile track with its 1.4-mile blast along Las Vegas
battlingthe Red Bullsin a genuine multi-car Boulevard - the Strip - was perfect for the Italian squad to
victory fight for the first time in forever. But deployits ‘Monza special’ flatter rear wing package.

under the surface, he knew something much The temperatures here, while far from as cold as feared,
better had slipped through his fingers. still had the paddock’s personnel clad in coats and jackets
The 2023 Las Vegas Grand Prix ultimately swung allweekend. And in such conditions, Ferrari’sin-race tyre
on aseries of race neutralisation calls. The last was the overheating and degradation problem vanishes. “This
single biggest elementin yet another swashbuckling, saysalotaboutour car,” Leclerc would later reflect.
wild, thrilling Leclerc defeat. In fact, with the few corners on this new layout slow, »>
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RACE CENTRE LAS VEGAS GP

It was just
inevitable that
Verstappen would
make an immediate
move on Leclerc...

technicalin places, and requiring the kind of kerb-riding the SF-23
likes and Leclerc seemstolove, allied with the RB19 hating such
track elements, Ferrari’s position got stronger still. The Red Bull also
lacked the types of corner that help it switch on the front tyres well
elsewhere, forcingitto avoid super-low-downforce rear wings to
find thatenergy whereitcould - at Monza and here too in Vegas.
Thelow-grip track, with its slippery, bitumen-retaining surface,
played a parttoo. That exacerbatesreartyre sliding, and the cool
temperatures also made tyre graining a major factor. So too did the
streettrack setting and otherwise open public roads, plus no support
series running, meaningthe track evolution factor reset each night.
Leclercalsounderstands well the importance of careful throttle
application running out of slow corners and onto the straights. The
balance required is getting good momentum to hit the top speeds
fastest, butalso notstress the tyresand worsen rear graining. It’s
akeyreason why he’s so good in Baku, one of the tracks this venue
can be compared to (along with Monaco for its low-grip surface and

Alonso spins, Bottas |

Jeddah for high-speed, blind corners). And Ferrari’s position,
maybe even as the favourite on a combination of pure speed and
long-run pace, was further cemented by Sainz securing second
ahead of Verstappen in qualifying. The red machines should have
locked outthe front row, but for the cement around that water
valve cover failing on Thursday night.

Then something rather unexpected happened ahead of the race.
The classic convertible supposed to carry McLaren’s Oscar Piastri
onthedrivers’ paradeleftalongstreak of oil - soon covered with
cement dustand removed as much as possible - right along
where Verstappen would start. “Notideal,” Verstappen said
of this, batstraightas ever. “Thad to steer a bitleftofitat the start.”

Ashedid so, Verstappen was already gaining on polesitter
Leclerc, whose position was made worse by a sudden wheelspin
momentinthe second phase after the launch. They were near-level
when they hitthe brakes for the Turn 1left-hand hairpin, where
the race’s most controversial moment occurred. Verstappen was

2 — ir

connects, Perez ends up [l |
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= having to pit for a new nose
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always going to make a move. Leclerc “gave a bit of margin
becauseIhad moretolose and especially with the constructors’
championship fight we have with Mercedes”. Plus, Verstappen’s
already secured title success meant he could afford to risk not
finishing. The Red Bull was along way alongside at the apex of
Turn 1, but critically wasn’t ahead, despite what Verstappen and
his squad would later claim over the airwaves after both had gone
off and Verstappen emerged ahead.

“Ibraked and there wasno grip,” he explained after the race. “I
didn't mean to push Charles off the track, butI couldnt slow it down.
Verstappen, however, clearly might have applied more steering

lockin amanoeuvre the stewards said involved him “appearing
tomissthe apexof Turn 1” and not “following the racing line”. He
was later handed a five-second penalty that he said afterwards was
“probablythe right call”. In the car, when informed of the stewards’
decision “full of adrenalin” and “not happy with the decision”,
Verstappen glibly asked Red Bull to “give them my regards”.

By this pointhe was 2.2s clear, having scamperedtoal.7slead
bythe end oflap one of 50, then again dashed off after the virtual
safety car had been activated just before the end of the first tour
toallowdebrisatTurn 1to be cleared.

There had been quite the melee in the pack behind theleaders, all
caused by the low-grip surface and not helped by the oil situation.
Fernando Alonso’s solo spin had him tagged by Valtteri Bottas, who
inturn was hit by Sergio Perez. Red Bull therefore pitted Perez under
the VSCto change hisnose and switch him from the medium tyres
(Verstappen and Leclerc had also started on this compound) to the
hards. This would become critical, with the Mexican rejoining down
in 18th, but able to recatch the pack thanks to whathappened next.

This was the real variety of safety car soon being called out
because, soon after racing resumed at the end of lap two, Lando
Norris crashed very hard at Turn 11 on the nexttour. The McLaren

)

...then his lack of grip
under braking forced
the Ferrari off the track
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“WHEN INFORMED OF THE STEWARDS’
DECISION, VERSTAPPEN ASKED RED
BULLTO ‘GIVE THEM MY REGARDS""

driver had been following team-mate Piastri through the fast, flowing
right/left sequence at this point and was caught on abump - his car
snapped right. Cold, griplesstyres and low pressures from the lower
speeds under the VSCneutralisation were also a factor in the crash,
which ended when Norris hitthe barriersin the run-off far behind
Turn 13, having come dangerously close to wiping out Piastri too.

Theraceresumed onlap seven, and Verstappen set about
establishingthat2.2s advantage. Red Bull clearly expected him to
be ableto extend that and negate his penalty quickly. Butthat was
actually as good asitgot. Theleaders were lappingin the 1m38s,
with Leclerc able to first peg Verstappen’s escape, then chip away
atitandreverse any subsequent gains. Eventually, onlap 15,
Verstappen’s pace fell to the mid-1m39s and, suddenly, there
was areal race for victory happening.

The Dutchman’s tyres were “t****d”, suffering from his two
stints abusing the mediumsin trying to break the tow to Leclerc
after the virtual and real safety cars. The yellow-walled compound
hadbeen vulnerable to graining all through the weekend, although
for Red Bull this was surprisingly worse than in FP2, when ithad
held an advantage over Ferrari.

And so, onlap 16, justas Leclerc was getting DRS for the long
blast along the Strip - the zone lengthened by 50 metres after
Thursday/Friday night practice to improve the overtaking
potential - Red Bull called Verstappenin. »»
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Bythetime he pitted, Verstappen was second on the road again -
Leclerchad retakenthelead atTurn 14 and the cornerleading
off the Strip by the Planet Hollywood complex, where apparently
ticketless fans would later tear down view-blocking screens. Now
Ferraricould use whatteam boss Fred Vasseur said was “better tyre
management” onthe mediums. Itleft Leclerc out for five morelaps,
gaining a significant tyre-life offsetto his rival, who had rejoined 11th
and behind even George Russell. The Mercedes had briefly been able
to stay with theleaders while running third early on before falling
backalong with Alpine’s qualifying star, Pierre Gasly. Russell had
comeinonlap 15and (like Verstappen) taken hards. Leclerc got
these on the 21sttour, which boosted Perezto the netlead.

Perezhad battled past Lance Stroll, Daniel Ricciardo and Zhou
Guanyu after the safety car restart, with strong pace in the low
1m38sin free air once theleaders had pitted. The Red Bull, said team
boss Christian Horner, just “came alive” on what Verstappen called
“abitmore robust” product “against the graining” in the white-walled
compound. But Perezstill faced a 49-lap stint to the end if nothing
else happenedto create another cheap pitstop.

Leclerc’s early tours on the hards were not setting the timing
screens alight. But this was because he was working “to bring them

“WHEN YOU GOOL THEM DOWN
DURING THE SAFETY GAR, TO RESTART
A USED TYRE IS INGREDIBLY DIFFICULT™

into temperature and we had done a really good job on that”.
This is why Leclerc ended up feeling “really confident that
the win was ours” at this stage.

The hard rubber needed such careful treatment because “you
hadto push harderto generate the heatinto the tyre”, according to
Pirellimotorsportboss Mario Isola. But overdoing it would risk
therear-tyre graining that everyone was fearing, and was worse
all weekend on the mediums.

Verstappen, meanwhile, was racing hard against Zhou and Alonso,
recovering to run with Russell on lap 23. At this stage Leclerc had
finally started pressing ontothelow 1m38s, and onlap 25he
passed VSC-stopper Stroll, then faced an 11.4s gap to Perez.

Verstappen’slap 20 pass on Zhou had shown a hint of what the
RB19 could do through the long Turns 10-11 swoops that most other
cars could not. Thiswas to be so quick that Turn 12 then became a
legitimate overtaking spot, with the long Strip DRS run still to come.
Onlap 25, Verstappen’s run to here was again so good that he moved to
attack Russellinto Turn 12. Butthe Mercedes driver “totally didn’t

Russell penalised for
causing contact that cost
Verstappen wing endplate
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Leclerc tried in
vain to keep
Verstappen at
bay on lap 37
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see himinthe blindspot” and turned in - hard. The contact smashed
Verstappen’s front-wing right-side endplate, but did little real damage
to Russell's W14, bar breaking itsleft-front wheel cover. Butitagain
left debris strewn acrossthe track, causing another safety car.

Russell was handed a 5s penalty for causing the crash. The Briton
would go onto battle past others who didn’t stop under this second
safety car period, ultimately recovering to finish fourth on the road
butdropping to eighth when his penalty was applied.

Butthere was much still to come before that, starting with Red Bull
pulling Perez and Verstappen in during the safety car period to bank
more gifted race time. For Perez, this likely meant he avoided having
Leclerc “coming back” with his strong hard-tyre pace, as Vasseur put
it. Horner refused to say whether Perez would have needed a second
stop, saying only “it was a voyage into the unknown, just keep going
until youneed to stop”.

Ferrari, despite easily having time to pull
Leclercin, lefthim out. This was “the
timing of the safety car [being] the
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worst-case scenario for us”, according to Vasseur.

So, the order when the safety car peeled in for the start of lap 29
was Leclerc, Perez, Piastri, Gasly and Verstappen - the McLaren
and Alpine also boosted forwards by not taking the option of
stopping under this caution period.

Leclerc did well to drop Perez by hitting the gas out of Turn 14, where
he'd earlier been annoyed that Verstappen had led the first restart
from before that corner and so braked hard again. This gave Leclerc
ahandy0.8sadvantage, which was 1.5s by Turn 5. But this wasn’t the
DRS-proof advantage it seemed because of the challenge of warming
up the hard tyres. “The problem is thatthen when you cool them
down during the safety car, to restart aused tyre isincredibly difficult
and there we lostthe race,” Leclerc explained. “I think we did the best
jobwe could restarting the hard. I slid quite a bitand that’s not great.”

Isolaexplained thatthe hard tyre challenge here was that, without
afresh set, “you struggle to put the energyinto the tyre to generate
the heatbecause you haveless rubber”. Plus, the length of the Strip
straight and cool conditions meant the front tyres were losing up to
40C and the rears 25C, even at full racing speeds.

Allthis meant Perez, with hard tyres five laps younger, was in DRS
range as soon as itwas reactivated on the 31sttour. Here Leclerc was
ableto stay ahead using his very low-downforce wing package, with
Perezstill on the bigger of the two Red Bull optionstried in practice.
Butthe nexttime by, Perez seized the lead with a DRS run to Turn 14
thatended with him getting it done on the brakes on the inside line.

But Leclerc didn’t give up. He stuck with Perez so well that he was
able touse histop-speed prowess (he topped the race speed trap
at217mph) torepassatthe same pointthree lapslater.

By this time Verstappen had dispatched Gasly and Piastriand was
again avictory contender justbehind. He asked Red Bull to consider
they “work together”, then passed his team-mate anyway - at Turn 14
onlap 36. The next time around he got Leclerc at the same spot. The
Ferraridriver came offthe brakesto try to make afight of it at the
apex, but Verstappen was in the right spot to negate this.

Engineer Gianpiero Lambiase urged Verstappen to push to break
the tow, with Leclerc still lurking and getting DRS to aid his defence
against Perezin turn. Verstappen did this with a pace increase to the
1m35s, atime Leclerc couldn’tachieve until near the finish.

Then, on lap 43 with Verstappen 1.9s ahead, Leclerclocked up at »»

TILTON/GETTYIMAGES/RED BULLCONTENT POOL
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Qualifying in Las Vegas had all of Charles Leclerc’s greatest
hits. Stunning speed, the odd mistake, brutal self-assessment.
In the end, though, the Ferrari driver was dominant.

He’d led Q1 and Q2 convincingly, but Q3 was a rather
different challenge. The opening segments had featured the
drivers doing multiple laps to build temperature on the cool,
slippery track surface, which was gripping up significantly as
what was only the second live session of the day went on. The
leaders were traversing the first two parts across both fresh
and used soft tyres, which for Ferrari left them with two new
sets for the finale. This had been building to a crescendo -
particularly with last-gasp improvements down the order in
Q1 and Q2 suggesting track position (to be last to start the
final fliers) would be pivotal. Leclerc had also produced what
he called “probably the best laps I’'ve done in a while” on his
way to topping Q2 with a 1m32.775s.

On thefirst runs in Q3, it became clear that, unlike the
previous segments, the leaders were going to try just one
warm-up lap and flier. This felt surprising, but Pirelli
motorsport boss Mario Isola explained that while “grip
recovery was there [on multi-lap runs], the track evolution
was more important and the new tyre was giving extra grip
in any case”. Leclerc again led the way, but with a time slower
than his Q2 best - a 1m33.021s. Still, though, he headed
team-mate Carlos Sainz by 0.022 seconds (he’d been 0.234s
ahead in Q1 and 0.563s in Q2), with Max Verstappen just 0.083s
further back. The stage
was poised for a thrilling
climax. Butin the end, it
all deflated somewhat.

Sainz attempted two
warm-up tours, which left
Leclerc running first of the
leaders. Leclerc “didn’t
put things together”, but
nevertheless still produced an improvement to the
session’s best: 1m32.726s. Leclerc’s kerb-riding at Turn 8 -
he enjoyed “trying to hook your wheel inside the kerb” -
led to a quicker exit than Sainz, with his smoother entrance
to Turn 7 and the Turn 9 exit also pivotal.

Behind, Verstappen was trying a second attempt on the
same set of Q3 softs, but he abandoned this because he was
0.6s down after two sectors with what he called “chewing gum
grip”. And while Sainz “felt like | did a good step”, he still
ended up just 0.044s adrift. With a drop to 12th thanks to his
“upsetting” grid penalty, it summed up his luckless weekend.
Leclerc explained that his second, pole-winning Q3 effort
was “a cleaner lap” than his first.

Behind came George Russell and Pierre Gasly, with
Alex Albon and Logan Sargeant sixth and seventh fastest.
Lewis Hamilton and Sergio Perez were shock Q2 fallers.

“The stage was
poised for a thrilling
climax. But in the
end, it all deflated
somewhat”
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Formula 1 really doesn’t help itself

at times. No, not the track breaking

up in FP1. No, not the fans being
booted out ahead of the delayed
FP2. No, not the lack of an apology
for the shambolic opening day.
They are all bad - much worse,

in fact - than what happens at the
start of FP3. But it’s just typical.
The clock finally ticks down to
8.30pm local time...and no

cars leave the pits.

Itisn’t long before the McLaren
pair are circulating. But a queue
of drivers eager to get going
wouldn’t go amiss. No wonder the
crowd to Autosport’s back on the
outside of Turn 7 cheers Oscar
Piastri’s arrival heartily. It’s a
mixture of ironic welcoming and
escaping frustration turning to
joy. Finally, the fans are getting
what they’ve paid for. In some
cases, paid $50,000 for.

Autosport had also been here
during the abandoned FP1 session.
We were aghast at the news that
the session wouldn’t be resumed.
Adding to the shock had been the
circuit commentators informing
the fans that they had no idea why
the decision had been made,
before news of Carlos Sainz’s
strike of the water valve cover
had really filtered out. Then, the
reaction was stunned silence.

Now, every driver is getting a
cheer first time by - even Sergio
Perez and Max Verstappen when
they join the FP3 fray later than

RACE CENTRE LAS VEGAS GP

TRACKSIDE VIEW
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LasVegas Circuit
Length 3.853 miles
Number oflaps 50
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'_:.-.:?5 DRS detection
- DRS zone

. Trackside view

“Finally, the fans
are getting what
they’ve paid for. In
some cases, paid
$50,000 for”

most. But there is little in the way
of the many thrills and spills we
initially saw in the truncated
Thursday night running.

Valtteri Bottas changes all
that. In response to his C43
understeering too much in the
rescheduled FP2, Alfa Romeo has
adjusted its set-up for Friday night.
And yet Bottas is almost backing it

22 [AUTOSPORT.COM 23 NOVEMBER 2023

in each time around here - our
location lit up surreally by the
Finn’s own face at one stage,
beamed down upon us from
the gigantic LED screen of the
Sphere entertainment venue.
Twice Bottas locks up through
Turn 7 and cuts Turn 8 - cooked
rubber wafting through the chilled
night air. He’s actually on cooldown
laps each time, demonstrating
the fragile tyre temperature
challenge here and how on edge
the Alfa now is, after he’d
been fifth overallin FP2.

There are a variety of lines.
These include Ferrari’s Charles

Leclerc clonking the inside Turn 7
kerbs way more than team-mate
Sainz, while Lewis Hamilton makes
an adjustment from sweeping in
later and wider early on, as his
Mercedes team-mate George
Russell does throughout, to later
mimicking Leclerc’s approach.

Soon the mistakes are piling up
- this spot is tricky because the
drivers still have to complete the
end of the long Turn 6 left as they
start braking for Turn 7. Good
thing that this is the ‘Capital of
Second Chances’. How F1 might
need one of those here in 2024...
ALEX KALINAUCKAS

PICS: ALEXKALINAUCKAS
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Anightoutin
Las Vegas: Leclerc,
Verstappen and Perez
under the lights

o
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Turn 12 and went deep, which handed Perez second. Buteven
onthe day when Perezfinally sealed second in the 2023 drivers’
standings, he couldn’t give Red Bull a 1-2. This was because, while
Verstappen moved clearto alead of 4.5s by the end of lap 47, Leclerc
hadbythen erased the 1.5s deficit he faced after his off.

Red Bull was sufficiently concerned about Leclerc’s close presence
to Perezthatitasked Verstappentoback offtoa2.5s gap sothathe
could aid the Mexican with along-range tow. Verstappen obliged, but
itmadelittle difference. This was because Leclerc had spotted Perez
making “a small mistake [aleft-frontlock-up at Turn 14 on lap 44] four
or five laps before [the lastlap], so I knew he was being cautious alittle
biton braking”. Having charged his electrical energy for onelast
effort, which turned out to be his personal bestlap time on the
final tour, Leclerc went for it at Turn 14.

He made alatelunge to the inside, and Perezturned out of a harder
fight. Leclerc then covered off any hint of an audaciouslast-corner
repass by sticking to the inside and hanging on to beat Perez by just
0.2s, Verstappen having already taken the chequered flag 2.1s ahead.

There can belittle doubt that Leclerc had been denied a genuine
victory shot by the final safety car. AsIsolanoted, “it was working
quite well”, the hard was the tyre to race on longest. Ithad some
graining, butIsola said this was “not affecting the performance”,
especially compared to the medium. Perez’s misfortune onlap one

ol Though Perez lost second
place in the GP, he cemented
runner-up status in the points

FERRARO

***

"'ﬂ-J

“THERE GAN BE LITTLE DOUBT LEGLERG
HAD BEEN DENIED A GENUINE VICTORY
SHOT BY THE FINAL SAFETY GAR™

puthim onthatrubber effectively from the off and, while he did
make several fine passesin the pack, the race circumstances did
the rest. Verstappen was also able to pressinto the 1m36s and
quicker on the hards soon after the final restart. That’s even

with his damaged front wing, of which Horner noted: “Thankfully
itwasn’tamassive [balance] shift.”

But, critically, Verstappen had also switched to what he called
Red Bull’s closest version of a “fantastic low downforce wing” ahead
of qualifying. He felt that taking “alittle bit of time to getinto anicer
rhythm” with this hurthis performance on Friday night. Inthe
race, itmade him “quick on the straight” compared to Perez,
butitwas alsothen “alittle bit more loose in the corners”.

This exacerbated his medium tyres graining when leading early,
butonthe hardsthiswasless of a problem because they were more
durable, and so Verstappen “could really push on the tyres” ata low-
degradation venue. That clearly boosted Ferrari, which was left to
reflect on so many cases of what might have been.

Leclercexplained in the press conference that “now, [with
hindsight’s benefit] Iwould have stopped” under the second
safety car. Had he done so he would have sacrificed track position
to Perez, but clearly would have been able to passin a straight fight,
given he gotthe Red Bull that at the time had the best chance to win.

The safety car also aided Verstappen, with Isola
reckoning that making the finish on his firstset
of hards would have meant “he would have
suffered more tyre degradation”. This
increasesthe case that Perez was on a two-
stopper before Russell hit Verstappen, given

NEXT
F1REPORT

hisfirsthards were already 25laps old. Abu Dhabi g
Leclercnever really got to show what 30 Nov. 'GP
he coulddoin clean air on the hard tyres isssmber
e

he’d worked so well to bring in. #
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MIXED FORTUNES
FOR ALPINES IN
LAS VEGAS

Esteban Ocon clinched
his best F1 result since his
Monaco podium, snaring
fourth place in Las Vegas
in an impressive showing.
Ocon appeared to defy an
instruction from his Alpine team
not to pass team-mate Pierre
Gasly on lap 34, but it very
much proved to be the right
call; Gasly fell down the order
with tyre graining and battery
issues over the race’s second
half. Ocon had produced a
series of strong moves to rise
from his lowly 16th-place grid
berth, and was up to eighth by
the end of the first lap after
escaping the chaos ahead.
Although Kevin Magnussen
got back ahead after the early
safety car, Ocon got past the
Dane once again and then put a
brave move on Logan Sargeant
at Turns 6/7 to continue his
progression through the order.
After clearing Gasly, Ocon
was shuffled down to fifth on
the road by George Russell, but
the Briton’s penalty put him
back in eighth amid a closely
congested order and reinstated
Ocon’s fourth-place finish.
Gasly had qualified fourth
and ran as high as third after
the mid-race safety car, but
slipped out of the points
and finished 11th. He had
continued to struggle with
getting heat into the tyres
over the course of the race.
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Neon Sainz doesn’t light up Strip

Carlos Sainz labelled his efforts in

Las Vegas as “a good comeback and
damage limitation” after the Ferrari star
was demoted to 12th on the grid following
power unit penalties in the wake of his
water valve cover incident in FP1.

Sainz’s Turn 1 spin on cold tyres after
tagging Lewis Hamilton on the opening
lap made the recovery effort that much
more difficult overall. Sainz reckoned that
“he’d touched the brake, not even hit it,
and the tyres were locked”, and likened
the opening corner to “driving on ice”.

Pitting early under the safety car undid
much of the first-lap damage, and Sainz
was in the ascendancy as others began to
make their visits to the pitlane. That
progress topped out while running fourth.
George Russell stole a slipstream to pass
on lap 24, and Sainz was notably mugged
by Max Verstappen as soon as Russell had

The number of
grand prix wins
for Red Bullin
2023, a new
Formula 1 record
for most victories
by oneteamina
single season.

completed the move when the Red Bull
found great speed on the back stretch.

Sainz had won out in a battle with
Fernando Alonso early on, as each
recovered from similarly wayward
incidents on lap one, and the Spanish
pair resumed their scrap for position
after the second safety car. But Sainz
won out a second time, while Hamilton
managed to nestle between them to
demote Alonso to a net ninth.

Sainz was left to rue what could have
been en route to sixth place. “You saw
today what happened out front and the
pace Charles had,” he said. “With two
Ferraris up there we could have had a very
good, fun race for the podium and for
the win. We missed out a bit on that but
it was a good day for the team in terms
of constructors’ - we managed but it
should have been even better.”

pos

e g
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Norris hospitalised after heavy lap-three shunt

Lando Norris had to visit hospital following
his bump-induced accident on lap three,
but was discharged after a quick check-up.
This left McLaren’s fortunes on the
shoulders of Oscar Piastri, who produced
an impressive run to 10th place to turn
around a dismal qualifying performance

LEWIS HAMILTON
MERCEDES DRIVER

Did you think seventh place
at the finish was on the
cards when you got

the puncture?

I had no idea what would

be possible, but I’'m grateful
to get a couple of points at
least. But would have been

a podium, for sure.

How did you find

the circuit?

The race was great. It was
one of the best races. And
everyone had been... so
many people, all the media,
everyone been so negative
about this race and about
the show and all that, | was
[like] just let it be and let’s
see how it goes. Great race!
This is like Baku, but better.

Do you think F1 did a
great job at balancing

the entertainment factor
along with the actual
racing on track?

I don’t know anything
about the entertainment
stuff. So | wasn’t watching
that. But | think Vegas
brought on a great event.
And next year is going to be
even better. Now, we’ve gone
through it once. There’ll be

Q&A

for the Woking squad.

Piastri managed to overcome a clash
with Lewis Hamilton to soar into the upper
reaches of the points, but the decision to
start on the hard tyres had hurt the
Australian, and progress throughout the
race was stunted by the need to stop
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loads of learning and yeah,
really grateful for Vegas
for having us.

Entertaining race from
the outside as well.

How big a win do you
think it is for F1?

| think, as | said, there’s
just been a lot of negativity
about having three grands
prix in the States and people
talking about bringing back
old classic races from
Europe, but this has
provided a better race

than most of the tracks

we go to. So hats off to the
people that run the show,
and | can’t wait to come
back and hopefully have a
better race here next year.

again for medium rubber.

A late push resulted in fastest lap and a
pass on Pierre Gasly to get into the top 10.
“It’s a shame [to only finish 10th] as Oscar
was absolutely brilliant,” said McLaren
boss Andrea Stella. “Today was a bit of
a surprise as to how quick we were.”

STROLL'S PITSTOP GAMBLES PAY
OFF WITH FIFTH-PLAGE FINISH

Lance Stroll matched his
Brazilian Grand Prix result
with a second successive
fifth place, the Aston
Martin driver making up
10 positions at the start to
avoid the chaos ahead.

Stroll took the
opportunity to pit during
the early safety car at the
cost of five of those 10
positions, but moved
through the order when
others took their
scheduled visits to
the pitlane later on.

He pitted again when
the second safety car
emerged to accept a
similarly cheap stop,
although a slightly slow
tyre change cost him a
place to Max Verstappen,
and he was jumped by
Alex Albon on the restart,
but Stroll regrouped and
fought his way back up to

fifth. He was overtaken
late on by George Russell,
but got fifth back when
the Mercedes driver was
handed a five-second
penalty for clashing
with Verstappen.
Fernando Alonso’s day
was less auspicious after
overcooking it at the first
corner, where he spun
into the run-off at the
start to set up contact
with Valtteri Bottas.
Alonso had to recover
from a first-lap pitstop
and, like Stroll, used the
second safety car to
mitigate the damage of a
second stop. This put him
in what seemed like a
race-long fight with Carlos
Sainz, who eventually
broke clear of their battle;
in the meantime, Alonso
lost a place to Lewis
Hamilton to finish ninth.
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RED BULL’S SPLIT APPROACH TO VEGAS CHALLENGE...

Unfamiliar conditions made car
set-up for the Las Vegas Grand Prix
something of a head-scratcher
among the teams. Formula 1

very seldom runs on 18C track
temperatures, and mitigating

the effect of tyre graining was
going to be one problem. But

the nature of the course, which
features a 1.4km (0.9-mile) flat-out
stretch along the Las Vegas Strip,
meant that running skinny wings
was going to be a preferable
solution to hit top speed.

With less downforce, building up
tyre temperature throughout the
Pirelli construction was going to
be slightly difficult, which was why
graining was so prevalent. Red Bull
splitits two cars and opted to give

...AS FERRARI GOES
SKINNY AGAIN

Ferrari also took the opportunity
to test its wing levels out, and
started with a specification used
at the Belgian Grand Prix featuring
a slightly curved mainplane and

a small dip in the top plane’s
trailing edge. But it seemed that
the team felt this was not delivering
the straightline speed required on
the Vegas strip, and changed to a
wing used at Monza with a top
plane featuring a distinctly

low angle of attack.

The team was perhaps more
confident in doing this since it is
sometimes prone to overheating its
tyres during the hotter races, so it
would stand to reason that it could
get the right fire-up in colder
conditions. Leclerc ended up being
fastest in the speed trap during the
race at 350km/h (217mph), 6.2km/h
faster than the next-best recorded
speed from George Russell, which
helped him mount his last-gasp
effort on Perez for second.

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

LAS VEGAS GP TECH

DRAWING BOA

GIORGIO PIOLA

Sergio Perez a slightly higher-
downforce rear wing, giving him

an advantage in traction and
through the corners, but costing a
little bit of outright speed down the
straight. When attacking with DRS,
this did not affect him too much,
but in defence it proved to be
one of the key reasons why
he lost second to Charles
Leclerc at the death.

Max Verstappen’s rear
wing was more trimmed
out, making it more
difficult to build tyre
temperature early on, but
a Gurney flap at least helped
to balance the downforce
levels out slightly.

JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

WORLD CHAMPION’S
REAR WING WAS
MORE TRIMMED OUT

SPA-STYLE WING
WAS FOLLOWED
BY MONZA SPEC
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: 19 Stroll #18 17 Zhou #24 15 Norris #4 13 Hulkenberg #27 11 Perez #11
RELER O 1132100 DEEENGe 350 DEEENGs 3703 DELESE®e  1m33070;  GEERERR® 1m33.855
Y v F L4 ' L F L 4 F L
20 Tsunoda #22 18 Piastri #81 16 Ocon #31 14 Ricciardo #3 12 Sainz #55
1m36.447s N~  Im3sss0s REERGw 135 OEN®=  1m330ss DR 32770 DO

FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 SEASON STATS

POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME DRIVER TIME
Leclerc 1m40.909s Leclerc 1m35.265s 1 Russell 1m34.093s 2||:l\v|\:§|s¢;;us|-||p AR FIIBhEIISSTH SESATL
2 Hulkenberg 1m43.446s 2 Sainz 1m35.782s 2 Piastri 1m34.491s 1 Verstappen 549 1 1
3 Magnussen 1m44.261s 3 Alonso 1m35.793s 3 Sargeant 1m34.645s 2 Perez 273 1 1
4 Verstappen 1m44.397s 4  Perez 1m36.085s 4  Verstappen 1m34.653s 3 Hamilton 232 2 1
5 Ocon 1m45.365s 5 Bottas 1m36.129s 5 Perez 1m34.706s 4 Sainz 200 1 1
6 Russell 1m45.497s 6 Verstappen 1m36.183s 6 Albon 1m34.726s 5  Alonso 200 ) )
7 Sainz 1m45.824s 7  Hulkenberg 1m36.489s 7 Alonso 1m34.788s 6 Norris 195 2 2
8 Tsunoda 1m45.908s 8  Stroll 1m36.496s 8 Hamilton 1m34.853s 7  Leclerc 188 2 1
9 Perez 1m46.793s 9 Hamilton 1m36.663s 9 Bottas 1m34.908s 8 Russell 160 3 2
10 Bottas 1m47.147s 10 Albon 1m36.688s 10 Magnussen 1m35.067s 9  Piastri 89 2 2
11 Gasly 1m48.253s 11 Norris 1m36.864s 11 Norris 1m35.089s 10 Stroll 73 4 3
12 Hamilton 1m48.513s 12 Russell 1m36.890s 12 Hulkenberg 1m35.112s 11 Gasly 62 3 4
13 Ricciardo 1m48.650s 13 Magnussen 1m36.917s 13 Stroll 1m35.253s 12 Ocon 58 3 4
14 Zhou 1mA48.822s 14  Piastri 1m36.987s 14 Ocon 1m35.297s 13 Albon 27 7 4
15 Norris 1m48.947s 15 Gasly 1m37.134s 15 Zhou 1m35.881s 14 Tsunoda 13 8 8
16  Stroll notime 16 Ocon 1m37.241s 16 Leclerc 1m35.908s 15 Bottas 10 8 7
17  Piastri notime 17 Tsunoda 1m37.412s 17 Sainz 1m35.939s 16 Hulkenberg 9 7 2
18 Albon notime 18 Zhou 1m37.656s 18 Tsunoda 1m36.087s 17 Ricciardo 6 7 4
19 Alonso notime 19 Ricciardo 1m37.680s 19 Gasly 1m36.485s 18 Zhou 6 9 5
20 Sargeant notime 20 Sargeant 1m38.140s 20 Ricciardo 1m37.778s 19 Magnussen 3 10 4
WEATHER Night, air 17C track 20C WEATHER Night, air 13-14C track 16C WEATHER Night, air 17-18C track 19-20C 20 Lawson 2 9 10
21 Sargeant 1 10 7
22 deVries 0 12 12
SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING)
CONSTRUCTORS’ PTS
CHAMPIONSHIP
Red Bull 216.4mph
Mercedes 216.3mph L RedBull 822
. 2 Mercedes 392
Williams 216.1mph 3 Ferrari 388
Alfa Romeo 216.1mph 4  McLaren 284
Alpine 215.1mph 5 AstonMartin 273
Ferrari 214.9mph 6 Alpine 120
Aston Martin 214.2mph 7  Williams 28
AlphaTauri 213.1mph 8 AlphaTauri 21
Haas 212.8mph 9 AlfaRomeo 16
McLaren 211.5mph 10 Haas 12
QUALIFYING BATTLE
Verstappen 19 Perez
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 Leclerc 14 7 Sainz
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Hamilton 11 10 Russell
1 Leclerc 1m33.617s 1 Leclerc 1m32.775s 1 Leclerc 1m32.726s Gasly 13 Ocon
2 sainz 1m33.851s 2 sainz 1m33.338s 2 Ssainz 1m32.770s Norris 15 Piastri
3  Russell 1m34.137s 3  Russell 1m33.351s 3 Verstappen 1m33.104s Zhou 7 14 Bottas
4 Verstappen 1m34.190s 4 Gasly 1m33.494s 4 Russell 1m33.112s Alonso 18 3 Stroll
5 Hulkenberg  1m34.265s 5 Verstappen  1m33.572s 5  Gasly 1m33.239s Magnussen 7 14 Hulkenberg
6 Gasly 1m34.272s 6 Albon 1m33.588s 6 Albon 1m33.323s Ricciardo 2 3 Tsunoda
7  Bottas 1m34.305s 7 Alonso 1m33.617s 7  Sargeant 1m33.513s Tsunoda ST LA
8  Hamilton 1m34.307s 8 Magnussen  1m33.664s 8 Bottas 1m33.525s Ll 2 8 Tsunoda
9 Magnussen 1m34.337s 9 Sargeant 1m33.733s 9 Magnussen 1m33.537s Sargeant 0 21 Albon
10 Alonso 1m34.422s 10 Bottas 1m33.809s 10 Alonso 1m33.555s WINS FASTESTLAPS
11 Stroll 1m34.504s 11 Hamitton 1m33.837S  \EATHER Night, air 15C track 18C Verstappen 18  Verstappen 8
12 Sargeant 1m34.525s 12 Perez 1m33.855s Perez Hamilton 4
13 Perez 1m34.574s 13 Hulkenberg 1m33.979s Sainz Perez 2
14 Albon 1m34.634s 14 Stroll 1m34.199s Piastri 2
15 Ricciardo 1m34.683s 15 Ricciardo 1m34.308s POLEPOSITIONS Alonso 1
16  Norris 1m34.703s NEXT RA GE Verstappen 11 Norris 1
17 Ocon 1m34.834s Leclerc 5 Russell 1
18 Zhou 1m34.849s 26 November Perez 2 Tsunoda 1
19 Piastri 1m34.850s Abu Dhapj GP Sainz 2 Zhou 1
20 Tsunoda 1m36.447s Yas Marina Hamilton 1
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STARTING GRID —

9 Alonso #14 7 Bottas #77 5 Albon #23 3 Russell #63 1 Leclerc#16
DR o5 BEEEEGs 113355 NG~ 73332 2 TOESENOs m3o SO 1m32726s

'y v A ¥ ' v A v A v

10 Hamilton #44 8 Magnussen #20 6 Sargeant #2 4 Gasly #10 2 Verstappen #1
1m33837s NG  1m33537s  MERRGe.  (m33sics NG~ 133230 RN  1m3is G-

RESULTS ROUND 21/22 (50 LAPS - 192.60 MILES) FASTEST LAPS

POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED  TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP
MaxVerstappen (NLD) Red Bull-Honda RBPT 1h29m08.289s 29 Mn,Hn,Hn 1 Piastri 1m35.490s - 47
2 CharlesLeclerc(mco) Ferrari +2.070s 13 Mn,Hn 2 Verstappen 1m35.614s +0.124s 44
3  SergioPerez (MEx) Red Bull-Honda RBPT +2.241s 8 Mn,Hn,Hn 3 Leclerc 1m35.669s +0.179s 50
4  Esteban Ocon (Fra) Alpine-Renault +18.665s Mn,Hn 4 Hamilton 1m35.716s +0.226s 48
5 LanceStroll(can) Aston Martin-Mercedes +20.067s Su,Hu, Hu 5 Perez 1m35.939s +0.449s 40
6 CarlosSainzEsp) Ferrari +20.834s Mn,Hn,Hn 6 Sainz 1m35.984s +0.494s 47
7 LewisHamilton (GBR) Mercedes +21.755s Hu,Mu,Hn 7 Russell 1m36.071s +0.581s 44
8 GeorgeRussell(GBr) Mercedes +23.091s Mn,Hn,Hn 8 Alonso 1m36.559s +1.069s 42
9 FernandoAlonso (Esp) Aston Martin-Mercedes +25.964s Mn, Hu, Hu 9 Stroll 1m36.584s +1.094s 45
10 OscarPiastri (aus) McLaren-Mercedes +29.496s Hu,Hu,Mu 10 Ocon 1m36.637s +1.147s 47
11 PierreGasly (Fra) Alpine-Renault +34.270s Mn,Hn 11 Gasly 1m36.913s +1.423s 37
12 AlexanderAlbon (THa) Williams-Mercedes +43.398s Mn,Hn 12 Ricciardo 1m37.108s +1.618s 50
13 KevinMagnussen(pnk)  Haas-Ferrari +44.825s Mn,Hn, Hn 13 Albon 1m37.357s +1.867s 50
14 DanielRicciardo (aus) AlphaTauri-Honda RBPT +48.525s Mn, Hu 14 Zhou 1m37.375s +1.885s 32
15 Zhou Guanyu (CHN) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +50.162s Hn,Mn 15 Magnussen 1m37.455s +1.965s 50
16 LoganSargeant (usa) Williams-Mercedes +50.882s Mn,Hn 16 Bottas 1m37.562s +2.072s 49
17 ValtteriBottas (FIN) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari +1m25.350s Mn,Hn,Mn 17 Hulkenberg 1m37.565s +2.075s 43
18 YukiTsunoda (Jrn) AlphaTauri-Honda RBPT 46 laps-engine Sn,Mn,Hn 18 Tsunoda 1m37.587s +2.097s 45
19 NicoHulkenberg peu) Haas-Ferrari 45 laps-loss of power Mn,Hn,Hn 19 Sargeant 1m37.740s +2.250s 32
R  Lando Norris (GBR) McLaren-Mercedes 2 laps-accident Mu 20 Norris 1m59.327s +23.837s 2

WEATHER Night, air 17-18C track 18-19C
WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 129.640mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 145.264mph

RACE BRIEFING

TYRES
GRID PENALTIES RACE PENALTIES
KEY: H-Hard M- Medium S-Soft I-Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u-Used set SAINZ }Q—place penalty VERSTAPPEN
for additional power 5s penalty and two
i e -y itel t d licence points for forcin
s 2 » unitelements use icencep &  Perez has now started as many
STROLL Five-place Leclerc off the track ld ch ionship GP
penalty and three RUSSELL 5s penalty W_Or championship GFs as
licence points for and two licence points Riccardo Patrese - and also
co a c2 c3 c4 cs INTERMEDIATE  WET overtaking Sainz for causing a collision has the same number
under yellow flags with Verstappen of wins: six
LAP CHART
LAP5 LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 50
Leclerc
Verstappen

Gasly

Sargeant -

.+ —

Magnussen |
Alonso i N
Hamilton — LY
Perez : N

Hulkenberg .lll |

Ricciardo

Ocon ‘,;, ]-: — ".' /O
Zhou . / | 4 /
- 4| I\

Stroll :

/l

Tsunoda

Pitstop @ Crash E Mechanical failure B Spin E¥ Penalty | Carlapped = Safetycar ' Virtual Safety car ™ Red flag
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RACE CENTRE LAS VEGAS GP

RED BULL

 — (]
MAX VERSTAPPEN

Started2nd—Result1st

Whatever he did,
he couldn’t quite
throw away the
win. First-corner
shenanigans versus
Leclerc deserved a
penalty, and then he
perhaps pushed too
hard too soon and
medium tyres didn’t
hold on. But low-drag
set-up got him back to
the lead, and he did
all he could to try to
secure a Red Bull 1-2.

ALPINE

S

PIERRE GASLY

Started 4th —Result11th

Hard to call. So

impressive in the

opening half of

the race, but
after the safety car
interval he began a
steady descent down
the order as the tyres
had started to grain
and could not be
revived. Continued
to drop once behind
team-mate Ocon, as
battery issues sapped
further pace.

LAS VEGAS GP
DRIVER RATINGS

Last of the late brakers and a capitalist from Turn 1 chaos

topped our scores on the slippery new street circuit

SERGIO PEREZ

Started 11th—Result3rd

At times looked

comfortablein

the lead. Victory

hopes helped
immensely by safety
car timing, but made
ground after early stop
where others did not
after first-lap contact.
Choice of higher-drag
rear wing cost speed
on straight, leaving
him vulnerable to
Leclerc’s daring
last-lap pass.

.pi_._.".r'
ESTEBAN OCON

Started 16th—Result4th

Avoided first-lap
chaos to move
from 16th on the
grid to eighth.
Managed his tyres well
to be quick at the end,
and proved that
defying team orders to
sit behind Gasly was
the right call. Passed by
penalty-encumbered
Russell at the end,
but nonetheless
enjoyed a quietly
impressive race.
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JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE

FERRARI

CHARLES LECLERC

Started 1st —Result2nd

Was sitting on an
8/10 score, but
last-lap overtake
on Perez boosts
him. Perhaps soft in
defence against Red
Bulls with DRS, but
maybe for a reason:
tyre management
made his final-lap bid
for second possible.
Wide moment on lap
43 cost place to Perez,
so not perfect, but it
was his sole mistake.

LANDO NORRIS

Started 15th——ResultR

Harsh? Maybe.
Was a passenger
in his lap-three
crash at Turn 12
thanks to cold tyres
and a bump in the
road after promising
initial progress. It may
have been avoidable
with greater caution
in opening laps, and
the other 19 drivers
avoided the same fate.
Thankfully OK after
brief hospital visit.

CARLOS SAINZ

Started 12th—Result6th

Channelled his
energyinto a
battling drive,
but was the
architect of his own
first-lap setbacks after
steaminginto Turn 1
and tagging Hamilton.
Recovered from a spin
and aided by safety
car to make progress
away from Alonso.
At risk of a Hamilton
attack had the race
been alap longer.

i
L

7
f“’

>
OSCAR PIASTRI

Started18th-Result10th

Afar better race
than his result
shows, as poor
qualifying was
atoned for. Forced into
premature pitstop
after Hamilton clash,
but shrugged off any
ill-effects and stayed
out during safety car
to sitin top four. Had
the pace to maintain
it, but a need to stop
after hard-hard tyre
strategy set him back.

MERCEDES

- -.5.-/ -

LEWIS HAMILTON

Started 10th—Result 7th

Forced into two
recoveries, SO
seventh wasn’t a
bad result. Was a
victim of the Turn 1
bowling alley but got
off lightly; puncture
in avoidable Piastri
contact put him
well down the order.
Recovered with great
race pace, comparable
to that of Leclerc and
Perez, and was on
Sainz’s tail at the end.

ALFA ROMEO

ZHOU GUANYU

Started 17th -Result15th

Given that he

made his sole

pitstop under

the mid-race
safety car, more might
have been expected.
Sat on the brink of the
top 10 before his stop,
but this proved to be
the zenith; he was
eventually outclassed
by Magnussen and
Ricciardo at the close,
with Sargeant looming
large at the flag.

GEORGE RUSSELL

Started 3rd — Result 8th

Scored down

for avoidable

contact with

Verstappen,
which cost him fourth
place. Lost track
position after first
pitstop and fell behind
non-stoppers during
the mid-race safety car
after Red Bull clash.
Decisive recovery,
but a better result
was possible and
probably expected.

VALTTERI BOTTAS

Started 7th —Result17th

Did all he could,
for his race was
effectively over
at Turn 1 after
Perez clouted his
diffuser. Struggled for
grip even more with a
compromised floor,
and was effectively
tasked with bringing
the car home. Got
up the order early on
after pitting under the
first safety car, but
soon fell away again.
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Ocon and Stroll putin

strong drives for Alpine "

and Aston Martin

FERNANDO ALONSO

Started 9th —Result9th

Theinvisible

banana skin at

Turn 1 left him

with a hard task
to get back into points.
Initial ascent after
pitting early was rapid,
but began to tail off as
tyres wore out; the
safety car timing was
opportune. Second
stint was less effective,
with other drivers’
fading tyres stopping
his stagnation.

WILLIAMS

LOGAN SARGEANT

Started 6th —Result16th

Can probably
consider himself
unfortunate with
tyre graining and
safety cars as his race
had been strongin
the first half. Looked
steady in the top six,
but things started to
unravel when Ocon
passed. Sat on the
cusp of the top 10 after
second safety car, but
could not hold on
with ageing tyres.

LR R B
LANCE STROLL

Started 19th —Result5th

Found 10 places
at the start, but
came under
attack from the
Haas duo in opening
laps. Early-pitting
gamble amid first
safety car offered
significant track
position, and second
safety car came at the
right time. Pounced on
fading Gasly and
Albon, but just lacked
pace to catch Ocon.

ALEX ALBON

Started 5th —Result12th

Faced a similar
scenario to
Gasly, where a
strong qualifying
result was wasted as
tyre wear began to
bite. Initial efforts to
defend fifth paid off,
but second-stint
graining cost him.
Fell out of the points
from there as tyre
issues worsened,
and recovery signs
arrived too late on.

KEVIN MAGNUSSEN

Started 8th —Result13th

Lost a place to
Ocon before the
safety car, but
nailed his restart
to get it back. Initial
hints of upward
mobility were
restricted by graining,
resulting in a retreat to
the midfield during
the opening half.
Stabilised after pitting
under mid-race safety
car, as tyres held up
through the stint.

NICO HULKENBERG

Started13th-Result19th

Reckoned that
mitigating
graining was
the only thing
restricting form, as
cool temperatures
resulted in lower
degradation. Stuck
behind Magnussen
throughout. Battled
with Sargeant late on,
and looked set for 14th
until a loss of power
cost him. Had been
happy until that point.

o motorsport

LAS VEGAS GP RACE CENTRE

SUTTON

IMAGES

DANIEL RICCIARDO YUKI TSUNODA

Started14th-Result14th  Started20th-Result18th

Decision to start
on softs paid off
with monster
leap through the
order but, unlike
Stroll, stuck with them
and fell back as a
result. Graining kept
progress on ice, with
pace suffering as a
result to leave him
consigned to the back.
Powertrain issues
resulted in retirement
a few laps from home.

Disappointed
with his result, as
team struggled
with low-grip
surface throughout.
Felt being overtaken
on the outside of Turn
3underlined his
struggles, and lost
ground on both
restarts. Got past Zhou
at the end, reckoning
that the race settling
down played to
his strengths.

TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS

? AUTOSPORT’S RANKING AFTER ROUND 21*
*Excluding Liam Lawson (6.6 average)
and Daniel Ricciardo (6.5)

Verstappen 8.9
Norris 7.5
Hamilton 7.1
Alonso 7.1
Leclerc6.9
Russell 6.6
Ocon 6.4

Sainz 6.4
Albon 6.3
Piastri 6.3

READERS’ RANKING AFTER ROUND 21*
* Excludes Lawson (7.1) and Ricciardo (6.3)

Alonso 7.4
Norris 7.4
Hamilton 7.1
Albon 6.7

Verstappen 8.9

Leclerc 6.7
Piastri 6.6
Sainz 6.5
Russell 6.5
Gasly 6.2
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WRC

Evans makes Toyota’s

. dreams come true |

Unpredictable conditions threatened to ruin the script, but the! |

: Y ) WY
champion team was not to be denied a podium lock-out on home soﬁ-
TOM HOWARD ’_

\

apan threw the proverbial kitchen sink at World

Rally Championship crews as extreme changeable

weather added to the already demanding rally of

10,000 corners. But the ‘four-seasons-in-one-day’

conditions failed to derail Elfyn Evans from
delivering Toyota the home win it so craved.

With Kalle Rovanpera and Toyota having wrapped up the
respective drivers’ and manufacturers’ titles in October, you could
be forgiven for thinking that the WRC season finale in the land
of the rising sun would be a relaxed dead rubber affair. It was
anything but. After Toyota had suffered defeat to rival Hyundai
on home soil last year, the pressure for the marque to win a
rally held in its own back yard, Toyota City, was palpable.

But the rally gods seemingly didn’t want to give in to Toyota’s
wishes easily, and rain, sunshine and even snow showers tested
crews to their very limits. It was perhaps fitting that Evans and
Scott Martin, who were denied a shot at victory in Japan last year
by a final-day puncture, produced one of the drives of the season
to clinch victory. Toyota got what it wished for and more when
Sebastien Ogier and Rovanpera completed a dream 1-2-3 to
underline the manufacturer’s domination of 2023. “Of course,
under the circumstances it’s special to win with your team-
mates side by side,” smiled Evans. “It’'s been mega.”

There had been few smiles in the Toyota camp after a humbling
by Hyundai on the opening stage, the first of three passes through
the all-new Toyota Stadium side-by-side superspecial, packed with
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fans inside the rally’s bustling service park.

First blood went to Thierry Neuville, who pipped team-mate
Esapekka Lappi by 0.7 seconds just hours after it was confirmed
that the Finn will scale back to a part-time programme with the
South Korean manufacturer next year. Toyota’s struggles were
outlined by all four of its GR Yarises being outside of the top four,
with home hero Takamoto Katsuta fifth ahead of Rovanpera,
while Ogier and Evans were eighth and ninth respectively.

Toyota’s fortunes would soon turn, much like the weather, come

“On the recce the pine needles
were like ice. If it’s wet, I don’t
want to know how it will be”

Friday morning. Concerns over the conditions were raised on
the previous day given the carpet of leaves and pine needles that
blanketed the technical asphalt roads. This, coupled with rain, had
the drivers worried. Calls were made for the roads to be cleaned.
“Being first on the road is not going to be easy,” predicted
Rovanpera, who has never been a fan of Japan’s stages. “On the recce
when we had a section with the pine needles it was like ice, and in
some places you don’t even see the Tarmac. And if it’s wet, I don't
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want to know how it will be. It will be a big challenge, for sure.”

Rovanpera was correct, and torrential rain caused havoc,
creating what the Finn described as “the most difficult conditions
I've seen”. To add to the slippery surface and treacherous patches
of standing water, misted-up windscreens left Rallyl crews
desperately struggling for visibility.

M-Sport’s Ott Tanak suffered the worst, and was forced to crouch
in his Ford Puma’s seat to try to peer through the fog. “I'm quite
seasick to be honest - there is no reason to drive like this,”
grumbled Tanak, who dropped almost four minutes.

Neuville summed up how severe things were. “The conditions
are really, really dangerous,” proclaimed the bespectacled Walloon.
“We shouldn’t be driving in them. I have done a lot of rallies, but
I've never been as scared as this morning.”

It wasn't long until drama struck. First, Katsuta was caught out by

All—Toygapodiuh made -
for a perfect sign-off for -
— —

the home manufacturer
i - -
N,

a patch of standing water on stage two (Isegami’s Tunnel) and
collided with trees, damaging the radiator on his GR Yaris. The
incident arrived after he'd set a blistering time at the first split. The
fan favourite lost 2m29s, effectively ending his victory hopes on the
spot, but at least he was able to continue, unlike two of his rivals.

At the same spot, Hyundai’s Dani Sordo and then M-Sport’s
Adrien Fourmaux hit the same standing water, and careered off the
road down an embankment. Fourmaux, making his Rally1 return
in place of Pierre-Louis Loubet, stopped within metres of Sordo’s
stricken 120N, prompting the red flags. All crews were OK but
neither was able to rejoin the rally.

“We had a lot of fog on the windscreen so I didn'’t see Dani
trying to slow us down,” related Fourmaux. “As soon as I
touched the brakes it was like ice.”

Sordo, whose rally ended on the same stage in a ball of flames »
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“At every left corner I couldn’t
see anything. It’s a shame that
we have to go through that”

last year, added: “We just missed the braking 11 kilometres into the
stage. We started aquaplaning and we went straight on. I touched
the brakes and one side locked up. We also had some mist on our
screen, which was a little distracting.”

Evans not only avoided the trouble but did so in impressive
style to shoot from ninth position into a 26s rally lead over
Neuville after stage three.

The Welshman, who was running second on the road, was
unable to explain his speed. “I have no idea,” he admitted. “I
thought I was going to be a minute down coming to end of
the first one, it was impossible to judge.”

Organisers cancelled stage four due to the adverse weather
preventing the medical helicopter from flying. Ogier, who found
himself in third, felt the entire loop should have been cancelled.
“There was a couple of centimetres left in the windscreen where
I could still see something, but at every left corner I couldn’t see
anything, and you just hope these couple of centimetres will stay
otherwise you have to stop,” sighed the Frenchman. “It’s a shame
that we have to go through that.”

While the Rally1 cars struggled for visibility, the Rally2 field
benefited from much clearer windscreens, and WRC2 champion
Andreas Mikkelsen starred to end the loop fourth overall ahead of
fellow class contenders Gregoire Munster and Nikolay Gryazin.

Mikkelsen mixed it with S
@ the Rallyl crews on his [l
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McKLEIN:

The rain relented for the afternoon loop, but it didn’t halt the
drama. Evans’s rally lead was reduced to 10.5s after stage five by
a charging Neuville, but the threat from the Belgian quickly
evaporated. A compression 100 metres into stage six (Inabu Dam)
caught out the Hyundai driver and his i20N understeered into
trees, ending any hopes of a second consecutive Japan victory. “I
was a bit too optimistic in that compression and I hit the sump
guard, and it threw me out of the line,” he grimaced. “So it was
very unfortunate, but that’s it.”

Neuville’s team principal Cyril Abiteboul felt his driver was
impatient to catch rally leader Evans: “We were all very impressed
with his first stage of the afternoon, which cut the gap by 15s to
Elfyn. He was probably a bit too much in a rush to recover the gap
to Elfyn, which led to a mistake and a misjudgement of the speed
to tackle that compression. It is what it is. But it’s tough losing
two cars, and Esapekka is clearly struggling with confidence
after a bad stint of events. We have to reflect to see if there is
something we can do to limit [errors] in the future, because
it's very clear that he [Neuville] has the ambition of winning
the world championship title.”

Neuville’s exit not only eased the growing pressure on Evans, but
handed Toyota a 1-2-3 at the end of Friday, as Rovanpera managed
to haul himself into the final podium spot. The odds on Evans
claiming a third win of 2023 were further shortened when nearest
rival Ogier was handed a one-minute penalty for being six minutes
late from the final service. The eight-time champion hailed the
effort from his crew to replace a damaged section of rollcage
caused from a driver’s side impact with a barrier on stage five,
but it left Ogier 1m49.9s adrift of Evans.

“They [the mechanics] did an amazing job again so I think
now the most important thing for us is to bring all three cars
home,” reflected Ogier.

The leaderboard continued to have an odd look, with Mikkelsen
ending the day fourth ahead of Munster and Gryazin. An out-of-
sorts Lappi was seventh ahead of Tanak and the recovering Katsuta,
who proved his early pace was real by winning three of the four
afternoon/evening stages.

Crews welcomed the arrival of dry weather on Saturday, but
this was short-lived and replaced by a freak snow shower in the
afternoon, when Japan’s asphalt stages took on a distinct Monte Carlo
feel. But prior to this latest weather curveball, there was another
unexpected situation that unfolded, triggering the red flags.

The returning Neuville, driving a repaired i20N, alarmingly came
across the zero car stranded in stage nine. The Belgian managed
to pull his car up before navigating past the vehicle. Katsuta also
encountered the car, which had stopped in the stage to remove
spectators from standing in a dangerous location. A stewards >
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investigation revealed that a miscommunication between
the zero car crew, stage commander and the clerk of the
course, coupled with a lack of radio signal, resulted in the
stage incorrectly going ahead.

Clerk of the course Haruo Takakuwa accepted full responsibility
for causing an unsafe situation and was reprimanded by the
stewards. Neuville, Katsuta, Lappi and Tanak were all handed
notional times. The matter will be referred to the FIA WRC
Commission for possible further action.

At the front, Evans remained in control and perfectly managed
his pace given his sizeable advantage. The only scare arrived
courtesy of the freak snow shower that affected the later runners

“It has been quite annoying.
Just when you think there will
be a dry loop, it starts to snow”

in stage 14, warranting a cry of “I don'’t believe it” from the usually
calm and reserved Evans. What must have felt like dropping a
minute on the incredibly slippery asphalt actually turned out

to be only 11.4s to nearest rival Ogier.

The irony of this latest bout of freak weather was not lost on
third-placed Rovanpera, who coined Rally Japan as the ‘rally
that keeps on giving’. “It has been quite annoying as just when
you think there will be a dry loop and you enjoy it a bit, it
starts to snow,” he reckoned.

With the battle at the front a stalemate, it was Katsuta who
provided the entertainment, winning five of the day’s eight stages
to climb to sixth, with his sights set on overhauling Lappi and
Tanak in fourth and fifth. The Japanese driver has struggled
for confidence at times this season, but declared Saturday
as the best he'd felt in the car this year.

“After yesterday my mind has changed and I have been just
focusing on doing my best, but if I'm honest in the back of my head
there is disappointment, but I just have to forget it,” summed up
Katsuta, who ultimately won 10 of the 22 stages.

Following the series of weather curveballs, Evans refused to start
thinking of victory despite heading into Sunday’s final six stages
with a 1m15.0s lead. Overnight snow again threatened to spoil
the Toyota homecoming party, but the three Yarises at the
front held firm to complete a dream 1-2-3.

Fan favourite Katsuta
showed pace, salvaging
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Lappi held off Katsuta to
deny Toyota a 1-2-3-4

Evans, desperate not to lose the victory, even managed to extend
his lead to 1m17.7s come the finish to record a third win of the
season, matching the season tally of his team-mates Ogier and
Rovanpera. Toyota’s final 2023 objective was achieved, and the
pressure valve was finally released. Cue a chorus of “we are
the champions” led by Evans’s co-driver Martin in the post-
event press conference.

“It’s been a difficult rally and I felt a bit of unfinished business
after last year, so it’s nice to score a result this way,” grinned Evans.
“Yeah, definitely [there was pressure]. From a finishing point of
view you look like a fool if you chuck it off and honestly it would be
something so easy to do. A minor misjudgement somewhere was
all it would have taken in the conditions we had.”

Lappi found pace at the right time to deny Toyota a second 1-2-3-4
of this season by holding off an inspired Katsuta, who leapfrogged
Tanak (competing in his final event for M-Sport) to claim fifth.
WRC2 champion Mikkelsen was rewarded with seventh in his
Skoda after his Friday heroics.

As the final chapter of the WRC season closes, thoughts already
turn to the start of the next in Monte Carlo in January. This year
Evans has delivered Toyota ‘home’ wins in Finland and now Japan.
Surely a world title is the next target to be looming large now
that we know his championship rival Rovanpera won't
contest a full season in 2024... &
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RESULTS ROUND 13/13, RALLY JAPAN, 16-19 NOVEMBER

POS DRIVER/CO-DRIVER TEAM/CAR TIME
MISTY SCREENS LEAVE . _ ,
1 ElfynEvans (GBr) Scott Martin (GBR) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 3h32m08.8s
EGGS ON FACES
2 SebastienOgier (Fra)Vincent Landais (Fra) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT Toyota GRYaris Rally1l +1m17.7s
3 KalleRovanpera (Fin) Jonne Halttunen (Fin) Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +1m46.5s
=
§ 4 EsapekkalLappi(Fin)Janne Ferm FiN) Hyundai ShellMobis WRT Hyundaii20 N Rally1 +2m50.3s
=
5 Takamoto Katsuta (Jpn)AaronJohnston(Ger)  Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +3m10.3s
6 OttTanak (est)MartinJarveoja (EsT) M-Sport Ford WRT Ford PumaRally1 +3m28.3s
7 AndreasMikkelsen (Nor) Torstein Eriksen (Nor) Toksport WRT 3 Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 +7m33.7s
Nikolay Gryazin (rus) .
8 Konstantin Aleksandrov (Rus) Toksport WRT 3 Skoda Fabia RS Rally2 +8m49.6s
o KajetanKajetanowicz (ro) SkodaFabiaRSRally2 +19m25.9s
Maciek Szczepaniak (PoL)
10 HirokiArai (JpN) Hiroki Tachikui (Jpn) Peugeot 208 Rally4 +22m22.7s
OTHERS
13 ThierryNeuville 8eL) MartijnWydaeghe ger)  Hyundai ShellMobis WRT Hyundaii20 N Rally1 +28m24.7s
R DaniSordo (esp)Candido Carrera (Esp) Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT Hyundaii20 N Rally1 SS2-accident
R Adrien Fourmaux (Fra) Alexandre Coria (FRA) M-Sport Ford WRT Ford Puma Rally1 SS2-accident
Sebastien Ogier has led a call to find a
solution to the fogging of windscreens on STAGE TIMES
Rally1 cars that affected drivers’ visibility STAGE FASTEST LEADER SECOND
in Japan last weekend. SS1Toyota Stadium 1 (1.30 miles) Neuville 1m47.6s Neuville Lappi+0.7s

Misted-up windscreens were a hot topic
on Friday as extreme wet weather hit the
stages. The issue afflicted the spaceframe SS3InabuDam 1 (12.04 miles) Evans 14m20.0s Evans Neuville +26.0s
Rally1 cars more severely than Rally2
machines derived from their
production-based models.

Ogier, who was among a number of SS6InabuDam 2 (12.04 miles) Katsuta 12m48.5s Evans Ogier+44.4s
Rally1 drivers affected, believes the problem

SS2Isegami’s Tunnel1(14.71 miles) Evans20m17.8s Evans Ogier+3.8s

SS4 ShitaraTown 1(14.00 miles) Stage cancelled

SS51Isegami’s Tunnel 2 (14.71 miles) Katsuta19m08.1s Evans Neuville+10.5s

) SS7 ShitaraTown 2 (14.00 miles) Katsuta 14m33.6s Evans Ogier+1m50.9s
should be part of the WRC’s future rethink.

When asked if the addition of an air SS8 Toyota Stadium 2 (1.30 miles) Lappi2m00.0s Evans Ogier+1m49.9s
conditioning unit could help resolve the SS9 Nukata Forest1 (12.63 miles) Ogierand Katsuta 15m23.2s Evans Ogier+1m46.8s
issue, he said: “I think it wouldbe ve.ry .trlcky SS10Lake Mikawako 1 (9.18 miles) Katsuta1lm14.8s Evans Ogier+1m33.5s
because those cars are full of water inside
and they are nearly impossible to build SS110Okazaki City 1 (1.76 miles) Evans2m20.2s Evans Ogier+1m34.3s
waterproof because of this tubular frame $S12 Okazaki City 2 (1.76 miles) Evans2m18.7s Evans Ogier+1m35.5s

nd the carbon pan round it.
a SI theca ,b,o pEIEls BB [ . SS13 Nukata Forest2 (12.63 miles) Katsuta 14m33.5s Evans Ogier+1m24.8s
Maybe it’s part of the whole rethink we

need to have about our sport. These cars SS14 Lake Mikawako 2 (9.18 miles) Katsuta10m35.8s Evans Ogier+1m13.4s
have this problem, and they are extremely SS15 Shinshiro City (4.16 miles) Katsuta3m19.7s Evans Ogier+1m14.3s
expensive. Maybe there is a way to go back . ) ) )

. ) . SS16 Toyota Stadium 3 (1.30 miles) Lappi1m47.0s Evans Ogier+1m15.0s
to something a bit more simple, and maybe
avoid this kind of problem.” SS17 AsahiKougen (4.67 miles) Neuville 5m04.2s Evans Ogier+1m16.8s

Hyundai team principal Cyril Abiteboul SS18EnacCity1(14.24 miles) Neuville 18m09.9s Evans Ogier+1m23.0s
says his team plans to find a fix, admitting ) _

o @ C e . SS19Nenoue Kougen 1 (7.21 miles) Katsuta8m16.3s Evans Ogier+1m24.6s
that it’s “embarrassing”. “It’s amazing that
we are not capable of addressing an issue SS20Ena City 2 (14.24 miles) Neuville 18m03.7s Evans Ogier+1m20.0s
like that when you look at the cost of the $S21Nenoue Kougen2(7.21 miles) Katsuta8m16.6s Evans Ogier+1m23.7s
cars,” said Abiteboul. . . ) .
SS22 Asahi Kougen Wolf Power Stage (4.67 miles) Neuville4m48.8s Evans Ogier+1m17.7s

“We know it’s not a standard dashboard
because we are all trained to optimise
things, but we know that these things
happen, so maybe we should invest a bit
more in this technology and a bit less aero.
It’s a bit embarrassing, and it’s not great PR
for the Rally1 cars and clearly it’s something
we can do better. We will try to fix this as
we do need to give a better image.”

FIA road sport director Andrew Wheatley
added: “I think the teams are clever and
they will know what to do to fix it. ’'m not
sure it will happen so many times again.”

DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP
1Rovanpera250;2Evans216;
3Neuville 189;4 Tanak 174;
50gier 133;6Lappi113;

7 Katsuta101;8Sordo63;
9Teemu Suninen42;
100liver Solberg33.

MANUFACTURERS’
CHAMPIONSHIP

1Toyota Gazoo RacingWRT
548;2 Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT
432;3M-Sport Ford WRT 287.
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RACE CENTRE MACAU GP

MACAU GP

Sensational Browning
is new master of Macau

The Williams F1 protege has had a tough F3 season, but topped qualifying,

won on Saturday, and then claimed the big one on Sunday amid drama

JAMIE KLEIN

PHOTOGRAPHY MACAU GRAND PRIX

he 70th edition of the Macau Grand Prix provided a
unique opportunity for a new star to be born, as the
T FIA F3 World Cup retook its rightful place at the top
of the bill following a COVID-enforced three-year
hiatus. And after a thrilling encounter that lasted
almost as long as the ‘other’ street race going on in Las Vegas, it
was Luke Browning who proved the class of the field, the Williams
junior adding his name to the illustrious roll call of Macau winners.

Few would have identified Hitech GP driver Browning as the one
to watch heading into first practice. After all, the 21-year-old from
Cheshire had finished way down in 15th in the FIA F3 standings
driving for the same team, with just a single visit to the podium.

And yet, from the very first practice session of the weekend on
Thursday, 2022 Aston Martin Autosport BRDC Young Driver of the
Year Award winner Browning was up there, second only to Prema
Racing pacesetter Gabriele Mini. The pattern was the same in first
qualifying that day, with Alpine protege Mini half a second quicker
than Browning. But in the qualifying session that mattered on
Friday, it was Browning who was quicker by a scant 0.006 seconds.

Rarely does the poleman at Macau end up leading every lap of
both races, but that’s exactly what Browning managed to achieve.
His pace on cold tyres was phenomenal, shown clearly by his
gapping of Mini by a daunting 1.8s on the opening lap of the
qualifying race after seeing off a challenge into Lisboa, and
after that he had every restart under control.

The first of those came on lap five of Saturday’s 10-lap contest
that set the grid for the main event on Sunday, after Dan Ticktum
was put into the barriers at Lisboa courtesy of an overoptimistic
lunge from F3 debutant and McLaren protege Ugo Ugochukwu.
While Browning kept the lead, Mini found himself demoted
by another Hitech driver, Irish teenager Alex Dunne, who
had vaulted from sixth to third at the original start.

== .- 3

Qualification race runner-up
Dunne didn’t make it beyond
the first lap of the main event

38 [AUTOSPORT.COM 23 NOVEMBER 2023

That was how they finished the qualifying race, with Browning
two seconds clear of Dunne at the chequered flag, and Mini
completing the podium a similar distance behind.

For the start of the 15-lap main race, Dunne made a slightly
sluggish launch from second on the grid, losing second to Mini
as the field swept through Mandarin for the first time. Browning
hugged the inside with Mini in tow, but the Italian braked early,
forcing Dunne over to the outside, whereupon he failed to get
his Hitech machine slowed and ended up head-first in the Lisboa
barriers. It was a heartbreaking end to a very promising weekend.

Dunne, this year’s GB3 runner-up who had only tested the F3 car
for a single day before coming to Macau, glumly recalled: “It felt like
I braked relatively early, I didn’t even lock a wheel, but for whatever

“It felt like I braked relatively
early, I didn’t lock a wheel, but
I couldn’t get the car stopped”

reason I couldn’t get the car stopped. It must have been something
I did wrong, but I don’t know what exactly. The weekend went
really well up to that point, but now it doesn’t really matter.
Nobody remembers the first race, it’s the big one that counts.”

That incident triggered a virtual safety car, and the green flags
were out by the time Browning completed the first lap, one second
clear of Mini. He had doubled that margin the next time around
before the VSC was deployed again, this time for Dino Beganovic
clouting the wall at Lisboa in a doomed bid to pass his Prema
team-mate Mini for second.

Browning found his lead cut in half when the VSC ended just
as he was rounding the ultra-slow Melco hairpin, but he had
the advantage back up to over two seconds when the race was
interrupted again, this time for a rather more dramatic shunt
involving a Prema driver. Paul Aron had been running third after
Beganovic’s crash, but lost out to MP Motorsport pair Dennis
Hauger and Mari Boya on consecutive laps on the run down
to Lisboa. Aron was defending hard from Pepe Marti (Campos
Racing) on lap eight when he suddenly lost control of his Prema
machine at the Solitude esses due to a right-rear toe-link failure,
putting him hard into the wall at the Paiol left-hander, with
the rear axle of the car torn off in the shunt.

With flames consuming the remainder of the car (happily not
before Aron hopped out unaided) and the barriers damaged, the
red flags were shown, leading to a 55-minute delay before action
could finally resume with Browning leading Mini and Hauger.

After two laps behind the safety car, the stage was set for »»
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RACE CENTRE MACAU GP

a four-lap shootout, and it was 2021 F3 champion Hauger, a
last-minute stand-in for an injured Franco Colapinto at MP, who
was the man on the move. Seemingly with his car optimised for
straightline speed, Hauger was clear of Mini by the time the field
arrived at Mandarin, and such was his momentum that he briefly
got the nose of his orange machine ahead of Browning.

But Browning continued to hug the inside line and managed to
fend off Hauger into Lisboa, and his prodigious pace around the
Mountain section allowed him to pull away once more before the
race was neutralised again, this time for Nikola Tsolov crashing at
Fishermen’s Bend. The clean-up operation couldn’t be completed
in time for the race to be resumed, and so Browning took the
chequered flag under caution to put his name alongside such
past greats as Ayrton Senna and Michael Schumacher - and
give Hitech its first Macau triumph.

“Alongside the [Aston Martin] Autosport [BRDC] Award, it’s the
biggest achievement of my career to date,” smiled Browning after
the race. “It’s thoroughly humbling to put my name on that list.

It feels surreal. Now when my career starts to ramp up and I'm
driving these sorts of circuits with professional people around
me against the best drivers in the world and succeeding at it...

words can’t describe it. I am a happy boy.”

Browning revealed that he had prepared for the biggest win of
his career by watching “every start of Macau, up until this point”,
concluding that hugging the inside line “seemed to be the highest
success rate. I was trying to give Dennis and Gabriele an equal

E'.' s *? 4 - '|
N Beganovic passed y ' “t '}‘L |"I ! '
L

L
I Mini for second place
_then hit the wall ,t
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Late call-up Hauger
charged through to
take second spot

“It’s thoroughly humbling to put
my name on that list. It feels
surreal. I am a happy boy”

amount of tow down the straight, so that they caught me in the
slowest amount of time. I did it for both races, and I just managed
to hang on. But the last one was super-tight.”

For his part, Hauger was magnanimous in defeat, regretting
that he didn’t qualify better for the opening race of the weekend.
But a little under four months on from being told by Red Bull
junior supremo Helmut Marko that his services wouldn’t be
required for 2024, just an hour before Formula 2 qualifying
at Spa, second was still a satisfying result for the Norwegian.

“All the cars are set up differently, but to be fair it’s more
because I was just on the back foot the whole weekend, starting
P8 [for the qualifying race] and PS5 [for the final],” said Hauger
of the final restart. “I guess I always had the right tow, because
Mini got out of Luke’s tow and I stayed flat through Mandarin.

It was just a matter of good timing, but I think I maximised it.”

Mini, the only Prema driver to see the chequered flag, was
third, while Boya, another driver who didn’t have much success
during the season itself, was an impressive fourth. Marti, a recent
addition to the Red Bull young driver programme, came home
fifth, after being allowed to replace the front wing he damaged
at the time of Aron’s crash under the red flags. Charlie Wurz was
the next car in the queue at the time, but the son of ex-F1 racer
Alex was less fortunate - the damage his Jenzer Motorsport
car sustained in the chaos put him out of the race.

Richard Verschoor, carrying the #1 plate from his 2019 triumph,
was a relatively quiet sixth for Trident ahead of two more of his
rivals from F2 this year, Isack Hadjar (Hitech) and Zane Maloney
(Rodin Carlin). While Red Bull has kept faith in Hadjar after a rough
season, Maloney joins Hauger in being discarded for the 2024
campaign. Another new Red Bull recruit, Oliver Goethe (Campos),
was ninth after a superb double pass on Laurens van Hoepen and
Sophia Florsch in the closing stages, with ART Grand Prix’s F3
debutant van Hoepen grabbing the final place in the top 10. #

¢ motorsport.tv
Relive this race afMotorsport.ty
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EXPERIENCE DOESN’T PAY OFF

Pre-race predictions that the
group of four Macau veterans
could have an edge over
the rookies ended up being
massively wide of the mark.
But even in that context, Dan
Ticktum’s bid for a historic
Macau hat-trick has to be
seen as a disappointment.

Any hopes of victory were
ended when the Rodin Carlin
driver (below) was taken out
by Ugo Ugochukwu in the
qualifying race, but such were
the struggles of the team
(whose third entry curiously
went unfilled) that even a
podium was looking like a tall
order at the time of the crash,
for which Ugochukwu earned
a penalty as well as the ire
of the Formula E racer.

“The team is not where they
should be,” said Ticktum, who
managed to fight his way from

RACE DRIVER MANAGEMENT

the back of the grid to 13th
in the final. “The carisn’t
quite in the window, but when
you have had inexperienced
drivers who don’t give the best
feedback all year, it’s very
tough for the team. We just
didn’t have the pace to come
here and win this year.”
IndyCar ace Marcus
Armstrong also had a weekend
to forget on his Macau return
with MP Motorsport, although
the Kiwi at least qualified fifth
for the Saturday race, and
might have finished in a similar
position if it hadn’t been for a
first-lap tangle with Red Bull
junior Isack Hadjar.
Armstrong wound up
18th in the main race after
getting caught up in another
incident, this time with Noel
Leon, at Lisboa shortly
before the red flags.
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RESULTS MACAU (CHN), 18-19 NOVEMBER (15 LAPS - 57.042 MILES)

POS DRIVER
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Luke Browning (GBR)
Dennis Hauger (NOR)
Gabriele Mini (iTa)
MariBoya (Esp)

Pepe Marti (Esp)
Richard Verschoor (NLD)
Isack Hadjar (Fra)

Zane Maloney (BrB)
Oliver Goethe (DNK)
Laurensvan Hoepen (NLD)
SophiaFlorsch (pev)
Roman Stanek (czg)
Dan Ticktum (GBR)
Tommy Smith (aus)

Ugo Ugochukwu (ush)
Christian Mansell (aus)
Matias Zagazeta (Per)
Marcus Armstrong (NzL)
Noel Leon (Mex)

Max Esterson (UsA)
Nikola Tsolov (BGR)
Sebastian Montoya (col)
Charlie Wurz (au)
PaulAron gsT)

Dino Beganovic (Swe)

AlexDunne (IRrL)

TEAM

Hitech GP

MP Motorsport
PremaRacing

MP Motorsport
Campos Racing
Trident

Hitech GP

Rodin Carlin
CamposRacing

ART Grand Prix

Van AmersfoortRacing
Trident

Rodin Carlin

Van Amersfoort Racing
Trident

ART Grand Prix

Jenzer Motorsport

MP Motorsport

Van Amersfoort Racing
JenzerMotorsport
ART Grand Prix
CamposRacing
Jenzer Motorsport
PremaRacing
PremaRacing

Hitech GP

TIME
1h35m08.337s
+0.347s
+0.699s
+1.038s
+1.309s
+1.759s
+2.349s
+2.538s
+2.820s
+3.008s
+3.398s
+3.969s
+4.731s
+5.012s
+5.130s
+5.479s
+5.731s
+6.861s
+7.640s
+13.221s
11laps-accident
10laps
9laps-damage
7laps-accident
2 laps-accident

0laps-accident

Winner’saverage speed 35.973mph. Fastest lap Mini2m06.342s,108.357mph.

QUALIFICATION RACE (10 LAPS-38.028 MILES)
1Browning26m52.318s;2 Dunne+2.097s;3 Mini+4.441s;4 Beganovic+5.339s;
5Hauger+10.936s;6 Boya+13.082s; 7 Aron+13.877s;8 Marti+17.224s;9Hadjar +17.648s;
10Maloney+19.620s; 11 Wurz+20.946s; 12 Verschoor+21.490s; 13 Tsolov +22.390s;
14vanHoepen+24.804s; 15Florsch+25.505s; 16 Esterson +26.184s;17 Leon+26.610s;

18 Montoya+27.535s;19 Stanek +28.329s; 20 Mansell +28.896s; 21 Goethe +29.894s;

22 Armstrong+30.515s;23 Smith +34.908s;24 Zagazeta +37.750s;
RTicktum 1lap-accident; RUgochukwu 1 lap-accident.

Winner’saverage speed84.909mph. Fastest lap Browning2m06.257s,108.430mph.

QUALIFYING
1Browning2m05.435s;2 Mini2m05.441s;3 Beganovic2m05.518s;4 Hadjar2m05.557s;
5Armstrong2m05.732s;6 Dunne 2m05.755s; 7 Goethe 2m06.092s; 8 Hauger 2m06.135s;
9Ugochukwu?2m06.167s;10 Boya2m06.192s; 11 Marti2m06.246s; 12 Verschoor2m06.323s;
13Ticktum2m06.460s; 14 Aron 2m06.475s; 15 Tsolov2m06.755s; 16 Maloney 2m06.798s;
17Florsch2m06.912s; 18 Wurz2m07.219s;19Leon 2m07.368s;20 Stanek 2m07.433s;
21Esterson2m07.507s;22 van Hoepen 2m07.540s;23 Montoya2m07.656s;

24 Mansell2m08.049s; 25 Zagazeta2m08.489s; 26 Smith2m09.071s.

Professional solutions for future elite racing drivers

“Results are only the consequence of excellence and preparation.”

Ramon Pineiro | 3 FIA Formula Two 2011 | Meng Motorsport Engineering | FIA Young Drivers Excellence Academy
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‘Lello’ Marciello
dominated in
Macau, claiming
pole and winning
both races

Yellow ‘Lello’

is mellowon

Merc swansong

FIA GT WORLD CUP
MACAU (CHN)
18-19 NOVEMBER

Raffaele Marciello signed off on his
seven-year tenure as a Mercedes driver
in the finest possible style in Macau by
becoming the first-ever repeat winner
of the FIA GT World Cup.

The Swiss-born Italian was unstoppable
throughout both the 12-lap qualifying race
and the 16-lap finale at the wheel of his
Landgraf Motorsport Mercedes-AMG GT3,
delivering the marque its fifth Macau GT
triumph in a row (including the three
non-FIA status races held during the
COVID-19 pandemic) by 2.5 seconds
ahead of Audi’s Edoardo Mortara.

It was the perfect way for Marciello to
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conclude his time as a Mercedes driver
ahead of his widely anticipated move to
BMW in 2024. “We won so many things,
the Macau wins, Spa [24 Hours], ADAC
[GT Masters],” reflected Marciello. “There
are my great moments. I will miss it, and
it won'’t be easy to repeat it. This was my
last gift for AMG and now I hope I will
not be beaten by them!”

Mercedes-AMG customer racing boss
Stefan Wendl added: “We’ve won big races,
championships, the World Cup, I've enjoyed
these years together. I wish him luck for
the future, and we will stay friends anyway.
He’ll be part of the AMG family forever.”

After a relatively close-fought qualifying
session on Friday, it was clear that the
Mercedes was the machine to have as
the 20-car field blasted down to Lisboa

Mortara, aka ‘Mr Macau’,
had to make do with
runner-up this time
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for the first time in Saturday’s qualifying
race, with third-place starter Maro Engel
passing Mortara to make it a Mercedes
1-2 behind polesitter Marciello, and Dani
Juncadella going from sixth to fourth.

Juncadella nearly made it a 1-2-3 for
Mercedes when he went on the attack
against Mortara at Lisboa after an early
safety car restart, only to get squeezed into
the wall. The caution was soon out again
after an altogether more dramatic accident
for Adderly Fong, who destroyed his Audi by
spearing into the barriers exiting Mandarin.
This one soon turned into a red flag, but
Marciello wasn'’t to be headed at the restart,
leading home Engel and Mortara.

At the start of Sunday’s feature race,
Marciello successfully repelled Engel and
was running around a second clear of the
Craft-Bamboo Mercedes when a crash for
Chinese driver Weian Chen’s Ferrari 488 GT3
at Lisboa brought out the safety car around
half-distance. When the race got under way
again, Engel couldn’t upshift properly,
didn’t get up to speed, and Marciello
raced away at the head of the field.

The result was that Marciello suddenly
found himself with a three-second buffer
over Mortara for the remaining seven laps,
which he easily managed to the finish.

Mortara was less than impressed with
Engel’'s behaviour. “He was braking at the
restart, he was trying to get me to overtake
him before the line,” said the Absolute
Audi driver. “I found that pretty dirty.

And Raffaele didn’t need that help;
he was going to win anyway.”

In his defence, Engel explained that he
had been experiencing shifting trouble as
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Is anything more colourful ™=
in motorsport than the GT | =
World Cup in Macau? —

early as the fourth lap before he finally got
stuck in second gear. “I tried to check all
the cables and connections between the
steering wheel and the dash and make sure
that everything was connected,” he said. “I
played around, then it went better for a lap.
“On the lap before the safety car, I got
stuck in first gear for quite a long time,
and was then able to shift up. Behind the
safety car, I tried to do everything I could,

power cycle and so on, but nothing worked.

Unfortunately that was the end for us.”
Mortara came under pressure from
impressive Macau debutant Sheldon van der
Linde in the fight for second, before the
South African had to pit with a puncture.
That paved the way for his BMW stablemate
Augusto Farfus to bag the final spot on the

WMGEG T2
Left to right: Mortara,
Marciello and Farfus

celebrate on podium °

podium ahead of fellow Brazilian Daniel
Serra, who was at the wheel of the sole
Ferrari 296 GT3 in the field.

Juncadella was fifth, but left to rue the
moment when he was ushered into the
Lisboa barriers by Mortara in the qualifying
race. “I had a massive run on Edo and I had
to go for it,” he explained. “But I hesitated
a bit,  wasn’t sure if I should squeeze him
under braking, but looking at the replay
I should have! And then he just didn't
give me enough room in the corner.”

Porsche, which had the best
representation in the field with seven
cars, endured a miserable weekend.

The problem, as sixth-placed finisher
Laurens Vanthoor explained, was that the
911 GT3-R was fast in the Mountain but too

GT WORLD CUP RACE CENTRE

FIA GT WORLD CUP

MACAU (CHN)

Final 1 Raffaele Marciello (Mercedes-AMG
GT3 Evo); 2 Edoardo Mortara (Audi R8 LMS
GT3 Evo II); 3 Augusto Farfus (BMW M4 GT3);
4 Daniel Serra (Ferrari 296 GT3); 5 Daniel
Juncadella (Mercedes); 6 Laurens Vanthoor
(Porsche 911 GT3-R); 7 Christopher Haase
(Audi); 8 Alessio Picariello (Porsche); 9 Earl
Bamber (Porsche); 10 Leo Ye (Porsche).
Qualification race 1 Marciello; 2 Maro Engel
(Mercedes); 3 Mortara; 4 Farfus; 5 Sheldon
van der Linde (BMW); 6 Serra.
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slow on the straights to have any chance.

“I was completely screwed at the start
of the qualifying race because so many
cars overtook us on the straights,” said the
Belgian. “Being quick in the mountain is
OK for qualifying, but you can't overtake
anyone there. For the final we trimmed
down the car a lot, still couldn’t overtake
on the straight, but at least we could
defend our position.” Porsche could take
some small solace from winning the Silver
Cup with Leo Ye Hongli, who beat more
illustrious Porsche names including Matteo
Cairoli and Kevin Estre en route to 10th.
JAMIE KLEIN

3 motorsport.tv
Relive this race a{Motorsport.ty

23 NOVEMBER 2023 [AUTOSPORT.COM 43



http://Motorsport.tv
http://AUTOSPORT.COM
http://motorsportstats.com

e], o s, the World
' hip b
excelium pionship ecoms

Racing 100

e 1st official supplier of 100%
for the FIA World Endurance
uding the 24 Hours of Le Mans
ns Series (ELMS). A fuel

duces CO, emissions by 65%**.

2:h | Y |cs=c

LE MANS. TotalEnergies st el

TotalEnergies

*Excelllum Racing 100 is a certified 100% sustainable product according to the mass balance system applied by a voluntary certification organization approved by the European Union
**In line with the methodology provided by the European RED Il directive (2018/2001), Excellium Racing 100 can reduce greenhouse gas emissions by at least 65% compared 1o its

competition.totalenergies.com/eng

fossil equivalent.



Michelisz’s
Saturday win from
Azcona set him up

nicely for World
Tour title

Michelisz crowned as Huff is foiled

MACAU GUIA
MACAU (CHN)

18-19 NOVEMBER

TCR WORLD TOUR ROUND 9/9

Norbert Michelisz secured the inaugural
TCR World Tour title in the Macau Guia
season finale. The Hyundai driver cruised
from pole to victory in race one, while
rivals Yann Ehrlacher and Rob Huff

both hit trouble over the two races.

The Hyundai Elantras showed incredible
pace in qualifying, with Mikel Azcona
topping the first session, before Michelisz
broke the TCR lap record in the top 12 Q2
shootout. The drama started at the end of
qualifying: Azcona went second quickest
before cruising back to the pitlane, and
Huff, behind him on his fast lap, lost time
when he caught the Spaniard at the Melco
hairpin. A frustrated Huff aborted his lap
and vented at Azcona, who later received
a three-place grid penalty for blocking, in
parc ferme. This promoted Ehrlacher to
second, with Huff starting from fourth.

Ehrlacher’s title challenge effectively
ended when his Lynk & Co bogged down
at the start and he dropped to 10th,
FHTEFI I : 31
& Vervisch took victory | o J ’
¥ on his Audi farewell : *
—

with the Honda of Nestor Girolami now
second, chased by Huff and Azcona.

The race was devoid of safety cars,
with Huff fighting to hold back a clearly
faster Azcona each lap. Azcona made
three attempts to go around the outside
of Huff’s Comtoyou Audi at Lisboa, the
two rubbing together on his second
attempt as Huff coaxed the Hyundai
towards the tyre barriers. Azcona was
forced to lift off and slotted in behind,
with Huff holding onto third to the finish.

Michelisz’s win gave him a commanding
lead in the points going into Sunday’s
second race, which he was starting from
10th on the reversed grid, while his rivals
needed a strong finish to stop him.

The two Lynk & Cos of Santiago Urrutia
and Thed Bjork started from the front row,
but Huff’s team-mate Frederic Vervisch
split them at the start, while Huff also had
a good launch to move up from sixth to
fourth and was chasing down Bjork.

The race was held behind the safety
car for two incidents on the opening lap:
Paul Poon’s Audi hit the rear of the stalled
Hyundai of Lo Sze Ho at the start; then
Ben Bargwanna lost control at Mandarin

TCR WORLD TOUR
MACAU (CHN)
Race 1 Norbert Michelisz
BRC (Hyundai Elantra N)
Race 2 Frederic Vervisch
Comtoyou (Audi RS3 LMS 1)
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and smashed into the barriers, destroying
his Peugeot 308.

The race resumed with Vervisch and
Huff hounding the Lynk & Cos of Urrutia
and Bjork respectively, while the Hyundais
had backed off and were clearly running a
conservative race behind, waiting for the
trouble to unfold. This materialised on lap
eight of 11: Vervisch darted past Urrutia
for the lead into Mandarin, before Huff
overtook Bjork at Lisboa. Now all Huff had
to do was get ahead of Urrutia; team-mate
Vervisch would then surely pull aside,
allowing Huff his 12th win at Macau
as well as the TCR World Tour title.

Urrutia then appeared to slow down at
Dona Maria, and Huff collected his rear.
The Audi’s bonnet flipped up onto the
windscreen, forcing Huff to pit. The title
was over for him, and eighth place was
enough for Michelisz to lift the crown.

Bjork allowed Ehrlacher through to take
third, while Vervisch went on to claim his
second Guia victory in his final outing
as an Audi factory driver. It was his first
victory of the season at the final furlong.
NEIL HUDSON

{3 motorsport.tv
Relive this race a{Motorsport.ty
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Di Giannantonio makes his

point as Martin gets ‘tyred’ |

MOTOGP
LOSAIL (QAT)

19 NOVEMBER
ROUND 19/20

One way or another, tyres are threatening
to have a massive bearing on the outcome
of the 2023 MotoGP world title. And that
is a bad thing. If it’s not the threat of

both Francesco Bagnaia and Jorge Martin
being hit with a time penalty for riding
underneath the mandated minimum tyre
pressures, it’s the possibility that one of

them could be lumbered with a duff option.

In the sprint at the Qatar Grand Prix,
Bagnaia saw his first match point slip away
from him when problems with his rear tyre
meant he struggled to fifth, while Martin
put in an imperious display for his eighth
half-distance race win of the season. That

ALLPICS: GOLDAND GOOSE

motorsport
IMAGES
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cut the championship gap between them
down to seven points and ensured a final
round showdown at Valencia for the crown.
But in the GP, literally from the off, it was
clear that Martin was battling the same rear
tyre problems Bagnaia had 24 hours earlier.

As his Pramac Ducati snapped when his
rear tyre failed to find traction, Martin
plummeted from Bagnaia’s side in fifth
down to eighth at Turn 1, while his
factory Ducati rival shot into the lead.
The Bagnaia we had all expected to see
turned up for the GP and led for the first 18
laps of the 22, albeit never comfortably.
When Gresini Ducati rider Fabio Di
Giannantonio broke through to second
on lap five, he ensured that Bagnaia’s
lead never exceeded 0.6 seconds.

On lap 18, Di Giannantonio was given
a ‘mapping 8’ message on his dashboard.

Title contender Martin
won the sprint race but
slumped to 10th in GP

In 2017, this was a direct team order from
Ducati issued to Jorge Lorenzo to inform
him that Andrea Dovizioso, who was
fighting for the title, was behind. Ducati
maintains that it is not operating any
factory orders among its riders. And

as it turned out, that remains true.

Gresini needed a way to tell Di
Giannantonio that he only had five laps to
go and, if he was in a position to fight for the
win he felt was possible when he arrived in
Qatar, now was the time to get a shift on.

On lap 19, the Gresini rider threw his
Ducati up the inside of Bagnaia into Turn
12. Bagnaia attempted a retaliation, but
Di Giannantonio closed the line expertly.
In a flash, Bagnaia’s championship lead
over the struggling Martin went from
25 to 21. But it almost crumbled to one.

Bagnaia reeled in Di Giannantonio as
they ran into Turn 1 to start lap 20, but the
factory Ducati rider got sucked into the
slipstream and almost slammed into the
back of the leader. Luckily, Losail’s miles
of run-off area and his healthy 5.3s gap to
the chasing Luca Marini saved his evening.

Bagnaia was “scared” for the final two
laps. Di Giannantonio was exultant. With a
place on the MotoGP grid for 2024 looking
very unlikely now, this may well be the
Italian sophomore’s only chance of
standing atop a premier class podium.
Certainly, it was the only thing he could
have done to have any hope of securing
a ride for next year.

Almost 15s behind MotoGP’s newest
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RESULTS ROUND 19/20, LOSAIL (QAT), 19 NOVEMBER (22 LAPS - 73.545 MILES)

A first win for Di Giannantonio.

Will it also be his last in MotoGP? POS RIDER TEAM TIME
1 FabioDiGiannantonio(1a) GresiniDucati 41m43.654s
2 FrancescoBagnaia(1A) Ducati +2.734s
3 LucaMarini VR46 Ducati 4.408 MoTo2
+4.,
ucaMarini(a) ucati S FERMIN ALDEGUER
4 MaverickVinales Esp) Aprilia +4.488s Speed Up Racing
5  BradBinder () KTM +7.2465 (Boscoscuro)
6  AlexMarquez (esp) GresiniDucati +7.620s
MOTO 3
7  FabioQuartararo (Fra) Yamaha +7.828s JAUME MASIA
8 EneaBastianini(a) Ducati +8.239s (below)
9 JackMiller aus) KTM +11.509s Leopard Racing
(Honda)
10 JorgeMartin Esp) PramacDucati +14.819s
- 11 MarcMarquez Esp) Honda +14.964s
Bagnaia led most of 12 JohannZarco (Fra) PramacDucati +17.431s
the way and extended
his points lead 13 MarcoBezzecchi (Ta) VR46 Ducati +17.807s
'r U l M OT U l M OT U l 14 JoanMir (Esp) Honda +18.673s
15 AugustoFernandez(sp) Tech3KTM +21.455s
16 FrancoMorbidelli(a) Yamaha +21.474s
17 RaulFernandez(esp) RNF Aprilia +22.142s
18 PolEspargaro (Esp) Tech3KTM +27.194s
19 TakaakiNakagami (Jrn) LCRHonda +27.740s
R AleixEspargaro (Esp) Aprilia 6 laps-injury
R lkerLecuona (sp) LCRHonda 0 laps-technical
NS MiguelOliveira Prr) RNF Aprilia injury

Winner’s average speed 105.750mph. Fastest lap Bastianini 1m52.978s,106.522mph.

winner finished Martin. His miserable race QUALIFYING 21 Marini 1m51.762s; 2 Di Giannantonio 1m51.829s; 3AMarquez 1m51.898s; 4 Bagnaia 1m52.036s;
culminated in 10th, his deficit to Bagnaia 5Martin 1m52.058s; 6 Zarco 1m52.101s; 7 M Marquez 1m52.103s; 8 Vinales 1m52.175s; 9 R Fernandez 1m52.348s;
in the standings now 21 points. Martin 10AEspargaro 1m52.466s; 11 Binder 1m52.729s; 12 AFernandez 1m52.784s.

didn’t hold back after the race, slamming

Michelin (not by name, it must be noted) QUALIFYING 1Zarco 1m52.382s; AMarquez 1m52.437s; 13 Bezzecchi 1m52.504s; 14 Quartararo 1m52.524s;

for what he sees as ‘stealing’ the title from 15 Bastianini 1m52.828s; 16 Miller 1m52.889s; 17 Oliveira 1m53.099s; 18 Morbidelli 1m53.143s;

him through a defective rear tyre. As 19 P Espargaro 1m53.362s; 20 Mir 1m53.570s; 21 Lecuona 1m53.838s; 22 Nakagami 1m54.360s.

Autosport went to press, Michelin was

still investigating the issue. SPRINTRACE (11LAPS -36.773 MILES)

With just 37 points up for grabs now in 1Martin 20m52.634s;2 Di Giannantonio +0.391s; 3 Marini +2.875s;4AMarquez +3.370s; 5 Bagnaia +3.957s; 6 Vinales
2023, Bagnaia could win a second world +4.239s; 7 Binder+5.761s; 8 Quartararo +6.454s; 9 AFernandez +8.285s; 10 Zarco +8.314s; 11 M Marquez +9.596s;
title in this Saturday’s sprint at Valencia. 12 Miller+10.173s; 13 Bezzecchi+10.646s; 14 RFernandez +11.117s; 15 Morbidelli +12.163s; 16 P Espargaro +12.745s;

Luca Marini completed the Qatar podium 17 Lecuona+19.285s; 18 Nakagami +26.238s; 19 Mir+28.446s; 20 Bastianini +35.553s; RAEspargaro 1 lap-accident;
for VR46 after starting from pole, as he ROliveira 0 laps-accident. Winner’s average speed 105.682mph. Fastest lap Martin 1m53.355s, 106.168mph.
looks near to a Honda switch for 2024,
while Marc Marquez - the rider he will RIDERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Bagnaia 437;2 Martin 416; 3 Bezzecchi 326; 4 Binder 268; 5 Zarco 204; 6 AEspargaro 198;
replace - slid to 11th in yet another grand 7 Marini 194; 8 Vinales 192; 9 Quartararo 167; 10 AMarquez 165.
prix where he made the RC213V look more
credible than it actually is for much of it. CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Ducati 663;2 KTM 348; 3 Aprilia 309;4 Yamaha 187;5Honda 174.

Maverick Vinales upheld Aprilia honour
in fourth ahead of KTM’s Brad Binder
and the Gresini Ducati of Alex Marquez.

Fabio Quartararo’s quiet ride to seventh ’ =) 4
warranted praise under the Yamaha’s - r .‘ 4 l A P ‘ ‘_’ ‘i AR AIRW )fs
usual deficiencies. ‘- .

Current and former Bagnaia team-mates A o Yo ‘_ e, &f H “D p s ,! -\AT
. ) -'“.."3 ; * i

moof ley

did him a favour in eighth and ninth, with
Enea Bastianini and KTM’s Jack Miller
adding to Martin’s misery in the latter
stages of the grand prix by demoting him.
Pramac still came away from Qatar with
the teams’ championship, though Sunday’s .
events have seemingly made the crown L N A Valencia gp
it really craves almost unattainable as _ e \ \ 2 30 November

2023 draws to its conclusion. Marini enjoy themselves ra g ' issue
LEWIS DUNCAN ' '
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SEASON REVIEW

WEC

T0YOTA WINS MOST BATTLES
BUT MISSES THE BIG ONE

The Japanese manufacturer remained the team to beat as the new golden era
properly got going, but it was Ferrari that won at Le Mans

GARY WATKINS

moltorsport

PHOTOGRAPHY JEP IMAGES

umility. That was a word oft on the lips of the
newcomers to the World Endurance Championship’s
H Hypercar class as the much-vaunted golden era of
sportscar racing began in earnest. They would stay
humble, insisted Ferrari, Porsche et al as they took
on Toyota, the acknowledged king of the series. Prescient words
they were, because the Japanese manufacturer swept all before
. it, winning six out of seven rounds. The one exception, however,
-’"f \ 2 was the race that truly mattered.
) ' — Ferrari’s victory at the Le Mans 24 Hours was the story of the
- - " » season. It wasn't just that the most prestigious sportscar marque of
e = them all triumphed in the centenary running of the French enduro
\ - L L} on its comeback with a factory prototype after 50 years, nor that it
\' \ \ p - { I was a thrilling race worthy of the occasion. Le Mans was a hinge
' ) FOPFEGYA \ in the narrative of the season.

— =

| . ’. . The Balance of Performance, one of the essential building
_ ' s blocks of the top class of the WEC, underscored a plot line that
‘. ; % . - went something like this. A new BoP system is introduced for 2023;
e ® o » . . . . .
o ) g [ — y it clearly favours an established player in the series and is then

unilaterally changed for the important race in the summer
because the powers that be aren’t happy that Toyota is dominating;
Ferrari wins the Big One, and then gets pegged back straight
afterwards and Toyota continues on its winning way. »»

Ferrari’s single victory

came in the Big One

i — —~m

FrErEwIal
Fard T
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REVIEW WEC

#7 Toyota won four
times but missed title

“THAT DIDN’T STOP TOYOTA BIG
BOSS AKIO TOYODA PROCLAIMING
THAT ‘WE LOST TO POLITICS’”

ROUND BY ROUND

Sebring 1000 Miles
Hypercar Kobayashi/Conway/Lopez
LMP2 Stevens/Ye/Beckmann
GTEAm Keating/Varrone/Catsburg
Toyota dominates after pole-winner
Ferrari’s challenge quickly fades.
The Japanese cars still puton a
show in a thrilling race in which the
gap in seconds can be measured in
single digits most of the way. Ferrari
takes the final podium spot with
#50 in which Fuoco tops qualifying,
albeit two laps down after an

early safety carresultsin a

poor strategy choice.

Cadillac proved strong
at Le Mans and took third

That’s the simplified version. The end result was that Toyota
waltzed to 1-2 in the points and a fifth straight drivers’ and
manufacturers’ points double. Sebastien Buemi, Brendon
Hartley and Ryo Hirakawa won two races to the four of
team-mates Kamui Kobayashi, Mike Conway and Jose
Maria Lopez, yet retained their title by 27 points.

Toyota barely looked like losing victory at any of the regular six
or eight-hour rounds. Margins of two laps at Sebring and one in
the Algarve proved too big for the rulemakers. The FIA and the
Automobile Club de I'Ouest described the changes as a “correction”
because the performance differentials between the Le Mans
Hypercar machinery from Toyota, Ferrari and Peugeot had been
“greater than initially anticipated”. It sounded like code for
“Toyota is too successful and/or fast”.

There was no scope to change the balance between the Toyota
and the Ferrari, or any of the other Le Mans Hypercars, prior to
Le Mans in the latest guidelines as written. The new system was
based on simulation and an assessment of each car’s potential,
with one of the key aims being the removal of any encouragement
to sandbag. There was now nothing to gain by holding back in the
early-season races to get a favourable BoP for Le Mans. Only the
so-called platform BoP, the balance between the LMHs and the
newly arrived LMDh machinery from Cadillac and Porsche, could
change before the French classic, and then only once after two
races. Wider changes to what was known as the manufacturer
BoP were due to come only after Le Mans.

Any change outside of the new system in theory should have
needed the unanimous agreement of the participants, which was
never likely to be forthcoming given that a platform change for
Spa appears to have been shouted down. So the FIA and the
ACO just changed the BoP anyway.

The ACO got what it wanted, needed even, on its big occasion, a
sell-out event. It got the ‘right’ winner in a Ferrari 499P Le Mans
Hypercar, the #51 car driven by James Calado, Alessandro Pier
Guidi and Antonio Giovinazzi, as well as a classic race that went
down to the wire. Each of the five major car makers now
represented in Hypercar led, while Ferrari and Toyota battled
into the penultimate hour.

For all the controversy about Ferrari’s win and the helping hand
it received, the race could easily have gone the other way. The #8
Toyota GR0O10 HYBRID LMH of Buemi, Hartley and Hirakawa was
moving in on the winning Ferrari in the closing stages - the track
appeared to be coming to Toyota. Hartley had closed to within
nine seconds before handing over to Hirakawa for the run to the
flag. The Japanese driver was then caught out by a brake balance
that had been wound rearwards. Damage in the resulting spin at

Arnage was relatively light, but Toyota’s challenge was over.
Hirakawa crossed the line 80s in arrears.

That was significantly less than the 2m30s that Toyota Gazoo
Racing Europe technical director Pascal Vasselon reckoned the

Portimao 6 Hours

Hypercar Buemi/Hartley/Hirakawa
LMP2 Jarvis/van der Garde/Pierson
GTEAm Keating/Varrone/Catsburg
The #8 Toyota comes from behind
following a conservative start to
dominate after the sister car hits
early problems and limps home
ninth following issues with a
mandatory torque sensor. The #50
Ferrari takes the runner-up spot a
lap down, while Porsche gets onto
the podium for the first time. The
spot would have gone to the Caddy
but for a lock-up entering the pits.
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Spa 6 Hours
Hypercar Kobayashi/Conway/Lopez
LMP2 Kubica/Deletraz/Andrade
GTEAm Rovera/Wadoux/

Perez Companc
Toyota makes it threein a row,
effectively sealing a 1-2 over the first
half of a race that starts on adamp
track and is interrupted by four
safety cars: #7 dominates while #8
storms from the back after Hartley
crashes in qualifying. Ferrariis the
quicker car over the final three hours,
and Calado snatches third on the
final lap from one of the Porsches.

Le Mans 24 Hours

Hypercar Calado/Pier Guidi/Giovinazzi
LMP2 Costa/Scherer/Smiechowski
GTEAm Keating/Varrone/Catsburg
Ferrari claims a 1-2 in qualifying

and then prevailsin the race - the
499P is a clear beneficiary of the
pre-event BoP changes. It’s a classic
confrontation that could go either
way; the #8 Toyota is closing in
during the penultimate hour when
Hirakawa spins. Cadillac fills out

the final spot on the podium with its
regular WEC car, while Peugeot stars
in mixed conditions during the night.
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Hirakawa, Hartley
and Buemi retained
their Hypercar crown
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BoP changes cost the GR010 over the 24 hours. It would be overly
simplistic to say that Ferrari won as a result of the BoP revisions,
because the top two each encountered minor delays through

the race. But that didn’t stop Toyota big boss Akio Toyoda
proclaiming that “we lost to politics”.

The one-time major BoP change affecting all the manufacturers
came on schedule after Le Mans and ahead of Monza in July.
Ferrari was undoubtedly a loser. Antonio Fuoco, Nicklas Nielsen
and Miguel Molina finished second on home ground in the
#50 499P, though the slender 16s margin to the winning Toyota
owed much to three safety cars. That would be as close as
Ferrari would get to another victory.

Was the revised BoP for the Ferrari an admission by the
rulemakers that they'd got it wrong at Le Mans? Or perhaps they
got it all too right with exactly the result they wanted. It was easy
to be cynical about the BoP machinations this season.

For all the finger pointing and Toyota’s domination of the regular
races, it is important to remember that the GR010 was the proven
car in the field. Ergo it was going to be the closest to its potential.
This was its third season, and it had undergone a second
significant upgrade under the ‘evo joker’ rules that put strict limits
on development during the lifecycle of a Hypercar contender.

The revisions for 2023 were aimed at making the GR010 a more
‘raceable’ machine. It certainly was that in comparison with the
rest of the field. Where it really scored over its rivals, Ferrari
included, was in consistency through a double stint on a set of
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Michelin tyres, which now couldn’t be pre-heated before going on
the car. (It was a controversial rule change that was reversed for
one race only at Le Mans after an outcry post-Spa following a
spate of accidents in cold and damp conditions.)

Tyre degradation is always less of a factor around Le Mans;
much of the 8.47-mile Circuit de la Sarthe is made up of straights,
remember. Ferrari was never a match for Toyota in this
department, and certainly never hid its struggles. A levelling of
the playing field in this respect was undoubtedly a significant
factor in Ferrari’s victory at Le Mans.

Ferrari and its AF Corse factory team left France looking like it
might be able to mount a bid for the championship. Calado and
his team-mates in #51 were only 25 points behind the drivers of
the #8 Toyota. That challenge never materialised, and they slipped
behind the sister car in the final reckoning after# #50 put Ferrari
back on the podium in Bahrain following the team’s only race
without silverware at Fuji.

A challenge from Kobayashi, Conway and Lopez did materialise,
even though they reckoned their chances were slim after heading
into the final three races 41 points in arrears following a non-finish
at Le Mans when the Japanese driver received a double hit from
behind in a confused lead-up to an 80km/h Slow Zone. So much of
a long shot did it look that Conway, pre-Monza, was talking about
having to play a back-up role to help the drivers in #8.

It didn’t turn out like that. Back-to-back wins for the Brit and his
team-mates along with a series of problems for #8 in Italy gave a »

Monza 6 Hours
Hypercar Kobayashi/Conway/Lopez
LMP2 Fittipaldi/Rasmussen/
Heinemeier Hansson
GTEAm Andlauer/Pedersen/Ried
Ferrarifinishes only 16.5s away from
Toyota, which is back on top after
the post-Le Mans BoP changes. Only
the safety car keepsit close between
#7 and #50, while the second GR010
ends up sixth after three penalties.
Porsche #5 has a sniff of a podium
but drops back with a late splash,
before promotion to fourth after #8
and #51 are penalised post-race.

Fuji 6 Hours

Hypercar Kobayashi/Conway/Lopez
LMP2 Kubica/Deletraz/Andrade
GTEAm Rigon/Castellacci/Flohr
Another 1-2 yields a manufacturers’
title for Toyota on home ground, an
amazing double from Kobayashi at
the end sealing the victory and an
outside shot at the drivers’ title. The
headlines are made by Porsche, its
#6 car leading for four hours. Only
arefuelling issue blunts its shot at
second. Ferrari endures its least
competitive race of the season on
the way to fourth and fifth.

Bahrain 8 Hours

Hypercar Buemi/Hartley/Hirakawa
LMP2 Kubica/Deletraz/Andrade
GTEAm Bovy/Gatting/Frey

The drivers of the #8 Toyota seal

the title with a second victory of
2023 under little threat from their
team-mates: #7 is tipped into a spin
atthe start and then runsinto
torque sensorissues. Ferrariis back
on the podium behind the Toyotas
with #50 after winning out in a battle
with the Jota customer Porsche.
Cadillac’s high hopes are derailed by
afirst-corner lock-up by Bamber.
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crew that was generally the faster of the two at Toyota a sniff of

the title heading for the Bahrain finale. The scent became that
little bit fainter after qualifying, when pole for Hartley meant the
championship leaders only had to finish third to retain their crown
in the event of #7 winning. When Conway was tipped into a spin

at the first corner by Earl Bamber’s locked-up Cadillac, the
destination of the title seemed set.

A statistic more telling than the 4-2 win tally in favour of #7 was
the number of major delays that left a Toyota down the order at
the finish: two for #7 and one for #8. In addition to the Le Mans
retirement, the runners-up were hit in Portugal by a problem with
one of the driveshaft torque sensors mandated by the rulemakers.
Toyota had to cut power dramatically to keep the car within the
prescribed torque curve. The car could only trail home ninth.

New protocols were introduced as a result, which meant that

“PORSCHE ENDURED A DIFFICULT
START TO 2023. THE 963 WAS
NEITHER QUICK NOR RELIABLE”
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Jota proved
a privateer can
compete at the front
as Porsche 963
improved
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when the problem reoccured for #7 in Bahrain the performance
drop was not nearly so significant. That a problem that had never
before reared its head in a race for Toyota should reoccur on #7
was indicative of its drivers’ luck in 2023.

It would be wrong to say, however, that #7 had a monopoly on
misfortune within the Toyota camp. The sister car was penalised
three times at Monza - two driving infractions for Buemi, only one
of which looked merited, and then an addition of 50s post-race
when the car was found to have gone over the maximum
permissible power output. There was also the pitstop that
coincided with a Full Course Yellow that arguably cost
them victory at Sebring.

Next best after Toyota and Ferrari over the full season was
Cadillac with its solo V-Series.R LMDh entered by Chip Ganassi
Racing and driven by Earl Bamber, Alex Lynn and Richard
Westbrook. The American car was definitely number three
in the Hypercar pecking order at the start of the season, and
wasn't far off the podium in either of the first two races.

The highlight of the season for what was largely an all-new team
operating out of Germany came at Le Mans, where Bamber and co
finished third, only a lap down on the top two. It would have been
closer but for lubrication problems that required a top-up of oil at
every stop from as early as the third hour.

Caddy might have been in the fight with Ferrari and Toyota at
Le Mans, though. The extra Ganassi entry that crossed over from
the IMSA SportsCar Championship for the French enduro was
among the very quickest in the hands of Sebastien Bourdais. Only
what might be described as a messy race limited the car he shared
with Renger van der Zande and Scott Dixon to fourth.

Cadillac’s season went off the boil after Le Mans. It looked like
there might be a return to form at the season finale: Lynn qualified
third, and he and his team-mates appeared well placed to take
advantage of the way the car looked after its tyres, one of its key
strengths, only for Bamber to get it wrong at the first corner.

Porsche endured a difficult start to the season with its 963. The
thing was neither quick nor reliable at the get-go. There was a
podium at the second time of asking in the WEC for Laurens
Vanthoor, Kevin Estre and Andre Lotterer at the Portimao 6 Hours
that owed more to the high rate of attrition than its pace, and then
flashes of speed during a difficult Le Mans. It wasn’t until after the
two-month break between Monza and Fuji that the Porsche Penske
Motorsport factory team appeared to have turned the corner.

The US squad with a European base in Germany appeared to
have overcome the braking instability that was at the root of its
woes. The #6 car led for four hours in Japan, thanks in part to a
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chaotic first corner and a cheekily opportunistic move from
Vanthoor. Had there not been a refuelling glitch - described as
an operational issue - after the pre-grid reconnaissance laps that
enforced some drastic fuel saving by its drivers, they might have
got in among the Toyotas.

A Porsche was in the fight for another podium in Bahrain, but
this time it was the customer Jota car shared by Antonio Felix da
Costa, Will Stevens and Yifei Ye. Jota got its 963 in time for Spa in
April, and then held Porsche to its promise that a customer car
could be a match for the works machines. Ye was outstanding at
Le Mans in mixed conditions on Saturday evening, admittedly
before overstepping and going off. Fourth in the final race was
further proof that an independent can now challenge the might
of the factories. Proton Competition, which debuted its 963 at
Monza, showed flashes of form, too.

Glickenhaus Racing did both of those things in 2022, witness its
Le Mans podium but, against more manufacturers and with a car
that undertook not a single testing mile between seasons, it wasn'’t
a contender this time. What Glickenhaus did do, however, was get
both its Pipo-engined 007 LMHs to the finish at the 24 Hours, and
in sixth and seventh positions ahead of Porsche and Peugeot.

Not bad for an impecunious garagiste, reckoned team boss Jim
Glickenhaus, who has now called time on his WEC involvement.

The ByKolles team, now competing as Vanwall Racing, debuted
its Vandervell 680 after getting a WEC entry at the second time of
asking. The minnow of the Hypercar field hardly distinguished
itself in terms of pace or reliability, though it has to be said that
the car was beautifully made. The team could never get the
power it was allowed under the BoP out of its normally
aspirated V8, and will swap to an undisclosed turbo engine
for its projected 2024 campaign.

WRT on top as LMP2 bids farewell

LMP2 bowed out of the WEC in 2023 - it will only be back for
Le Mans from now on - and WRT bowed out of P2 ahead of

its move to the Hypercar ranks with BMW. It did so with style,
regaining the world title it had won in 2021. Champions Robert
Kubica, Louis Deletraz and Rui Andrade won three times and
only once finished off the podium.

WRT crew topped
another quality
LMP2 field

WEC REVIEW

None of their rivals in the 11-car field had anything approaching
such a consistent season. In fact, no other driver combination won
more than once or scored more than three podiums. Kubica and
Deletraz, in their third season together, were always among the
fastest in class. Andrade wasn't necessarily among the quickest of
the Silver drivers mandated in each car line-up, but the Angolan
was a solid performer who didn’t make mistakes.

Some good fortune inevitably went the way of the champions
and their ORECA-Gibson 07. They sealed the title with a win in
Bahrain when victory should have gone to team-mates Robin
Frijns, Ferdinand Habsburg and Sean Gelael. A seized wheelnut
lost them victory at the final pitstop. United Autosports would tell
you that it could or should have beaten Kubica, Deletraz and
Andrade at Fuji after its two cars led all bar 20 of the 219 laps.

On the other hand, the WRT drivers might say that they were
unlucky at Le Mans. And did. They were among those who pointed
an accusing finger at the Polish Inter Europol squad that claimed
victory ahead of them with Albert Costa, Fabio Scherer and Jakub
Smiechowski. The accusers argued that the remarkable thing
about the victory was not Scherer driving through the pain of a
fracture and ligament damage in his foot, sustained when he was
hit by another car in the pitlane, but by the acceleration and fuel
consumption of the Inter Europol ORECA. Nothing untoward was
ever found, but the investigation by the FIA and the ACO lasted
into July. The 50 points secured at Le Mans was a big contribution
to a score that gave Costa, Scherer and Smiechowski second in
the class points at the season’s end.

United Autosports endured torrid bad luck in its unsuccessful
attempt to win back the title it claimed in 2019-20. A loose in-car
camera that pushed the kill switch into the off position on the
ORECA shared by Tom Blomqvist, Oliver Jarvis and Josh Pierson
when leading at Sebring set the tone for the season. They were
dominating proceedings at the time the car was stranded.

United scored its only win in the Algarve with Jarvis, Pierson
and Giedo van der Garde when Blomqvist was on IMSA duty. Filipe
Albuquerque, Phil Hanson and Freddie Lubin took a maximum at
Sebring after finishing second to the Jota ORECA of Stevens, Ye
and David Beckmann, which ran in the first two races prior to the
arrival of the team’s Porsche and wasn't eligible for points. »»
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REVIEW WEC

Iron Dames finally got

“KEATING WAS CONSISTENTLY
THE BEST BRONZE-RATED DRIVER,
AS HE WAS IN SEASONS PAST?”
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Corvette crew cruise to GTE Am crown

Corvette Racing stayed on in the WEC after its maiden full-season
campaign in 2022 in the last year of GTE Pro. It made sense to
continue in GTE Am to keep a foot in the camp and to learn

about working with customers in advance of the arrival of its

Z06 GT3.R in 2024. There should be no surprise that its full
factory team dominated proceedings, and it helped that it

had by far and away the best drivers.

Ben Keating was consistently the best Bronze-rated driver, just
as he had been in seasons past. WEC newcomer Nico Varrone
was on average the best Silver, so much so that he’s now been
upgraded to Gold and landed himself a Chevrolet factory deal. The
undoubted talents of Nicky Catsburg, the pro in the line-up, were
barely a talking point over the course of the season. His team-
mates, who generally drove before him, did much of the heavy
lifting. The Dutchman was, however, exceptional when he
needed to be, Le Mans included.

The Corvette won the opening two races, finished second at Spa,
and then gave Keating a second straight Le Mans class win. Fourth
place at Monza was enough to give him and his team-mates the
title with two races to run.

Corvette’s major rival was the Iron Dames line-up of Michelle
Gatting, Rahel Frey and Sarah Bovy, especially when it came to
qualifying. Keating or Bovy won the qualifying battle fought out by
the Bronze drivers in six of the seven races. The all-female crew in
the Porsche 911 RSR run by Iron Lynx was unable to convert its
qualifying form into a race win until the Bahrain finale. Even then
a belated victory for the crew in the last ever race for cars built to
the GTE rules owned much to the misfortune encountered by the
TF/D’Station and NorthWest AMR/Heart of Racing Aston Martin
Vantage GTEs that finished second and third.

Consistent finishing on the part of the Iron Dames was enough
to give them second in the points ahead of Thomas Flohr, Davide
Rigon and Francesco Castellacci, who took the victory laurels at
Fuji aboard their AF Corse Ferrari 488 GTE. 4

Corvette squad
set the benchmark
in GTE and clinched

title early
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WEC REVIEW

PEUGEOT FORCED TO CHANGE CONCEPT

Peugeot began the season with an abject
performance at the Sebring 1000 Miles and
ended it with the announcement over the
weekend of the Bahrain finale that it was
giving up on the avant-garde concept of the
9X8 LMH. In between times there were flashes
of promise - a starring performance at Le Mans
and a podium at Monza - but the conclusion
reached by the French manufacturer was that
the car as it stood couldn’t be competitive

on a consistent basis.

The near-50/50 weight distribution and
the same size wheels and tyres all round
that allowed it to opt against running a
conventional rear wing put the traction-limited
car at a disadvantage at all but the quickest
circuits. The Balance of Performance never
fully came to its rescue, even when the front
axle minimum deployment speed was reduced
from 150km/h (around 90mph) to 135km/h for
Fuji and Bahrain in the post-Le Mans BoP.

It simply wasn’t enough to compensate for
having less rubber on the road at the rear.

It is incorrect to say that Peugeot got it
wrong. When it started work on the 9X8 it had
to be designed around the 31cm-wide tyres as
per the original LMH regulations. That changed
as part of the convergence process to align the
performance of LMH and LMDh machinery.
Toyota successfully argued that the late
reduction of the minimum weight for LMH
from 1080kg to 1040kg for a four-wheel-drive
car compromised the weight distribution of
the GR010. It was allowed to swap to the 29/34
option for 2022. The 9X8 was already in build

“AT FUJI AND BAHRAIN

THE 9X8 WAS NOWHERE.
A DECISION TO CHANGE
TACK WAS INEVITABLE?”

when the decision came.

The 9X8 had shown signs of promise over
the three races it contested post-Le Mans in
2022, but it was nowhere around the bumpy
Sebring International Raceway. Worse still,
both cars were in trouble early doors. A
problem with the gearshift actuation that had
been identified over the winter hit both carsin

the space of an hour. A fix - a move from
electric to hydraulic activation - was already in
the pipeline and came on stream for Portimao.

The Portuguese race was probably
Peugeot’s third best race of the season, though
the 9X8 wasn’t anything approaching
competitive until Le Mans. The car starred in
the mixed conditions of the first half of the
race, the #94 car shared by Gustavo Menezes,
Loic Duval and Nico Muller leading the race
and running in the top three for a protracted
period until the first-named went off.

The sister #93 car driven by Paul di Resta,
Jean-Eric Vergne and Mikkel Jensen looked
good for a top-five until problems with the
power steering and front splitter intervened
in the closing stages. This crew notched up
the 9X8'’s first and so far only podium (above)
at Monza after the post-Le Mans BoP on
another occasion that Peugeot led a race.

On the Fuji and Bahrain circuits, where
slow corners proliferate, the 9X8 was
nowhere again. The decision to change
tack was inevitable.
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Five crews took winsin
final year of GTE Am s

HYPERCAR WORLD ENDURANCE DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP

POS DRIVERS TEAM/CAR i 2 3 4 5 6 1 PTS
1 BrendonHartley (NzL) Ryo Hirakawa (JpN) Sebastien Buemi (CHE) Toyota Gazoo Racing/Toyota GRO10 HYBRID 2 1 2 2 6 2 1 172
2  JoseMariaLopez(arc) KamuiKobayashi (Jrn) Mike Conway (GBR) Toyota Gazoo Racing/Toyota GRO10HYBRID 1 9 1 R 1 1 2 145
3 AntonioFuoco (A MiguelMolina Esp) Nicklas Nielsen (Dnk) Ferrari AF Corse/Ferrari499P 3 2 R 5 2 4 3 120
4 Alessandro Pier Guidi(ta)Antonio Giovinazzi (1a) James Calado (GBR) FerrariAF Corse/Ferrari499P 7 6 3 1 5 5 6 114
5 AlexLynn (GBr)EarlBamber (nzL) Richard Westbrook (GBR) CadillacRacing(Ganassi) /CadillacV-Series.R 4 4 5 3 10 10 11 72
6  AndreLotterer (peu) Kevin Estre (FRa) LaurensVanthoor (8eL) Porsche Penske Motorsport/Porsche 963 6 3 R 1 7 3 5 11
7  DaneCameron (usa) Frederic Makowiecki (Fra) Michael Christensen (Dnk) Porsche Penske Motorsport/Porsche 963 5 10 4 9 4 12 7 61
8  Jean-EricVergne (Fra)Mikkel Jensen (pnk) Paul di Resta (GBR) Peugeot TotalEnergies/Peugeot 9X8 9 7 8 8 3 8 9 51
9 AntonioFelix daCosta (PrT) Will Stevens (GBR) Yifei Ye (cHN) Hertz Team Jota/Porsche 963 - - 6 13 9 6 4 38

10 OlivierPla(Fra)Romain Dumas (Fra) GlickenhausRacing/Glickenhaus-Pipo 007 LMH R 8 7 6 8 - - 34

11 Gustavo Menezes/Loic Duval (Peugeot TotalEnergies Peugeot 9X8) 28; 12 Ryan Briscoe (Glickenhaus Racing Glickenhaus-Pipo 007 LMH &Floyd Vanwall Racing Team Vanwall Vandervell-
Gibson 680) 24; 13 Nico Muller (Peugeot TotalEnergies Peugeot 9X8) 22; 14 Stoffel Vandoorne (Peugeot TotalEnergies Peugeot 9X8) 6; 15 Esteban Guerrieri (Floyd Vanwall Racing Team
VanwallVandervell-Gibson 680) 6; 16 Tom Dillmann (Floyd Vanwall Racing Team Vanwall Vandervell-Gibson 680) 6; 17 Jacques Villeneuve (Floyd Vanwall Racing Team Vanwall Vandervell-
Gibson 680) 6; 18 Nathanael Berthon (Glickenhaus Racing Glickenhaus-Pipo 007 LMH) 4; 19 Gianmaria Bruni/Harry Tincknell/Neel Jani (Proton Competition Porsche 963) 4;20 Tristan
Vautier (Floyd Vanwall Racing Team VanwallVandervell-Gibson 680) 0; 21 Joao Paulo de Oliveira (Floyd Vanwall Racing Team Vanwall Vandervell-Gibson 680) 0.

Manufacturers’ championship 1 Toyota217;2Ferrari161;3Porsche 99;4 Cadillac 79;5Peugeot 67;6 Glickenhaus 36; 7Vanwall 10.

LMP2 ENDURANCE TROPHY

POS DRIVERS TEAM/CAR i 2 3 4 5 6 1 PTS
1 LouisDeletraz(cHe) Robert Kubica(roL) RuiAndrade (PrT) TeamWRT/ORECA-Gibson 07 5 3 1 2 3 1 1 173
2 AlbertCostaesr)Fabio Scherer (cHe) Jakub Smiechowski (PoL) Inter Europol Competition / ORECA-Gibson 07 4 10 3 1 5 9 6 114
3  FreddieLubin(cer) PhilHanson (GBRr) United Autosports/ORECA-Gibson 07 2 2 5 11 6 2 9 104
4 Ferdinand Habsburg aut)RobinFrijns (N.p) Sean Gelael (ipn) TeamWRT/ORECA-Gibson 07 7 7 6 5 R 3 2 94
5 JoshPierson(usa) Oliver Jarvis (GBR) United Autosports/ORECA-Gibson 07 R 1 2 8 4 4 8 92
6 David Heinemeier Hansson (pnk) Oliver Rasmussen (Dnk) Pietro Fittipaldi (8ra) Jota/ ORECA-Gibson 07 6 8 9 13 1 6 3 84
7  CharlesMilesi(Fra)Julien Canal (Fra) Matthieu Vaxiviere (Fra) Alpine Endurance Team (Signatech) /ORECA-Gibson07 9 9 7 4 2 5 7 83
8 FilipeAlbuquerque (PRT) United Autosports/ORECA-Gibson 07 2 - 5 11 - 2 9 178
9 DaniilKvyat (rRus) Doriane Pin (Fra) PremaRacing/ORECA-Gibson 07 3 4 10 R 7 10 5 63
10 BentViscaal (nLp)Filip Ugran(rou) PremaRacing/ORECA-Gibson 07 8 6 4 16 9 8 4 57

Teams’ champion #41 TeamWRT.

GTE AM ENDURANCE TROPHY

POS DRIVERS TEAM/CAR i1 2 3 4 5 6 71 PTS
1  BenKeating(usa) Nicky CatsburgnLb)Nico Varrone (ARG) Corvette Racing (Pratt&Miller) /Chevrolet CorvetteC8.R 1 1 2 1 4 2 7 173
2 Michelle Gatting (pnk) Rahel Frey (cHE) Sarah Bovy (BEL) IronDames (IronLynx)/Porsche911RSR 8 3 5 4 5 4 1 118
3 DavideRigon (1A Francesco Castellacci () Thomas Flohr (cHE) AF Corse/Ferrari488 GTE Evo 5 4 R 5 10 1 4 91
4 ChristianRied (peu) Julien Andlauer (Fra)Mikkel Overgaard Pedersen (DNk) Dempsey-ProtonRacing/Porsche 911 RSR 2 7 9 R 1 6 6 80
5 AhmadAlHarthy (omn)Charlie Eastwood (GBr)Michael Dinan (usa) ORT by TF/Aston MartinVantage GTE 9 8 3 2 7 13 R 65
6  BenBarker (GBr)Michael Wainwright (GBr) Riccardo Pera i1a) GRRacing/Porsche911RSR 7 11 12 3 3 8 8 64
7  TakeshiKimura Jpn) KesselRacing/Ferrari488 GTE Evo 3 10 8 R R 3 5 58
8  AlessioRovera (1) LilouWadoux (Fra) Luis Perez Companc (ARG) Richard Mille AF Corse/Ferrari488 GTE Evo R 2 1 R 6 9 9 56
9 AlexRiberas (Esp)Daniel Mancinelli(ta) lan James (GBR) NorthWestAMR (Prodrive) /Aston Martin Vantage GTE - - 7 6 7 3 51

10  ScottHuffaker (usa) KesselRacing/Ferrari488 GTE Evo 3 10 8 R R 3 - 43

Teams’ champion #33 Corvette Racing.
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ANTONIO FUOCO

Afirst seasonin the
prototype ranks for
the Ferrari F1
development driver was
nothing short of sensational.
He'd already shown he
was a future starin GT
machinery, and emerged as
the quickest of the 499P
drivers. Poles at Sebring
and Le Mans grabbed
the headlines, but it
was Fuoco’s race pace that
gets him the top position.
Nowhere was he better than
at Le Mans. His shunt out
of the pits at Spaisonly a
minor black mark given the
absence of tyre heaters in
dreadful conditions.

SEBASTIEN BUEMI

Buemi bookended his

season in 2023 with

outstanding drives at
Sebring and in Bahrain when
he was the quickest among
the Toyota crews. It would
be wrong to say that he was
less convincing in between
times, just that there
were other drivers in the
Japanese camp who were
faster. Had a solid rather
than stellar Le Mans, but
his drive through the field
from the back of the pack -
after Hartley’s qualifying
misdemeanour - at Spa in
difficult conditions shouldn’t
be overlooked.

AUTOSPORT’S TOP 10 HYPERCAR DRIVERS

BRENDON HARTLEY

Another strong season

for the Kiwi, in which

he was always up
there among the fastest
Toyota racers, yielded a
fourth WEC drivers’ title,
though he was in the
marginally slower of the
two cars. Hartley was
outstanding at Le Mans,
his charge after lunch on
Sunday looking like it might
extend Toyota’s run at the
24 Hours. Pole when the
pressure was on in Bahrain
shouldn’t be overlooked.
But his shunt in qualifying
at Spa can be: the
circumstances were the
same as for Fuoco.

JOSE MARIA LOPEZ

The Argentinian finds

himself without a

Hypercar drive for
next year after getting a
season’s reprieve this time
around. That he was due to
be replaced by Nyck de Vries
prior to his F1 sojourn had
nothing to do with his
performancesin 2022, just
as what he did this yearisn’t
the reason he is now losing
his WEC seat after six
seasons. It’s a shame for a
driver who was pretty much
on a par with Buemi in 2023;
they were the number two
performers in their
respective entries.

LAURENS VANTHOOR

Adriver who has

pretty much done it all

in two codes of GT
racing made the switch to
prototypes with ease. He
was the ace in Porsche’s
packin 2023, belying the
fact that he’d previously
only made a handful of
starts in pure-bred sportscar
machinery. More often
than not the quickest
of the six Porsche Penske
Motorsport drivers, he
was at his best at Fuji. He
claimed the lead at the start
in opportunistic style and
then maintained amazing
pace while in aggressive
fuel save mode.

i A
sl

EARL BAMBER

Generally the fastest

of the WEC regulars at

the Ganassi Cadillac
squad, though drivers
from the other car crews
outpaced him at Le Mans.
Third in the 24 Hours was
the high point for Bamber,
Ganassi and Caddy, though
there could and probably
should have been more
podiums. Sebring was one
that got away, when Bamber
was at his best. Would have
ended up higher but for his
first-corner Bahrain gaffe,
which cost Ganassi a shot
atafirst podiumina
regular WEC round.

WA

KAMUI KOBAYASHI

Another strong season

for the Japanese

driver while he
continued to pull double
duty as the talisman driver
in #7 and team principal of
the WEC squad. Nowhere
was he better than on home
ground at Fuji: his double
stint at the end was
breathtaking. Chuckin a
trio of poles, and there’s
nothing to suggest that his
wider role at Toyota isin
any way taking a toll. Was
entirely blameless in the
accident at Le Mans that
put #7 out and pretty
much did for its
championship chances.

KEVIN ESTRE

The star of Porsche’s

WEC GT roster took

his opportunity in the
prototype ranks with both
hands. Had some strong
performances where he was
the quickest Porsche driver,
but his best race was Fuiji,
where he fought a robust
rearguard action when
caught for the lead by Lopez
in the #7 Toyota. He proved
equal to the task, so much
so that the Japanese make
swapped its two cars to let
Hirakawa have a go at him.
All the more impressive
given the fuel saving Estre
was having to do.

WEC REVIEW

JAMES CALADO

Another driver to

make a smooth

transition from GT
machinery to prototypes,
though an admittedly
heavier and more
cumbersome breed than
LMP1. Calado was a quick
and consistent performer
over the full season, even
if Fuoco was the man for
Ferrari at Le Mans and
team-mate Giovinazzi
shaded him on the averages
in the winning car. His best
performance of the year
came at Spa, where he drove
a storming double stint at
the end to snatch a podium
on the final lap of the race.

MICHAEL CHRISTENSEN
The Dane’s form in
a prototype this

1 0 year provided the
final rehabilitation of a
driver who was dropped
from the full factory roster at
Porsche in 2021. Christensen
was usually among the
quickest Porsche drivers,
including Le Mans where
there was only a gnat’s
whisker between him,
Vanthoor and team-mate
Frederic Makowiecki. For

all his pace, there was no
silverware for Christensen,
Makowiecki and Dane

Cameron in what was the
second Porsche in 2023.
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. professional motorsport industry

 www.arkracing.com

Desrgned and developed for WEC, WRC, WRX, GP2, F1, F2, F3,
; ' Indycar, NASCAR, Rally 1 & 2, Race and Historic Motorsport

T.+44(0)845 557 7408

E-mail via our websites contact form.

Laura Crawte

T: (0)1233 228754

E: laura@tandemmedia.co.uk
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QUALITY INSPECTOR
AER
Role Outline:

+ Read blueprints, drawings and specifications

» Monitor operations to ensure that they meet production standards

* Inspect, test or measure materials or products being produced

« Measure products with handheld measuring devices such as
rulers, callipers, gauges and micrometres

 Use electronic inspection equipment - CMM

 Laser marking identification on all products

 Accept or reject finished items

» Remove all products and materials that fail to meet specifications

« Discuss inspection results with those responsible for products

 Report inspection and test data

Prior Experience:

» Experience in automotive or aerospace environments desirable

* Previous experience in a quality inspection role essential,
anticipate 3 years plus

» Knowledge of inspecting machined parts essential - experience
with large castings (engine, block, head and sump)

+ Experience and knowledge of engine parts desirable

« Strong understanding of quality control standards and testing
techniques

+ Experience with electronic inspection equipment essential

Key Skills:

« Attention to details with a well organised, methodical approach
to work

» Recognising that tasks need completing correctly, accurately,
and regularly.

« Maths - basic knowledge of maths and computer skills required
for measuring, calibrating and calculating specifications

» Mechanical - ability to use specialised tools and machinery when
testing products

To apply now visitjwww.motorsportjobs.com|

motorsport
JOBS
SCUDERIA ALPHATAURI UNDERGRADUATE INTERNSHIP

PROGRAMME 2024/2025 - STRATEGY ENGINEER
AlphaTauri F1 Team

Responsibilities:

Race Strategy Analysis

» Support development of our existing race strategy toolset,
related data analysis and predictive models.

» Develop data and statistical analysis to create the relevant
trackers for strategy and team performance understanding.

« Contribute to the event preparation to optimise the run plan and
tyre allocation in collaboration with Race Engineering.

» Supporting pre-event, in-event and post-race analysis reporting in
collaboration with others strategy engineers and tyre engineers.

Innovation

* Provide ideas and suggestion to improve productivity and work
efficiency.

» Improve, write, and implement methodologies and procedures for
the strategy operations.

Teamwork

* Interact effectively with our senior strategy software engineer to
help building the best toolset for simulation and live decision making.

» Supporting strategy engineer in Operation room during all race
events.

Experience

* Be at least 1 year into your undergraduate degree.

« High problem-solving skills, with an attention to quality and details,
eager to experience a highly challenging, exposed and dynamic
environment, inside the Tyre Engineering and Strategy group.

» Experience in data analytics techniques and software (PowerB|,
Tableau).

» Strong knowledge of programming in MATLAB or Python is required,
other knowledge in coding language (i.e. C sharp) an advantage.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com|

moltorsport A0nFthimiks
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DIGITAL MARKETING SPECIALIST
Drift Limits

What does working for Drift Limits look like for you?

The position will be based in a rural setting on the outskirts of
Hemel Hempstead. We pride ourselves in providing an exciting
work atmosphere whilst also operating efficiently and effectively,
ensuring our clients receive the best possible service when they
attend their events.

You will be responsible for:

* Being the driving force in the development of our social media
channels: Instagram, Facebook, Twitter, TikTok. This includes
content creation, planning content calendars, daily updates,
responding to customer enquiries, and working to increase
followers and improve engagement.

« Output of high quality creative content in line with the brand,
sourcing and creating relevant images and video as required.

» Organise paid ads on social networks when relevant and in line
with the marketing budget.

Skills Required:

* Energy and enthusiasm, with a keen interest and knowledge of
digital and social media

* Proficient in graphic design and content creation.

« Self-motivated, innovative and flexible.

« Must demonstrate initiative and have a proactive approach.

 Excellent attention to detail with a good eye for photography
and design.

Experience

At least 1 year's experience in a digital marketing role.

« Strong experience using key social media platforms (in particular
Instagram, TikTok, Twitter, Facebook) as well as reporting and
scheduling tools and Meta Business. Up to date knowledge of
current trends is essential.

To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com]|

Fil)

SINGLE SEATER OPERATIONS COORDINATOR
FIA
Main Responsibilities
Pre-season:
- Establish the freight movement planner for the entire season
together with the FIA Operations Manager and logistics provider
- Arrange air cargo and sea freight for the upcoming season
- Liaise with the F1 circuits regarding FIA requirements
Pre-event:
- Receive air cargo and sea freight at events
- Set up FIA scrutineering garage and FIA offices
- Create / update the FIA F1 team schedule and send it together
with official timetable to all F1, F2 and service provider staff
During event:
- Operate traffic lights at pit entrance during F1 FP2 and F1
Qualifying
- Coordinate FIA security (shift times; special instructions
- Monitor service provider work Additional Responsibilities
- Make sure the Grid Panel System has been set up and tested
before the official track test
- Monitor daily tests of the Grid Panel System

Profile

- Long-term experience with logistics in motor sport and/or live
event/TV production business

- Air Freight Security Certification "Known Consignor”

- Must be able to pass strict checks for handling air cargo

- Fluent English

- Proficient Microsoft Office (World, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook)

- Ability to perform and keep calm in a high-pressure environment

- Great attention to detail

- Sense of duty, loyalty and integrity

- Excellent organisational and communication skills

- Strong team spirit and able to work fully autonomously

To apply now visitwww.motorsportjobs.com|

JOBS

. s
mo‘.o rs Ofl' Want to advertise a motorsport job?

If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital

please contact[james.robinson@motorsport.com|or call +44 (0)7717 883 990
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OFFLINE VEHICLE TECHNICIAN - FTC
McLaren Automotive

Principal Accountabilities

+ Working closely with members of the Offline Vehicle team to diagnose
and repair high-quality production vehicles for the production centre
which could include mechanical (up to and including powertrain
removals), electrical and body panel removal refit.

» Co-ordinate personal vehicle reworks in an effective and
intelligent manner, managing conflicting priorities within tight
deadlines to meet the overall objective.

» Develop good working relationships with members of the core
team to ensure effective problem resolution and efficient
communication of technical issues.

« Work within the offline vehicle/dealer portal processes to ensure
compliance for all vehicle reworks.

» Competently and accurately manage documentation for robust
record keeping and sign off

+ Deliver the vehicles to the production centre at the highest
quality of mechanical and aesthetical standard in line with the
McLaren brand.

Knowledge, Skills and Experience

« Level 3 Motor Vehicle qualified, or relevant dealer experience
advantageous both preferred.

* Extensive vehicle build experience, from whole-vehicle down to
component level.

» A comprehensive knowledge of vehicle architecture and a
competent knowledge base in the safe use and operation of
supporting automotive equipment

» Experience and an ability to contribute to component and
system fault diagnosis.

» Good degree of computer literacy

« Ability to interpret engineering specifications and drawings and
or build instructions

To apply now visitwww.motorsportjobs.coml

McLaren’

motlors po rk
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ACCOUNT MANAGER
MPA Creative

We are looking for an enthusiastic and dedicated Account
Manager to join our growing PR, events and communications
team at MPA, working with renowned clients across world
motorsport.

« In this role at MPA Creative, you will be responsible for the
delivery of the communications plans, strategy, events and
content for our clients, enhancing their profile as well as raising
brand awareness.

« Alongside excellent organisational skills, applicants will have
strong experience in media relationship building, especially in an
environment where storytelling is key. A passion for sport,
particularly motorsport, is essential.

+ As part of the role, you will work together with the CEO, Account
Director and wider Creative team to liaise directly with clients,
swiftly building an understanding of the requirements and
objectives to maximise the quality and quantity of their content
output across multiple channels.

A strong understanding of digital platforms, as well as the wider
automotive and motorsport media landscapes, is pivotal in this
role along with the execution of communications campaigns.
Monitoring and evaluation of PR and communications
activations will also be essential in this role.

» We are looking for a minimum of five years’ previous experience
in a relevant PR, press office or digital communications role. You
must already have the appropriate visas to live and work in the
UK, and the ability to travel and work abroad for events is also
essential.

» We expect that to fulfil the position successfully may require
several days of working from our clients’ offices, weekend
working and overseas travel.

To apply now visit |www.motorsportiobs.coml
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SUB ASSEMBLY TECHNICIAN
NEOM McLaren Electric Racing

Purpose of the role

We have an exciting opportunity for a sub assembly build

technician to join our team. Reporting to the Head of Trackside

Operations, you will be responsible for all race car sub-assemblies,

part maintenance, and servicing.

Main Responsibilities:

« Powertrain build and assembly - working to pre-existing
processes, build specifications using correct documentation.

» Ensure all assemblies and parts are built to the exact same
specification using the correct build documentation.

« Differential builds and setting.

« Attending all Formula E & Extreme E events

» Suspension assembly, maintenance, and servicing.
 Upright and driveshaft assembly and servicing.

« Damper builds.

« Damper dyno running and reporting.

» Spares reporting and stock maintenance.
 Accurate part life reporting and management.

» Demonstrate strong leadership skills developing other members
of the team.

» Garage set up and pack down at races and tests.

» Keep a clean and tidy working environment at the circuit and our
team base at Bicester.

+ Attend team and health and safety meetings as required.
 Assist with freight organisation, loading and packing.

+ Attend the team’s headquarters at Bicester Heritage when the
team is not on a race event.

To apply now visitiwww.motorsportjobs.com|

MECHANIC

PalmerSport

A great opportunity has arisen for a versatile and hardworking
Mechanic to join the PalmerSport team here at Bedford
Autodrome. This role will involve working within the Engineering
team, maintaining our fleet of support vehicles that assist in the
running of our cooperate PalmerSport events. This role will involve
working on a fleet of buses, class one vehicles, Land Rover
defenders and a plethora of vans and maintenance vehicles.

Jobs duties will include:

» Maintaining to the highest standards and preparing the
PalmerSport support vehicle fleet

» Conducting thorough inspections of our fleet vehicles on the
completion of our corporate events

« Work with our Engineering Team to determine the source of
mechanical and electrical problems and work to solve issues
efficiently and comprehensively

» Complete job cards to a very high standard to detail a vehicle
repair and service history

 Report to the Workshop Supervisor with diagnosis and parts
required to rectify

» Complete diagnostic testing on the mechanical and electrical
systems

You will be / have:

+ A good understanding of mechanical engineering with a
recognised qualification i.e. City and Guilds

* Previous experience working with HGVs

* Full UK driving licence

* Pride in your work and want to complete tasks to the best of
your ability

* A track record of meeting strict deadlines

To apply now visitjwww.motorsportjobs.com|
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please contact|james.robinson@motorsport.com|or call +44 (0)7717 883 990
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Historics racer plans Atlantic Race Against Dementia challenge
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Blyton Park - 13-15 February 2024
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Limited Places
£595+vat

The official BRSCC Fiesta Junior Scholarship offers a fantastic opportunity to win one of the
most comprehensive junior circuit racing prize packages available in the UK.

Win a funded season in the 2024 Fiesta Junior Championship

(v Use of a New Mk7 Junior Race Car 7 Entry Fees, Race Tyres & Fuel

2 Professional Race Team Support 2 BTCC Driver Mentor

” Pre-Race Testing " TCR UK Support & Live Streamed
2 SIM Development Program 7 The Official BRSCC Scholarship

Worth over £2,500 to those who manage to win a place in the “Top 6 scholarship shoot-out” but miss out
on the main prize, the BRSCC will offer you 3 free FJC race entries along with racing membership and
registration should you choose to race a Mk7 Fiesta at any point through the 2024 championship season

brscc’
Visit our website for more bPSCC"7

www.brscc.co.uk
SCHOLARSHIP DRIVEN BY RACING
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Tributes paid to former single-seater
star and driver coach Jake Cook

OBITUARY

Tributes have been paid to Jake Cook,
aformer star of junior single-seater
racing and later aleading driver
coach, whohasdied aged 30.

Cook’sfamily hasalonghistoryinthe
motoring and motorsport world. His
grandfather, car dealership king Derek,
raced single-seaters, including a Formula
1 Hesketh inthe 1977 Shellsport series,
while hisaunt Paula competed in the
British Touring Car Championship
and his uncle David won the 1996
Formula Renault UK title.

Cook Jrmade aninstantimpression
in hisown car racing career, finishing
second to Sarah Moore in the 2009
Ginetta Junior standings before making
the move to single-seaters in British
Formula Ford with Getem Racing. He
alsowon governing body Motor Sports
Association’sinaugural Young Driver of
the Year award for those onits advanced

apprenticeshipin sporting excellence
course. Cook then switched totheleading
Jamun squad for 2011 and was a title

Cook later became a coach
and driving standards advisor

Jamun driver was second in
~| British Formula Ford in 2012

contenderin 2012 before again finishing
asrunner-up inachampionship, this
time to Antti Buri.

“We saw his development through
acouple of different teams to becoming
aregular podium finisher with a good
number of victories,’ recalled series
promoter Sam Roach. “Itwas a
pleasure seeing him evolve and
move up to higher formulas.”

Cook progressed tothe Formula
Renault BARC category the following
year with Hillspeed, finishing fifth,
before taking secondinthe BRDC F4
Autumn Trophy standings. Buthe was
unabletorise any further up theracing
ladder and instead became a driver
coach. He worked in MSA Formula, the
replacement to British Formula Ford
thatlater morphed into British F4, and

JEP
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O

subsequently became a driving
standards advisor, working with the
officials at race weekends. He also
married F4 championship manager
Eve Lake-Grange.

“Jake was areally good friend to all of
usinthe championship,” added Roach.
“We had so many drivers come through
our series, butto see someone return
and give something backto the sport
was great. He really enjoyed seeing the
other side and giving his opinionsasa
successful driver —it was the firsttime
we had done that. He was always smiling,
always considerate and thoughtful - he
was a calm influence on everything.”

Autosportsendsits bestwishes to
Eve and the rest of Cook’s family and
friends atthistime.

STEPHEN LICKORISH

FIA medal winner to Fortecin F4

BRITISH F4 excited to see what we can
achieve together throughout

the season,’ said Fortec

karting slalom eventin
the 2019 Games. She

Nina Pothof, a gold medal subsequently contested

winnerintheinaugural FIA  various European team manager Ollie Dutton.
Motorsport Games, has enduranceracesina “In particular, we
becomethelatestdriver Citroen C1 and BMW 325i, willbe focusing on her
announced as competing butisnow ready for the development and, while

in British Formula 4 next move to single-seaters and itwillbe asteeplearning
year after signinga deal has already begun testing. curve, we are confident

with Fortec Motorsport. “Ninaisatalented that she will be up to speed
Pothof moves from The Dutch driver was youngracerwhohasshone  andonthe pacewhenthe
tin-tops to British F4 previouslyanaccomplished = whenshe hasbeen given lights go outatthe first

karter and took gold in the opportunities, sowe'’re round of the season.”
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Charity Atlantic
rowing challenge &=t
for F5000 racer & XA /A e

Historics racer Neil Glover is teaming up
with mountaineer Jason Black to tackle the
Atlantic Dash rowing challenge in January
as they bid to raise money for Sir Jackie
Stewart’s Race Against Dementia charity.

Glover, who has competed in a wide
range of historic machinery and enjoyed
success in the Aurora Trophy at the wheel
of a Formula 5000 Chevron B37 in 2023,
has been keen to enter the rowing race
after stumbling across a YouTube video r ; _ i
of the finish nearly five years ago. After ' ntic seas in January *
previous plans to compete fell through, : 5 ST
event organisers introduced him to Black,

MICKWALKER

and the pair have since been training for hours off rowing for seven weeks, so it’s Stewart added: “T am so pleased Jason
the 3000-mile contest that lasts seven brutal. We will burn up to 7000 calories Black and Neil Glover are rowing across the
weeks. They will start in Lanzarote a day and we’ll be doing about 1.5 million Atlantic in a boat called Destiny’s Tide in
before travelling south towards Africa, oar strokes each!” support of Race Against Dementia. They
then west to the finish line in Antigua. As well as wanting to win the race, are taking on a tremendous challenge and
“T've always been into extreme sport like  Glover and Black are seeking to raise it means a lot to me that fellow motorsport
Iron Man, and I've always been chasing this substantial funds for Race Against enthusiasts are trying so hard to raise
rainbow so it’s taken over my life for the Dementia, the charity set up by Stewart money to accelerate dementia research.
last 12 months,” said Glover. “It’s brutal but, to try to find a cure for the illness “I do hope that people involved in all
between Jason and I, we want to enjoy this  following his wife’s diagnosis. sports will join the race and support Jason
row and I want to be the best prepared. The “It’s not about the people that are doing and Neil in their wonderful efforts to raise
mantra has been quite simple: we want to this, it’s about the cause - we want to raise funds for Race Against Dementia.”
do it safely but I quite fancy winning it. £1million,” said Glover. “Race Against To donate, head to[justgiving.com/page]
“We just want to crack on and getit done = Dementia have been great, they just need [destinys-tide
now! It will be three hours rowing, three money to put a stop to this terrible illness.”  STEPHEN LICKORISH

Expensive tyres dropped
from Magnificent Sevens

MAGNIFICENT SEVENS the Avon ZZR Extreme,
ZZS RT7, Kumho V70 Soft
The Classic Sports Car Club and Supersoft tyres in

is making several tweaks to Magnificent Sevens. This

the regulations and format means drivers will not need

of its Magnificent Sevens to buy or run grippier tyres

series for next year in an to challenge those at the o

attempt to boost its grids, front of the category. &

including outlawing more “Now, if you've got Toyos, =

expensive, softer tyres. you’ll be up against other g
Amid the majority cars on Toyos,” explained

of Caterham-based CSCC director Hugo Holder. The CSCC will be 40-minute pitstop races,

championships either “Anything that opens it up introducing specific classes after trialling two 30-minute

moving or continuing to and makes it more attractive ~ for Sevens in the Open contests per weekend this

use Toyo R888R rubber to people, hopefully, is a Series, where they will be year, while winning drivers

ahead of the closure of the good thing. But we’re not able to use a far greater will now serve 10-second-

Avon factory, the CSCC has completely banning those range of tyres. Magnificent longer pitstops rather than

decided to follow suit and stickier tyres - you can Sevens will also revert to the  being given grid penalties.

prevent drivers from using run those in Open Series.” traditional CSCC format of STEPHEN LICKORISH
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in his Peugeot 106 this year |
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Hot Hatch star Deacon claims
CCRC Driver of the Year trophy

CCRC

Shaun Deacon (W-A-S Racing Peugeot
106 GTI) collected the Driver of the
Year trophy at the Castle Combe
Racing Club’s annual awards dinner
at Bristol’s Future Inn last Saturday.
Deacon was the most successful
Hot Hatch competitor in the category’s
final year as a series before becoming
a championship for 2024. Combe
champions Jamie Sturges (GT, VW Golf
TCR), Mike Good (Saloons, Vauxhall
Corsa) and Felix Fisher (TM Racing
Ray, Formula Ford 1600) were also

honoured, along with Olly Samways
and Neven Kirkpatrick, who won
the CCRC-badged Mighty and Super
Mighty Minis titles respectively.

Meanwhile, Mini Cooper S racer
George Walker was named Sporting
Billy Young Driver of the Year for his
promising Saloon campaign.

Castle Combe Formula Ford stalwarts
Alicia Hamlen and double champion
Luke Cooper were also awarded limited
edition Jonny Moore watches by Ed and
Natasha Moore in recognition of their
contribution to the championship.
MARCUS PYE

Moore impresses in FF1600 Esports

ESPORTS

Henry Moore’s growing reputation as a
global sim racing rising star was enhanced
by winning one of four Formula Ford Festival
Esports events over the weekend.

The son of two-time Castle Combe FF1600
champion Ed Moore and grandson of Ian Moore
- who contested the circuit series before
creating his own Swift cars in the late 1970s
- Moore Jr has already showcased his talent
in sim racing. The 15-year-old leads the
Motorsport UK-backed UK FF1600 Esports
Cup series with seven wins from 12 races.

Over the weekend, Moore competed in the
Festival event on iRacing, which was based
on the real-world Formula Ford Festival at
Brands Hatch and supported by Motorsport UK

and the British Racing & Sports Car Club.

He won the final timeslot on Saturday after
taking outright pole for three events, with
fellow FF1600 rising star Jason Smyth winning
two of the other events. The likes of Kelvin van
der Linde, Jordan Kelly, Jeremy Fairbairn and
Thomas Schrage also competed.

“He is self-taught, using a pretty standard
rig, but puts an enormous focus into developing
his ability,” said Moore Sr. “I can’t get near
his lap times with the fixed-setting car used
in the championship, but enjoy working on
set-up, altering springs, dampers and rollbars
in testing. His feedback is amazing.

“I don’t want to sound like a racing dad,
but Henry is quick on karts and I still have
my Van Diemens, so it's down to him.”

MARCUS PYE

BARTON ON PODIUM
AS HE MOVES T0
MODERN GT RAGING

WRL

Two third placesin the eight-
hour enduros that comprised the
World Racing League’s eastern
championship finale at Sebring
earlier thismonth marked a
successful transition to modern
racing by ambitious British
historic team Barton Racing’s
young protege Harry Barton.

Fresh fromvictoryinlast
month’s RAC Pall Mall Cup race
atSilverstone in the team’s TVR
Griffith, 2022 Historic Touring
Car champion Barton, 21, and
coach/mentor Nigel Greensall
finished onthelead lap both
daysin Barton’s new Toyota
GR Supra GT4 Evo.

“It's an absolutely glorious
machine,” said Greensall after
the three-litre, 430bhp car
(below) ran faultlessly over 492
laps ofthe brutal concrete WW2
airfield track in four days, the
firsttwo featuring testing and
acclimatisation for Sebring
debutant Barton.

Tended by UK-based Geoff
Steel Racing’stravelling
technicians and supported by
WRL champion team Thunder
Bunny Racing from South
Carolina, alongsideits regular
Gazoo Racing Supras, Barton
and Greensall finished only
28.5seconds behind TBR’s
winning car on Saturday, and
47s shy of NFC Motorsport’s
Mercedes-AMG GT4 on Sunday.

Described as “adream debut”
for Barton, the event presages a
Transatlantic schedule in 2024.
“We’ll be back at Sebring for
the Winterfest - six-hour and
90-minute races, plus sprints -
inJanuary, then bringing the car
backhome to contesta European
GT4 championship with GSR,”
said Greensall. “It’sall aimed at
preparing Harry for Le Mans
with a GT carin the future.”

MARCUS PYE
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JCW Sportclass
details released

ahead of 2024

MINI CHALLENGE

More details have been revealed about the
new JCW Sport class that will be introduced
tothe Mini Challenge next season.

The new sub-division is designed to
help bridge the gap in terms of costand
performance between the Coopers of the
Mini Challenge Trophy and the JCWs in the
British Touring Car-supporting top-tier
championship, aswell as helping to boost
grid numbersinthelatter series.

The JCW Sportdivision will feature an F56
Mini with a two-litre engine that produces
225bhp compared tothe 255bhp of the
headline class. A six-speed OE H-pattern
gearboxwill also be used, in contrastto
the Quaife sequential box in the JCWs.

In addition, there will be tighter
restrictions ontesting and tyres to reduce
budgets, while entry fees will be lower.
Existing JCW cars can be converted to JCW
Sport-spec, meaning drivers donotneed
to buy abespoke car for the new class.

“We’ve had alot of interestin JCW Sport
both from drivers who have been competing
inthe Cooper classbut haven'thad the budget
to move straight up into JCWs, and also
from drivers who have been competing
elsewhere,” said championship director
Antony Williams. “We’re pleased to now
be able to release more information about
the specification of the car, which we are
confidentwill provide fantastic racing on
track when the 2024 season rollsaround.”

JEP
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Entries are now open for both the main
JCWand JCW Sport classes, and drivers can
getadiscounted rate if they make a first
paymentbefore 8 December.

Series organisers had previously
announced thatanew scholarship contest
would be held for next year, with the winner
receiving a funded drive in the JCW Sport
category. The initial stage of the competition
was held at Capital Kartsin London atthe
end of last month.

GB4 Shootout victory and £20,000 for McCaughan

THE 2&5TiND ACROUA OTA
IS A DRIFT CoppouinD TRE ...

s TINO
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GB4 was competingin the goal, whichisto progress
shootout for the second up the single-seater
Formula Ford racer time, after missing out ladder, whether that
Brandon McCaughan has on lastyear’s prize. bein Americaand going
won the end-of-season GB4 The Irishman went the IndyCar route, or
Championship Shootout up against 17-year-old staying in Europe and
and £20,000tousetowards  Canadian NathanYu, as continuing through to GB3
aseasoninthe single- bothgotbehindthewheel = maybeinthe following
seater seriesnextyear. of Fortec Motorsport’s years,” said McCaughan.
The 19-year-old, arace GB4machinery earlier “Winning the Shootout
winner in National FF1600  this month. hasdefinitely helped
over the pasttwo years, “T've alwayshad one me to getthat footup.”

PRovibING LONGEVITY,
GRIP AND LOTSOF SMOKE ...

+44 (0) 1929 551557
www.aaoil.co.uk

... AND DIzzINESS!
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Twenty examples of
the new Ginetta G56
will be produced

NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT

Improved cooling and greater
aero highlights of new G56 Evo

GT4

isanupgradein every possible area.
We have had many cars circulating in

An evolution of Ginetta’s G56 GT4 has
beenunveiled ahead of next season,
with 20 cars setto be produced in 2024.

Key changesinclude improvements to
the cooling with aredesigned bonnet, as
well as greater aerodynamic efficiency
with arevised rear wing. Adjustments have
also been made to the suspension, roll
development, a higher platform height,
and larger wheels and tyres on both axles.

The car has been homologated for use in
SRO series, including British GT, with half
ofthe 20 cars setto be produced already
reserved by existing customers.

Ginetta director of motorsport Mike
Simpson said: “The 2024 G56 GT4 Evo

endurance racing in tough climates over
the lastfewyears, and the Evoupgradeis
the accumulation of listening to customers/
teams and developing what we believe
isthe best GT4 car on the market.

“We have strived for greater top speeds
within the Balance of Performance
management. Adding weightlower
down in the chassis gives us some wins
in safety and torsional stiffness.

“Theincreased weight and higher
ride height of the car has allowed for
more emphasis onthe straightline
capability of the Ginetta, making it
avery competitive car for both
gentlemen and professional drivers.”

Cottingham vows British GT revenge

BRITISH GT

James Cottingham says he
has“unfinished business” in
the British GT championship
after missing out on the title
this season, butmaynotbe
around to attack it next year.
The 2 Seas Motorsport
Mercedes-AMG driver entered
the Donington Park finale last
monthleading the standings,
buta poorweekend and second
place for Dan Harper/Darren

Leunghanded the Century
Motorsportduo the crown.
Cottingham was the
benchmark Am driver for
much of the season, taking
three wins alongside Jonny
Adam at Oulton Park, the May

Donington round and Portimao.

Heisintenton returningtothe
seriesto mountanothertitle
challenge, but admits that
itmaynotbein 2024.
“Absolutely it’s unfinished
business, I have to come

backand haveagoat
the championship,”’ said
Cottingham. “Whetheritwill be
nextyear or notIcan’ttell you.
“The difference between me
and alotofthe other AmsisI'm
still running a business every
day of the week. Most of the
other guys have sold their
businesses or stepped back and
can afford, both costand time-
wise, to gotestingalot. Ijust
don’thavethe time todothat.”
STEFAN MACKLEY

GOODYEAR STICKS AROUND

Tyre giant Goodyear has extended its
deal to be the control tyre supplier
for TCR UK and its Civic Cup sister
series into 2024. Goodyear has
supplied TCR UK’s rubber since its
second season in 2019, initially
through its Dunlop subsidiary. It has
also backed the Diamond Trophy,
for drivers aged 40 and over, for the
past two years. “Announcing our
continuing support as tyre partner
shows our confidence in the stability
and the future of TCR UK,” said
Goodyear’s Mickey Butler.

LULHAM BACK ON TRACK

Former karting champion and
Formula 4 racer Chris Lulham is
planning a return to the tracks next
season in the Radical Cup UK. “l was
karting for about seven years and,
since 2019, | have been in the SIM
Racing Pro World Cup, as part of Max
Verstappen’s Redline team,” he said.
He has been testing his own Radical
SR3 RS, but had his first test in one of
the new SR3 XXRs at Donington Park
recently with Valour Racing.

FIRSTTASTE OF LIGIER

Jolt Racing gave its Ligier JSP4

its first official test at Silverstone last
month, with John Ingram and Rupert
Williams sharing the driving. The
team formed at the beginning of this
season with the aim of taking novice
driver Williams to the Le Mans 24
Hours. The team has entered Citroen
C1 races to get Williams his licence
signatures, and will be heading to
the Ligier European Series in 2024.
For Ingram it’s a return to racing
after a 12-year absence, after
previously contesting British F3.

BRITISH GT4 FOR RAMYEAD

Ginetta GT Academy runner-up Ravi
Ramyead is planning to move up to
British GT4 next season after three
years in Ginettas. He plans to
continue his successful relationship
with Century Motorsport and tested
one of the team’s BMW GT4s for the
first time last week at Donington
Park (below). “Compared to the
Ginetta, it’s a bit of caveman car

to drive, so you have to be brave
with it,” said Ramyead.
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BTCC STARS SHINE IN BriSCA Adam Morgan won the British Touring Car Challenge Trophy at Skegness Raceway on Saturday night as he went up against
11 other current or former BTCC stars that included Josh Cook, Jade Edwards, Aiden Moffat and Paul O’Neill. In a thrilling four-way battle for the lead in the
closing stages, Morgan - who had never even seen a BriSCA F1 stock car before he sat in one on the night - came out on top to take the chequered flag, with
long-time leader Ricky Collard second, Ryan Bensley third and Dan Rowbottom fourth. “It was my first time in these cars, my first time at the track, | just was
smiling from ear to ear for the whole race,” said Morgan. “I’'m hooked. We will all be back next year.” Photographs by Colin Casserley

O’Donovan
takes win on

rally debut S

e
~——

CIRCUIT RALLYING

British Rallycross champion Patrick
O’Donovan was a dominant winner
of last weekend’s Cadwell Park Rally
as he switched disciplines to make

his rally debut on the second round S %
of the Circuit Rally Championship. _ Seven stage wins went to [ 3
Partnered by Jack Morton, the pair the double BRX champion == o
guided their Hyundai i20 R5 to the R e > — o= e d
quickest time on seven of the eight
stages to take victory by 33 seconds. Gooseneck one stage from home. and Lee Wilson and VW Polo GTI R5
Paul Murro/Craig Simkiss led the Despite an excursion onto the grass pair John Stone/Laura Connell.
initial pursuit with their Ford Fiesta R5, on stage six and hitting a bale chicane Notable retirements included first
before reigning champions John on the final run, Murro retained third. round winner Mark Kelly, whose Skoda
Griffiths/Emma Morrison, also in a With Michael Igoe/Will Atkins (Fiesta Fabia R5 crashed out on the opening
Fiesta R5, overcame a wrong tyre Rally?2) a final-stage retirement due stage, and Ollie O’'Donovan’s i20 R5,
choice on the first two tests to to a puncture, that promoted Tony which completed stage three with
consolidate second place from stage Robinson/Paul Spooner (Skoda Fabia the rear of the car on fire.

three, surviving a grassy run down the R5) to fourth from the Darrian of Jason =~ PETER SCHERER
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Becoming the best

The Porsche GB Junior and reigning Carrera Cup GB champion

reviews his season and looks ahead to what’s next

ADAM SMALLEY

would say that 2023 has been the best season of my
life for numerous reasons. Being the Porsche GB
I Junior driver for the pasttwo years has been
areal privilege and, without that, Iwouldn’t be
whereIam today. I had a fantastic first season
inthe Porsche Carrera Cup GB, finishing runner-upin 2022,
and thatleft one clear goalin mind for the second season,
which was to go one step higher and win the championship.

This season, with Porsche and Team Parker Racing, I've
had the right people around me to mature and develop asa
personand as adriver. Winning the championship a round
early at Silverstone was a dream come true, and to finish off
the year with awin signed off a perfect season. We had 16 races
and I'had 14 podiums with a worst finish of fourth, so I'm
forever grateful for everyone that made it possible.

Consistency was key and I kepta cool, level head all year.

I knew we had the carto do the job, Team Parker has been
fantastic, and Joe, my mechanic, and Will, my engineer, have
worked tirelessly all year and put so much effortin to give me
the best package, soitwas nice to reward them with the results.

Wetookitrace by race every single time. There was never any
objective other than totryand win each race. You could see that at
Silverstone in race one with the changing conditions, asitwould
have been very easyto settle for alower finish, but I pushed all
the way to the end for second place.

It's been areal privilege to be a BRDC SuperStar this year. It’s
something youlook up toasaracing driver, seeing who's been
onthe programme. There are some amazing namesthat have
been partofit, sowhen I gotthe phone call at the start of this
season, saying I'd been selected, was amazing.

It'shelped me this season, with the support of everyone, but
also beingin constant contact with lots of the other drivers has

_ Consistency was key
to Smalley’s Porsche

been a massive benefitto me. We get a small bursary, which
Iused for some performance and nutritional areas and which
isanother small thing thathelps add up to a successful year.

Itwasreally cool to be on the main stage on the Formula 1
weekend at Silverstone with the SuperStars. It's so nice that
the British Racing Drivers’ Club showcases the drivers and
givesthem the spotlight at somewhere like the British
Grand Prix. It’s something Iwon't forget.

Thisseason, I've had so much timein the car.Iraced at
Silverstone in the Porsche Supercup, and we had a great
showing there. Unfortunately, I made a mistake off the
line, dropped down, but then fought back through to a solid
finishinthe end. Competing on a world stage in front of
ahome crowd was amazing.

Ialso did Carrera Cup Deutschland, which was definitely
achallenge. We were very unlucky with what happened but,
nevertheless, it was still a really good experience to go out
there, work closely with Proton Competition - avery well-
respected team - drive on some amazing tracks, and gain alot
of experience thathelped me in my Carrera Cup GB campaign.

Through the Porsche Junior programme, I was able to
compete atthe Goodwood Festival of Speed, winning my class
and getting amedal, and then racing at the Goodwood Revival.
I've done some incredible things this year and I probably
should sitdown and look back atitall!

The Porsche Carrera Cup GB organisation put me forward
forthe Supercup Junior shootout, which was an incredible
experience. It was over three days, soit’s quite intense, there’s
alotof stuff going on. On the first day it was all just media
interviews, medical checks, mental checks, knowledge tests,
sothere’salotwe needed to know. Then the second and
third day wasin-car assessments.

Itwasareally cool event. Idon't know how I did butI gave
itmyall. Itwas amazing to see so many champions from so
many different Carrera Cupsaround the world allin one
place, all fighting for the same thing. It’s definitely an event
thatI'llremember, and we should find out this week who was
successful. There’saonein 12 chance of getting it but we’ll
justhave to see the outcome.

Idon’tknow what the future holds and it’s a strange feeling.
The Porsche Junior programme is over, and those two years
have absolutely flown by. Now it’s a case of weighing up the best
options. I'm still a Silver-ranked driver, which isuseful. T have a
few opportunities, butit’s seeing whatis the best fitnot only for
myself, but my sponsors as well. It’s probably the mostimportant
few weeks of my life, to be honest, because whatever route I
pickto go down defines where my career is goingto go. #
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ROGER ALBERT CLARK RALLY

A TRIUMPH OF
ENGINEERING

When the gruelling Roger Albert Clark Rally starts this morning, international ace
Chris Ingram 1s due to take on the Ford Escort hordes in a painstakingly produced TR7 V8
PAUL LAWRENCE

PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL LAWRENCE

week ago, dressed in a period correct British more than anything wants to finish the longest and toughest
Leyland rally jacket and sporting the beginnings of a  special stage rally in Britain.

A Tony Pond-style moustache, Chris Ingram - one of Like fellow international standard drivers Kris Meeke, Oliver
Britain’s best young rally drivers of a generation - Solberg and Osian Pryce, 2019 European Rally champion Ingram
stood quietly at a deserted Sweet Lamb test venue was keen to tackle the contest that revives the spirit and challenge

looking at the Triumph TR7 V8. Almost in awe of the machine, of the RAC Rallies of the 1960s and 1970s. Long days, not much
Ingram was about to step back 40 years to a different time and a sleep, stages in the dark, brutal Kielder, and a massive sense of
different type of rally car. Minutes later, after barely five miles adventure all mean the event is far removed from the modern-
of gravel running, he returned with a big smile. day European and World Rally Championship events.

That first test was the initial step towards the five-day Roger But unlike his famous rivals, Ingram is not in a Ford Escort Mk2.
Albert Clark Rally adventure through the forests of Wales, Instead, he’s driving the newly finished TR7 V8 from David
Scotland and England that is due to finish in Carlisle next Appleby Engineering and the car is truly a work of art. It’s
Monday afternoon. Alongside the 156 other starters, Ingram one of a batch of six built at the team’s base in Somerset.
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“It’s something I've had a passion to do for a long time: a proper
recreation of factory TR7 V8s,” explains Appleby. “We’ve had an
ex-Roger Clark car, one of the last works cars, on loan to use as a
datum and we’ve been able to take bits off, get them measured and
scanned and remade. Everything is to original specification. We
could have done a modern interpretation of the car, but what
Long-time marque expert Appleby is painstakingly producing would be the point in that?”
the cars to exacting period specification using an ex-Pond machine The quality of engineering and attention to detail is outstanding
as a benchmark, with most parts remanufactured. on a project that has been several years in the making. New engine
Appleby worked for Austin Rover Motorsport in the 1980s and blocks were produced and most components had to be remade.
competed extensively. He has a long history with British Leyland By putting in an entry for the Roger Albert Clark, Appleby stuck
cars, from TR7 V8s through Rovers to Metro 6R4s, and later did a post in the ground: the car had to be ready by mid-November
his own updated version of the 6R4 in the DAM 4100. and it took a super-human effort to hit the date. »»
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With the car nearing completion, Appleby needed a driver, and
discussions with Ingram started in the spring. “We know we’ve got
the talent in this country to compete at world level, but for some
reason we don't give the backing to these young drivers,” asserts
Appleby. “I've been watching Chris and what he’s done and I think
it’s fantastic. He reminds me of Tony Pond in a lot of ways. He is
more than capable of doing very well.”

Finally, last Wednesday on a remote Welsh hillside, it all came
together and Ingram got to try the car for his maiden outing.

It was an anxious occasion all round as the car took to gravel
for the very first time.

The answer came quickly when Ingram toured back into the
on-site workshop after a handful of miles. “I love it and it instantly
put a big smile on my face!” recalls Ingram. “It’s an absolute
beast and so different to anything I've driven before, but it felt
really good straight out of the box. It’s incredible what David
and the team have done. It just pulls and pulls in the gears
and it’s got so much torque.”

For a driver more used to four-wheel drive, sequential
gearboxes, multi-adjustable dampers and turbo engines in
Rally2 machinery, it's no wonder the TR7 felt somewhat alien.

Yet Ingram’s initial speed was good and the car looked and
sounded spot on. But they all realise the scale of the task they face.

“It’s going to be an amazing challenge,” predicts Ingram. “It’s
my first historic rally and first time driving a proper historic car.
It’s become such an iconic event and I'm really grateful for the
opportunity. It’s a big deal for David to let me drive this beautiful
beast and I think the fans will love it.

“The car’s absolutely brand new. We want to finish the event
and just enjoy this amazing opportunity to do a five-day classic
R.A.C. We've not got any performance targets as such. I'm
under strict orders to get it to the finish.

“That would be a fantastic achievement.” #

“The car’s absolutely brand
new. We want to finish the event
and just enjoy this opportunity”

THE LEADING
CONTENDERS
ON THE ROGER
ALBERT CLARK

Until Ryan Champion blended speed and
consistency to win the 2021 event in a Porsche
911 from the Tuthill stable, the Roger Albert
Clark Rally had been dominated by Ford
Escorts, mainly Mk2s, across its 20-year history.
And although Chris Ingram in the Triumph TR7
V8 and Seb Perez in a glorious Lancia Stratos
will wow the fans, there is every probability
that overall victory will return to the firm grasp
of the Escort Mk2 hordes this year.

With international stars Kris Meeke, Oliver
Solberg and Osian Pryce all lining up in full-spec

Oliver Solberg is among
the Escort Mk2 hordes

historic Mk2s alongside established Mk2 aces
such as Martin McCormack, Jason Pritchard,
Roger Chilman, Paul Barrett and Matthew
Robinson, the Escort onslaught is ferocious.
The ubiquitous BDG-engined Mk2 remains the
weapon of choice in historic rallying, and it’s
little wonder that Meeke, Solberg and Pryce all
opted to take the Escort route with barely a
glance towards other options.

Richard Tuthill will once again put up the
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Porsche challenge in the 911 used by
Champion in 2021, and has the pace to mix it
with the big boys, while Gregoire de Mevius
brings his wonderful Nissan 240RS from
Belgium. But the newer generation of historic
cars has yet to make an impression on the
event. Kevin Procter’s Ford Sapphire Cosworth
has had a troubled time so far while, further
down the order, Darren Martin switches

to a Subaru Legacy.

Another notable non-Escort entry is the
Chrysler Avenger of ex-Formula 1 TV pundit
Tony Jardine, whose fortunes Autosport will be
following throughout the event. Like Solberg’s
Escort, Jardine will be using sustainable fuel
to tackle the marathon contest.

But, ultimately, it’s hard to see much that
will truly mix it with the Escorts across five
days, unless Ingram can pull off a monster
result with the rumbling TR7 V8.
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BOOK REVIEW
CHARLES
LECLERC AND
THE TERRIBLE,
HORRIBLE, NO
GOOD, VERY
BAD MONACO
GRAND PRIX
Author Anita Driver
RRP: £11.99

Charles Leclerc has now failed to convert
any of his past 12 Formula 1 pole positions
into a race win. But if this wasn’t enough to
pile on the misery for Leclerc, Anita Driver
takes a satirical view of the Ferrari man’s
record at his home race.

Charles Leclerc and the Terrible, Horrible,
No Good, Very Bad Monaco Grand Prixis a
bizarre yet compelling “book of sadness
and disappointment for children”, which
follows the journey of the titular driver
from a child watching from his window,
to the race winning F1 competitor of
the modern day.

While, obviously, based on real world
events and the fabled ‘Monaco Curse’ that
has haunted Leclerc throughout his career,
it would be advisable not to take this book
too seriously or as fact - especially if you
happen to be reading this while working
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in the Ferrari legal department!

Much as with Driver’s other release
previously reviewed by Autosport -
Overtake My Heart: Thicc Ric races for love
(featured in the 21 September edition,
for those interested) - the dedication sets
the tone for what is to come. “Dedicated
to Charles Leclerc. Someone please
rescue him from his Ferrari contract.”

A key factor of a children’s book is
having a good rhythm and flow to the
words and this is present throughout,
with pages largely of between eight and
10 lines. Again, a theme of children’s
books is a rhyming structure. While this
is present, some of the rhymes are more
than a little contrived for comedic effect.

Keeping to the topic of things commonly
found in children’s books, the illustrations
are absolutely beautiful, with highly
stylised and brightly coloured images
that demand attention. One memorable
example is a less than flattering image
of then-Ferrari team principal Mattia
Binotto, which caused a belly laugh.
This was only added to by the fictional
quote timed during the 2022 race as
Leclerc led: “He can’t win this race,
that’s not the Ferrari way. Let’s screw
up his strategy and end this display.”

Moving back briefly to the images,

there is one distraction that cannot
be ignored once noticed, where an
on-track crash is depicted with cars
that lack drivers. A minor gripe and
not one that a child may notice, but
one that remains nonetheless.

The best thing about this book is the
clear knowledge and love of Formula 1 with
which it has been written. Yes, it is pure
satire, but Ferrari mechanics responding
“we are checking” to strategy queries, and
the suggestion that Leclerc should switch

Leclerc’s record at his
home race unlikely
to make him smile



http://AUTOSPORT.COM
http://AUTOSPORT.COM

FINISHING STRAIGHT

“AUTOSPORT

Leclerc’s 2021
Monaco Grand Prix:
terrible, horrible,
no good, very bad

[autosport.com/podcast]

AND MOTORSPORT

=
<
I
x
o
=
o
w

Las Vegas Grand Prix review

The Las Vegas Grand Prix saw multiple leaders and battles
throughout the field, with incidents and penalties ultimately
deciding the podium order. Martyn Lee is joined by our experts
to discuss how the race was won. Filip Cleeren is in Las Vegas,

to “plan M” in the infamous alphabet
of strategy plans, reflect this passion
and are guaranteed to make fans laugh
or, perhaps more appropriately if they
are also Ferrari aficionados, cry.

One final thing that is commonplace
in children’s literature is a moral at the
conclusion. Without spoiling what this
is in this instance, it’s one that recent
on-track performances may contradict,
but one that remains amusing all the same.

During this review, we have frequently
referred to this as a children’s book. But
as an adult, this review can only be so
authentic. To get the real picture from
a child, we have once again called on
the unofficial Autosport toddler intern.

While being read with suitable
articulations and poorly recreated
accents, there were real moments of
concern for Leclerc as well as moments
of laughter. But as was expected, it was
the imagery that got the biggest reaction,
with the aforementioned picture of
Binotto that got the biggest laugh.

For F1 fans with children, this is
certainly a book that can be recommended
and one that will provide entertainment
for both parents and their offspring -
just don'’t take it too seriously!

SAM HALL

plus we’re joined by Jake Boxall-Legge and Sam Hall.

WHAT’S ON

Formula 2

Round 13/13

Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi
25-26 November

& Live Sky Sports F1,
Sat 1215, Sun 0910

INTERNATIONAL
MOTORSPORT

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

F1 World Championship

Round 22/22

Yas Marina, Abu Dhabi

26 November Valencia Grand Prix

E&] Live Sky Sports F1, MotoGP Round 20/20

Sun 1255 Valencia, Spain

Highlights Sky Sports 25-26 November

F1, Sun 1630, Channel 4, Live TNT Sports 2, Sat

1730 1330, Sun 1330, ITV1, 1200
K22 Highlights ITV4, 2000

AbL; Dhabi Grand Prix

Australian Supercars
Round 12/12

Adelaide, Australia
25-26 November

& Live TNT Sports 2,
Sat 0400, Sun 0400

Brazilian Stock Car
Championship
Round 11/12
Cascavel, Brazil
26 November

) Livestream

Motorsport.tv] Sun 0430
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Ark Racing Limited | Units 8-15 Croft Street
Willenhall | WV13 2NU | United Kingdom

www.arkracing.com| +44(0)845 557 7408
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FORD GEARBOX SPECIALIST
CLASSIC TO RACE

3 Rail, Type 2, Type 3,
Type 5, Type 9, Type E
TALK TO US FOR YOUR REQUIREMENTS

ALL QUIET HELICAL GEARS

Modified, Close Ratios, Heavy Duty
50 Years of Experience
Complete Boxes and Parts
Mail Order or Collection

Telephone: 01580 714114

bghgeartech@btconnect.com
www.bghgeartech.co.uk Kent, TN17 3LE
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+ Robust Design
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ORMULA 1 FINALE VEN

Yas Marina will become the most-used destination
for an F1 finale this weekend. But 2021 drama aside,
it has lacked thrilling moments. We rate the best

JAMES NEWBOLD

moltorsport
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WATKINS GLEN

F1 racing at Watkins Glen will

forever be associated with the
accidents that claimed Francois Cevert
and Helmuth Koinigg. And only in 1974,
when Emerson Fittipaldi defeated Clay
Regazzoni, was the world title up for
grabs in the eight occasions it hosted the
finale between 1961 and 1980. But what
it lacks there, the undulating upstate
New York track makes up for in character.

MEXICO CITY
4 In a seven-year run hosting the

final round, none could match
the drama of the 1964 Mexican Grand Prix
that ended with John Surtees claiming the
spoils thanks to Jim Clark’s late engine
woe and astute Ferrari tactics. Graham Hill
had entered that race leading the points,
but a fine victory in 1968 to clinch his
second title over Jackie Stewart made up
for his disappointment four years prior.
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SUZUKA

Some of Suzuka’s most famous

F1 moments occurred prior to it
staging the finale for the first time in 1996.
But even if Prost-Senna shenanigans aren’t
counted here, there were plenty of great
moments from a truly magic track during
three stints as the season closer. Triumphs
for Mika Hakkinen in 1998-99 extended
Ferrari’s long title wait, but eighth was
enough for Michael Schumacher in 2003.
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INTERLAGOS

Risk of rain always brings an

element of jeopardy to the
Brazilian Grand Prix weekend, amplifying
the spectacle when it staged the final
round on seven occasions between 2004
and 2013. Beyond Lewis Hamilton’s last-
gasp 2008 efforts, the showdown in 2012
is in the conversation as one of the best
ever, while Michael Schumacher went
down fighting on his 2006 farewell.

ADELAIDE
1 Yas Marina will only surpass its

status as the most frequented
final round venue this weekend, having
held the honourin 11 years from 1985 to
1995. But the street track gets top billing
also because its driving challenge is right
up there, while the events of 1994 held
claim to be the most controversial at a
title decider until 2021. As for 19867 “And
colossally, that’s Mansell” is TV gold.
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FROM THE ARCHIVE
Francois Cevert adopts a sublime
angle of drift in his Tyrrell 006
during the 1973 British Grand Prix
at Silverstone. Somewhat off the
pace of team-mate Jackie Stewart,

the Frenchman qualified seventh,
one place behind the McLaren M23 of
Jody Scheckter, who at the end of the
race’s opening lap triggered one of
Formula 1’s most infamous incidents,
his loss of control, resulting spin and

the crash that followed eliminating
nine cars. Cevert managed to evade
the chaos, and in the restarted race
finished a lonely fifth, the depleted
field nevertheless helping to bolster
his third place in the points.
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JEAN ALESI MY FAVOURITE... TEAM-MATE

he careers of Jean Alesi
T and Gerhard Berger feel
entwined, given their five
Formula 1 seasons as
team-mates and simultaneous moves
from Ferrari to Benetton for 1996.

After three years at McLaren, Berger
rejoined Ferrariin 1993 as an eight-
time grand prix winner, scoring four of
those successes during three previous
seasons at Maranello. Ironically, given
the genial relationship that lay ahead,
Alesi immediately viewed Berger’s
arrival as a big threat.

“TI was shocked about this very bad
season we had in 1992,” says Alesi. “But
I was giving my maximum as always, to
keep [morale in] the team up. When they
signed Gerhard for 1993, he arrived as a
doctor, you know, an experienced driver
to fix the team. That annoyed me a lot.

“Gazzetta dello Sport reported all the
details of his contract as number one
driver, so I complained to Niki [Lauda]
and he was super as always: Jean,
don’t worry’, he said, ‘just ask for more
money!’ I said, ‘Niki, I don’t give a shit
about money, I just want the same
status as him.’ So, he said he would
talk to [Luca] di Montezemolo, and he
came back the next day to tell me he’d
arranged for me to be gifted an F1 car
from 1992! I said, ‘No, Niki, that was not

what I asked for...” but it worked out OK.
“When we started work together,

I found Gerhard a very fair person,

he was very straight. And this I liked.

Of course, he was a great competitor

and we fought hard sometimes, but

he understood that this position as

‘number one’ was not really useful to

him, so he never went to the team and

demanded more testing or the spare car

or anything. We had equal treatment.”

They started as team-mates in 77
grands prix from 1993 to 1997; three
years together at Ferrari, then two
more at Benetton from 1996, as
Michael Schumacher and Eddie
Irvine replaced them.

Between them they won three races
as team-mates, with Berger winning in
Germany in 1994 and 1997, and Alesi’s
sole career victory coming in the 1995
Canadian GP. Alesi reflects: “With
Gerhard, I always had the best times.”
CHARLES BRADLEY

IN NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE

Abu Dhabi season finale,

WHO WILL FINISH 2023 ON TOP?
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