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Welcome back.
Neon Union, Restless Road and Tigirlily Gold are all nomi-

nated for the first time in the 59th annual Academy of Country 
Music Awards. But their arrival on the final ballot marks a re-
turn of the new vocal group or duo of the year trophy for the first 
time in five years. 

LANCO took home the 
hardware when it was last 
presented in 2019, but it’s 
been a veritable desert 
for qualifying acts since 
then. The ACM requires 
a minimum of three eli-
gible nominees to f ield 
each of its three new art-
ist categories — new male, 
new female and new group 
or duo — and while there 
were duos and groups in 
circulation during the interim years, they didn’t quite meet the 
criteria. The key data point was the ACM’s requirement that an 
artist needed to hit the top 40 on Billboard’s Hot Country Songs 
chart or in Mediabase. The only act that met that goal was now-
defunct Gone West, who reached the top 30 in 2020, but since 
member Colbie Caillat was already an established artist, the 
group was not eligible.

For this year’s ballot, the ACM expanded the criteria to top 50 
and — voilà! — three artists made the grade as finalists for the 
May 16 ceremony. 

“That was a really big topic of discussion with our awards vot-

ing and membership committee,” says ACM chief of staff/vp of 
artist and industry relations, board administration and gover-
nance Tommy Moore. “At the Academy, we really try to pride 
ourselves on being on the forefront of inclusivity for new artists 
and really want to give them the opportunity to shine.”

Not surprisingly, the nominees in the category appreciate that 
opportunity.

“We had heard through 
the grapevine that they 
were bringing back the 
new duo or group of the 
year category, but we still 
thought it would be a long 
shot to get nominated,” 
Neon Union’s Andrew 
Millsaps notes. 

The lack of new duo or 
group options is a glaring 
reality. The prospects have 

been so glum during the last four years that even if the ACM had 
loosened the chart requirement to the top 50 during that win-
dow, the industry still would not have mustered three qualify-
ing entries.

Part of that dearth is the nature of the beast. Particularly in 
the digital era, it’s much easier for a solo artist to make simple 
videos and post them on YouTube or TikTok and start building 
a following. The effort required to form a band or duo, schedule 
rehearsals and plan marketing schemes is far more challenging 
for an ensemble. And handling relationships — both inside the act 
and with a larger ring of family and associates — creates more ten-

They’re Ba-a-ck! ACM Welcomes New Group 
And Duo Nominees After A Lengthy Absence
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sion, making it harder during the hungry years when meager earnings are split.
“Being a group or duo is such a delicate dynamic,” Tigirlily Gold’s Krista 

Slaubaugh says. “You can’t just slap two people together and call them a duo. 
You have to stick it out through the hard years because it’s not always going to 
be easy.”

Even filling out the new group/duo field is challenging. To get three nomi-
nees this year, the ACM allowed Restless Road into the category, even though 
it did not have a top 50 single in 2023. It had reached that level in 2022, and 
the group is currently charting with “Last Rodeo” (No. 58, Country Airplay).

“ T h e r e ’ s  b e e n 
a slower rol lout of 
bands, but I’m def i-
nitely starting to no-
tice a lot more,” says 
Restless Road’s Zach 
Beeken. He cites Flat-
land Cavalry, which 
secured its first ACM 
vocal group nomina-
tion this year.

Notably, The Red 
Clay Strays  could 

have been considered for new group or duo on the strength of “Wondering 
Why,” which hit No. 18 on the Hot Country Songs chart dated Dec. 30, 2023. 
But, Moore says, no one submitted them for consideration.

The ACM’s three new artist categories differ from the Country Music Asso-
ciation, which has a single new artist of the year field. And it’s advantageous, 
since it means more artists get their first major nomination from the ACM. All 
of 2024’s new group or duo finalists are first-time nominees, and they’ll always 
associate that with the ACM.

“We try to get them into the fold early on,” Moore says, “and we find that 
the more we can educate them on the Academy and the charitable aspect 
of ACM Lifting Lives, the more inclined they are to stick with us through-
out the years.”

Despite their first-time-nominee status, the three new group or duo contend-
ers should feel a bit at home. They all attended 2023’s ACMs in Frisco, Texas, 
and they will return to the same venue this year, trodding familiar turf as they 
perform at the ACM Kickoff Concerts and walk the same red carpet. But they’ll 
be doing it as finalists, which presents its own uncertainties. The winner will 
perform at the show, though they won’t know who that is until two days before 
the event. All the acts have musicians on hold in case they’re needed. They’ll 
also discover, perhaps for the first time, what it’s like performing a truncated 
version of a song for their peers.

“Obviously, I’d be focusing so much on doing a good job,” Slaubaugh says, 
“but then you look at, like, Chris Stapleton in the crowd? I guess we’ll cross 
that bridge when we get there.” 

Sara Evans (center) performed April 24 at the Uptown Theatre in Napa, 
Calif., during the annual Live in the Vineyard Goes Country event. She’s 
pictured with actress Tori Spelling (left) and former Dancing With the 
Stars cast member Cheryl Burke.

Kane Brown guested with Apple 
Music Country host Kelleigh 
Bannen on the May 3 episode of 
Today’s Country Radio.

Bill Anderson (right) received 
the Dr. David Godbold lifetime 
achievement award from the 
South Carolina Entertainment and 
Music Hall of Fame on April 25, 
which was presented by Godbold.
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MOST INCREASED PLAYS
TITLE Imprint/Label Artist GAIN
I HAD SOME HELP  Mercury/Republic    Post Malone & Morgan Wallen +2293
MILES ON IT  Joytime Collective/RCA Nashville    Marshmello & Kane Brown +1389
WRANGLERS  Vanner/Republic    Miranda Lambert +1093
TUCSON TOO LATE  MCA Nashville    Jordan Davis +910
COWGIRLS  Mercury/Republic/Big Loud    Morgan Wallen Featuring ERNEST +529
DIRT CHEAP  CoJo/Warner Music Nashville/WMN    Cody Johnson +453
YOUNG LOVE & SATURDAY NIGHTS  RCA Nashville    Chris Young +425
HALFWAY TO HELL  Bailee & Buddy/Broken Bow/BMG/Stoney Creek    Jelly Roll +406
SHE’S SOMEBODY’S DAUGHTER (REIMAGINED)  Patoka Sounds/Lyric Ridge    Drew Baldridge +394
TAKE HER HOME  Blue Chair/Warner Music Nashville/WEA    Kenny Chesney +350

MOST INCREASED AUDIENCE
TITLE Imprint/Label Artist

GAIN
(IN MIILIONS)

I HAD SOME HELP  Mercury/Republic    Post Malone & Morgan Wallen +10.359
MILES ON IT  Joytime Collective/RCA Nashville    Marshmello & Kane Brown +4.696
TUCSON TOO LATE  MCA Nashville    Jordan Davis +3.674
WRANGLERS  Vanner/Republic    Miranda Lambert +3.571
COWGIRLS  Mercury/Republic/Big Loud    Morgan Wallen Featuring ERNEST +2.320
WHERE THAT CAME FROM  Warner Music Nashville/WMN    Randy Travis +2.154
DIRT CHEAP  CoJo/Warner Music Nashville/WMN    Cody Johnson +1.914
YOUNG LOVE & SATURDAY NIGHTS  RCA Nashville    Chris Young +1.629
HALFWAY TO HELL  Bailee & Buddy/Broken Bow/BMG/Stoney Creek    Jelly Roll +1.538
A BAR SONG (TIPSY)  American Dogwood/Magnolia Music    Shaboozey +1.474

TEXAS REGIONAL RADIO REPORT
WEEK ENDING MAY 9, 2024

THIS 
WEEK

LAST 
WEEK

WKS ON 
CHART TITLE (Label) ARTIST

TW 
SPINS

SPINS 
+/–

l1 2 24 TEQUILA & JESUS   (Independent)  HH 1 Week at 1 HH  Amanda Kate Ferris 1472 126

l2 3 10 RUNNING OUT OF TIME   (Almost Country)  Casey Donahew ft. Pat Green, Randy Rogers & Wade Bowen 1321 5

l3 5 14 MILWAUKEE   (Island /IDJMG)  Wyatt Flores 1217 45

l4 9 20 HELLO TEXAS   (Flying C)  Brooke Graham 1160 100

l5 6 17 ALL THE ANGELENOS   (Boo Clap/Thirty Tigers)  Uncle Lucius 1151 47

l6 10 15 SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING   (Independent)  James Robert Webb 1111 51

l7 12 11 THE RESCUE   (Independent)  Bri Bagwell 1104 99

l8 11 14 $10 COWBOY   (Son of Davy/Thirty Tigers)  Charley Crockett 1091 57

l9 14 13 TE NECESITO   (Independent)  Matt Castillo 1066 115

10 4 22 SOMEBODY’S BABY   (Independent)  Jon Stork 1061 -149

THIS 
WEEK

LAST 
WEEK

WKS ON 
CHART TITLE (Label) ARTIST

TW 
SPINS

SPINS 
+/–

l11 13 17 8 SECONDS AT A TIME   (Independent)  Ryder Grimes 1051 70

12 7 24 HE SINGS FOR MARY   (Independent)  Hayden Haddock 1039 -35

l13 15 16 NEON   (Independent)  Mikayla Lane 975 56

14 8 17 WAY IT GOES   (Independent)  Mike Ryan 962 -105

15 1 26 PROMISE YOU ME   (Independent)  Grant Gilbert 939 -564

16 16 8 DON’T HAVE TO DO THIS LIKE THAT   (Flatland Cavalry/Interscope Records)  Flatland Cavalry 926 31

l17 21 6 RAININ ON ME   (Independent)  Wade Bowen 896 149

l18 19 15 BLUE SKY GOODBYE   (Independent)  Drew Fish Band 850 26

l19 20 9 HUNT YOU DOWN   (Independent)  Kaitlin Butts 838 26

20 18 17 I WON’T GIVE UP   (Independent)  Randy Rogers Band 790 -42

RECURRENTS
THIS 

WEEK TITLE Imprint/Label Artist
TOTAL AUD. 

(IN MILLIONS)
1 WORLD ON FIRE  RCA Nashville  Nate Smith 18.700

2 FAST CAR  River House/Columbia Nashville  Luke Combs 16.464

3 TRUCK BED  Big Loud  HARDY 15.467

4 THINKIN’ BOUT ME  Mercury/Republic/Big Loud  Morgan Wallen 14.988

5 SAVE ME  Bailee & Buddy/Broken Bow/BMG/Stoney Creek  Jelly Roll With Lainey Wilson 14.757

6 LAST NIGHT  Mercury/Republic/Big Loud  Morgan Wallen 13.643

7 MAN MADE A BAR  Mercury/Republic/Big Loud  Morgan Wallen Featuring Eric Church 9.759

8 DANCIN’ IN THE COUNTRY  Hubbard House/EMI Nashville  Tyler Hubbard 8.741

9 CAB IN A SOLO  Triple Tigers  Scotty McCreery 8.511

10 SHE HAD ME AT HEADS CAROLINA  Warner Music Nashville/WMN  Cole Swindell 8.297

Country Airplay

Texas Regional Radio Report Top 100 is compiled from weekly online playlist reports from 86 radio stations located in Texas and surrounding states, including reports from specialty 
shows, internet and satellite radio outlets. Songs are ranked by total plays. For tracking, complete chart methodology and more information, visit www.texasregionalradio.com, or 
contact Dave Smith at 972-252-8777. Copyright 2024, Texas Regional Radio Report

AIRPLAY 
MONITORED BY

Jordan Davis rolls up his fifth leader on Billboard’s Country Airplay chart 
as “Tucson Too Late” (MCA Nashville) ascends 3-1 on the survey (dated 
May 18). It increased by 14% to 30.5 million in audience May 3-9, according 
to Luminate.

The song was co-authored by two 
pairs of brothers: Jordan and Jacob 
Davis and Josh and Matt Jenkins. 
It’s from Jordan’s Bluebird Days, which 
arrived at its No. 3 best on Top Country 
Albums in March 2023, becoming his 
second and top-charting top 10. His 
rookie LP, Home State, entered at its 
No. 6 peak in April 2018. 

The 36-year-old from Shreveport, 
La., previously led Country Airplay 
with “What My World Spins Around,” 
for two frames in January 2023; “Buy 
Dirt” (featuring Luke Bryan; two weeks 
beginning in Januar y 2022); “Slow 
Dance in a Parking Lot” (one week, 
April 2020); and his debut hit, “Singles 
You Up” (one, April 2018).

NEW ‘COUNTRY’ TOP 10 Jason Aldean banks his 38th Country Airplay 
top 10 as “Let Your Boys Be Country” (Macon/Broken Bow) bumps 12-10 
(16 million, up 6%). It follows “Try That in a Small Town,” which reached 
No. 2 in October 2023 and became his 10th No. 1 on the multimetric Hot 
Country Songs chart and his first on the all-genre Billboard Hot 100.

Aldean boasts the eighth-most top 10s since Country Airplay launched 
in January 1990. Kenny Chesney and George Strait lead with 61 each, fol-
lowed by Tim McGraw (60), Alan Jackson (51), Keith Urban (44), Toby 
Keith (42) and Brooks & Dunn (41). Aldean breaks out of a tie with Reba 
McEntire, who leads all women with 37 top 10s. 

Jordan Davis’ ‘Tucson’ Travels To 
No. 1 On Country Airplay; 

Jason Aldean Adds His 38th Top 10

JORDAN DAVIS

ON THE CHARTS JIM ASKER jim.asker@billboard.com
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THIS  
WEEK

LAST  
WEEK

WKS 
ON 

CHART TITLE Imprint/Label Artist
AUDIENCE (IN MILLIONS) PLAYS

THIS WEEK +/– THIS WEEK +/– RANK

l1 3 38 TUCSON TOO LATE   MCA Nashville                         HH No. 1 (1 Week) HH   Jordan Davis 30.492 +3.674 7967 910 1

l2 2 35 BACK THEN RIGHT NOW   Hubbard House/EMI Nashville  Tyler Hubbard 27.731 +0.532 7449 61 2

l3 4 32 WHERE IT ENDS   Elektra/Warner Music Nashville/WEA  Bailey Zimmerman 27.282 +1.162 7225 157 3

4 1 42 OUTSKIRTS   MCA Nashville  Sam Hunt 27.226 -1.862 6442 -591 4

l5 7 17 HALFWAY TO HELL   Bailee & Buddy/Broken Bow/BMG/Stoney Creek  Jelly Roll 23.899 +1.538 6404 406 5

l6 6 26 TAKE HER HOME   Blue Chair/Warner Music Nashville/WEA  Kenny Chesney 23.696 +0.887 6178 350 6

7 8 44 PRETTY LITTLE POISON   717/Warner/WEA  Warren Zeiders 18.813 -1.080 4562 -328 8

l8 9 21 YOUR PLACE   Back Blocks/Big Loud  Ashley Cooke 18.489 +0.563 5278 267 7

9 5 26 WILDFLOWERS AND WILD HORSES   Broken Bow  Lainey Wilson 16.058 -8.365 4107 -3012 13

l10 12 24 LET YOUR BOYS BE COUNTRY   Macon/Broken Bow  Jason Aldean 16.036 +0.860 4395 211 9

l11 13 32 WE RIDE   Average Joes  Bryan Martin 15.213 +1.157 4328 258 10

12 11 67 FEARLESS (THE ECHO)   Big Machine  Jackson Dean 14.836 -0.399 4267 -11 11

13 14 47 WE DON’T FIGHT ANYMORE   Big Machine  Carly Pearce Featuring Chris Stapleton 13.911 -0.038 4185 -61 12

l14 16 35 YOUNG LOVE & SATURDAY NIGHTS   RCA Nashville  Chris Young 13.274 +1.629 3767 425 14

l15 15 13 BULLETPROOF   RCA Nashville  Nate Smith 12.961 +1.309 3731 318 15

l16 18 17 DIRT CHEAP   CoJo/Warner Music Nashville/WMN  Cody Johnson 12.359 +1.914 3326 453 17

l17 17 50 LOVE YOU AGAIN   Chase Matthew/Warner Music Nashville/WMN  Chase Matthew 10.978 +0.367 3439 220 16

l18 NEW I HAD SOME HELP   Mercury/Republic  HH Hot Shot Debut/Breaker/Most Increased Audience HH  Post Malone & Morgan Wallen 10.359 +10.359 2293 2293 23

l19 19 40 I’M NOT PRETTY   Megan Moroney/Columbia/Arista Nashville  Megan Moroney 9.614 +0.194 3071 68 18

l20 22 5 COWGIRLS   Mercury/Republic/Big Loud  Morgan Wallen Featuring ERNEST 9.608 +2.320 2402 529 22

l21 21 22 CHEVROLET   Broken Bow  Dustin Lynch Featuring Jelly Roll 8.737 +1.203 2636 311 21

22 20 33 CAN’T BREAK UP NOW   Columbia Nashville  Old Dominion & Megan Moroney 8.474 -0.495 2846 -76 19

l23 23 28 SHE’S SOMEBODY’S DAUGHTER (REIMAGINED)   Patoka Sounds/Lyric Ridge  Drew Baldridge 8.090 +1.425 2688 394 20

l24 24 16 ONE BAD HABIT   McGraw/Big Machine  Tim McGraw 6.478 +0.655 2289 73 24

l25 25 26 THIS IS MY DIRT   Valory  Justin Moore 5.275 +0.286 1884 159 27

l26 30 10 MESSED UP AS ME   Hit Red/Capitol Nashville  Keith Urban 5.087 +0.785 1722 54 28

l27 27 38 DANCE WITH YOU   Nashville Harbor  Brett Young 4.933 +0.168 1703 -16 30

l28 29 27 GONNA LOVE YOU   Stoney Creek  Parmalee 4.877 +0.132 1905 106 26

l29 28 27 RODEO MAN   Pearl/Big Machine  Garth Brooks & Ronnie Dunn 4.853 +0.106 2058 101 25

l30 NEW MILES ON IT   Joytime Collective/RCA Nashville        HH Breaker HH  Marshmello & Kane Brown 4.700 +4.696 1392 1389 34

Country Airplay AIRPLAY 
MONITORED BY

RANKINGS
Country Airplay is ranked by 
total audience impressions 
for the week ending Sunday 
based on monitored airplay 
by Mediabase of 145 stations 
by Luminate. Audience totals 
on the chart are derived, in 
part, using certain Nielsen 
Audio-copyrighted Persons 
12+ audience estimates (under 
license © 2024, Nielsen Audio). 
The list of all Country Airplay 
chart reporters can be viewed 
in Luminate’s online platform.

TIES
On Country Airplay, if two 
songs are tied in audience, the 
song with the larger increase in 
audience is placed first.

BULLETS
Awarded on Country Airplay 
to titles gaining audience 
or remaining flat from the 
previous week. A song 
will also receive a bullet 
if its percentage loss in 
audience does not exceed 
the percentage of monitored 
station downtime for the 
format. Titles that decline 
in audience but increase in 
detections will also receive 
a bullet if the total audience 
erosion for the week does not 
exceed 3%.

RECURRENTS
On Country Airplay, descending 
titles below No. 10 in either 
audience or detections are 
moved to recurrent after 20 
weeks, provided that they 
are not still gaining enough 
audience points to bullet or if 
they rank below No. 10 and 
post a third consecutive week 
of (non-bulleted) audience 
decline, regardless of total 
chart weeks. Plus, songs that 
ascend to a peak between Nos. 
1 and 5 will remain on the 
chart for one additional week 
even if dropping below No. 10.

HOT SHOT DEBUT
Awarded to the highest-ranking 
new entry on Country Airplay.

MOST INCREASED AUDIENCE
Most Increased Audience on 
Country Airplay lists the songs 
with the greatest week-to-week 
increases in total audience.

AIRPOWER
Awarded on Country Airplay to 
titles ranking inside top 20 in 
plays and audience rankings for 
the first time, with increases in 
both plays and audience.

BREAKER
Awarded on Country Airplay 
to titles achieving airplay (at 
least one detection) at 60% of 
reporting stations for the first 
time.

© 2024 Billboard Media, LLC

COUNTRY AIRPLAY CHART LEGEND
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THIS  
WEEK

LAST  
WEEK

WKS 
ON 

CHART TITLE Imprint/Label Artist
AUDIENCE (IN MILLIONS) PLAYS

THIS WEEK +/– THIS WEEK +/– RANK

l31 36 7 AUSTIN   VERSION III/Warner  Dasha 4.582 +1.009 1333 266 35

l32 32 5 LOVE YOU, MISS YOU, MEAN IT   Row Crop/Capitol Nashville  Luke Bryan 4.482 +0.410 1445 194 33

33 31 44 DRINKIN’ PROBLEMS   Riser House  Dillon Carmichael 4.092 -0.102 1710 -91 29

l34 33 14 BIGGER HOUSES   Warner Music Nashville/WAR  Dan + Shay 3.982 +0.015 1544 -16 31

l35 34 7 TIE UP   Home Grown/Warner Music Nashville/WAR  Zac Brown Band 3.953 +0.245 982 73 41

l36 35 18 SOUNDS LIKE THE RADIO   Leo33  Zach Top 3.902 +0.200 1461 42 32

l37 NEW WRANGLERS   Vanner/Republic                       HH Breaker HH  Miranda Lambert 3.571 +3.571 1093 1093 39

l38 37 11 AMERICAN GIRL   Tom Petty Legacy/Capitol Nashville/Valory  Dierks Bentley 3.293 +0.168 1203 103 36

l39 38 10 COWBOY SONGS   RECORDS Nashville  George Birge 3.096 +0.427 1143 114 37

l40 44 7 CALLED CRAZY   Interscope/MCA Nashville  Kassi Ashton 2.754 +0.837 622 164 50

l41 53 2 A BAR SONG (TIPSY)   American Dogwood/Magnolia Music  Shaboozey 2.467 +1.474 569 338 55

l42 41 8 DAMN GOOD DAY TO LEAVE   Nashville Harbor  Riley Green 2.419 +0.435 887 111 44

l43 39 28 FIND ANOTHER BAR   Voyager/Red Street  Chris Lane 2.334 +0.186 1121 81 38

l44 40 18 BOYS BACK HOME   PIA/Curb/Columbia Nashville  Dylan Marlowe & Dylan Scott 2.291 +0.264 953 51 43

l45 NEW WHERE THAT CAME FROM   Warner Music Nashville/WMN  Randy Travis 2.154 +2.154 413 413 -

l46 43 9 THIS TOWN’S BEEN TOO GOOD TO US   Curb  Dylan Scott 2.071 +0.139 798 31 48

l47 45 17 BREAKIN’ IN BOOTS   RECORDS/Columbia/RECORDS Nashville  Matt Stell 1.996 +0.206 1008 75 40

l48 42 9 WHATCHA SEE IS WHATCHA GET   Nashville Harbor  Chris Janson 1.921 -0.020 885 43 45

l49 46 4 FOREVER TO ME   Warner Music Nashville/WMN  Cole Swindell 1.734 -0.045 573 33 54

50 47 33 IN YOUR LOVE   Hickman Holler/RCA  Tyler Childers 1.679 -0.092 963 -93 42

l51 48 24 LOVE YOU BACK   Nashville Harbor  Lady A 1.671 -0.050 844 25 47

l52 50 12 I THINK I’M IN LOVE WITH YOU   Sound/Mercury Nashville  Chris Stapleton 1.657 +0.335 615 20 52

53 26 2 DRINKIN’ BUDDIES   Curb  Lee Brice, Nate Smith & Hailey Whitters 1.655 -3.213 505 -574 57

l54 49 14 I TRIED A RING ON   Monument  Tigirlily Gold 1.489 +0.017 852 -25 46

l55 52 6 LIFE WITH YOU   Curb  Kelsey Hart 1.425 +0.160 757 72 49

l56 54 3 FRIENDS LIKE THAT   Night Train/Broken Bow  HH Breaker HH  John Morgan Featuring Jason Aldean 1.354 +0.469 596 172 53

57 51 30 I’M IN LOVE   Songs & Daughters/Pigasus/Big Loud  Hailey Whitters 1.270 -0.022 617 -26 51

l58 55 11 LAST RODEO   1021/RCA Nashville  Restless Road 0.877 +0.058 419 -13 60

l59 NEW BREAK MINE   EMI Nashville                        HH Breaker HH  Brothers Osborne 0.846 +0.270 337 138 -

l60 59 3 COUNTRY BACK   Magnolia Music  Randy Houser 0.811 +0.062 516 89 56

Country Airplay AIRPLAY 
MONITORED BY

Old Dominion’s Matthew Ramsey (center), who narrated a new Ryman 
Auditorium exhibit, attended the April 24 opening of the Elvis Presley 
celebration, “From Memphis to the Ryman.” With him are Ryman GM 
Gary Levy and Ryman senior concerts booking manager Morgan Pitt.

T. Graham Brown joined the Grand Ole Opry during the May 3 
broadcast of the WSM-AM Nashville show. From left: Johnstone 
Entertainment president/artist manager Cole Johnstone, Brown, 
Vince Gill and Opry senior vp/executive producer Dan Rogers.
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RADIO & RECORDS®
Empire Nashville promoted Heather Vassar to senior vp of operations from 
vp of marketing and boosted Sarah-Beth Gerlecz to director of business and 
legal affairs from Nashville counsel. The company also hired director of A&R 
Hannah Galluzzi, who spent the last six years with Universal Music Group 
Nashville, most recently as manager of A&R … KUBL Salt Lake City picked 
up John E. Kage as its new PD, just weeks after he left iHeartMedia/Denver, 
where he served as PD for both country KWBL and top 40 KDHT … Tori Dunn 
joined Cumulus/Stockton-Modesto, Calif., as promotions director and KATM 
morning co-host. She transfers from Cumulus/Boise, Idaho, where she served 
as marketing director for the cluster and KIZN midday cohost … Beasley/Las 
Vegas promoted Ashley McIntyre to local sales manager from senior account 
executive. The six-station cluster includes country KCYE … KTHI Boise flipped 
to country from classic hits on May 6, The Idaho Statesman reported … Mike 
“Sandman” Sanders joined WZZK Birmingham, Ala., as PD, according to 
RadioInk.com. He arrives after working weekends at adult contemporary WJXA 
Nashville … WULF Elizabethtown, Ky., midday host Kevin Jaggers added PD 
stripes, RadioInk.com reported … Late-morning personality Drew Walker parted 
ways with WUSN Chicago after two decades, according to RadioInsight.com, 
teasing another Windy City gig on the horizon on his way out the door … McVay 
Media president Mike McVay and Skyview Networks president/CEO Steve 
Jones will receive the giants of broadcasting and electronic arts award from 
the Library of American Broadcasting Foundation on Nov. 12 at New York’s 
Gotham Hall … Nonprofit Mentoring and Inspiring Women in Radio named 
WKML Fayetteville, N.C., PD/morning co-host Sarah Weaver its first country 
radio mentee. The program offers a full year of networking and development 
along with attendance at the Country Radio Seminar … Former Associated 
Press Radio correspondent Natalie Windsor, 72, died May 5 in Los Angeles 
following a major stroke, according to AP Connecting. She spent 20 years with 
AP, pointedly including country music in her celebrity coverage.

’ROUND THE ROW
The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum hired two writer-editors: 
former Rolling Stone writer-editor Jon Freeman and singer-songwriter Allison 
Moorer. The museum also promoted three staffers: Brad Henton rises to senior 
director of culinary, event and museum sales from director of museum sales 
and guest experience, Paige Maillet ascends to director of guest experience 
from associate director of guest relations, and Kayleigh Shoemaker is 
bumped to director of public programs from senior manager … Los Angeles-
based Full Coverage Communications hired vp Taylor Vaughn, formerly 
Republic vp of media, and welcomed publicist Amy McBrayer, who leaves 
a similar role at Press Here. Full Coverage clients include Tim McGraw and 
Carly Pearce … Eclipse Music Group and Electric Feel Publishing signed 
Jackson Nance to a songwriting deal … Artist-writer Derek Austin inked a 
publishing contract with Warner Chappell Nashville and a management deal 

with WHY&HOW … Songwriter Jenn Schott (“7500 OBO,” “Better Than 
You Left Me”) joined the SMACKSongs writing staff … Sony Music Publishing 
Nashville inked Brian Fuller to a songwriting contract … Teen country artist 
Maddox Batson picked up a booking deal with WME Nashville … Zach John 
King tapped the Neal Agency for concert booking … Rise Music Group agreed 
to manage country trio Hayefield … The Songwriters Hall of Fame inducted the 
late Cindy Walker (“You Don’t Know Me,” “Cherokee Maiden”) on April 19. 
The event took place at Nashville’s Columbia Studio A, during a master session 
featuring Liz Rose (“Girl Crush,” “You Belong With Me”), one of Walker’s 
ardent admirers … Reba McEntire is the central character in Happy’s Place, 
a sitcom that was greenlit by NBC, according to The Hollywood Reporter. The 
series reteams her with several actors and production staffers from the Reba 
sitcom, including comedic actor Melissa Peterman … Paced by song of the 
year entry “In Your Love,” Tyler Childers snagged three nominations in the 
Americana Music Honors and Awards, announced May 7. He joins Sierra Ferrell 
as the leading nominees, with each up for artist, album and song of the year. 
Also on the list are double-nominee Brandy Clark, Charley Crockett, Jason 
Isbell and The Red Clay Strays. Go here for the full ballot … Post Malone, 
Parker McCollum, Nate Smith, Blake Shelton and Gwen Stefani are among 
the most recently announced performers for the 59th annual Academy of 
Country Music Awards on May 16 in Frisco, Texas … “Boxes,” written by Nate 
Smith, Chris Sligh and Sash McVeigh, took first place in the country division of 
the International Songwriting Competition, a multigenre contest that includes 
Rosanne Cash, Kristian Bush and Gabby Barrett among the judges. Go here 
for a full list of winners … Lainey Wilson joins the cast of country stars with 
Downtown Nashville bars as she plans to open Bell Bottoms Up in the building 
that previously hosted Florida Georgia Line’s FGL House … TidalWave Comics 
published a 22-page comic book, Female Force: Taylor Swift, centered on 
the singer’s charitable efforts … Thirty country artists helped the Country 
Music Association notify this year’s honorees in the CMA Foundation Music 
Teachers of Excellence program on May 7. The recipients, who live in eight 
different states, will be recognized during a Sept. 17 Nashville event … Craig 
Campbell hosts his 10th annual Celebrity Cornhole Challenge & Concert on 
June 4 in Nashville ahead of CMA Fest. Proceeds benefit the Kenny Campbell 
Foundation … Miranda Lambert will hold an Oct. 5 Music for Mutts benefit 
concert at Nashville’s Ascend Amphitheater … Marcus King established the 
Curfew Foundation to assist musicians battling mental health issues and 
addiction … The Nashville School of Traditional Country Music, founded by 
Nikki Lane and Kevin Martin, has received nonprofit status. Go here for more 
information … Tracy Lawrence raised over $250,000 for the homeless with his 
Mission:Possible golf tournament on May 6 … Songwriter Wayland Holyfield, 
82, died May 6 in Nashville. A member of the Nashville Songwriters Hall of 
Fame, he held a leading role as a mentor in the community after rolling up a 
lengthy hit list, including Anne Murray’s “Could I Have This Dance,” Crystal 
Gayle’s “I’ll Do It All Over Again,” Charley Pride’s “Never Been So Loved 
(In All My Life),” Don Williams’ “You’re My Best Friend” and Billy Dean’s 
“Only Here for a Little While.” 

NASHVILLE & NATIONAL TOM ROLAND tom.roland@billboard.com

Big Loud CEO/partner Seth England (center) was recognized May 1 as 
a 2024 recipient of the T.J. Martell Foundation lifetime music industry 
award. The honor will be presented Sept. 17 in New York. He’s flanked 
by Martell chairman of the board of trustees John Esposito (left) and 
Republic executive vp of business and legal affairs and business 
development Steve Gawley.
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Cole Swindell performed May 2 at the Coffee Butler Amphitheater 
during the Key West Songwriters Festival, presented by BMI, in 
Florida. From left: BMI Nashville assistant vp of creative Mason Hunter, 
BMI president/CEO Michael O’Neill, Swindell and BMI Nashville vp of 
creative Clay Bradley and assistant vp of creative Leslie Roberts.

https://americanamusic.org/awards/nominees/
https://www.songwritingcompetition.com/winners
http://nashvillecountryschool.com/
mailto:tom.roland%40billboard.com?subject=


TWO BIG CHEERS
for our 2024 Billboard Country 
Power Players

JOHNNY CHIANG
Vice President,  
Music Programming – Country,  
SiriusXM & Pandora

BEKAH DIGBY
Associate Director,  
Talent & Industry Relations –  
Country & Christian, SiriusXM & Pandora
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Congrats from your friends at
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Country Airplay Index
A      

AMERICAN GIRL  Almo Music Corp., ASCAP/Tarka 
Music, ASCAP  (T.E.Petty)  38

AUSTIN  ROSCAMP PUBLISHING, ASCAP/Travis 
Heidelman Music, BMI/Dash, BMI/Adam Wendler 
Publishing Designee, GEMA  (A.D.Novotny, K.T.Heidelman, 
A.Wendler, C.R.Arnspiger)  31

B      

BACK THEN RIGHT NOW  T Tree Music, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Big Music 
Machine, BMI/Big Ass Pile Of Dimes Music, BMI/Works 
by Range Music Partners, BMI/Warbanger Publishing, 
BMI/Songs of Spirit II Nashville, ASCAP/Spirit Vault 
Songs, ASCAP/4Ever Songs, ASCAP  (T.R.Hubbard, J.J.Dillon, 
G.Warburton, D.A.Garcia)  2

A BAR SONG (TIPSY)  WC Music Corp., ASCAP/
S2 Songs LLC, BMI/Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI/Range 
Media Partners LLC, ASCAP/EMI April Music, Inc., ASCAP/
Hood Hop Music, ASCAP/Tarpo Music Publishing, ASCAP/
Kobalt Songs Music Publishing LLC, ASCAP  (C.O.Chibueze, 
S.C.Cook, N.Sastry, J.Jones, J.Kent, M.Williams)  41

BIGGER HOUSES  Beats And Banjos, ASCAP/WC 
Music Corp., ASCAP/Concord Sounds, ASCAP/First Cut 
Is The Deepest Inc, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI/Speakers Go Boom Songs, BMI/SugarPlum 
Songs, ASCAP/Tacklebox Publishing, ASCAP/Sony Tree 
Publishing, BMI/Turtle Garden Publishing, BMI  (A.Albert, 
D.Smyers, J.T.Minton, J.Reynolds)  34

BOYS BACK HOME  Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI/Songs of PIA Entertainment, BMI/WC Music 
Corp., ASCAP/Songs From The Rose Hotel, ASCAP/W.C.M. 
Music Corp., SESAC/Situation Songs, SESAC  (D.Marlowe, 
S.Ennis, J.A.Fox)  44

BREAKIN’ IN BOOTS  Endurance Alpha, 
ASCAP/124 Records, ASCAP/Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI/BRRCOFFEE, BMI/W.C.M. Music 
Corp., SESAC/Situation Songs, SESAC/Dead Aim Music, 
BMI/Lil Sebastian Music, BMI/Young Guns Publishing, 
LLC, BMI/Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., 
BMI  (M.Stell, N.Cyphert, J.A.Fox, B.M.Stennis)  47

BREAK MINE  Trampy McCauley, ASCAP/All The 
Kings Pens, ASCAP/Songstein Publishing, ASCAP/WC 
Music Corp., ASCAP/Smackworks Music, SESAC/King 
Pen Songs, SESAC/Smackstreet Music, GMR/Tempo 
Investments-Smack Songs, GMR/Warner Geo Met Ric 
Music, GMR  (J.Osborne, T.J. Osborne, P.Good, S.McAnally)  59

BULLETPROOF  Sony Cross Keys Publishing, 
ASCAP/Caleb’s College Fund, ASCAP/Round Hill Songs 
II, ASCAP/Ben There Wrote That Publishing, BMI/Songs 
Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/Artist 
101 Publishing Group, BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/
Tape Room Hits, BMI/WC Music Corp., ASCAP/Nontypical 
Music, ASCAP/Who Wants To Buy My Publishing, ASCAP 
 (A.G.Gorley, B.Johnson, H.Phelps)  15

C      

CALLED CRAZY  Wolf Shirt Publishing, BMI/
Creative Pulse Music, BMI/Concord Copyrights, BMI/
Twelve6 Sequoia, SESAC/W.C.M. Music Corp., SESAC/Sony 
Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/WeisOwl, ASCAP  (K.Ashton, 
J.Keim, E.L.Weisband)  40

CAN’T BREAK UP NOW  WC Music Corp., 
ASCAP/Bird And Bean Music, ASCAP/Razor And Tie Music 
Publishing, BMI/Concord Copyrights, BMI/Tofer The 
Musical, BMI/Weistribe Publishing, ASCAP/Sony Cross 
Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Trevor’s Advocate Publishing, 
ASCAP/Twelve6 Dogwood, ASCAP  (M.Ramsey, T. Rosen, 
T.Brown, E.L.Weisband)  22

CHEVROLET  Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI/Family 
Farm Songs, BMI/WC Music Corp., ASCAP/Where I 
Started Music Publishing, ASCAP/Who Wants To Buy My 
Publishing, ASCAP/Nontypical Music, ASCAP/Almo Music 
Corp., ASCAP  (C.McGill, J.L.Alexander, H.Phelps, M.Williams)  21

COUNTRY BACK  Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/I’m 
Your Huckleberry Music, BMI/Sony Accent, ASCAP/
Nepasongs, ASCAP  (R.Houser, M.Rogers)  60

COWBOY SONGS  Wide Open, ASCAP/Endurance 
Alpha, ASCAP/Peermusic III, Ltd., BMI/Songs Of Smack, 
BMI/W.C.M. Music Corp., SESAC/Cinq Songs, SESAC/Boom 
Town Songs, SESAC/More McGinntellectual Property, 
SESAC  (G.Birge, M.Tyler, M.McGinn, L.Guzman)  39

COWGIRLS  Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., 
BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Sony Cross Keys 
Publishing, ASCAP/Michael Scott Paper Company 
Publishing Company, ASCAP/James Maddocks 
Publishing Designee, ASCAP/Songs Of Universal, Inc., 
BMI/Ern Dog Music, BMI/Sony Songs LLC, BMI  (R.H.Block, 
A.G.Gorley, J.Maddocks, E.K.Smith, Charlie Handsome)  20

TITLE  Publishing-Licensing Org.  
 (Songwriter)  Chart Position

D      

DAMN GOOD DAY TO LEAVE  Warner-
Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Back 40 Publishing 
International, BMI/Duckman Publishing, BMI/Flatland 
Boy Music, BMI/Hits Songs Of 50 Egg Music, BMI/
Wildhawk Publishing, BMI/Spirit Nashville Two 
Crescendo, ASCAP/Spirit Vault Songs, ASCAP/Prestige 
Countrywide, ASCAP  (R.Green, Erik Dylan, J.D.Singleton, 
N.Walsh)  42

DANCE WITH YOU  Super Big Music, ASCAP/
Caliville Publishing, ASCAP/Here Comes The Boom 
Music, BMI/First Cut Is The Deepest Inc, BMI/Round Hill 
Songs II, ASCAP/JRM3, ASCAP/Muse Magic, ASCAP/Songs 
Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/Sony Tree 
Publishing, BMI  (B.Young, J.T.Minton, J.Robbins)  27

DIRT CHEAP  Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., 
BMI/Write Or Die Music, BMI/Write The Lightning 
Publishing, BMI  (J.Phillips)  16

DRINKIN’ BUDDIES  Concord Tunes, SESAC/
Magnolia Dawn Music, SESAC/Sony Countryside, BMI/
Anthem Honor Publishing, BMI/Revinyl House, BMI/
Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Monsters Hate 
Puppies Publishing, ASCAP  (J.T.Wilson, Z.Kale, C. DeStefano) 
 53

DRINKIN’ PROBLEMS  Big Music Machine, 
BMI/50 Egg Music, BMI/Peermusic III, Ltd., BMI/Townes 
Van Hawke Publishing, BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/
Larkin Hill Publishing, BMI/MV2 Music, BMI  (L.Combs, Erik 
Dylan, R.Fulcher, T.Archer)  33

F      

FEARLESS (THE ECHO)  Little Louder 
Songs, BMI/Emileon Songs, BMI/Songs Of Kobalt 
Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI  (J.Dean, C.L.Dick, 
J.S.Sherwood)  12

FIND ANOTHER BAR  Big Big Plans Publishing, 
BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI/Red Bandana Publishing, BMI/
MV2 Music, BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Phat Racoon, 
SESAC/Universal Tunes, SESAC  (C.Lane, J.Thompson, 
J.A.Ebach)  43

FOREVER TO ME  Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/
Colden Rainey Music, BMI/Songs Of Universal, Inc., BMI/
Hold On Can I Get A Number 1 Music, BMI/Long And 
Curly Entertainment, BMI/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI  (C.Swindell, 
G.James, R.H.Block)  49

FRIENDS LIKE THAT  Triple Play Music, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Songs For 
Margo, ASCAP/Sea Gayle Pub House Publishing, ASCAP/
Music Of The Corn, ASCAP/WC Music Corp., ASCAP/
WritersonthecornPublishing, BMI  (J.Morgan, B.Anderson, 
W.L.Bundy, L.Vaughan)  56

G      

GONNA LOVE YOU  Sony Countryside, BMI/Songs 
By Slip Joint, BMI/Reservoir 416, BMI/33 Creative, BMI/
Concord Copyrights, BMI/Camp James Music, BMI/Rio 
Bravo Music, Inc., BMI/Major Bob Productions, BMI  (M.
Thomas, D.Fanning, A.Dean, A.Sheridan)  28

H      

HALFWAY TO HELL  Bailee’s Ballads, BMI/BMG 
Platinum Songs US, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI/Songs Of Influence, BMI/Songs For The 
Munch Music, BMI/Songs Of Madfun, ASCAP/WC Music 
Corp., ASCAP/Jenktown, ASCAP/Big Music Machine, BMI/
Big Ass Pile Of Dimes Music, BMI  (J.B.DeFord, J.Frasure, 
M.Jenkins, J.J.Dillon)  5

I      

I HAD SOME HELP  Not Listed  (Not Listed)  18

I’M IN LOVE  Mr. Canoe Music, BMI/Better Boat Music, 
BMI/James Edward Allen BMI Publishing Designee, 
BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Songs 
Of Influence, BMI/A Town Called Winner, BMI/Songs Of 
Universal, Inc., BMI/Songs With Words That Rhyme With 
Truck, BMI  (C.Bedell, N.Galyon, L.T.Miller)  57

I’M NOT PRETTY  Georgiamo Music, SESAC/
Sony Timber Publishing, SESAC/Major Bob Music, Inc., 
ASCAP/Tack Mack Tunes, BMI/Speakers Go Boom Songs, 
BMI/Redneck Resume Music, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI  (M.Moroney, B.Williams, M.E.Carpenter, 
M.Carpenter)  19

IN YOUR LOVE  Hickman Holler Songs, BMI/
Hares And Haints Publishing, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI  (T.Childers, G.A.Seale, Jr.)  50

I THINK I’M IN LOVE WITH YOU  I Wrote 
These Songs, ASCAP/WC Music Corp., ASCAP  (C.
Stapleton)  52

I TRIED A RING ON  Songs Of Smack, BMI/Lily 
Lyrics Publishing, BMI/Sleighbells Ring Publishing, 
BMI/Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., 
BMI/Smackworks Music, SESAC/Follow Me Where I Go, 
SESAC/Smack Blue, LLC, SESAC/Kobalt Group Publishing, 
SESAC/King Pen Songs, SESAC/W.C.M. Music Corp., SESAC 
 (K.J.Slaubaugh, K.J.Slaubaugh, P.Good, J.Jenkins)  54

L      

LAST RODEO  Sony Countryside, BMI/Songs Of Wild 
Cat Well Music, BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Sony 
Music Publishing Allegro Australia Pty Ltd., APRA/Rudy 
Rocks The USA, BMI/It’s Just A Demo Music, BMI/Eggs 
And Beeken Productions, BMI/Packman Publishing, BMI 
 (T.Anderson, L.Rimes, G.Nichols, Z.Beeken, C.Pack)  58

LET YOUR BOYS BE COUNTRY  Peertunes, 
Ltd., SESAC/Marlowe Sinclair Songs, SESAC/Hipgnosis 
Tunes, SESAC/Songs Of Porterfied Music, SESAC/Allison 
Veltz Sensations, SESAC/Peermusic III, Ltd., BMI/Sounds 
Epic Music, BMI  (J.Boyer, A.Veltz-Cruz, M.Wilshire)  10

LIFE WITH YOU  Mike Curb Music, BMI/Hits From 
The Hart, BMI/Curb Songs, ASCAP/Indeciso Publishing, 
LLC, ASCAP/Smack Songs LLC, ASCAP/Smackville Music, 
ASCAP/Kobalt Songs Music Publishing LLC, ASCAP/CTM 
Outlander Music Publishing, ASCAP/Concord Boulevard, 
ASCAP  (K.Hart, K.Schlienger, S.Stepakoff)  55

LOVE YOU AGAIN  Hits From The Tape Room, 
BMI/TDP Publishing, BMI/Tape Room Tunes, SESAC/Track 
& Feels Publishing Desingee, SESAC/W.C.M. Music Corp., 
SESAC/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/The Big 
One, BMI  (C.Brown, Chase Matthew, T.Phillips)  17

LOVE YOU BACK  Sony Songs LLC, BMI/Young 
Man Publishing, BMI/Rudy Rocks The USA, BMI/
WeisOwl, ASCAP/Sony Tunes, ASCAP  (J.McNair, L.Rimes, 
E.L.Weisband)  51

LOVE YOU, MISS YOU, MEAN IT  Little 
Brocephus Music, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI/Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Songs 
By Slip, ASCAP/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/Turtle Garden 
Publishing, BMI/Southern Boy Songs Worldwide, BMI/
Jacob Rice Publishing, BMI  (R.Akins, B.Hayslip, J.T.Minton, 
J.Rice)  32

M      

MESSED UP AS ME  Big Music Machine, BMI/
Big Ass Pile Of Dimes Music, BMI/Warner Geo Met Ric 
Music, GMR/Tempo Investments, GMR/Smackstreet 
Music, GMR/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/
Speakers Go Boom Songs, BMI/Quivira Road Songs, BMI/
Twelve6 Red Oak Songs, BMI/Still Between The Pines, 
BMI  (J.J.Dillon, S.McAnally, R.Clawson, M.Lotten)  26

MILES ON IT  Marshmellow Music, BMI/Sony Tree 
Publishing, BMI/Songs Of Family Publishing, BMI/Songs 
Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, Inc., BMI/Torrey 
Songs, BMI/Kobalt Songs Music Publishing LLC, ASCAP/
Artist Publishing Group West, ASCAP/Cirkut Breaker LLC., 
ASCAP/Sony Songs LLC, BMI/Iamcastle Music Publishing, 
BMI/Chumba Music, BMI/Kobalt Music Publishing, 
PRS/Songs Of Spirit UK Ltd, PRS/Artist 101 Publishing 
Group, BMI  (Marshmello, K.Brown, J.Torrey, R.McDonough, 
C.McDonough, Castle, N.J.Gale, T.Eriksen)  30

O      

ONE BAD HABIT  Smacksters Music, ASCAP/Holy 
Ship Music, ASCAP/Smackville Music, ASCAP/Ice House 
Tunes, ASCAP/CTM Outlander Music Publishing, ASCAP/
WC Music Corp., ASCAP/Bellamarla, ASCAP  (M.Beeson, 
A.Eshuis, T.Lane)  24

OUTSKIRTS  Universal Music Works, GMR/Pearl 
Hunt Music, GMR/Sony Accent, ASCAP/Smackborne 
Music, ASCAP/JFlow Records & Tapes, ASCAP/Twelve6 
Dogwood, ASCAP/WC Music Corp., ASCAP/Round Hill 
Songs III, ASCAP/Foxwood Entertainment Group Music 
Division, ASCAP/Big Blue Nation Music, ASCAP  (S.L.Hunt, 
J.Osborne, J.Flowers, Z.Crowell)  4

P      

PRETTY LITTLE POISON  Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI/PA Cowboy Music, BMI/Twelve6 
Sequoia, SESAC/W.C.M. Music Corp., SESAC/Songs Of 
Smack, BMI/Songs Of Kobalt Music Publishing America, 
Inc., BMI  (W.Zeiders, J.Keim, R.Beaver)  7

R      

RODEO MAN  LWR, LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI/Pambilly Music, BMI  (R.Dunn, 
P.O’Donnell)  29

S      

SHE’S SOMEBODY’S DAUGHTER 
(REIMAGINED)  Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/EMI Blackwood 
Music Inc., BMI/Beattyville Music, BMI/Hipgnosis Beats, 
BMI/Smells Of Rich Mahogany, BMI  (D.Baldridge, J.Yeary, 
C.Jaymes)  23

SOUNDS LIKE THE RADIO  Rio Bravo Music, 
Inc., BMI/Zach Top Music, BMI/Too Broke To Quit Music, 
BMI/Little Acre Music, BMI/50 Egg Music, BMI/Hits From 
The Tape Room, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI  (Z.Top, C.Chamberlain, W.McCubbin)  36

T      

TAKE HER HOME  Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/
Relative Music Group, BMI/Rednecker Music, BMI/Bigger 
Bendable Music, BMI/Nontypical Music, ASCAP/Who 
Wants To Buy My Publishing, ASCAP/WC Music Corp., 
ASCAP/Relative Red Music, BMI  (H.Phelps, M.W.Hardy, 
Z.Abend)  6

THIS IS MY DIRT  Double Barrel Ace Music, BMI/
Big Music Machine, BMI/Universal Music Corp., ASCAP/
Paulywood Music, ASCAP/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing 
Corp., BMI/EMI April Music, Inc., ASCAP/Anthem Songs 
Of Countrywood, ASCAP  (J.Moore, P.DiGiovanni, R.Montana, 
J.S.Stover)  25

THIS TOWN’S BEEN TOO GOOD TO US 
 Curb Songs, ASCAP/Sony Cross Keys Publishing, ASCAP/
Master Of My Domain Music, ASCAP/Poppy’s Picks, 
ASCAP/Big Loud Mountain LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane 
Publishing Corp., BMI/Hits From The Tape Room, BMI/
Sony Songs LLC, BMI  (D.Scott, A.G.Gorley, Charlie Handsome, 
J.Byron, T.Phillips)  46

TIE UP  Blunts And Bonfires Music, SESAC/C. 
Weimerhound Publishing, Inc., SESAC/Day For The Dead 
Publishing, SESAC/Reach Music Tunes, SESAC/Chorus 2 
Music, SESAC/Curb Congregation Songs, SESAC/Prestige 
Countrywide, ASCAP/Spirit Music Group, ASCAP/
Shanties Of 50 Egg Music, ASCAP/Kobalt Songs Music 
Publishing LLC, ASCAP/Sony Timber Publishing, SESAC/
Stark Machete Music, Inc., SESAC  (B.Simonetti, C.Gelbuda, 
J.D.Singleton, J.Hoge, Z.Brown)  35

TUCSON TOO LATE  Anthem Music Publishing 
II, ASCAP/Jordan Davis Music, ASCAP/Universal Music 
Corp., ASCAP/Bent Prop Publishing, ASCAP/Smackworks 
Music, SESAC/Follow Me Where I Go, SESAC/Kobalt 
Group Publishing, SESAC/Songs Of Madfun, ASCAP/WC 
Music Corp., ASCAP/Jenktown, ASCAP  (J.Davis, J.Davis, 
J.Jenkins, M.Jenkins)  1

W      

WE DON’T FIGHT ANYMORE  BMG Gold 
Songs, ASCAP/For The Kids Gold, ASCAP/Smackwood 
Music, SESAC/Kobalt Group Publishing, SESAC/Smack 
Songs LLC, GMR/W.C.M. Music Corp., SESAC/King Pen 
Songs, SESAC/Warner Geo Met Ric Music, GMR/Tempo 
Investments, GMR  (C.Pearce, P.Good, S.McAnally)  13

WE RIDE  Average ZJS Music Publishing, BMI/Vernon 
Dianglo Brown Jr. Publishing Designee, BMI  (B.Martin, 
V.D.Brown Jr.)  11

WHATCHA SEE IS WHATCHA GET 
 Anthem Red Vinyl Music, BMI/Buckkilla Music, BMI/
Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Hubcap Music, 
BMI/T Tree Music, BMI/Ingram House Music, BMI/Queens 
Write Hits, BMI/Songs Of Hit Vibez Music, BMI  (C.Janson, 
B.Hubbard, T.R.Hubbard, J.Ingram, RaeLynn)  48

WHERE IT ENDS  Bailey Zimmerman Publishing, 
BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., BMI/Gold 
Room Special Music, BMI/Hipgnosis Beats, BMI/Holy Hell 
Music, BMI/London Electric Music, BMI/London Margate 
Songs, BMI  (B.Zimmerman, G.Averill, J.Spargur)  3

WHERE THAT CAME FROM  C. Florida Room 
Music, BMI/Lobo Libre Music, BMI  (S.Emerick, J.S.Sherrill)  45

WILDFLOWERS AND WILD HORSES 
 Louisiana Lady, ASCAP/Sony Accent, ASCAP/Sony 
Countryside, BMI/Songs Of Wild Cat Well Music, BMI/
Pedal Down Music, ASCAP/27Musicpub, ASCAP  (L.Wilson, 
T.Anderson, P.Sikes)  9

WRANGLERS  WC Music Corp., ASCAP/AMAEB, 
ASCAP/Ryan Keith Carpenter Publishing Designee, 
ASCAP  (A.M.Butts, E.McKeever, R.K.Carpenter)  37

Y      

YOUNG LOVE & SATURDAY NIGHTS  WC 
Music Corp., ASCAP/EMI Music Publishing Ltd., PRS/Sony 
Music Publishing UK Ltd, PRS/BMG Rights Management 
(UK) Ltd., PRS/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., 
BMI/Telemitry Rhythm House Music, BMI/Sony Cross 
Keys Publishing, ASCAP/Michael Scott Paper Company 
Publishing Company, ASCAP/Sony Tree Publishing, BMI/
MV2 Music, BMI/Red Bandana Publishing, BMI/Jones 
Music America, ASCAP/Songs Of Roc Nation Music, BMI 
 (David Bowie, J.Frasure, A.G.Gorley, J.Thompson)  14

YOUR PLACE  Twelve Two Music, BMI/Big Loud 
Mountain LLC, BMI/Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp., 
BMI/First Cut Is The Deepest Inc, BMI/Speakers Go Boom 
Songs, BMI/Big Loud Mountain Tunes, ASCAP/WC Music 
Corp., ASCAP  (A.Cooke, J.T.Minton, M.Trussell)  8



https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allcountrynews.com%2Fpost%2Friley-green-s-texas-takeover-a-night-of-country-bliss-in-irving&data=05%7C02%7Cdan.skelton%40billboard.com%7Cedeb5e86b61c4bbd35e608dc7124b945%7Ce950f25546e44144a778a6ff4f557492%7C0%7C0%7C638509649829190145%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lflHW8Zj6Y%2FFImSXC4vvsoZr5n9bEZ15y%2F9OawGsXKs%3D&reserved=0
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From left: Shenandoah’s 
McGuire, Thorn, Raybon, 
Ezell and Seales in 1994.
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On May 14, 1994, Shenandoah’s “If 
Bubba Can Dance (I Can Too)” hit No. 1 
on Billboard’s Hot Country Songs chart.

The group’s Marty Raybon and Mike 
McGuire wrote the song with Bob McDill, 
and Don Cook produced it. It was released 
from Shenandoah’s LP Under the Kudzu, 
which also spun off the No. 3-peaking bal-
lad “I Want To Be Loved Like That.”

R aybon and McGuire co-founded 
Shenandoah in Muscle Shoals, Ala., in 
1984. Rounding out the original quintet 
were Ralph Ezell, Jim Seales and Stan 
Thorn. The act notched 15 Hot Country 
Songs top 10s in 1988-95, including four 
other No. 1s. Shenandoah’s accolades 
include the Academy of Country Music’s 
1991 vocal group of the year honor.

Shenandoah initially disbanded in 
1997 when Raybon left to launch a solo 
career. He rejoined in 2014, and the 
group, fronted by him and McGuire, still 
tours and records. Last year, Shenandoah 
and Luke Combs united for an update of 
“Two Dozen Roses,” which hit No. 2 on 
Country Digital Song Sales. 

 —JIM ASKER

30 Years Ago
Shenandoah’s ‘Bubba’ Scooted To No. 1
In 1994, the group scored its fifth Hot Country Songs leader


