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The Birth of Jesus, by Del Parson

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6).
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A TESTIMONY OF THE

SONofGOD
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G O R D O N B .  H I N C K L E Y

A little more than 2,000
years ago the Redeemer 
of mankind was born in

Bethlehem of Judea (see D&C
20:1). While yet an infant, He 
was brought to the temple in

Jerusalem. There Mary and Joseph heard the won-
derful prophecies spoken by Simeon and Anna about
the tiny babe who was destined to become the Savior
of the world.

He spent His boyhood in Nazareth of Galilee, and
when 12 years of age He was brought to the temple
again. Mary and Joseph found Him conversing with
learned men, “and they were hearing him, and ask-
ing him questions” (JST, Luke 2:46).

THE GREAT JEHOVAH

Later, as the Master stood on the temple’s pinna-
cle, Satan tempted Him as He began His ministry. 
Still later, the Lord drove the money changers from
the temple, declaring, “My house shall be called 
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of
thieves” (Matt. 21:13).

Jesus was in very deed the great Jehovah of the
Old Testament, who left His Father’s royal courts on
high and condescended to come to earth as a babe
born in the most humble of circumstances. His birth
was foretold centuries earlier by Isaiah, who declared
prophetically, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).

This Jesus Christ of whom we solemnly testify 
is, as John the Revelator declared, “the faithful 
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and 
the prince of the kings of the earth.” He “loved us,
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and
hath made us kings and priests unto God and his
Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever” (Rev. 1:5–6).
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After the agony of Gethsemane came His arrest, His trials, His condemnation, then the unspeakable pain of His death on the cross, followed
by His burial in Joseph’s tomb and the triumphant coming forth in the Resurrection. . . . God be thanked for the gift of His son.
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THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD
He was and is the Son of the Almighty. He was

the only perfect man to walk the earth. He healed 
the sick and caused the lame to walk, the blind to see,
the deaf to hear. He raised the dead. Yet He suffered
His own life to be taken in an act of Atonement, the
magnitude of which is beyond our comprehension.

Luke records that this anguish was so great that
“his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground” (Luke 22:44), a physical mani-
festation confirmed in both the Book of Mormon 
and the Doctrine and Covenants. The suffering in
Gethsemane and on the cross of Calvary, just a few
hundred meters from Gethsemane, included both
physical and spiritual “temptations, . . . pain, . . .
hunger, thirst, and fatigue, even more than man can
suffer,” said King Benjamin, “except it be unto death”
(Mosiah 3:7).

After the agony of Gethsemane came His arrest,
His trials, His condemnation, then the unspeakable
pain of His death on the cross, followed by His burial
in Joseph’s tomb and the triumphant coming forth in
the Resurrection. He, the lowly babe of Bethlehem
who two millennia ago walked the dusty roads of
Palestine, became the Lord Omnipotent, the King of
Kings, the Giver of Salvation to all. None can fully
comprehend the splendor of His life, the majesty of
His death, the universality of His gift to mankind. We
unequivocally declare with the centurion who said at
His death, “Truly this man was the Son of God”
(Mark 15:39).

OUR LIVING LORD

Such is the witness of the testament of the Old
World, the Holy Bible. And there is another voice,
that of the testament of the New World, wherein the
Father introduced His resurrected Son, declaring,
“Behold my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,
in whom I have glorified my name” (3 Ne. 11:7).
Added to all of this is the declaration of modern
prophets: “And now, after the many testimonies
which have been given of him, this is the testimony,
last of all, which we give of him: That he lives!”
(D&C 76:22).

No event of human history carries a more 
compelling witness than does the reality of the
Resurrection. His followers on two continents testi-
fied of it. Uncounted millions of men and women
through the ages have suffered, even unto death, for
the witness in their hearts that He lives, the Savior
and Redeemer of all mankind, whose Atonement
came as an act of grace for the entire world. How
long and how great is the concourse of brave and
humble people who have kept alive the name of
Jesus and a testimony of His Redemption!

Now He has come again, in the latter days, to
bless us and warm our hearts, to quicken our faith
and bring us sure and certain knowledge of His 
living reality. We, of all people, can sing:

Joy to the world, the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King!
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
And Saints and angels sing.
(“Joy to the World,” Hymns, no. 201)

We honor Him, we worship Him, we love Him
as our Redeemer, the great Jehovah of the Old
Testament, the Messiah of the New Testament. The
entire thrust of the testimony of the Book of Mormon 
and Doctrine and Covenants declares our living Lord
before whom we kneel in humility and faith.

THE SON OF GOD

And so at this Christmas season, we sing His
praises and speak our words of faith and gratitude
and love. It is His influence in our lives that stirs
within us more kindness, more respect, more love,



No event of human history carries a
more compelling witness than does

the reality of the Resurrection. . . . We
honor Him, we worship Him, we love 
Him as our Redeemer, the great Jehovah 
of the Old Testament, the Messiah of the
New Testament.
more concern. It is because of Him and His teachings
that we reach out to those in trouble, distress, and
need wherever they may be.

It is proper during this season when we commemo-
rate His birth that we remember the Lord Jesus Christ
in reverence and with love. He has done for us what
we could not do for ourselves. He has brought mean-
ing to our mortal existence. He has given us the gift of
eternal life. He was and is the Son of God, who was
“made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

God be thanked for the gift of His Son, the
Redeemer of the world, the Savior of mankind, 
the Prince of Life and Peace, the Holy One. �

IDEAS FOR HOME TEACHERS
Preparation

Think about what the Savior has done for you that
you could not do for yourself. Prayerfully choose one or
two statements from President Hinckley’s message that
you feel will most benefit those you teach. Then choose a
teaching method or activity for each statement that is ap-
propriate for the ages and circumstances of the family
members. A few examples of how this may be done are
listed below.

Suggestions for Teaching
1. Show some pictures of Christ or of events from His

life. Ask family members to describe the pictures and tell
how each picture makes them feel about Jesus Christ.
Read the last four paragraphs of President Hinckley’s
message, and bear your testimony of the Son of God.

2. Invite family members to join you in singing a few
Christmas carols (see Hymns, nos. 201–14). Select a few
parts of President Hinckley’s message that express his per-
sonal feelings for the Son of God. Invite family members to
tell which parts of President Hinckley’s testimony most
impress them.

3.Write the following name-titles on different sheets 
of paper: Jehovah; Prince of Life and Peace; Beloved Son;
Savior; Giver of Salvation; Redeemer of the world; the
Holy One. Show one paper at a time to family members
and discuss what we can learn about Christ from each
name-title.
THE ENSIGN/DECEMBER 2002         5
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Because we believe
in the message of

the empty tomb, we
can trust that God  is
a God of love, mercy,
and compassion.



Finding Hope
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The gospel of Jesus Christ enables 
us to find peace and hope in any 
circumstances.

BY EL D E R JO H A N N A.
WO N D RA
Area Authority Seventy

When I was a student at the
University of Vienna in
Austria, two missionaries

came to my door, saying, “We have
a message for you from God.” I in-

vited them in, wondering why I did so because I didn’t
have any interest in religion. Deeply affected by the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956—which resulted in
thousands of refugees streaming into Austria—I had
been seeking to know the meaning of life. But I didn’t
expect to find the answer in any church.

The message of these missionaries was the mes-
sage of the Restoration. I think I loved the Prophet
Joseph Smith from the first moment I heard about
him. I was especially touched by the circumstances 
of his Martyrdom. Later, as I spent time reading the
Book of Mormon and praying, I received through the
power of the Holy Ghost a joyful, peaceful assurance
that Jesus is the Christ, that Joseph Smith was the
Prophet of the Restoration, and that The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is the Lord’s restored
Church on the earth, led by living prophets who 
prepare the world for His Second Coming.
In my more than 40 years of Church membership,
many personal experiences have confirmed to me
that the gospel of Jesus Christ is the only true way to
peace and happiness in this world. But I also know
that you and I cannot escape difficulties, trials, and
afflictions in our mortal lives. The gospel of Jesus
Christ, however, gives us the strength to prevail, to
“overcome by faith” (D&C 76:53), and to go forward
with hope and optimism.

THE WOUNDS OF PARTING

My wife and I came to better understand this
truth through the loss of our beloved son Georg,
who was 27 years of age when he died. When this
occurred, I was serving as president of the newly 
created Austria Vienna South Mission, which in-
cluded the countries of the former Yugoslavia.
Following a zone conference in Zagreb, Croatia,
Sister Wondra and I were given a message that we
should call home. Soon our beloved daughter-in-law
Regina was on the telephone, crying out in the an-
guish of her soul, “Papa, Georg is dead, Georg is
dead!” Subsequent extensive investigations were 
unable to provide any reason for his death. Our son
had never been seriously ill. His heart simply stood
still, without any medical reason.

Georg was such a special son, full of joy and life,
full of love for us and for his own family, pure in
heart and without guile. In 1989 he had been one 
of the first missionaries to be sent to East Germany
during what was a great time for missionary work.
THE ENSIGN/DECEMBER 2002         7
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He spoke often about the baptisms in which he and 
his companions participated, but never about the
number of baptisms—he felt these experiences were
too sacred to be reduced to statistics. At the end of
Georg’s first letter from his mission, he wrote, “Don’t
miss me too much. Life has to go forward without
me.” On the day of his death, he had read President
Gordon B. Hinckley’s message “The Victory over
Death” and had underlined, “How tragic, how
poignant is the sorrow of those left behind. The 
grieving widow, the motherless child, the father
bereft and alone—all of these can speak of the
wounds of parting” (Ensign, Apr. 1997, 2).

Our family has suffered from
these wounds. We miss Georg so
very much! But there is also a burn-
ing feeling in our souls that because
we believe in the Atonement, in the
death and Resurrection of Jesus
Christ—because we believe in the
message of Gethsemane, Golgotha,
and the empty tomb—we can also
trust, during the sorrowful moments
in our lives, that God is a God of
love, mercy, and compassion, even
when we don’t understand what has
happened or why. He accepted the
sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ, who
suffered all things “because of his loving kindness
and his long-suffering towards the children of men”
(1 Ne. 19:9).

Some weeks after Georg’s death, Sister Wondra
and I traveled through Serbia and Montenegro 
and visited the White Angel fresco at the Mileseva
Monastery. This fresco is one of the greatest works 
of art in existence and contains the words to one of
the greatest messages ever spoken: “Why seek ye 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but is
risen” (Luke 24:5–6). This message was a message of
comfort to the wonderful, peace-loving, and hos-
pitable people of Serbia throughout all the centuries
of tyranny and destruction in their history. And this
message provides comfort for all of us—the only real
and lasting comfort we have.

In the upper room on the night of the Last
Supper—the night of the greatest suffering that 
ever took place in all the worlds created by Him—
Christ spoke about peace, His peace: “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you. . . . Let not your
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).
How could He speak about peace in this situation? 
I feel it was possible only because of His “perfect
love” which “casteth out fear” (1 Jn. 4:18). In His in-
tercessory prayer, Christ prayed for His disciples and

In Gethsem
took upon

sins of the w
weight of th
sorrows. Eve
suffering cau
tremble beca
(D&C 19:18)
desire was to
of the Father
for all “which shall believe on me through their
word”—which, it is important to note, includes 
us—“that they may be made perfect in one” and 
“that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may 
be in them, and I in them” (John 17:20, 23, 26).

Leaving the upper room, Jesus and His disciples
crossed the Cedron (Kidron) Valley and came to a gar-
den of olive trees on the lower slopes of the Mount of
Olives. This garden was called Gethsemane, a name
meaning “oil press.” Olives taste bitter, but when
crushed in an olive press, their oil tastes sweet. Christ
drank the “bitter cup” so that all bitterness may be 
removed from our lives and become sweet if we will

forsake our sins and come unto Him.
He said, “I have drunk out of that bit-
ter cup which the Father hath given
me, and have glorified the Father in
taking upon me the sins of the world”
(3 Ne. 11:11).

While He prayed in Gethsemane,
all of the agony and sorrow of the 
entire world was centered in Him. 
He was “a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief. . . . Surely He
hath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows” (Isa. 53:3–4). He took
upon His sinless soul the sins of the
world and the weight of the world’s

sorrows. “It was not physical pain, nor mental an-
guish alone, that caused Him to suffer such torture 
as to produce an extrusion of blood from every pore;
but a spiritual agony of soul such as only God was 
capable of experiencing” (James E. Talmage, Jesus the
Christ, 3rd ed. [1916], 613). He prayed to the Father,
“Not my will, but thine, be done” (Luke 22:42). To 
do the Father’s will was the Son’s supreme desire—
even when it was as painful as it was in Gethsemane.

“For behold, I, God, have suffered these things for
all, that they might not suffer if they would repent; 

“But if they would not repent they must suffer
even as I;

“Which suffering caused myself, even God, the
greatest of all, to tremble because of pain, and to
bleed at every pore. . . .  

“Nevertheless, glory be to the Father, and I par-
took and finished my preparations unto the children
of men” (D&C 19:16–19). 

From Christ we learn to be obedient, even when it
is painful, as it was painful for Him in Gethsemane.
We learn to serve others, even when it is inconven-
ient, as it certainly was “inconvenient” for Him on the
cross of Golgotha. And we learn to trust in the love of
God, even if we might feel God has forsaken us—for
when we overcome through faith, these bitter and
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sorrowful moments in our lives can become like steps
on Jacob’s ladder, leading us into the heavenly pres-
ence of God (see Gen. 28:12–13).

A GLORIOUS
MOMENT

What a glorious
moment when the
resurrected Christ 
appeared to Mary
Magdalene! “Jesus
saith unto her, Wo-
man, why weepest
thou? whom seekest
thou? She, supposing
him to be the gar-
dener, saith unto him,
Sir, if thou have borne
him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid
him, and I will take
him away.

“Jesus saith unto
her, Mary. She turned
herself, and saith unto
him, Rabboni; which
is to say, Master”
(John 20:15–16).

What exceedingly
great joy it must 
have been for Mary
Magdalene to see her
beloved Lord, risen
from the dead. But 
He gently said to her,
“Hold me not; for I
am not yet ascended
to my Father: but go
to my brethren, and
say unto them, I as-
cend unto my Father,
and your Father; and
to my God, and your
God” (JST, John 20:17).
He left Mary Magdalene and went triumphantly into
the presence of His Father. Again and again I try to
imagine this wondrous scene.

ALL MY HOPE IS CENTERED IN CHRIST

Through His atoning sacrifice, Christ broke the
bonds of death. Just as He took up His body and
came forth from the tomb, even so shall all of us 
enjoy a reunion of body and spirit in the day of 
our own resurrection. “The divine plan of happiness
enables family relationships to be perpetuated be-
yond the grave. Sacred ordinances and covenants
available in holy temples make it possible for individ-

uals to return to the
presence of God and
for families to be
united eternally”
(“The Family: A
Proclamation to 
the World,” Ensign,
Nov. 1995, 102). 
What “glad tidings 
of great joy” (D&C
128:19). Life is eternal.
Families can be to-
gether forever. The
loving relationship
between husband
and wife and be-
tween parents and
children continues
beyond the grave.
This will also prove
true in our relation-
ship with our beloved
son Georg. It is a mir-
acle to Sister Wondra
and me that even in
the loss of our son,
our faith in Christ 
has grown stronger,
and so has our confi-
dence in His words:
“For the mountains
shall depart and 
the hills be removed,
but my kindness 
shall not depart 
from thee, neither
shall the cove-
nant of my peace 
be removed, 
saith the Lord 

that hath mercy on thee” (3 Ne. 22:10).
All my hope is centered in Christ. He is our Savior

and Redeemer. He truly is the Good Shepherd who
gave His life for His sheep. “God be thanked for 
the matchless gift of His divine Son” (“The Living
Christ: The Testimony of the Apostles,” Ensign,
Apr. 2000, 3). �

Elder Johann A. Wondra is an Area Authority Seventy serving in the
Europe Central Area.
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A CLOUD OF

We have ample witnesses 
of our Savior’s birth and mission.
B Y S T E P H E N K .  I B A

Christmas is a time for remembering and for 
being thankful. We often take so much for
granted. For example, when was the last time

you looked into a beautiful blue sky and wondered at
the miracle of stunning white clouds? They come in
various sizes and types, such as cirrus, stratus, and
cumulus.

In scriptural texts, clouds are often used to carry
or convey spiritual presence. The Lord appeared in 
a cloud to guide the children of Israel through the
wilderness to the promised land. The resurrected
Jesus was “overshadowed” by a cloud as He as-
cended into heaven. At the end of the world, the
Savior will descend in a cloud with power and great
glory.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Hebrews:
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, . . .
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith” (Heb. 12:1–2).

The Apostle Paul’s metaphor of “a cloud of 
witnesses” in the meridian of time has grown into 
many clouds of witnesses. We are overshadowed
with witnesses of the divinity of Jesus Christ from
the fulness of the scriptures and by hundreds of 
special witnesses since the Restoration commenced.

A CLOUD OF WITNESSES BEFORE HIS MORTAL BIRTH

At Christmastime our thoughts particularly turn
to our Savior’s birth. We often read and ponder 
the testimonies of those who were witnesses of His
Elisabeth bore witness of the divinity of Jesus Christ
when she greeted Mary as “the mother of my Lord”

(Luke 1:43). 
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coming in the flesh, as
recorded in the scriptures:
Mary (see Luke 1:26–56; 2:7,
19) and Joseph (see Matt.
1:18–25; 2:13–23), Elisabeth
(see Luke 1:41–45) and
Zacharias (see Luke 1:67–79),
the shepherds (see Luke
2:8–20), Simeon (see 
Luke 2:21–35), Anna (see 
Luke 2:36–38), the Wise 
Men (see Matt. 2:1–12), 
and people of ancient 

America (see 3 Ne. 1:15–21).
We may also review and reflect on the scriptural

record from some of those who knew of His coming
long before He came:

“And the Lord spake unto Adam, saying: . . . The
name of [the] Only Begotten is the Son of Man, even
Jesus Christ, a righteous Judge, who shall come in the
meridian of time. Therefore I give unto you a com-

mandment, to teach these
things freely unto your chil-
dren” (Moses 6:55, 57–58; 
emphasis added).

“And it came to pass that
Enoch talked with the Lord 
. . . [and] saw the day of the
coming of the Son of Man,
even in the flesh; and his soul 
rejoiced” (Moses 7:20, 47; 
emphasis added).

Abraham recorded in
Cainan: “Thus I, Abraham,

talked with the Lord, face to face. . . . And the Lord
said unto me: . . . I am the Lord thy God” (Abr. 3:11,
19). “Abraham saw of his coming, and was filled with
gladness and did rejoice” (Hel. 8:17).

“Moses stood in the presence of God, and talked
with him face to face” (Moses 1:31; emphasis added).
“Yea, did [Moses] not bear record that the Son of God
should come?” (Hel. 8:14).

The Savior to the brother of Jared: “Because thou
knowest these things ye are redeemed from the fall; 
. . . therefore I show myself unto you. . . . And even as

The shepherds

Adam
I appear unto thee to be in the spirit will I appear
unto my people in the flesh” (Ether 3:13, 16).

Isaiah: “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given” (Isa. 9:6) and “Mine eyes have seen the King,

the Lord of hosts” (Isa. 6:5).
In vision Father Lehi “saw

One [Jesus Christ] descending
out of the midst of heaven” 
(1 Ne. 1:9).

Nephi: “I looked and 
beheld the virgin again, 
bearing a child in her arms.
And the angel said unto me:
Behold the Lamb of God, yea,
even the Son of the Eternal
Father!” (1 Ne. 11:20–21).
Nephi further testified: “My

brother, Jacob, also has seen him as I have seen him”
(2 Ne. 11:3).

Jacob: “In the body he shall show himself unto
those at Jerusalem . . . ; for it behooveth the great
Creator that he suffereth himself to become subject
unto man in the flesh. . . . And he cometh into the
world that he may save all men (2 Ne. 9:5, 21).

Abinadi: “God himself [shall] come down among
the children of men, and take upon him the form of
man” (Mosiah 13:34).

Alma prophesied, “He shall be born of Mary, 
at Jerusalem which is the land of our forefathers, 
she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel”
(Alma 7:10).

A CLOUD OF WITNESSES
SINCE HIS RESURRECTION

Consider the following
cloud of witnesses in the
scriptural record and annals
of Church history who testify
that the Lord lives today:

In a Jerusalem garden,
“Jesus saith unto her, Mary.
She turned herself, and saith
unto him, Rabboni” (John
20:16; emphasis added).

Brother of Jared

Mary
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When eleven of the Apostles were gathered, “then
came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the
midst. . . . And Thomas answered and said unto him,
My Lord and my God” (John 20:26, 28).

From John the Revelator exiled on an isle: “When 
I saw him, I fell at his feet. . . . And he laid his right
hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not. . . . I am he
that liveth, and was dead; . . . I am alive for evermore”
(Rev. 1:17–18).

And from the Apostle Paul: “Last of all he was
seen of me also” (1 Cor. 15:8).

The chief Apostle Peter
witnessed with certainty: 
“For we have not followed
cunningly devised fables, . . .
but were eyewitnesses of his
majesty” (2 Pet. 1:16).

The 2,500 at Bountiful
went forth, “one by one until
they had all gone forth, and
did see with their eyes and 
did feel with their hands, 
and did know of a surety 

and did bear record” (3 Ne. 11:15).
Mormon tells us, “I being fifteen years of age, . . .

was visited of the Lord, and tasted and knew of the
goodness of Jesus” (Morm. 1:15).

Moroni witnesses, “I have seen Jesus, and . . . he
hath talked with me face to face” (Ether 12:39).

From Joseph Smith Jr., in his 15th year: “When 
the light rested upon me I saw two Personages. . . .
One of them spake . . . , pointing to the other—This 
is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!” (JS—H 1:17).

In Hiram, Ohio, the Prophet Joseph Smith and
Sidney Rigdon (1793–1876) were enwrapped in heav-
enly vision and testified, “We saw him, even on the
right hand of God; and we heard the voice bearing
record that he is the Only Begotten of the Father”
(D&C 76:23).

At Kirtland, Ohio, after the temple dedication, the
Prophet Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery (1806–50)

declared, “We saw the Lord
standing upon the breastwork
of the pulpit . . . , saying: I am
the first and the last; I am he
who liveth, I am he who was
slain; I am your advocate with
the Father” (D&C 110:2–4).

President Lorenzo Snow
(1814–1901) to his grand-
daughter: “He stood right
here, about three feet above
the floor. It looked as though
He stood on a plate of solid

Joseph Smith and
Oliver Cowdery

The Nephites
gold” (quoted in LeRoi C. Snow, “An Experience of My
Father’s,” Improvement Era, Sept. 1933, 677).

“I saw the hosts of the dead,” explained President
Joseph F. Smith (1838–1918). “And while this vast mul-
titude waited and conversed, . . . the Son of God ap-
peared, declaring liberty to the captives who had been
faithful” (D&C 138:11, 18).

In general conference, President Spencer W.
Kimball (1895–1985) bore witness by quoting
President John Taylor (1808–87): “ ‘I know that Jesus
Christ lives,’ said John Taylor, my predecessor, ‘for I
have seen him.’ I bear this testimony to you brethren
in the name of Jesus Christ” (“Strengthening the
Family—the Basic Unit of Society,” Ensign, May 1978, 48).

THE TESTIMONY OF THE CHIEF APOSTLE AT THIS TIME

“Of all the things for which I feel grateful . . . , one
stands out preeminently,” said President Gordon B.
Hinckley. “That is a living testimony of Jesus Christ,
the Son of the Almighty God, the Prince of Peace, the
Holy One. . . .

“. . . I have become His Apostle, appointed to do
His will and teach His word. I have become His wit-
ness to the world. I repeat that witness of faith. . . .

“Jesus is my friend. . . .
“He is my exemplar. . . . 
“He is my teacher. . . . 
“He is my healer. . . . 
“He is my leader. . . . 
“He is my Savior and my Redeemer.

Through giving His life in pain and
unspeakable suffering, He has
reached down to lift me and each of
us and all the sons and daughters
of God from the abyss of eternal
darkness following death. He
has provided something
better—a sphere of
light and under-
standing, growth
and beauty where
we may go for-
ward on the road
that leads to eter-
nal life. My grati-
tude knows no
bounds. . . . 

“. . . I add my
own witness that He
is ‘the way, the truth,
and the life’ and that
‘no man cometh unto
the Father, but by



[Him]’ (John 14:6). Gratefully,
and with love undiminished,
I bear witness of these things”
(“My Testimony,” Ensign, May
2000, 71).

A TESTIMONY OF CHRIST

The Lord has explained
that all of us may obtain a 
testimony of Him and that
such testimony is a gift of the
Spirit:

“To some it is given by the Holy Ghost to know
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that he was
crucified for the sins of the world.

“To others it is given to believe on their words”
(D&C 46:13–14).

If we believe on the words of the cloud of wit-
nesses who “know,” we place ourselves in a position

President 
Gordon B. Hinckley
After Jesus’ ascension, two 
angels from heaven testified

to His disciples that “this same
Jesus . . . shall so come in like
manner” (Acts 1:11).
to be instructed by the Holy Ghost. The Spirit testifies
of Christ’s divinity as we read and ponder the words
of the modern prophets and the holy scriptures. The
latter-day apostles and prophets have made it clear
that as Church members we should be witnesses of
the Savior. And as we testify of Christ and His ser-
vants, you and I become part of the glorious cloud of
witnesses of the Lord Jesus Christ and His restored
gospel. �
Stephen K. Iba is a member of the Olympus Seventh Ward, Salt Lake
Olympus Stake.

More on this topic: See Gordon B. Hinckley, “My Testimony,” Ensign,
May 2000, 69–71; Russell M. Nelson, “Jesus Christ, Our Master and
More,” Ensign, Apr. 2000, 4–17; Jonathan H. Stephenson, “‘I Am
He,’” Ensign, Apr. 1999, 6–12.
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and
More Than
B Y PA T R I C I A M E R L O S

One year my husband and I felt a deep 
desire to celebrate Christmas in a different
way than we had ever done before. We

wanted to teach our two small children a deeper
meaning of Christmas, that it means more than lights
and bright colors, more than parties and celebrations,
more than wrapping paper and ribbons, more than
decorating a tree, more than hugs and best wishes.

As Christmas Eve drew near, we weren’t sure
what we were going to do that night, but I felt 
free of the stress that normally overwhelms me at
Christmastime. We decided we would not go out
with friends that night or make any other social 
commitments. Instead, we would spend the night in
simple celebration as a family. Our thoughts would
center around our Savior.

On Christmas Eve, I prepared a delicious meal.
After dinner, my husband taught us about the birth 
of Jesus Christ as described in the second chapter of
Luke. When he read verses 13 and 14—“And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men”—we silently joined with the heavenly
hosts in thanking our Eternal Father for sending His
Son to atone for our sins. Then our young daughter,
Ileana, read to us the meaning of Christmas symbols.
We opened a few simple gifts and took photographs.

Our evening together was filled with reverence,
love, and gratitude for Jesus Christ. We experienced a
sweet joy we had never felt before on Christmas Eve.

On Christmas morning we decided to continue
our celebration the way we had started it. We 
prepared food as if
for a picnic, and at
about 11:00 A.M., we
headed for Opal’s
house. Opal is 80
years old and not a
member of the Church.
She has an inner beauty
that makes people want to
be close to her. Even though
Opal doesn’t speak our native
language and isn’t from our
Spanish culture, our children
have accepted her as their
grandmother. Ileana could spend
hours talking with Opal. And de-
spite his shyness, our son, Kevin,
doesn’t hesitate for a minute to 
hug her. I am grateful for Opal’s
love, especially since our children’s
grandparents live very far away from
our home in Texas.

We wanted to share our Christmas
with this lovely widow who lives alone
and has no children. Her eyes sparkled
when we arrived. She was emotional as
we served dinner—it was probably the
first Christmas in many years she had
spent with anyone. 

After we ate, Opal opened some gifts
we had brought her. But our visit was more
of a gift to us than to Opal. Her joy warmed
our hearts.
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Our family’s unplanned Christmas celebrations 
taught us about the deep significance of the holiday.
Next we went to the hospital to visit Sister
Schroeder, a member of our ward. From the time our
children were very young, Sister Schroeder had taken

notice of them and had made them
feel important and loved. Every

time she greeted us, her first
smile was for the children.

Now she was in intensive
care and was close to leaving

this world. I didn’t think the
children would be allowed into

her room. But their sincere plead-
ing softened the heart of the nurse,

and they were admitted inside.
Since Sister Schroeder was uncon-

scious, I didn’t know if she would hear
anything we said to her. We wanted to tell

her that she was important to us and
that we loved her. With all the tender-

ness in my heart, I caressed
Sister Schroeder’s arm

as I sent a prayer to
our Heavenly
IL
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Father in her behalf. It was the first Christmas gift I
have ever given with such a sincere desire; it was
wrapped in compassion and tied with the ribbon of
my tears. 

Then Ileana approached her bedside and said in
an angelic voice, “Sister Schroeder, it’s Ileana. I’m
here to wish you a Merry Christmas.” Her words
were brief but sincere.

Our unplanned Christmas taught us much. We
came to understand that Christmas celebrations need
not be competitions to see who can give or receive
the most expensive present. Our most valuable gift is
our love—love for the Christ child, who was born
2,000 years ago in a humble manger; love for our fam-
ilies and our neighbors; love for the beautiful world
Heavenly Father has given us. Another valuable gift
is our compassion—the feeling that causes us “to
mourn with those that mourn” (Mosiah 18:9), to lift
the weak, to visit the lonely, to dry the tears of those
who are sad. And another gift is our gratitude—grati-
tude for our Savior, who taught us how to live and
who lovingly and willingly bore our sins, our griefs,
and our weaknesses as His Father had commissioned
Him to do.

We celebrate Christmas best when we live the
Savior’s teachings—not just at Christmas but every

day of the year. �
Patricia Merlos is a member of the Longview Third Ward,
Longview Texas Stake.
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T H E
B Y P R E S I D E N T H O W A R D W.  H U N T E R
( 1 9 0 7 – 9 5 )

The following address was given at the First Presidency
Christmas Devotional, broadcast by satellite to the world-
wide membership of the Church on 4 December 1994. It
was President Hunter’s last public address to the Church.

Brothers and sisters, we extend
to you our warmest holiday
greetings. As followers of the

Master, we desire to draw closer to
Him as we remember during this
season His wondrous birth two 
millennia ago.

We are all aware of the signifi-
cance that a name or title can have
in describing an important office. In

foretelling the birth of Christ more than 700 years before
it occurred, the prophet Isaiah used titles expressing
great admiration: “Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father” (Isa. 9:6). Isaiah also used
the titles Savior and Redeemer, expressing great faith in
Christ and His mission (see Isa. 45:15; 47:4; 49:26; 60:16;
63:16). One of these titles that is of particular interest in
our present world is “Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). “Of the
increase of his government and peace there shall be no
end,” Isaiah declared (v. 7). What a thrilling hope for a
war-weary, sin-laden world!

A PROPHECY FULFILLED

The Lamanite prophet Samuel foretold the birth of
the Savior five years before it happened. The people
would not let Samuel into Zarahemla to preach, so he
stood on a city wall and proclaimed:

“Behold, I give unto you a sign; for five years more
cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of God to
redeem all those who shall believe on his name.
“And behold, this will I give unto you for a sign at
the time of his coming; for behold, there shall be great
lights in heaven, insomuch that in the night before he
cometh there shall be no darkness, insomuch that it
shall appear unto man as if it was day. . . . 

“And behold, there shall a new star arise, such an
one as ye never have beheld; and this also shall be a
sign unto you” (Hel. 14:2–3, 5).

Luke recorded the fulfillment of this prophecy:
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went

out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world
should be taxed. . . .

“And all went to be taxed, every one into his own
city.

“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the
house and lineage of David:)

“To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being
great with child.

“And so it was, that, while they were there, the
days were accomplished that she should be delivered.

“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in 
a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn.

“And there were in the same country shepherds
abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night.

“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid.

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

“And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.



THE ENSIGN/DECEMBER 2002         17

JA
IR

U
S’

 D
A

U
G

H
TE

R
,B

Y
 D

EL
 P

A
R

SO
N

Never did the
Savior give 

in expectation of
receiving. He gave
freely and lovingly.
We should strive 
to give as He gave.
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“And suddenly there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men” (Luke 2:1–14).

Such is the beautiful account of our Savior’s 
advent. In the words of Cecil Frances Alexander:

He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable
And his cradle was a stall.
(Hymns, no. 205)

In this humble way His life of selfless service began.

GIVING AS HE GAVE

The Savior dedicated His life to blessing other
people. As expressed by His chief Apostle, Peter, “God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and
with power: who went about doing good” (Acts 10:38).

Never did the Savior give in expectation of receiv-
ing. He gave freely and lovingly, and His gifts were of
inestimable value. He gave eyes to the blind, ears to
the deaf, and legs to the lame; cleanliness to the un-
clean, wholeness to the infirm, and breath to the life-
less. His gifts were opportunity to the downtrodden,
freedom to the oppressed, forgiveness to the repen-
tant, hope to the despairing, and light in the dark-
ness. He gave us His love, His service, and His life.
And most important, He gave us and all mortals 
resurrection, salvation, and eternal life.
Write a letter.

Apologiz
We should strive to give as He gave. To give of
oneself is a holy gift. We give as a remembrance of all
the Savior has given.

Christmas is a time for giving. Someone once said
he couldn’t think of what to give for Christmas. The
next day in the mail he received an anonymous list
which read:

Give to your enemy forgiveness,
To your opponent tolerance,
To your friend your heart,
To all men charity, for the hands that help

are holier than lips that pray,
To every child a good example,

and to yourself—respect.

All of us need to follow the example of the Savior
in giving these kinds of gifts. From Christina Rossetti
we read:

What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would give Him a lamb,
If I were a Wise Man,
I would do my part,—
But what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.1

This Christmas, mend a quarrel. Seek out a forgot-
ten friend. Dismiss suspicion and replace it with trust.
Write a letter. Give a soft answer. Encourage youth.
e.

Laugh a little more.
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Manifest your loyalty in word and deed. Keep a
promise. Forgo a grudge. Forgive an enemy.
Apologize. Try to understand. Examine your de-
mands on others. Think first of someone else. Be
kind. Be gentle. Laugh a little more. Express your
gratitude. Welcome a stranger. Gladden the heart of 
a child. Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of
the earth. Speak your love and then speak it again. 

Christmas is a celebration, and there is no cele-
bration that compares with the realization of its true
meaning—with the sudden stirring of the heart that
has extended itself unselfishly in the things that mat-
ter most.2

THE PRINCE OF PEACE

A life filled with unselfish service will also be filled
with peace that surpasses understanding. The Savior
said: “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled: neither let it be afraid” (John
14:27). “Ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you . . . that where I am, there ye may be also” 
(John 14:1–3).

This peace can come only through living the 
principles of the gospel. These principles constitute
the program of the Prince of Peace, who is also 
the prince of glory and the prince of eternal pro-
gress. May we be ever faithful in observance of 
our Savior’s teachings. Said He, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
Gladden the heart of a child.

Enjoy t
of the
I testify that as we follow the Savior with full 
purpose of heart, His promise to the Samaritan
woman at Jacob’s well will be fulfilled in our own
lives: “Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst
again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that I
shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a well of water spring-
ing up into everlasting life” (John 4:13–14).

May we find our spiritual thirst quenched by the
living water of the Savior. May He become our focal
point at this Christmas season and always. I testify
that He lives today, the babe of Bethlehem—now the
risen Lord. He and His Eternal Father love and care
for each of us in a sacred and personal way.

As His special witness, I extend my love to you
this evening and to all of our Heavenly Father’s chil-
dren wherever they may be. My wish for you is a
happy, joyous Christmas. May this season bring to
you and yours the rich blessings of the gospel of the
Savior, I pray, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen. �
NOTES

1. From “A Christmas Carol,” in James Dalton Morrison, ed.,
Masterpieces of Religious Verse (1948), 154.

2. See McCall’s magazine, Dec. 1959, 82–83. 
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THEPOWER OF

COMPASSION
Church Welfare Services missionaries
show the power of love as they bless the
lives of others throughout the world.
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They opened the letter, looked at each other, 
and laughed. Not that what they had read was
funny; it was anything but that. It was just so

unexpected. Gary and Molly Dolana of Highland,
Utah, both had been working in the medical technol-
ogy field and were only a few years away from retire-
ment. They had been planning to serve a mission 
and had expressed to their stake president their will-
ingness to serve. But when they read the words
“Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,” and “humanitarian mis-
sion,” they almost couldn’t believe their eyes. 

“We were knocked off our feet by the call,” Sister
Dolana says. “It was a complete shock. But we went
to the temple. We prayed and fasted. We thought
about it, and there was no question that we would 
go. We knew it was a call from the Lord.”

So Brother and Sister Dolana took early retire-
ment, packed their bags, and stepped onto the plane
that would take them half a world away to Mongolia.

When the Dolanas accepted the call to serve as hu-
manitarian missionaries, they joined more than 700
others who serve throughout the world relieving suf-
fering and fostering self-reliance among some of the
world’s neediest people. Through their service, they
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Far left: A Guatemalan girl typifies some of those reached through
the compassionate service of missionary couples. Above left: While
serving as a missionary in India, Elder Charles Parker helped people
like this local Relief Society president learn to use computers. PH
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Sister Loretta Smith taught English classes in
Ghana. Inset: Elder Larry Call helped Muza 
villagers in Zimbabwe obtain a new well with
the assistance of Latter-day Saint Charities.
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are living testi-
monies of the
Prophet Joseph
Smith’s belief
that “a man
filled with the
love of God, is

not content with blessing his family alone, but ranges
through the whole world, anxious to bless the whole
human race” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel.
Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 174).

ANSWERING THE CALL TO SERVE

In 1990 the first full-time welfare missionary calls
to serve in humanitarian assignments were extended
to three couples and two sister missionaries to travel
to Romania and assist those who cared for the many
thousands of children in state-run orphanages. Each
of these missionaries had specific training in a field
that would be of use: Harold and Enid Davis, a busi-
nessman and a social worker; Alvin and Barbara
Price, a professor of child development and a special
education teacher; Fred and Dorothy Fife, a physician
and a nurse; Beverly Campbell, a professor of educa-
tion; and Virginia Bruce, a registered nurse. They
worked with physicians, teachers, and government
officials to improve the lives of the children in gov-
ernment orphanages. These pioneers of modern-day
humanitarian work discovered that as they worked
with local officials and child care providers, bonds of
friendship developed and mutual respect, love, and
understanding grew.

Today welfare missionaries serving in humanitar-
ian assignments come from a wide variety of occupa-
tions and life experiences. Although many have
medical or dental expertise, welfare missionaries 
today are just as likely to have worked as teachers,
administrators, homemakers, or accountants. The
Church has discovered that although a specialized
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skill can be useful, what is most
needed is someone who can go 
into the world and represent the
Church following the counsel of the
Prophet Joseph Smith “to feed the
hungry, to clothe the naked, to pro-
vide for the widow, to dry up the
tear of the orphan, to comfort the
afflicted, whether in this church, or
in any other, or in no church at all,
wherever he finds them” (Times and
Seasons, 15 Mar. 1842, 732).

THAILAND

Joel and Kathryn Sperry of
Heber City, Utah, always wanted to
go on a mission. After Joel retired
from a career in education, they re-
ceived a call to Surin, Thailand. They felt stunned.
They didn’t have much idea of what they’d find
there. They knew they would be in a rural area and
their primary assignment would be training local 
elementary and middle-school English teachers. 
For several months, the Sperrys worked to introduce
new teaching techniques and to help Thai teachers
and school administrators refine their English 
pronunciation.

But as they taught, the Sperrys noticed many of
the children arriving at school without shoes. Some
had little to eat. The more the Sperrys investigated,
the more they realized the children’s diet consisted
mostly of rice, very few vegetables, and almost no
protein.

Joel had always loved gardening and Kathryn’s fa-
ther had worked as a county agricultural agent, so the
thought occurred to them that it might be possible to
create a few self-sustaining projects that could not
only provide additional nutrition for the children’s
school lunch but also help the children learn to grow
their own food.

School administrators were excited about the idea,
and the Sperrys proposed it to the Church Welfare
Services. With funding from the Church, projects be-
gan to spring up in schools all over the province of
Surin. In one school, the students created an agricul-
tural plot where they weeded, watered, and grew
fresh vegetables. In another, they created an artificial
pond and stocked it with fresh fish. Chickens laid
eggs and provided protein in another school project.
In yet another, they built a specially designed shed
for growing mushrooms.

In each case, the schools purchased the products
from the projects, providing funds to ensure the proj-
ects would continue. Lunch at the schools became

service of our 
Have faith; th
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and sisters, an
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of the Twelve Apos
Missionaries: A Tim
Ensign, May 2001, 
more nutritious, providing stu-
dents with needed vitamins and
protein. Students learned valu-
able skills as they grew food and
cared for animals. By the time the
Sperrys had fulfilled their mission
and were ready to return home,
they had created projects in 36
schools.

“When we first announced we
were going to serve a mission,”
Sister Sperry says, “people would
say, ‘But we need you in the ward.’
After serving in Thailand, I know
that we were needed more in the
world.”

ZIMBABWE

When Larry and Kathleen Call of Afton,
Wyoming, received their mission call to serve as
Church Humanitarian Service directors in Zimbabwe,
they had no idea where the country was. Larry, a 
retired business executive, had thought it would be
enjoyable to teach religion in Spain; Kathleen was
happy to go wherever the Lord wanted them. Like
many members, they thought humanitarian mission-
ary assignments were only for those with a medical
background. But they had a willingness to serve, and
so they accepted the call. 

“It’s a mission we wouldn’t trade for anything in
the world,” Sister Call says. “This is the most exciting
thing we’ve ever done!”

In Zimbabwe they worked with churches and
other nonprofit agencies, bringing in food, clothing,
blankets, and hygiene supplies to people in extreme
circumstances. They worked with schools, hospitals,
orphanages, and social service organizations. They
combined their efforts with countless people of vari-
ous religions to relieve suffering and improve the
quality of life for the people of the country.

So many have so little in Zimbabwe. There are
hospitals without aspirin, soap, or towels; schools
without books or electricity; homes without food or
hope. “We didn’t scratch the surface,” Brother Call
says, “but we made a difference! We had no idea be-
fore we left how the Church has been prepared by
the Lord to make such a difference in people’s
lives.”

Patricia Walsh of the Dominican Sisters Health
Desk in Zimbabwe (she is an authority on the AIDS
pandemic and one of those responsible for the health
care of tens of thousands) wrote Brother and Sister
Call: “The two of you have given so much hope and
courage to so many; you have been so generous with
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your precious time, your friendship. We have never
received so much material support from one group
before. This is not just ‘material.’ It is indeed love
translated into action. I pray that both of you and
your family, friends, and Church will be abundantly
blessed for all that you are to God’s people and for all
that you are doing for them.”

Jean Webster, head of orphan work for the
Evangelical Fellowship in Zimbabwe, told the Calls,
“When people ask me where I get my help, I tell
them I get it from the Mormons—and that they are
good Christians.”

During the Calls’ mission, a Catholic nun and
friend with whom they had worked closely asked
Brother Call to give a blessing to a young girl dying 
of AIDS. He willingly responded. Sister Call com-
ments, “I learned that true religion is to ‘visit the fa-
therless and widows’ and alleviate the suffering of
God’s children. That’s what we were there to do.”
There are three types of welfare
missions:
1. Welfare operations. Many are

called to serve in and administer 
welfare operations (such as oversee-
ing bishops’ storehouses or serving in
an LDS employment center or in an
LDS Family Services office). These 
operations are primarily within the
United States, although as Welfare
Services operations expand through-
out the world, opportunities for serv-
ing international welfare missions 
(particularly in Employment Services) 
are increasing.

2. Humanitarian assignments.
Welfare missionaries who serve in 
humanitarian assignments generally
work in areas where the Church is 
less developed (Asia, Russia, eastern
Europe, Southeast Asia, and Africa).
These missionaries often work with 
community groups and already 
established agencies to help those 
of other faiths. In some areas, 
welfare missionaries may assist 
with leadership development, re-
activation, and other missionary 
activities.

3. Additional assignments.
Sometimes proselyting missionaries
can be given additional assignments 
in welfare (these are primarily single
sister missionaries). They work with
members as well as with those of other

faiths to improve living 
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Graham and Colleen Misbach of Levan, Utah,
found rich experience assisting the poor in India.
They discovered a school for the blind that had only
one toilet. It was connected to the main building by a
rope, and the children had to hold on to the rope in
order to find it. The Misbachs, with the resources of
the Church Welfare Services, helped build six new
toilets and also acquired Braille typewriters for the
school. Sister Misbach noticed how beautifully the
children sang, and she organized a choir made up of
students from the school. They entered a talent com-
petition sponsored by a TV station, and students from
the school won first, second, and third place.

Later the Misbachs discovered a leper hospital
founded by Mother Teresa that had fallen into disre-
pair. The Misbachs went to work once again, binding
up wounds, providing leper bandages, bringing in

blankets and baskets of fruit and
nourishing food.

“We could have stayed home
and been content,” Brother
Misbach says, “but we know we are
needed so much more here. As a
consequence, we feel much closer
to the prophet and to our Savior.”

FOLLOWING THE SAVIOR

“What a tragedy if we had
missed this opportunity,” says
Brother Dolana of the call to
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. “This 
was a life-altering experience. 
Our marriage was strengthened,
and our children and their families
were affected as well. While we
were away, our children kept in
touch with their elderly grandpar-
ents. Without that, they might
never have grown so close to 
their grandparents.

“We wanted our children to 
understand more than their little
world. We wanted them to under-
stand what the Savior did when
He walked among the poor. We
hoped that through our example,
they would feel His presence.”

“After this experience,” Brother
Sperry says of his time in Thailand,
“material things don’t mean so
much. We have a whole new set of
things to think of and pray about.”
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Left: John Hess, right,
helped farmers in Belarus
learn how to multiply the
yield of their potato crops.

Below: Marva Watson
found love and friendship
among the people she
served in Beirut, Lebanon.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 T

H
O

M
A

S 
W

A
TS

O
N

President Marion G. Romney (1897–1988) taught,
“The Lord doesn’t really need us to take care of the
poor, but we need this experience; for it is only
through our learning how to take care of each other
that we develop within us the Christlike love and dis-
position necessary to qualify us to return to his pres-
ence” (“Living Welfare Principles,” Ensign, Nov. 1981,
92; emphasis in original).

“Our life in Peru was better than anything 
we’ve ever known,” says Rick Meyers of Victorville,
California. He and his wife, Alma, accepted a call to
serve as welfare missionaries in Peru while still in
their 40s. “Nothing matches the fulness of joy we 
had down there. We felt that we were following 
a call from the Lord, that we were fulfilling our 
purpose on earth, the mission of Jesus Christ.”

Neil and Laverle Christensen of Holladay, Utah,
served three other missions before being called to
Djakarta, Indonesia, on a humanitarian mission.
“When we accepted this calling, we knew it would
take us out of our comfort zone,” Brother Christensen
says. “To say that our lives will never be the same is
an understatement. This is so much more fulfilling
than sitting in a chair watching your birth certificate
expire. It’s real adventure. We’ve had wonderful 
experiences we never dreamed we would have.”

Perhaps these experiences are what President
Gordon B. Hinckley had in mind when he said,
“Generally speaking, the most miserable people I
know are those who are obsessed with themselves;
the happiest people I know are those who lose them-
selves in the service of others” (“Whosoever Will Save
His Life,” Ensign, Aug. 1982, 5).

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles has said, “If the Savior were among us
in mortality today, He would be found ministering to
the needy, the suffering, the sick” (“Inspired Church
Welfare,” Ensign, May 1999, 78). Those who serve wel-
fare missions spend their lives in service to “the least of
these” (Matt. 25:40). They walk in the footsteps of the
Savior, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting
the lonely, and giving hope to the despondent. They
understand in a profoundly personal way the Lord’s
counsel to “Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke 10:37).

“Have compassion, making a difference” (Jude
1:22). Those who serve welfare missions show that
rich blessings come into the lives of both givers and
receivers when loving, generous people exercise this
compassion that makes a difference. �
Neil K. Newell is a member of the Orem Utah Fifth Ward, Orem Utah
Stake. Lloyd D. Newell is a member of the Moyle Park Ward, Alpine
Utah North Stake.

More on this topic: See Vaughn J. Featherstone, “Couple Missionaries:
‘Too Wonderful for Me,’” Ensign, Sep. 1998, 15; David B. Haight,
“Couple Missionaries: A Wonderful Resource,” Ensign, Feb. 1996, 7;
Giles H. Florence Jr., “So Many Kinds of Missions,” Ensign, Feb.
1990, 6.
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Temperatures 
on the night of 
3 January 2000
had hovered near
zero, and three-
year-old Adam
McIntosh was
missing.
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Carl and Paula McIntosh live with their five 
children in the serenity of the rural mountain
community of Central, Utah, located 25 miles

from St. George. Cabins and houses are widely scat-
tered along the unpaved cedar-lined roads nestled in
a valley that sits at 5,200 feet surrounded by 9,000-
foot mountains.

On the evening of Sunday, 2 January 2000, it
seemed idyllic here, as if nothing could go wrong.
Brother McIntosh had finished his duties as elders
quorum president and Sister McIntosh as Young
Women president. Dinner was over, games played,
stories read, prayers offered, and hugs and kisses
given. Morning would come soon. Brother McIntosh
had to get up by 5:00 A.M. The three older children—
Benjamin, Peter, and Gabriel—had to get up in time
to catch a 7:50 A.M. bus to take them 17 miles to their
elementary school. Three-year-old Adam and five-
year-old Carl also had to get up early so they could
go with their mother when she drove the older boys
the half mile to the bus stop. 

Nearly four inches of snow had fallen during the
day on Sunday, but by night the skies had cleared,
bringing frigid temperatures. The fields were covered
with icy crystals. Before he went to bed, Brother
McIntosh turned up the heat, since this was to be one
of the coldest nights of the year, with temperatures
hovering near zero.

ADAM’S GONE

The next morning, Brother McIntosh’s eyes
blinked open before 5:00 A.M. Why? What had awak-
ened him? He felt something was wrong. He got out
of bed and went to the family room. It was so cold.
Then he heard the furnace going on and off, on and
off. 

He continued his search through the house and
discovered that the front door was open. “It’s that
dog,” he muttered to himself. “Somehow he’s pushed
the door open.” A blast of cold air hit him as he
pulled the door closed. But the dog, Duncan, a 40-
pound Australian shepherd and Border collie mix,
was not inside the house or on the porch. 

Then Brother McIntosh went from bedroom to
bedroom, checking his children, finding all but 
three-year-old Adam. Fear began to rise in his heart.
“Adam,” he whispered as he checked the beds again.
Finally, he gently shook Paula awake. “Don’t panic,
but Adam’s gone. He must be outside.”

Brother and Sister McIntosh pulled on their coats
and shoes, grabbed two flashlights, and rushed into
the night. They stopped, wondering which way to
go. Both knew no one could survive for long outside
in that cold and snow in just pajamas and bare feet.
Adam could have gone any direction—up the hill 
toward Cedar Drive, north on Lodge Road, down 
toward the bus stop, or off on any number of roads
that connected fields, woods, and houses.

Then Paula saw footprints of small bare feet in the
snow outside the house.

THE DISAPPEARING TRAIL

Paula got in the van and slowly followed Carl as
he tracked the footprints 100 feet to Lodge Road.
There the footprints disappeared. With prayers in
their hearts, both felt inclined to go south on the road
toward the old lodge. They did not understand the
inspiration in that decision until later.

“The promptings of the Spirit came over and over,
and we knew they would lead us to our little boy,” re-
members Brother McIntosh. “We knew that Adam’s
time was limited.”

Brother McIntosh could hardly walk on the road
because it was glassed over with black ice. “How
could Adam have walked on this road?” he won-
dered. “Maybe we are going the wrong direction.”
Then something drew him over to the side. There 
in a small patch of snow were the prints of two 
small bare feet. Next to them were the paw prints 
of a dog. 

Adam and Duncan had been this way! “Stay with
him, Duncan!” Brother McIntosh pleaded out loud.
Soon the snow patch disappeared, taking with it the
footprints. Then, to their joy, they reappeared in the
next patch of snow. Brother McIntosh hurried, figur-
ing that Adam had been outside at least 45 minutes.

Now the McIntoshes were almost a half mile 
from their house. Suddenly Duncan came trotting 
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PRAYER: AN OPEN CHANNEL
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out of the darkness toward Carl.
Rejoicing, Brother McIntosh
said, “Go to Adam, Duncan. Go
to Adam.” The dog turned and
led Brother McIntosh on toward
the lodge. As they approached
the old building, Duncan led
Carl away from the building on
a snow-packed trail used as a
shortcut to the bus stop. Sister
McIntosh had to leave Carl and
Duncan temporarily so she
could drive on the road that
swept around west of the lodge.
There she met up with her 
husband again.

“Anything?” Now she was in
tears.

“Nothing, but we’ll find
him.”

Carl slid into the van, and
they slowly retraced the route
back to the lodge. As they neared the building,
Brother McIntosh heard a child’s scream. They
stopped. Carl climbed out of the van, calling Adam’s
name as he made his way toward the old lodge.
There in the beam of his flashlight he saw two old
backless, broken chairs pulled together—nothing else.
Then he noticed Adam intertwined on the rungs un-
der the seats. He ran through the snow to get him.
Cuts and bruises and scrapes covered Adam’s face,
hands, and arms. His eyes were wild and glassy and
his breathing shallow.

“I thought I was going to have trouble getting
Adam untangled from those crosspieces, but he was
so stiff and still that I was able to get him out easily,”
remembers Brother McIntosh. “I knew hypothermia
had set in; I had seen it before. We bundled him in a
blanket and got him home as fast as we could.”

FIVE HOURS

Once at home, the McIntoshes noticed a bluish
hue around Adam’s mouth and on his fingers and
feet. Again and again they prayed for help as they
put Adam in a bathtub with lukewarm water. They
worked furiously for 45 minutes, but Adam’s re-
sponse was still not good. He could not speak or see.
He did not recognize his parents and made only a
few sounds.

At last the McIntoshes felt they could transport
Adam to the hospital, and they bundled him up 
in blankets and rushed down the mountain to 
St. George. Adam’s fingers and toes were now black.
Immediately the medical personnel encased him in 
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inflated heat blankets. His body
temperature was an alarming 
85 degrees Fahrenheit instead of
98.6. For five hours the doctors,
nurses, and technicians worked
to save Adam’s life. Slowly, ever
so slowly, Adam’s body temper-
ature came back to normal. The
doctor said that Adam would
have died if he had been out-
side even 10 minutes longer.

That night, Brother
McIntosh held Adam in his
arms. The room was bright,
warm, and safe. Among the
things they talked about was
why Adam had screamed out. 

“It was good that Duncan
went with you,” said Carl.

“Yep, but I got mad at him.”
“Why? You love him.”
“Duncan wouldn’t let me

sleep. I was tired and lay down. I closed my eyes, but
he kept breathing on me. He bumped me with his
nose and licked my face. I yelled at him, but he
wouldn’t stop. He kept me awake. I was mad at you
too.”

“Why?”
“I heard the car and you calling me. It was keep-

ing me awake, so I yelled at you. That’s when you
came to get me.”

HEART FULL OF THANKS

“Because of this experience,” says Brother
McIntosh, “we know that the Lord holds true to His
promises when we keep His commandments, pray al-
ways, and follow spiritual promptings. He will bless
us greatly. Yet we also know that if Adam had died,
Heavenly Father would have comforted us and
helped us to understand.”

Sister McIntosh agrees, adding, “We know Adam
was watched over. We realized now that we were 
led to him. For the next two weeks, I held him in my
arms all night and kept him at my side all day. Never
before that awful but blessed day did I realize the 
importance of following the teaching found in Alma:
‘Counsel with the Lord in all thy doings, and he will
direct thee for good; yea, when thou liest down at
night lie down unto the Lord, that he may watch 
over you in your sleep; and when thou risest in the
morning let thy heart be full of thanks unto God’ ”
(Alma 37:37). �
Emmett R. Smith is a member of the Central Ward, St. George Utah
West Stake.
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Loving, sincere parents can extend a 
spiritual lifeline to their children

through consistently seeking, developing,
and bearing strong testimony.

B Y E L D E R C A R L B .  C O O K
Area Authority Seventy

Young children can be taught to respond 
to the Spirit and share heartfelt experiences. 
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Afew years ago, during the
general session of a stake
conference at which I

was presiding, my testimony
was strengthened by the ex-
pressions of a young boy. I in-

vited Brian Cox, a priest preparing for a mission,
to come forward and bear a brief testimony. To
my surprise, a very young boy, also named
Brian Cox, began making his way to the pulpit.
When he arrived, I explained to him that the
invitation had been meant for an older boy
with the same name. I then gave him the 
option of returning to his seat. However, 
he quickly assured me that he wanted to
bear his testimony!

He proceeded to the pulpit with my 
approval, stretched tall so he could see
over it, and shared his sincere feelings
about the restored gospel. He declared
that Joseph Smith had been called of
God and that the Church today is led 
by a prophet. He expressed his 
appreciation for Jesus Christ, for his
blessings, and for a loving family.
Young Brian spoke spontaneously
from his heart, with conviction, and
without rehearsal or memorization.
Hearts were touched and testi-
monies strengthened because this
young boy was prepared to bear
his testimony at a moment’s notice.

Contrast this with the child
who goes to the microphone less
prepared with his own feelings
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and convictions who must be prompted on what to
say, or who is primarily looking for the approval of
others.

Young children desiring to bear testimony in pub-
lic can be taught to respond to the Spirit and share
heartfelt expressions. Such teaching is done most ef-
fectively in the home by loving parents who adhere
to principles related to testimony bearing.

A LIFELINE OF STRENGTH AND POWER

The testimonies we bear to one another become a
spiritual lifeline, helping us as we encounter the diffi-
culties and challenges of life. Our testimonies, the
core of our moral strength, develop, grow, and flour-
ish, in large part, because the Holy Ghost has con-
firmed to us the truthfulness of the testimonies borne
by others. It is especially important to extend this life-
line to our children.

Home activities such as scripture study, prayer,
family home evening, and wholesome family activities
provide us, as parents, with the opportunities to teach
and help our children feel the Holy Spirit. As
they learn to recognize the Spirit and receive
a personal witness of truth from the Holy
Ghost, they will be blessed with “a feeling
of calm, unwavering certainty” regarding
eternal truths.1 This certainty becomes
their lifeline of strength and power.

Elder Henry B. Eyring of the
Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles has outlined
three things we can
do to increase the
likelihood the
Holy Ghost
will bear witness of sacred truth to our children:
“First, we can teach some sacred truth. Then, we can
testify that we know what we have taught is true.
And then we must act so that those who hear our tes-
timony see that our actions conform with what we
said was true. The Holy Ghost will then confirm to
them the truth of what we said and that we knew it
to be true. That is how a legacy of testimony is cre-
ated, preserved, and transmitted in a family.”2

Loving, sincere parents with strong testimonies of
their own are better equipped than anyone else to in-
fluence their children’s testimonies. Our instructions
and examples are like those given by flight attendants
to passengers on commercial flights. Demonstrating
the use of oxygen
masks that au-
tomatically



drop from the ceiling during emergency situations,
flight attendants instruct parents to first put on their
own masks, then assist their young children. We must
be consistently seeking, developing, and bearing
strong testimonies of our own in order to extend this
spiritual lifeline to our children.

EXPRESSING FEELINGS IN THE HOME

Learning how to appropriately express heartfelt
feelings is a prelude to inspirational testimony bear-
ing. And what better place to learn and practice this
than within our families? When parents establish a
pattern of sharing their innermost feelings in the
home, children will gain confidence that their expres-
sions will be accepted and respected. Our homes will
then become spiritual fortresses. 

The sharing of spiritual feelings can become an in-
tegral part of family communication as daily experi-
ences unfold and gospel principles are discussed. The
scriptures provide many examples of parents express-
ing their testimonies to their children. For example,
Lehi spoke to his family “according to the feelings of
his heart and the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Ne. 4:12). His
wife, Sariah, also revealed her innermost feelings to
When parents establish a pattern
of scripture study, prayer, family

home evening, and sharing spiritual
feelings, children gain the confidence
to bear inspirational testimony.
her family when her sons returned safely from
Jerusalem (see 1 Ne. 5:8). She showed great humility
and took the opportunity to testify to her family.

The Prophet Joseph Smith enjoyed a home where
feelings could be expressed without fear. He recorded
that when the angel Moroni told him to tell his father
of the visions he had received: “I obeyed; I returned
to my father in the field, and rehearsed the whole
matter to him. He replied to me that it was of God,
and told me to go and do as commanded by the mes-
senger” (JS—H 1:50). It is significant that Joseph Sr.
told his son that he believed the manifestation was of
God. Father Joseph was expressing his feeling and
testimony that the vision was divine. Therefore, his
instruction to his son to obey the angel carried partic-
ular spiritual power.

As we share expressions of our innermost feelings
with our children, we can include various elements 
of what we know to be true, thus providing the Holy
Ghost with an opportunity to manifest the truthful-
ness of what we say. Elder Eyring has said, “Because
God always honors covenants, I can make a promise
to those who in faith keep the covenant to create 
experiences of giving love and bearing testimony
with their families. They will reap a harvest of hearts
touched, faith in Jesus Christ exercised unto repen-
tance, and the desire and the power to keep

covenants strengthened.”3
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INFORMAL COMMENTS

Often our daily activities and challenges give par-
ents opportunities to bear testimony in informal con-
versations with family members. Some examples are:

• “I know Heavenly Father loves you and is mindful
of what you are feeling.”

• “Even though money is limited, 
I know that if we keep paying
our tithing the Lord will bless 
us to be able to obtain the things 
we need.”

• “Today in sacrament meeting I felt
the Spirit confirming the truth of
the counsel given by our bishop.”

• “I have had similar trials and 
was lifted as I turned to our
Savior for help.”

Candid statements of love and
testimony not only teach but can
become the basis for more formal
testimony bearing by parents and
children. For example, after his ex-
perience in the Sacred Grove,
Joseph Smith went home fatigued.
He recorded that his mother was
concerned and inquired what the mat-
ter was. Joseph replied, “Never mind,
all is well––I am well enough off.” He
then said to his mother, “I have learned
for myself that Presbyterianism is not true” (JS—H
1:20).4 Young Joseph’s response to his mother’s honest
concern set the stage for Joseph to share his experi-
ence with his whole family and eventually the world.

This interaction between mother and son reveals
several significant lessons: (1) Mother Smith was
available when Joseph wanted to talk; (2) she knew
Joseph well, so she sensed that something was
wrong; (3) she listened even after Joseph seemed to
shrug off her concern; and (4) the sharing of feelings
was possible because of the closeness and trust in
their relationship, as evidenced by Joseph’s candid re-
sponse to his mother that the church she was attend-
ing was not the true Church.

INSPIRED QUESTIONS

Questions such as the one asked by Mother Smith
can evoke expressions of insight, deep feelings, and tes-
timony. The Savior’s question to His disciples, “Whom
do men say that I the Son of man am?” elicited from

Young Joseph S
perience in the S
his family, amo
could be express
Simon Peter one of the most powerful testimonies in all
scripture: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living
God” (Matt 16:13, 16). This question required His disci-
ples to ponder their feelings and put them into words.

Asking sincere questions of family members 
can provide similar opportunities for meaningful 
expressions within our homes. Some questions 
we might ask are:

• Would you like to tell me what
you are feeling now?

• How do you know when
Heavenly Father has answered
your prayers?

• What did you feel in your heart 
as we discussed this principle?

• What do you think the Savior
would do?

As family members ponder and
express their thoughts and feelings
about such questions, the Holy
Ghost will bear witness of truth, and
testimonies will be strengthened.

PUBLIC TESTIMONIES

Parents are responsible to teach
their young children how to bear
their testimonies in public settings
such as youth conferences, semi-

nary, Primary, or fast and testimony meetings. The
principles that govern appropriate testimony bearing
should be learned and applied at home, thus prepar-
ing children to share their heartfelt thoughts with
others. Public testimony bearing is most often a natu-
ral extension of the testimony bearing experiences
family members have at home.

In fast and testimony meetings, our Church leaders
invite us to “bear brief, heartfelt testimonies and to re-
late faith-promoting experiences.”5 When guided by
the Holy Ghost, we will refrain from sharing lengthy
narratives, unloading personal challenges, giving
preachments, making repetitious statements, or saying
and doing anything that detracts from the Spirit.

Allowing the Holy Spirit to prompt family mem-
bers to bear testimony, rather than directly or indi-
rectly pressuring them to do so, contributes to the
likelihood that each will have a positive experience
and also preserves the spirit of the meeting. 

Young children should be encouraged to bear 
testimony in sacrament meeting only when they 

h shared his ex-
red Grove with
whom feelings
without fear.



NOTES
1. See Bruce R. McConkie, Mormon Doctrine,

2nd ed. (1966), 785.
2. “A Legacy of Testimony,” Ensign, May

1996, 62.
3. “Witnesses for God,” Ensign, Nov. 1996, 32.
4. Joseph had received some pressure to

become Presbyterian from family members who
had recently joined that church. See Lucy Mack
Smith, History of Joseph Smith, ed. Preston Nibley
(1958), 69–70.

5. Church Handbook of Instructions, Book 1:
Stake Presidencies and Bishoprics (1998), 56.

Elder Carl B. Cook is an Area Authority Seventy
serving in the Utah North Area.

More on this topic: See Shirley M. Call, “Helping Children Learn to
Give Talks,” Ensign, Mar. 1999, 44; Susan L. Warner, “Bear Record
of Him,” Ensign, Nov. 1998, 66; Emerson R. West, “This I Know,”
Ensign, Dec. 1993, 26; LeGrand R. Curtis, “Happiness Is
Homemade,” Ensign, Nov. 1990, 12.
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feel the Holy Ghost prompts
them to do so, and when
they can do so on their own.
By not directing their expres-
sions, we are conveying the
important principle that tes-
timonies are not a recitation
of words but an opportunity
to express sincere feelings re-
lated to the truths of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Recently, I listened as a
very young girl bore her tes-
timony in fast and testimony
meeting. I was particularly
touched when she expressed
appreciation for Joseph
Smith in “restoring our
Church.” Even at a young
age this daughter of God felt
a part of the body of Saints. The words she used to
express her feelings were her own. I felt her sincerity
and humility as she spoke by the Spirit. 

I testify that we can extend a lifeline of testimony
to our children when we provide a home environ-
ment inviting to the Spirit. We can teach and testify as
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prompted by the Holy Ghost, allowing
the Spirit to develop within their souls
a core of strength that will carry them
through the challenges of life. They
will then come to know and feel joy 
as they, in turn, bear their testimonies
and extend that lifeline to others. �
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Y ou can almost feel the
light as you walk through
the gate of Temple Square.

Light surrounds you. A myriad of
Christmas lights—hundreds of thou-
sands of them—shine in the trees.
Patterns in light shine beneath the
snow on the ground. Lights bob in
plastic bubbles on the reflecting pool
in front of the Salt Lake Temple.
Luminarias light your way along the
walkways of the Church Office
Building plaza.

It is Christmas on Temple Square,
and you are among the thousands
who come to appreciate the beauty
of this place at this season. Temple
Square is the most visited tourist site
in Utah. About one-sixth of its an-
nual visitors come between the 
last week in November, when the
Christmas lights are turned on, and
the end of December. Nearly half a
million people passed through the
gates during December 2001.
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The decorations speak to the
hearts of members and other visi-
tors from many lands. Words on
some of the luminarias say “Feliz
Navidad,” “Joyeux Noel,” “Frohe
Weinachten”—“Merry Christmas”
in many languages, including sign
language. On the plaza, you see
large nativity scenes from Mexico,
Japan, New Zealand, and other
countries. In the Church Museum
of History and Art on the west
side of Temple Square, a display 
of créches depicts the nativity as
seen through the eyes of different
cultures. In a brightly painted
Swedish scene, the three Wise
Men arrive on horseback dressed
as fine gentlemen. From Ecuador
and Nigeria come manger scenes
carefully carved in natural wood.
From Italy come carved wood
Renaissance versions of Mary,
36

Below: The nativity is portrayed with
Japanese characters on Temple Square.
Right: The traditional portrayal of the 
nativity is depicted in a créche carved in
the Holy Land. Far right: Lights adorn
trees around the Assembly Hall.
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Joseph, and the Christ child in the
manger, sculpted and painted in
fine detail.

There seems to be something to
delight every eye and every heart.
Overhead colors reflect off the sil-
ver in the hair of an older couple
strolling among the lights and
lanterns, gloved fingers inter-
twined. With wide Christmas 
eyes, a toddler riding his daddy’s
shoulders ponders the kings on
camels’ backs and a babe in a
manger. Inside the North Visitors’
Center, a lone woman pauses to
look up into the face of the
Christus statue, reflecting the
serenity she sees there.
38

Below: A carved Nigerian nativity scene
on display in the Church Museum of
History and Art. Right: Shepherds “abide”
in lighted fields on Temple Square. Top in-
set: A carved nativity scene from Mexico.
Bottom inset: One of the many luminarias
lining walkways.
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For the most part, visitors on
the square keep moving because
of the cold. But you may pause at
the focal points—that manger
scene with its recorded narration
about the Savior’s birth in mortal-
ity, and the Christus statue with
the great expanse of the heavens
depicted behind it. While the
beauty of the lights on Temple
Square will linger in the mind,
what you feel as you think about
the birth and mission of the Savior
will linger longer in the heart.

You can feel it strongly in this
place when you think of Him, the
source of all light.

Welcome to this celebration of
His birth. Feel the peace of know-
ing that He lives, and that because
of Him you too can live. �
Left: Christmas tree in the lobby of
the Joseph Smith Memorial Building.
Far left: A traditional créche from
Italy. Above: Wise Men on camels in
the life-size manger scene outside the
North Visitors’ Center.
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For 20 years, friends, 
neighbors, and family 
had been trying to interest 
him in the gospel, but 
“I never saw myself joining
the Church.”
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B Y E L D E R D A V I D B .  H A I G H T
Of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles

Most of the people who
stayed to speak to me after
a stake conference in the

south part of the Salt Lake Valley
simply offered kind words of appreciation. But one
sister added something more, pointing to the man a
few people behind her in the line: “My husband—the
man in the leather coat—is not a member.”

She left me wondering what her husband might
say. I was intrigued when he confided, “I am closer to
joining the LDS Church than I have ever been.”

That was the beginning of my acquaintance with
Duane Marsala. “All we do is teach the gospel of Jesus
Christ,” I assured him and invited him to call if there
was anything I could do to help him make a decision.

Duane told me later that his heart had been
changed that day. At the moment we spoke, he felt a
strong outpouring of the love of his Heavenly Father.
It struck him that there had been no attempt, no pres-
sure to convert him, only an assurance that he was
loved.

He would come to realize that this feeling was
simply a more intense manifestation of the love he
had long felt from family and friends.

For 20 years, friends, neighbors, and family had
been trying to interest him in the gospel. He had
shown little interest in the Church, though he would
attend meetings when his children were participat-
ing. “Sunday was my day,” he said. Ordinarily, he
could be found on the golf course. “I never saw my-
self joining the Church.”

Nevertheless, as a loving father, he often helped
his children choose the right by asking them, “What
does your religion stand for?” His wife and children
dreamed that one day the family might be sealed in
the temple, but they knew that if it were ever to hap-
pen, they would have to live as examples for him. His
wife, Carolee, went to church without him for many
years, offering countless prayers that someday he
would be a member. She received her own temple en-
dowment with Duane’s blessing.

Duane was proud of his children for the examples
they set. He was proud of his son Nathan’s service as
a missionary, so he was upset when Nathan had to
come home for medical reasons. Why should this
happen when his son was trying so hard to serve the
Lord? “I was mad—real mad—at God and at the
Church,” Duane says.

Then he met two missionaries with the knack of
caring despite his anger. When Sisters Rachael Sites
and Misty Still asked to hold family home evenings
with the Marsalas, Duane let them because he could
feel they cared about him as a person, not just a sta-
tistic. They invited Duane to the stake conference
where he and I met.

The softening of his heart was not immediately
visible, but things were beginning to come together 
in his life. From his family, the missionaries, and one
Apostle fortunate enough to know him, “I felt more
love than I could turn away from,” he says.

The intensity of those feelings surprised him.
Uncertain what to make of them, Duane decided to
talk with me. He made an appointment for a day
when I would be in the office.

We visited for more than an hour. I tried to assure



NOTES
1. Special Witnesses of Christ contains testimonies of the Savior

Jesus Christ and of His gospel offered by members of the First
Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. The videotape
is available to members through Church distribution centers (item
no. 53584, $5.00 U.S.).

2. “Special Witnesses of Christ,” Ensign, Apr. 2001, 12–13.
him that joining the Church was something he
needed to do because he knew it was right and not
just to please his wife. Later he told me that he left
my office wondering again why I had not put pres-
sure on him to be baptized. But then he understood:
both of us knew what he needed to do, but he would
have to make the decision.

The next night was the sister missionaries’ family
home evening with the Marsalas. As part of their
presentation on the Savior, they used the Special
Witnesses of Christ video.1 Knowing that Duane 
and I had met at stake conference, the missionaries
chose to play the portion of the videotape in which 
I bore my testimony. I told of my experience when
President Spencer W. Kimball called me to be a 
member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, 
with, he had said to me, “all the love that I possess.” 
I explained: “He was teaching me that love is essen-
tial—the love that the Savior hopes that we will 
acquire—that we must show, that we must demon-
strate, we must feel in our hearts and souls in order 
to teach the gospel properly.”2 As Duane listened, he
understood the true source of the love he had been
feeling from all of us.

After the video, the missionaries asked everyone
to express their feelings about the Savior. When
everyone else had spoken, Duane told his family of
his meeting with me the day before. Then he told the
missionaries that he would accept their discussions,
but they would have only “one shot” to teach him.

On the day he was to have the first discussion, he
called me to ask for my prayers in his behalf. I as-
sured him that he would have them.

As the missionaries taught him that day, he found
himself focusing only on the voice of the missionary
speaking to him. “I felt warmth and peace,” he re-
calls. When Sister Still asked him about his feelings,
he realized clearly what they indicated. Calmly he an-
swered yes to the questions, “Do you believe in Jesus
Christ?” “Do you believe Joseph Smith was a prophet?”
“Do you believe the Church is true?” and, finally,
“Will you be baptized?”

Brother Marsala entered the waters of bap-
tism on Christmas Day 2000, with more than 
250 of the people who love him in attendance.
On 7 January 2001, his son
Nathan conferred the priest-
hood on him. One year and one
day later, the Marsalas  were
sealed as a family in the Salt
Lake Temple.

Not long afterward, a large
card arrived at my office with a
picture of Duane and Carolee
and their children, Nathan,

Duane Marsala,
center, on the day
he was sealed 
in the Salt Lake
Temple to his 
family: wife,
Carolee, right;
Nathan, left;
Alyssa; Miles; 
and Quinten.
Alyssa, Miles, and Quinten. On a separate sheet, in
large type, were these words: “Prayers are answered.
Dreams do come true. Families are forever.”

My friend Duane tells me that the year after his
baptism was one of the hardest of his life. But along
with the challenges, there were good things, includ-
ing his daughter Alyssa’s wedding in the temple,
which he was able to attend. Duane and Carolee reg-
ularly attend the temple together now.

“I am so blessed and thankful for the impressions
and the witness of the Holy Spirit in my life,” Duane
says. “When I hit obstacles in my path, I can draw 
on the strength of that witness. Because of it, I can
continue to move forward and know that what I am
doing is right.” �
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Nehemiah mounted his
horse and inspected

the deteriorated walls of
Jerusalem by night. The
next day he called on the
people to rebuild their
walls and their lives.IL
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The valiance of Nehemiah, governor of Jerusalem,
is an example of what the Lord asks of us.
B Y E L D E R M O D E S T O M .  A M I S TA D J R .
Area Authority Seventy

Nehemiah was a Jew exiled with his people in
Persia. Though he was born far away from his
homeland, his heart yearned for Jerusalem.

During the reign of King Artaxerxes, Nehemiah knew
that some of the Jews were already gathering back to the
land of Judah (see Bible Dictionary, “Cyrus,” 651), yet his
position as cupbearer1 to the king required that he re-
main in Babylon.

Nehemiah inquired about the welfare of the Jews in
Jerusalem and was told that they were “in great affliction

and reproach: the wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates
thereof are burned with fire” (Neh. 1:3). When Nehemiah heard this, he “sat
down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before
the God of heaven” (Neh. 1:4). He so loved and wanted to help his people!
What Nehemiah chose to do at that crucial time in his life provides us with
an example of what we can do when our hearts are drawn out in prayer for
the welfare of others.

HIS PRIORITIES

To help his people, Nehemiah knew he would have to make some drastic
changes in his life and that he would need the permission and support of
the king. One day as he appeared  before the king with his food, he went
with a sad countenance. The king noticed and asked why he was so un-
happy. Nehemiah was fearful at first, but taking courage from a prayer of
the heart, he asked the king for permission to temporarily journey to
Jerusalem. He also asked for letters and soldiers to ensure his safe passage 
to Judah and for the materials he would need to rebuild the gates and 
walls of Jerusalem. All this the king gladly granted, so Nehemiah gave up
his comfortable position as the king’s cupbearer and set out to fulfill the 
true desires of his heart (see Neh. 2:1–11).



THEY LAUGHED HIM TO SCORN

The arrival of Nehemiah’s group at Jerusalem
caused hostility from two other regional governors 
in Palestine, Sanballat and Tobiah. They viewed
Nehemiah as a political rival and were upset that
“there was come a man to seek the welfare of the 
children of Israel” (Neh. 2:10).

The first thing Nehemiah did was to inspect
Jerusalem’s walls. Any breach in a city’s walls
brought serious consequences to the safety of its 
inhabitants. The walls of Jerusalem were not only a
protection but a physical symbol of the establishment
of the Jews as a people. The Holy City was a unifying
force and place of refuge for the Jews. 

Nehemiah mounted his horse and by night went
completely around the city, noting the deplorable
condition of the wall and gates. The next day he ap-
peared before the priests and leaders of the people
and announced his intent: “Come, and let us build 
up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a re-
proach.” And the people responded, “Let us rise up
and build” (Neh. 2:17–18).

Nehemiah’s call to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem
was much more than a simple renovation project. It
was a call for the Jews to take control of their lives,
land, and destiny as the people of God.

But when Sanballat, Tobiah, and others heard
Nehemiah’s plan, they laughed and ridiculed him
and the people. They did not want the Jews to rise
again to political prominence in the region. But
Nehemiah answered them, “The God of heaven, he
will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise
and build” (Neh. 2:20).

REBUILDING THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM

Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went
to work and raised the first new gate into place. The
men of Jericho built an adjoining section. The sons of
Hassenaah rebuilt the next gate, as group after group
of Jews mobilized to the cause (see Neh. 3:1–32).

The closer the wall came to completion, the
stronger the opposition became from Sanballat,
Tobiah, and others. “Nevertheless we made our
prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them
day and night” (Neh. 4:9). Nehemiah rallied his dis-
couraged workers: “Be not ye afraid of them: remem-
ber the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for
your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your
wives, and your houses” (Neh. 4:14). Working with
their instruments of war in one hand and their tools
for building in the other, they rebuilt the city walls in
just 52 days (see Neh. 4:21; 6:15).
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BUILDER OF LIVES
Nehemiah was not satisfied with simply building

physical structures; he wanted his people to be edi-
fied spiritually as well. Under his skillful leadership
and direction, Jews who had been sold into slavery to
other Jews were freed and restored to their lands.
And the practice of usury––Jews charging other Jews
excessive interest for the use of their money––was
also discontinued (see Neh. 5:1–14). Nehemiah estab-
lished law and order in the newly revitalized city and
withheld the priesthood of God from any man who
did not have genealogical records to prove his right
to the priesthood (see Neh. 7:63–64). 

Because of the poverty of the people, Nehemiah
refused to receive his lawful payment as governor,
and he entertained each day at his own cost 150 
Jews, welcoming any who were returning from cap-
tivity (see Neh. 5:14–19). In these and other reforms
Nehemiah received support from Ezra the priest 
(see Bible Dictionary, “Ezra,” 669). In so many ways,
Nehemiah is a model for service in the kingdom of
God today.

MODERN NEHEMIAHS

I often think of the thousands of valiant full-time
missionaries and members all over the world who are
serving like latter-day Nehemiahs. I also think of the
thousands who have gone before them and the thou-
sands who are preparing to serve the Lord. They are
willing to sacrifice their personal comforts to build
lives of faith among the children of God through the
restored gospel of Jesus Christ.

Many years ago when my wife and I were married
civilly, we belonged to two different religions. Our
children grew and began to ask which church service
they should attend. This caused disagreements
within the family. Then one afternoon, two tall and
weary American missionaries found me gardening in
front of our home. They introduced themselves po-
litely and courageously as missionaries of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints with an important
message about God and His Son Jesus Christ. They
patiently made return appointments and taught my
family. In 1984 we were baptized, due largely to the
dedication and faith of these missionaries and others
who came to our home. We have been so blessed 
by these faithful servants of the Lord––latter-day
Nehemiahs! Each performs the work of the Lord at
great sacrifice, in the midst of difficulties and hard-
ship. They each can testify that God provides a way
for their success, as the Lord did for Nehemiah and
the ancient Jews.

Sometime in my early membership in the Church,
I became less active when I succumbed to pressures
from professional and social circles. My family and I
were restored to full Church activity and faith by lov-
ing home and visiting teachers. They too were latter-
day Nehemiahs to us.

RETURNING TO THE HOMELAND

There are many today who find themselves spiri-
tually in a situation similar to that of the Jews in
Nehemiah’s time––in danger of long-term captivity
because of unrighteousness. In God’s great mercy, He
gives His children opportunities to return to Him.

What helped the Jews succeed in the face of
tremendous opposition? They had a great leader––
Nehemiah. He was humble, self-motivated, confi-
dent in the will of God, willing to take the lead, full
of faith, fearless, an organizer, obedient, and just.
He was able to gain the love, trust, and confidence
of his people.

Today we are blessed with a living prophet,
apostles, and many faithful men and women who
lead the Church. They provide the strength so
many of us need in times of spiritual and temporal
crisis as we heed their inspired counsel. Families are
likewise blessed when family members provide an
enduring and uniting influence of faith and
strength to each other.

President Gordon B. Hinckley has taught of 
the need to be a friend to new members, to keep
them strongly integrated in the Church.2 Modern
Nehemiahs are needed to befriend them, to become
their mentors and guides. Such a person is willing to
give precious hours of fellowship to those who need
stronger walls of faith.

Nehemiah’s story of inspired leadership and mis-
sion to rebuild walls and lives teaches us of a loving
and merciful Father in Heaven. He gave His Only
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to atone for the sins of all
mankind. His Atonement makes our glorious return
to Their presence possible. The road toward that re-
turn may at times be difficult, but it is very possible
only because of and through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Redeemer.

The valiance of Nehemiah is an example of what
the Lord requires of the Latter-day Saints today: the
courage to rebuild the lives of His scattered people
and bring them back into His presence. �

NOTES
1. An officer who tasted the food and drink before it was

passed to those at the table. He was a person of rank in the 
household, possessing great influence.

2. See “Feed the Lambs, Feed the Sheep,” Ensign, May 1999,
108–10.

Elder Modesto M. Amistad Jr. is an Area Authority Seventy serving
in the Philippines Area.
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What if you had longed for but had not 
been able to read from the scriptures for
many years? And what if it had been even

longer since you had been able to listen to or read the
talks from general conference?

Now, what if such a spiritual drought were to fi-
nally end? How would you feel and what would you
do? The story of Ezra shows us how the ancient Jews
felt and what they did at the first public discourse on
the scriptures in Jerusalem in at least 120 years.

THE EXILED JEWS RETURN

After more than 60 years in Babylonian captivity, 
the Jews as a people began to return to their beloved
Jerusalem. Cyrus, the conqueror of Babylon and
founder of the Persian Empire, issued a decree giving
them permission to reclaim their homeland and rebuild
their temple (see 2 Chron. 36:22–23; Ezra 1:2–3). Cyrus
even gave back to them 5,400 gold and silver “vessels of
the house of the Lord” that Nebuchadnezzar had taken
out of Jerusalem (see Ezra 1:7–11). The first group to
journey back to Jerusalem consisted of 42,360 Jews, ar-
riving in 537 B.C. (see Ezra 2). For several more decades,
additional groups migrated to help reconstruct the city
walls and temple. Led by Zerubbabel, a prince of
Judah, and the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the
people joyously dedicated the temple in 516 B.C. (see
Ezra 3:1–6:16).  The people again offered sacrifices to 
the Lord in His holy house, and Levitical priests were
organized to do their duties according to the law of
Moses. They “kept the feast of unleavened bread seven

The astonishing power of the 
scriptures changed the lives of 
the exiled ancient Israelites and 
can change your life too.
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days with joy: for the Lord had made them joyful”
(Ezra 6:22). Yet something of eternal import was still
missing among them: a knowledge of the scriptures.

A SCRIBE FOR THE PEOPLE

To fill such a need, the Lord raised up a Levite, a
direct descendant of Aaron, named Ezra (see Ezra
7:1–5). Born in captivity, Ezra was inspired to
ask Artaxerxes, king of Persia, for
permission to lead another group
of Jews back to Jerusalem in 459
B.C. (see Ezra 7:6–7). The king
granted him everything he asked,
providing him with an impressive
letter of introduction and creden-
tials that entitled Ezra to whatever
he and his group needed during
their journey (see Ezra 7:11–27).

Now, Ezra was no ordinary
priest of Aaron, for he was a “ready
scribe in the law of Moses . . . even
a scribe of the words of the com-
mandments of the Lord, and of his
statutes to Israel” (Ezra 7:6, 11). The
word scribe “does not merely sig-
nify a speedy writer or an excellent
penman, but one who was emi-
nently skilful in expounding the
law.”1 Ezra was a teacher, well
versed in the scriptures, who had
devoted himself to the study and
observance of their commands and
decrees. Furthermore, he “had pre-
pared his heart to seek the law of
the Lord, and to do it” (Ezra 7:10).

Ezra and his group made the dif-
ficult journey of about 1,100 miles in
just four months, so that Ezra could “teach in Israel
statutes and judgments” (Ezra 7:10). Thus the Lord
had made ready a man of God to end the long famine
“of hearing the words of the Lord” (see Amos 8:11–12).
For the rest of our story we must now turn to the book
of Nehemiah.

“THIS DAY IS HOLY”
Not long after Ezra arrived in Jerusalem, the peo-

ple prepared for a special celebration called the Feast
of Tabernacles (see Bible Dictionary, “Feasts,” 673).
Traditionally it is perhaps the most joyful of all Jewish
feasts. Coming in the fall of each year, it is a time of
thanksgiving for the harvest and other blessings from
the Lord. The people must have been particularly
grateful at the feast that year for their newly acquired
freedoms, land, and temple. They asked Ezra to be

“Often we
spend g

effort in trying
the activity lev
stakes. . . . All
commendable
their spiritual leader and to teach them from the
scriptures (see Neh. 8:1).

A wooden stand was built for Ezra from which he
could speak so that all the people could see and hear.
Similar to our conference gatherings, 15 men, includ-
ing Nehemiah, the governor, occupied the stand, as
an assembly of “all that could hear with understand-

ing,” including men, women, and children, anx-
iously awaited instruction (see Neh. 8:2–4, 9). 

As Ezra opened the scriptures, all
the people simultaneously stood
up and remained standing through-
out the meeting. Ezra knelt down
and offered thanks to the Lord, 
and all the people answered,
“Amen, Amen,” with hands raised
to heaven. They then “bowed their
heads, and worshipped the Lord

with their faces to the ground”
(Neh. 8:6).

Ezra, Nehemiah,
and several other

Levites then in-
structed the people,

reading from the scriptures,
giving clear explanations of

their meanings so that all the
people could understand (see Neh.
8:7–9). The speeches went on for
five or six hours (see Neh. 8:3), yet
the people listened attentively. This
experience affected the people so
profoundly they were moved to
tears by the words of the scriptures.

“This day is holy unto the Lord
your God; mourn not, nor weep,”
Ezra told the people. “Go your way,
eat the fat, and drink the sweet,” he

said, “for this day is holy unto our Lord” (Neh. 8:9–10).
Ezra also asked the people to make sure that no one
went without plenty of delicious food on this day. So
the people went home and made “great mirth, because
they had understood the words that were declared
unto them” (Neh. 8:12).

“A SURE COVENANT”
The next day the heads of all the families gathered

around Ezra to continue their study of the scriptures.
To their surprise they discovered instructions written
in the law that the people were supposed to celebrate
the Feast of Tabernacles while living in booths, or
temporary shelters made of branches of trees and
shrubs (see Lev. 23:42–43). So they immediately
spread word to the people to build their booths and
live in them for the remainder of the seven-day feast,

 
 increase 
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a practice that had been lost from this feast for more
than 1,000 years! And the people celebrated with
“very great gladness” for six more days, gathering
each day to hear Ezra read to them from the scrip-
tures. On the last day, there was a great solemn 
assembly (see Neh. 8:13–18).

As a result of this wonderful occasion, the people
fasted, confessed their sins, and continued to
study the scriptures. They expressed grati-
tude to the Lord in a beautiful
prayer that recounted the grace and
power of Jehovah from the Creation
to their return from exile (see Neh.
9:5–37). Through their scripture
studies they had come to appreciate
the great blessings the Lord had
given them. “Thou art a God ready
to pardon,” they acknowledged,
“gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness”
(Neh. 9:17). Because
their hearts were con-
trite and their desires were
pure, the people made “a sure
covenant” with the Lord, put it
in writing, and had all the leaders
and priests affix their seals to it (see
Neh. 9:38). This story contains
many remarkable parallels to the
story of King Benjamin’s address to
his people in the Book of Mormon
and their reaction to his message
(see Mosiah 2–5).

THE POWER OF THE SCRIPTURES

The prophet Alma taught that
the word of the Lord can have a
more powerful influence upon people than the
sword or anything else (see Alma 31:5). In fact, 
the preaching of the word enabled the righteous
Lamanites to completely destroy the Gadianton 
robbers from among them (see Hel. 6:37).

A modern-day Ezra, President Ezra Taft Benson,
has said: “Often we spend great effort in trying to in-
crease the activity levels in our stakes. We work dili-
gently to raise the percentages of those attending
sacrament meetings. We labor to get a higher percent-
age of our young men on missions. We strive to im-
prove the numbers of those marrying in the temple.
All of these are commendable efforts and important
to the growth of the kingdom. But when individual
members and families immerse themselves in the
scriptures regularly and consistently, these other ar-
eas of activity will automatically come. Testimonies
will increase. Commitment will be strengthened.

“But when
bers and
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Families will be fortified. Personal revelation will
flow.”2 What happened when the Israelites heard and
studied the scriptures is a wonderful example of this
great teaching.

The study of the scriptures is often a significant
way for us to learn from the Lord what we need to
know and do. Elder Boyd K. Packer of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles has taught that if we “are ac-

quainted with the revelations, there is no ques-
tion––personal or social or political
or occupational—that need go
unanswered. . . . Therein we find
principles of truth that will resolve
every confusion and every prob-
lem and every dilemma that will
face the human family or any indi-
vidual in it.”3

A regular and consistent pat-
tern of scripture study is what will
be most helpful. Elder Neal A.
Maxwell of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles said: “A few little
flowers will spring up briefly in
the dry gulley through which tor-
rents of water pass occasionally.
But it is steady streams that bring
thick and needed crops. In the
agriculture of the soul that has to
do with nurturing attributes, flash
floods are no substitute for regular
irrigation.”4

Ezra and the Jews of his day
provide a worthy model showing
why and how we should study
and teach the scriptures. May we
in reverence come to spiritual at-
tention each time we open their
pages. May we rely on the words

of living apostles and prophets to help us under-
stand their true meanings. May we celebrate with
“very great gladness” that the study of the scrip-
tures is our privilege. And may we make and keep
our sacred covenants with great diligence and faith,
using the scriptures as our guide. �

NOTES
1. Adam Clarke, The Holy Bible . . . with a Commentary and Critical

Notes, 6 vols. (1973), 2:743.
2. “The Power of the Word,” Ensign, May 1986, 81.
3. “Teach the Scriptures,” (address to CES religious educators,

14 Oct. 1977), 5.
4. Notwithstanding My Weakness (1981), 7.

Brian D. Garner is a member of the Kaysville 10th Ward, Kaysville
Utah Crestwood Stake.

More on this topic: See Timothy L. Carver, “Enjoying the Old Testa-
ment,” Ensign, Jan. 2002, 56–60; Richard D. Draper, “Judah between
the Testaments,” Ensign, Oct. 1982, 36–41; Edward J. Brandt, “The
Exile and First Return of Judah,” Ensign, July 1974, 12–13.

vidual mem-
ilies immerse
 scriptures
sistently,
f activity
 come.”

THE ENSIGN/DECEMBER 2002     



50

&QUESTIONS    ANSWERS
THE FOLLOWING SUGGESTIONS AND EXPER IENCES ARE SHARED BY ENSIGN READERS

Q

Music should bring joy, so we try
not to make it a battleground.
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We are taught to use care-
ful judgment in choosing
the music we listen to. As a
parent or leader of youth,
how can I ensure that the
music played at home or a
Church dance is appropri-
ate without offending
someone?

MUSIC IN THE HOME

I often think of my mother and
how she influenced me in devel-
oping a love for good music. For
quite some time she was a ward
chorister and would practice
singing the hymns while she went
about her household chores. What
a blessing this was to me because I
constantly heard her singing songs
of praise.—Dean Steele, Boise
Ninth Ward, Boise Idaho Stake

When our oldest child began 
to be interested in questionable
music, my husband and I felt we
shouldn’t be subjected to her
choices, so we initially confined
her music to her own ears or her
room. But it soon dawned on us
that our daughter could still hear
it, and the music was not con-
ducive to the presence of the Holy
Ghost in our home. We decided to
play uplifting music for all the 
family to enjoy so that we could
become the major music influence
in our children’s lives. The change
didn’t happen overnight or with-
out struggles, but our children
have come to respect the idea that
our house is holy ground. Just as
smoking, alcohol, and swearing 
are not allowed because they chase
away the Holy Ghost, so also is in-
appropriate music not allowed.
—Rose V. Voigt, Preston Branch,
Rochester Minnesota Stake

Our 14-year-old son loved the
pulsating rhythms of rock music.
He turned it on when he was get-
ting ready for school, when we
traveled in the car, and the instant
he arrived home from school.
Though we had a family collection
of uplifting recordings, unless I
got to the stereo first, his music 
invaded our home. We had some
family discussions, but our son’s
ears seemed closed. Then one
summer we attended a Church
musical production. Our son loved
one of its songs, so we purchased
it for him. He listened to it all the
time. Not long after, we found the
objectionable recordings in the
trash!—Betty Jan Murphy, Pine
Ward, Payson Arizona Stake

My oldest son brought home a
CD of a few songs a school friend
had made for him of a popular
music group. His younger brother
reported that some of the words
on the CD might be bad. As my
husband and I listened to the mu-
sic and discussed the songs with
our sons, we agreed that this mu-
sic was not an appropriate choice.
We emphasized the guidelines set
forth in For the Strength of Youth.
We encourage our children not 
to rely on others’ opinions and
preferences but to assess whether
the music is appropriate based on
the Lord’s standards given to us
through latter-day prophets.
—Lisa Whitsitt, Whitby Ward,
Oshawa Ontario Canada Stake

When the missionaries began
teaching me, I knew I was going to
have to make some major changes
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in my life. One area was my 
music collection. I remember 
Elder Sutton looking through it 
to see what I owned. I knew my
old behaviors in music no longer
fit what I was learning about the
Savior and His Church. It was ei-
ther the gospel or my selfish de-
sires. One day I scooped up my
collection and got rid of it. I moved
one step closer toward that sweet
peace found in the Atonement of
Jesus Christ.—Kevin Mesch,
Market Street Branch, Beaverton
Oregon Stake

MUSIC AT CHURCH ACTIVITIES

Three years ago we formed a
stake youth dance music commit-
tee. There are two youth from
each unit on the committee with
youth cochairs. They meet one
hour prior to each dance and 
preview the music. It has been a
tremendous help, and the youth
are so good to cut out the “trashy”
music. Some adults thought that
many youth would not come to
the dances if they could not play
anything they wanted. The oppo-
site happened. We have large
crowds, and in the schools our
youth are being asked, “When 
is the next Mormon dance?”
—Barbara L. Brown, Yuma First
Ward, Yuma Arizona Stake

We know that when youth and
adults work together and commu-
nicate, dances can be enjoyable for
all. Everyone shares in the respon-
sibility for the appropriateness of
the music. However, whenever
there is a difference of opinion, the
stake leader assigned to oversee
that dance makes the final deci-
sion. Music is played from a list of
songs approved by the Stake Youth
Activity Committee. We avoid us-
ing edited versions of songs be-
cause playing them reminds us of
the ugly words taken out. If some-
one wants a song added to the list,
that person is encouraged to write
his or her name, the song title, and
the artist on a piece of paper and
hand it to a stake youth or adult
leader. The song is reviewed be-
fore the next dance, and if it is not
added to the list, an explanation is
given to the person who requested

it. All songs on the list and a copy
of the list are available at each
dance. We also like to watch when
songs are played to see which 
ones youth dance to. If few people
dance to a song, we consider 
removing it from the list, because
we prefer a dance, not a “stand
around and listen.” Music should
bring joy, so we try not to make it 
a battleground.—Carol Bowes,
Roxboro Branch, Durham North
Carolina Stake

This past summer at girls’ camp,
the young women of each ward
were asked to choose a song to 
perform with karaoke. The 

“In dances for youth and adults,
dress, grooming, lighting, danc-
ing styles, lyrics, and music

should contribute to an atmosphere
where the Spirit of the Lord can be
present. Those who oversee dance
activities should pay strict attention
to the following policies.

“The Performance Contract form
should be used when hiring a band,
orchestra, or disc jockey. . . .
Leaders hold auditions and make
firm, clear agreements in writing
that commit the persons who 
provide music to follow Church
standards. . . .

“The beat of the music, whether
instrumental or vocal, should not
overshadow the melody. Music vol-
ume should be low enough so two
people standing side by side can
hear each other as they carry on
normal conversation” (Church
Handbook of Instructions, Book 2:
Priesthood and Auxiliary Leaders
[1998], 277).
performances went off well; how-
ever, some leaders questioned the
suitability of several of the songs.
So in a follow-up lesson we had the
young women read and discuss the
thirteenth article of faith. Then we
talked about each of the karaoke
songs. Without any promptings
from leaders, the girls found sev-
eral songs to be inappropriate, 
the same songs leaders had ques-
tioned.—Shauna Wheelwright,
Union Park Fourth Ward, Midvale
Utah Union Park Stake

Organizing dances around a
theme, such as the ’50s or ’60s, is
an effective way to narrow the
type of music played.—Tamara
Woolley, Tokyo Third Ward,
Tokyo Japan South Stake

A rule that has worked well for
us is to judge a song on its own
merits. Although some types of
music seem to have a greater per-
centage of songs with inappropri-
ate lyrics, I always try to play good
songs from many different genres,
even if I don’t personally care for
them. I also intersperse dance clas-
sics with modern songs, and the
youth dance right along with the
adult chaperones.—Chris Ishoy,
New City Ward, Caldwell New
Jersey Stake

Most youth in the Church 
do not seek out immoral and 
offensive music; they simply like
familiar tunes. It is, therefore, in-
cumbent upon the adults in their
lives, who have broader experi-
ence, to lovingly monitor their 
exposure to offensive music. By 
being good examples of wise music
selection, demonstrating love and
concern, and exercising common
sense, adults can help youth make
better choices until they are ma-
ture enough to discern appropriate
music for themselves.—Michelle
Piercy, Chambersburg Second
Ward, York Pennsylvania Stake �
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L A T T E R-D A Y  
S A I N T V O I C E S

Iunfolded the quilt
my mother had

never finished and
wrapped it around
my son’s little body.
Wrapped in My
Mother’s Love
By Bonnie Danielson

When I was about 
three or four years 
old, my mother was 

the ward Relief Society presi-
dent. Part of her responsibility, 
it seemed, was to always 
have a quilt in progress in 
our home. Sisters would filter 
in and out of our basement at
any given time to quilt for a
while. Often my mother 
would thread a needle for 
me and let me “quilt” with the
sisters (my clumsy stitches 
were patiently removed 
when I was not around). I 
relished these moments and
learned at a young age to love
the quilting bee and the Relief
Society. 

My mother suddenly 
died when I was only five. It 
wasn’t until years later that I
found she had left me a great 
gift of love. The Christmas of 
my 19th year is one I will 
always remember, for that 
was when I received this 
most precious gift from my
mother, although she had 
passed away 14 years before.

Unbeknownst to me, before
my mother died she had pieced
together two special quilts from
swatches of fabric, one for my
older brother and one for me.
Unfortunately, she passed
away before they could be 
completed.

When I turned 19, my 
older sister felt it was time 
to complete the quilts for my
brother and me and asked
a ward Relief Society to
finish them. These sisters
sewed the intricate 
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stitches without knowing how
much it would have pleased my
mother.

When I received the quilt on
Christmas Day, I loved the gift
with all my heart, but I had no
idea how much more it would yet
come to mean to me.

Years went by, and I married
and started a family of my own. 
I kept my quilt wrapped in a 
plastic bag in a drawer for fear
something would happen to it.
One day I took it out and was
carefully admiring it when one 
of my little boys came into the
room and asked me where I got
the quilt. I explained to him that
his Grandma Brown had made
the quilt for me before she died. 

“Who is Grandma Brown?”
my young son asked.

How it pained me that my
children had never known the
mother whom I cherished, that
she was not able to put her arms
around them and tell them she
loved them in her tender, gentle
way. I explained to my son once
again that Grandma Brown, my
mother, was someone special in
heaven who loved him.

“Why do you have that quilt,
Mommy?” he asked.

Suddenly it came to me. I
knew exactly why I had the quilt.
I unfolded it and wrapped it
around his little body.

“I have this quilt so Grandma
Brown can give you hugs even
though she is in heaven,” I said.

A big smile spread across
his face, and I could see that
this was the best answer I
could have given him. Since
that time the quilt has
made its way out of the
drawer much more often.
Whenever a family mem-
ber is hurt, sad, or in
need of extra love, the
quilt is a great source of
comfort. To me, it is still
the greatest gift I could ask for. I
love touching the quilt, knowing
my mother ’s hands have
touched it also.

Many years have passed, and I
can now quilt correctly. My sisters
and I have spent many hours
around quilting frames talking
about our mother. Since I am the
youngest, my sisters tell me sto-
ries about her to help me know
her better. Yet no matter how
many stories I hear, nothing has
helped me or my children turn
our hearts to my mother more
than the quilt I got for Christmas
the year I turned 19. �
Bonnie Danielson is a member of the
Rancho Del Mar Park Ward, Chandler
Arizona Alma Stake.

The Gift My
Father Gave Me
By Ruth M. Anderson

For many of us, one Christmas
stands out above all the 
others. I am now a great-

grandmother, but I shall never 
forget a particular Christmas
when I was a young child.

I was one of 14 children in
my family, and we lived in a
farming town. We were very
poor as far as worldly goods are
concerned, though I didn’t
know it then. A family in our
town was even poorer than we
were. Their mother had died,
and the father was working
away from home, leaving the
older children to care for the
younger ones.

On this particular Christmas,
after we had opened our gifts, my
father spoke to us of this mother-
less family and how they might
not receive Christmas gifts as we
had. He suggested that each of us
choose one of our new gifts to be
placed in a box, along with food
and other goodies, to be taken to
this family.

I had three presents—a doll, 
a necklace, and an article of cloth-
ing. What a hard decision it was
for me! I needed the clothing 
and I wanted the doll badly, but
the necklace was so pretty and
sparkly. After a time, I reluctantly
dropped the necklace into the box.

It was dark on Christmas night
when Dad buttoned our coats
and placed all of us in our horse-
drawn sleigh. We left the box on
the doorstep of this family, with
no indication of the giver.

The next Sunday, I saw the
necklace around the neck of a 
girl my age from that family. 
She excitedly told me that Santa
had left a box of gifts for them 
on Christmas night. Of course,
my parents had sworn us to se-
crecy. Dad had told us that giving
anonymously was the best part 
of giving. But at my young age I
can’t say it felt that good to see
what had been my necklace on
someone else’s neck.

Though it wasn’t an easy les-
son then, I now realize the great
impact this experience has had
on my life. As a child I thought
my father was asking me to give
up a gift, but later I understood
that he was actually giving me
one of the most precious gifts 
I’ve ever received. I think of how
much he must have loved me, to
teach me that loving someone is
far more important than having
something. My father’s showing
his love in this way has helped
me understand the love of our
Heavenly Father, who presented
us the greatest gift of all when 
He gave His only begotten 
Son. �

Ruth M. Anderson is a member of the North
Logan Third Ward, North Logan Utah
Green Canyon Stake.
THE ENSIGN/DECEMBER 2002         53



As the Torres family
entered the waters

of baptism, my compan-
ion turned to me and
whispered, “Looks like
it’s a white Christmas
after all.”

54
A White
Christmas 
in Ecuador
By Carl Grossen

As a new missionary experi-
encing my first Christmas

away from home, I was
anxious to see what the holiday
would be like where I was serv-
ing in Guayaquil, Ecuador.

Being so near the equator, I
knew we would not be having a
white Christmas like those I was
accustomed to. As other thoughts
of home, turkey, games, lights,
and caroling flashed through my
mind, I soon began to sense a
need for the familiar feeling of
Christmas in my unfamiliar
surroundings.

My companion and I felt 
a renewed urgency and 
responsibility to spread the
gospel of Jesus Christ to make
the Christmas season more
meaningful. One day we were
given a warm welcome at the
humble home of Señor Torres. 
He told us he’d been waiting 
and praying for the truth for
eight years. For two months,
my companion and I had
passed by his house
daily without stop-
ping. Brother Torres
told us later, “I always
wanted to stop you 
to ask about your
church, but you were
always walking so fast
that I thought you
were too busy for me.”
Prayers had been an-
swered. We began
teaching Señor Torres
and his family with
great joy.
Christmas day drew nearer,
and we could hardly wait to see
this family as we quietly ap-
proached their home for our
fourth visit. Before we knocked
on the door, we saw through the
window a scene that touched our
hearts. 

Beauty emanated from all
around the family as their loving
dark eyes, rosy cheeks, and soft
innocent faces glowed in the
dimly lit room. Beneath a two-
foot artificial tree on a table in the
corner of the room lay the minia-
ture figures of a nativity scene,
telling the story of a small family
in a stable. 
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Now, centuries after the nativ-
ity, the Torres family, in similarly
humble circumstances, sat around
an old table. Two young girls
leaned anxiously over their
mother’s shoulder as she read the
book we had given her, Gospel
Principles. The eldest child, eight-
year-old Victor, was seated across
from his mother, watching atten-
tively as his father played “Silent
Night” on an old rusty xylophone.

Then Victor saw us and ran to
greet us. The family seemed em-
barrassed until we joined in and
sang along in their language.
Next they asked us to sing “Silent
Night” in English; then we all
sang the hymn again in Spanish.
That event marked the start of a
precious Christmas memory I’ll
never forget.

Sister Torres told us she hadn’t
felt like celebrating Christmas until
we started to share the gospel with
her family in their home. Then pic-
tures of Christ, Christmas music,
and the nativity scene had been
brought from their place in her
cupboards, where they had been
collecting dust for the past three
years. The true Christmas spirit
had been restored as we presented
the gospel message. As servants of
Jesus Christ, testifying in His
name, we had helped to bring Him
back into a family’s Christmas.

On the third week of
December, Christmas seemed
complete as I watched Brother
and Sister Torres and Victor, all
dressed in white, enter the waters
of baptism and become members
of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. My companion
turned to me and whispered,
“Looks like it’s a white Christmas
after all.” I thought to myself,
“What better Christmas could
anyone ever ask for?” �

Carl Grossen is a member of the Crescent
Park Third Ward, Sandy Utah Crescent
Park Stake.
She Brought Light
By Muriel Robinson

It has been many years since
my husband, Ken, was re-
leased from the Air Force and

we moved to Provo, Utah, so he
could attend Brigham Young
University. Prior to our move, Ken
had traveled to Provo, purchased a
mobile home, and arranged to
have it set up on a lot and the utili-
ties turned on when we moved in.

We arrived in Provo on a cold
December night. All our belongings
were packed in the back of a rental
truck. Our nerves were on edge
from the tiring trip. Six months
pregnant, I was feeling the effects
of cleaning, packing, and traveling;
and our 15-month-old daughter,
Shawna, was tired and crying.

A blast of cold air greeted us as
we opened the door to our home.
The electricity and water had been
turned on, but for some reason the
natural gas had not. Too exhausted
to do anything else, we put a mat-
tress on the floor with an electric
blanket to keep us warm and tried
to sleep with our daughter be-
tween us. She ended up crying
most of the night, so when morn-
ing came we were almost as tired
as when we had gone to bed.

After we unloaded the truck,
Ken left to return it, check with the
gas company, and arrange for a
phone to be installed. I dressed
Shawna in her snowsuit and
placed her in her high chair with a
few toys while I started to unpack
the boxes.

When I unpacked our electric
frying pan, I decided to heat water
in it to wash out the cupboards. As
I turned on the faucet of the
kitchen sink, the faucet came off
and water shot up into the air. I
tried to turn off the water valve un-
der the sink but could not get it to
turn. Frantically, I searched for the
water shutoff valve for the house.
By the time I found it, the kitchen
and living room were flooded.

As I desperately started moving
boxes out of the water, Shawna
sensed my panic and began to
scream. Carrying her with one
arm, I continued to try to lift boxes
with the other.

It was then that I started into
premature labor. Now I was truly
panicked. I didn’t know anyone in
the neighborhood, and I didn’t
even have a phone to call for help.
Desperately I prayed, “Heavenly
Father, please help me!”

I’ll never forget answering a
knock that soon came at the door.
The woman standing there was
shivering, with soap suds up to her
elbows. She introduced herself as
Amalia Van Tassel, the branch
Relief Society president, and told
me the Spirit had sent her.

I would later learn that Amalia
had been standing at her sink
washing dishes when she felt
prompted to check on the new
family who had just moved in.
Sensing an urgency, she called to
her oldest daughter to watch her
other children and, without even
stopping to dry her hands or grab
her coat, ran to my door.

Amalia made me lie down,
comforted Shawna, cleaned up all
she could, and invited our family
to dinner. She brought light, safety,
and comfort into that dark
December day. Rest stopped my
premature labor, Ken returned
with the gas man and fixed the
sink, and portable electric heaters
dried the soaked carpet.

I have always been grateful to
Heavenly Father for answering my
prayer that day and for the loving
sister who quickly followed the
promptings of the Holy Spirit. �

Muriel Robinson is a member of the Sunset
Heights Third Ward, Orem Utah Sunset
Heights Stake.
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LIVING
after the Manner of 

HAPPINESS

The principles of happiness that
Nephi identified centuries ago 
work equally well today.

B Y E L D E R M A R L I N K .  J E N S E N
Of the Seventy

Certain unchanging principles
and truths bring happiness
to our lives. This subject has

been of interest to me for many
years because although I am richly
blessed and have every reason to be
happy, I sometimes struggle and do

not always have the natural inclination toward hap-
piness and a cheerful disposition that some people
seem to enjoy.

For that reason, several years ago a Book of
Mormon passage caught my attention. It concerns
the period of time just after Nephi had separated
from Laman and Lemuel and departed into the
wilderness. There Nephi established a society
founded on gospel truths; and of that society he says,
“And it came to pass that we lived after the manner 
of happiness” (2 Ne. 5:27). The passage deeply im-
pressed me. I pondered what it could mean to live
“after the manner of happiness.” I knew it had to be
related to the gospel and God’s plan for our lives. In
fact, sometimes His prophets call that plan the “plan
of happiness” (Alma 42:8).  I wondered, though, what
the individual elements of a truly happy society and
life might be, and I began to search Nephi’s writings
for clues. I wish to share with you my tentative find-
ings, primarily from 2 Nephi, chapter 5, and invite
you to conduct your own personal search. It could be
a lifelong and worthwhile pursuit.
FAMILY

I begin in 2 Nephi 5:6 with Nephi’s observation: 
“I . . . did take my family . . . and Sam, mine elder
brother and his family, and Jacob and Joseph, my
younger brethren, and also my sisters.” Here indeed
is a significant key to happiness—one’s family.

There is no other organization that can so com-
pletely satisfy our need for belonging and happiness
like the family. Why do we yearn for home and loved
ones? I believe this yearning is a universal, God-given
instinct that all people in all cultures are blessed with.
I also believe that a loving Heavenly Father gives it 
to us because within the family we experience most
of life’s greatest joys. The sights, sounds, and asso-
ciations of family and home are among our most 
treasured memories and provide our fondest 
anticipations.

Sometimes after an enjoyable family home
evening, during a fervent family prayer, or when our
entire family is at the dinner table on Sunday evening
eating waffles and engaging in a session of lively,
good-natured conversation, I quietly say to myself, 
“If heaven is nothing more than this, it will be good
enough for me!”

KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS

For the next ingredient of a happy life, I go to
verse 10: “And we did observe to keep the judgments,
and the statutes, and the commandments of the
Lord in all things.”

Here is a simple but powerful truth: living
righteously and keeping God’s command-
ments make us happy. Alma gave a con-
cise sermon on this topic when he
said, “Wickedness never was
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Nephi led his
followers into

the wilderness,
where he estab-
lished a society
founded on gospel
truths.
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happiness” (Alma 41:10). Based on my own experi-
ence and my observations of others, Alma’s declara-
tion is as categorical a statement as can be made on
the subject, and our chances of proving Alma wrong
are about zero.

In May 1957, Cecil B. DeMille, renowned producer
of motion pictures, gave the commencement address
at Brigham Young University at the invitation of
President David O. McKay (1873–1970). His latest 
production, The Ten Commandments, had been filmed
with some technical advice from President McKay. In
the course of its production, a close friendship had
formed. Following a tender introduction by President
McKay in which he praised the nobility and character
of his friend, Cecil B. DeMille stunned the BYU grad-
uates with a masterful address on the purpose of
God’s laws.

Drawing on the lesson of the idolatrous worship
of the golden calf from the 32nd chapter of Exodus,
Mr. DeMille noted that the children of Israel had been
freed from the bitter bondage of Egypt and had seen
the wonders of God in the desert and in the divided
sea. They were free, they thought. Then Moses left
them to go up the mountain to receive the law. Mr.
DeMille observed:

“No sooner was he gone the short space of forty
days and nights when, in spite of all his teaching, in
spite of all the marvels they had seen God work, the
children of Israel became slaves again—not this time
of a tyrant like Pharaoh, but slaves of their own pas-
sions and their own fears. . . . 

“If a man will not be ruled by God, he will cer-
tainly be ruled by tyrants—and there is no tyranny
more imperious or more devastating
than man’s own selfishness,
without the law.
Animals can
touch our 

lives deeply and
promote our 
emotional well-
being.
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“We cannot break the Ten Commandments. We can
only break ourselves against them” (BYU Speeches of the
Year, 31 May 1957, 6).

From the depths of my soul I testify that we can-
not break God’s laws, we can only break ourselves
against them. Satan wants us to believe we are an 
exception to God’s rules, that somehow our trans-
gressions are more noble, or more justifiable, than
anyone’s have ever been, but that is a lie. And not
only do we offend God by breaking His laws, we also
offend ourselves and others and thereby experience
heartache, suffering, and misery—the exact opposites
of happiness.

There is no more poignant description of the 
contrast between the pain of rebellion and the joy of
obedience to divine law than the one given by Alma
to his son Helaman:

“Yea, I say unto you, my son, that there could be
nothing so exquisite and so bitter as were my pains.
Yea, and again I say unto you, my son, that on the
other hand, there can be nothing so exquisite and
sweet as was my joy” (Alma 36:21).

One of the keys to a truly happy life is to learn, as
early as possible, that wickedness is never happiness
and to never forget this truth, preferably learning
from others’ mistakes rather than making our own.

PLANTING GARDENS AND RAISING ANIMALS

In 2 Nephi 5:11, Nephi observes that “we did 
prosper exceedingly; for we did sow seed, and we 
did reap again in abundance.” In a 1978 general 
conference address, President Spencer W. Kimball

(1895–1985) said: “With the arrival of spring we
hope all of you will put in your gardens and

prepare to enjoy their produce this sum-
mer. We hope you are making this a

family affair, with everyone,
even the little ones, assigned

to something. There is 
so much to learn and
harvest from your gar-
den, far more than
just a crop itself”
(“Becoming the
Pure in Heart,”
Ensign, May 
1978, 79).



Laboring with our hands produces a sense 
of accomplishment and fulfillment.
I cannot tell you logically
why something as simple as
planting a garden, however
modest, and harvesting and
enjoying the fruits of one’s
labors is a source of great hap-
piness, but I know it is. There is
“far more than just a crop itself”
to be gained, and it can come from
a flowerpot, a window box, or a 
single tomato plant, as well as from
an entire garden or field.

In verse 11, Nephi also records, “We be-
gan to raise flocks, and herds, and animals of every
kind.” This is an element of a happy life to which
many will readily relate. Animals—be they horses,
cats, dogs, hamsters, or turtles—touch us deeply and
promote our emotional well-being. Given affection
and care, they return affection and care generously
and consistently. People whose lives include relation-
ships with animals are usually happier. For me at
least, heaven will not be heaven unless the animal
kingdom is part of God’s kingdom.

SCRIPTURES

In verse 12, Nephi mentions he “had also brought
the records which were engraven upon the plates of
brass.” Why would having access to the scriptures be
a consideration in a happy lifestyle? Anyone who
reads scripture regularly develops a clearer perspec-
tive and purer thoughts and has more sincere and
thoughtful prayers. Our lives are bound to be hap-
pier when we use the scriptures to answer our very
personal questions and needs.

There are other uplifting influences the scriptures
can have in our lives. They can cleanse us from evil
thoughts and fortify our resolve to resist temptation.
They can give comfort in times of need such as the
death of a loved one or other personal tragedy.
Reading them can put us in tune with the Spirit of
the Lord so that our depression and self-doubts will
flee and our “confidence [will] wax strong in the
presence of God” (D&C 121:45).

A powerful expression of the happiness that can
come from immersing ourselves in the scriptures
comes from Elder Parley P. Pratt’s (1807–57) autobiog-
raphy, in which he describes his first encounter with
the Book of Mormon, which he called “that book of
books”:

“I read all day; eating was a burden, I had no 
desire for food; sleep was a burden when the night
came, for I preferred reading to sleep.

“As I read, the spirit of the Lord was upon me, and
I knew and comprehended that the book was true, as
plainly and manifestly as a man comprehends and
knows that he exists. My joy was now full, as it
were, and I rejoiced sufficiently to more than pay

me for all the sorrows, sacrifices and toils of my life”
(Autobiography of Parley P. Pratt, ed. Parley P. Pratt Jr.
[1979], 37).

I understand that in some Jewish families when 
a son starts Torah studies, a drop of honey is placed
on the page to indicate this duty is also a great joy. I
find that symbolism very appealing, and I testify that
there is great constancy and happiness to be had
from a daily study of the Bible and the scriptures of
the Restoration.

PREPAREDNESS

The next element of a happy life is in verse 14—
preparedness. Nephi “did take the sword of Laban,
and after the manner of it did make many swords,
lest by any means the . . . Lamanites should come
upon us and destroy us.” Nephi was preparing for
possible skirmishes with the Lamanites and we must
likewise prepare for our battles of life if we hope to
lead happy lives. If we are prepared we not only do
not fear (see D&C 38:30), but we actually enjoy and
derive considerable happiness from the events of our
daily lives.

My children and I have been blessed and made
very happy by my wife’s preparations for marriage
and motherhood. She came with the fundamentals of
spiritual preparation, education, cooking, sewing,
gardening, reading, music, and game playing all in
place. I would probably have loved her just as much
without all these credentials, but I doubt that our 
children and I would have been as happy!

Those who have had some savings and a little
food storage during a period of unemployment or
who have been consistently treasuring up the “words
of life” (see D&C 84:85) and have been called on to
speak extemporaneously in stake conference will
know the happiness (and relief) that comes from be-
ing prepared. The Boy Scouts and their motto, “Be
prepared,” have it right. Someone once asked Robert
Baden-Powell, the founder of Scouting, “Be prepared
for what?” “Why,” said Baden-Powell, “for any old
thing.” That’s just the idea, and Nephi knew it too.
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WORK

Nephi’s next comment on his happy society has to
do with the principle of work: “And I did teach my
people to build buildings, and to work in all manner
of wood, and of iron, and of copper, and of brass, and
of steel, and of gold, and of silver, and of precious
ores, which were in great abundance” (2 Ne. 5:15).

In verse 17, he adds, “And it came to pass that I,
Nephi, did cause my people to be industrious, and to
labor with their hands.”

Six thousand years ago Father Adam received the
commandment, “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread” (Gen. 3:19). Today it is more socially ac-
ceptable to “perspire” than to “sweat,” and we have
lost more than just moisture in that transition.

I realize that work can be mental, spiritual, or
physical effort, but Nephi’s emphasis is on “laboring
with our hands,” or manual labor. No matter what
our life’s work turns out to be, I know we’ll be 
happier if we regularly labor with our hands. Labor
can take many forms: yard work, sewing, quilting,
cooking, baking, auto repair, home repair—the list 
is endless, and so is the happiness and sense of 
accomplishment such activities produce.

I think it is a regrettable sign of our times 
that most family activities today take place in a 
The Church
organization

provides many
opportunities
for worthwhile
service.
recreational rather than a work setting. I’m grateful 
I was able to work alongside my grandparents and
parents, and in turn am able to work with our sons
and daughters. There is something inspiring to me
about the declaration of Elder Bruce R. McConkie
(1915–85) of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles on
this vital element of a happy life: “We are here on
earth to work—to work long, hard, arduous hours, to
work until our backs ache and our tired muscles knot,
to work all our days” (“Stand Independent above All
Other Creatures,” Ensign, May 1979, 93).

TEMPLES

Nephi writes, “And I, Nephi, did build a temple” 
(2 Ne. 5:16). Nephi’s temple may have differed in
some ways from our latter-day temples, but its central
purpose was likely the same: to teach and orient
God’s children concerning His plan for their happi-
ness and to provide the ordinances and covenants 
essential to the attainment of that happiness.

After living on this good earth for over five
decades, I can honestly say that the most spiritually
mature and happy people I know are ardent temple
goers. There is good reason for that. It is in the temple
that the full sweep of God’s program for us is told
and retold, each telling bringing greater understand-
ing and commitment to living life His way.

What images does the word temple call to our
minds? Listen to Elder Boyd K. Packer’s expression of
feelings about this: “When we say temple I would list
what in essence are Latter-day Saint synonyms for
the word: marriage, family, children, happiness, joy,
eternal life, resurrection, redemption, exaltation, in-
spiration, revelation” (The Holy Temple [1980], 260).

A good test of how well we are doing in our quest
to come unto Christ may be how we feel about the
temple and our experiences there. Temple can be syn-
onymous with happiness and joy. It was for Nephi and
his people.

CHURCH SERVICE

The final element I wish to highlight concerns the
roles Church callings and service play in a happy life.
Nephi notes in verse 26 that he “did consecrate Jacob
and Joseph, that they should be priests and teachers
over the land of my people.” Of course, true Christian
service can’t be provided exclusively through institu-

tional means. Random acts of personal service
motivated by our feelings of charity are neces-

sary for our salvation. But the organized
Church as established by the Lord
Jesus Christ, in which we look after and
serve others and are looked after and
served by others, provides a wonderful
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Serving others enriches our lives and helps us
feel needed.
source of happiness for all of us. Nephi epitomizes
this ethic of caring and service. He wrote, “For I 
pray continually for [my people] by day, and mine
eyes water my pillow by night, because of them” 
(2 Ne. 33:3).

I can’t begin to express how grateful I am for the
countless opportunities for growth, service, and hap-
piness that activity in the Church has provided. It is
not by accident that in God’s plan for us we have
been given a Church that “hath need of every mem-
ber” (D&C 84:110). Because we are needed and en-
couraged and enabled to serve, we are much happier.

OTHER ELEMENTS

If we go beyond 2 Nephi 5 in Nephi’s writings we
discover even more about the patterns of life that en-
abled Nephi and his people to live happily. For in-
stance, we learn he faithfully kept a journal. We learn
that he was an avid student and teacher of the doc-
trines of the gospel, and a sensitive follower of the
Spirit of the Lord.

We also learn that he and his people did “look for-
ward with steadfastness unto Christ” (2 Ne. 25:24).
The Savior and His teachings were the focus of
Nephi’s energies: “And we talk of Christ, we rejoice in
Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ,
and we write according to our prophecies, that our
children may know to what source they may look for
a remission of their sins” (2 Ne. 25:26).
Nephi knew and taught, as have all

the prophets, that true peace and happi-
ness can only come through a remission
of our sins. Taking full advantage of the
Savior’s infinite Atonement is the only
sure antidote for unhappiness!

A PATTERN FOR HAPPINESS

Since first making my personal dis-
covery about living after the “manner of
happiness,” I have thought deeply about
the principles involved and about how
timeless and universal they are. The
same patterns and elements of daily life
that enabled Nephi and his people to be
happy 560 years before Christ work
equally well today. They fit comfortably
at every stage during our lives and in
every culture. In a time when “diversity”
is so frequently touted as something 

desirable, it is interesting to note the 
uniformity and unchanging nature of these

principles. Perhaps every purveyor of “new lamps for
old” ought not to be heeded.

These principles of happiness can be lived virtu-
ally without cost. It’s almost as if Nephi’s brother
Jacob were speaking to this issue as he extended 
the invitation, “Come, my brethren, everyone that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath no
money, come buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and
milk without money and without price” (2 Ne. 9:50).
This should tell us something about the very minimal
role material things play in a happy life.

It has been interesting, too, to discover that the
principles of happiness Nephi shares are found in all
the scriptures. I often wonder why we sometimes
wrestle over the meaning of obscure passages of
scripture when what is really important for our hap-
piness and salvation is stated by the Lord over and
over again in very plain terms.

It is noteworthy, too, that the prophets of the past
50 years or so have had as the hallmarks of their
teachings and service some of these same principles.
President David O. McKay and President Harold B.
Lee (1899–1973) made powerful statements about 
the sanctity and importance of the family. President
Joseph Fielding Smith (1876–1972) and President Ezra
Taft Benson (1899–1994) pleaded with us to make 
the scriptures a more significant part of our lives.
President Kimball spoke movingly on the importance
and value of physical work, journals, and gardens.
President Howard W. Hunter (1907–95) lovingly 
invited us to make the temple the symbol of our
Church membership. And like the prophets before
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The gospel, the
institutional

Church, and the
way of life it 
espouses all 
promote deep 
and lasting 
happiness.
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him, President Gordon B. Hinckley continu-
ally reminds us of the blessings of obedience
to God’s laws and of the need to give ever
greater attention to Christ and His teach-
ings. These chosen men understand better
than all the world the sources of true 
happiness.

I doubt that Nephi intended his list of
ingredients in a happy society to be ex-
haustive. There is no formula for guar-
anteeing happiness every day of our
lives; in fact, scripture suggests that God
did not intend for every day to be en-
tirely happy (see 2 Ne. 2:15–16). There is
eternal design and purpose to be seen
in suffering, sadness, and adversity.

There will be a tendency, in the com-
plexity of these times, to forget that
Nephi did “glory in plainness” (2 Ne.
33:6) and that the principles of happiness
he modeled are both plain and simple. If
we overlook that fact, we may be like the
children of Israel at the time of Moses, who,
when bitten by poisonous serpents, failed to
look at the brass serpent Moses held up and
live. Of these, Nephi says, “And the labor
which they had to perform was to look; and
because of the simpleness of the way, or the
easiness of it, there were many who perished”
(1 Ne. 17:41). The way to happiness can be just as
simple and just as easily missed.

If we aren’t happy, of what use is the gospel,
the Church and its organizations, programs, and
the way of life it espouses? Moroni stresses the im-
portance of being happy during this phase of our
eternal existence by describing the judgment: “And
then cometh the judgment of the Holy One upon
them; and then cometh the time that he that is filthy
shall be filthy still; and he that is righteous shall be
righteous still; he that is happy shall be happy still;
and he that is unhappy shall be unhappy still”
(Morm. 9:14).

Nephi’s society wasn’t the only happy one of
which the Book of Mormon speaks. There was another
time and another people of whom it was written:

“And it came to pass that there was no contention
in the land, because of the love of God which did
dwell in the hearts of the people.

“And there were no envyings, nor strifes, nor 
tumults, nor whoredoms, nor lyings, nor murders,
nor any manner of lasciviousness; and surely 
there could not be a happier people among all the
people who had been created by the hand of God” 
(4 Ne. 1:15–16).

May we strive for this same happiness as we obey
the commandments, study the scriptures, attend the
temple, work, serve, prepare, and plant—that our
harvest may be great and our joy eternal. �
From a devotional address given at Brigham Young University on 
19 September 1995.

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT
Most Ensign articles can be used for family home

evening discussions. The following questions are for
that purpose or for personal reflection:

1. What can we change or improve in our lives to 
increase our happiness?

2. Why does keeping the commandments help make
us happy?

3. Why is the Lord concerned with our happiness
and well-being?
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M E S S A G E

“Every man or woman who
goes to the temple comes

out of that building a better man
or woman than he or she was
when entering into it.”
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Prayerfully select and read
from this message the 
scriptures and teachings 

that meet the needs of the sisters
you visit. Share your experiences
and testimony. Invite those you
teach to do the same.

Isaiah 2:2–3: “And it shall come 
to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established in the top of
the mountains, and shall be ex-
alted above the hills, and all na-
tions shall flow unto it. And many
people shall go and say, Come ye,
and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, . . . and he will teach
us of his ways, and we will walk
in his paths.”

Elder David B. Haight of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles:
“Come to the temples worthily
and regularly. Not only do you
bless those who are deceased, but
you may freely partake of the
promised personal revelation that
may bless your life with power,
knowledge, light, beauty, and
truth from on high, which will
guide you and your posterity to
eternal life. What person would
not want these blessings, as ex-
pressed by the Prophet Joseph
Smith at the dedication of the
Kirtland Temple. He said: ‘We ask
thee, Holy Father, that thy ser-
vants may go forth from this
house armed with thy power, and
that thy name may be upon them,
and thy glory be round about
them, and thine angels have
charge over them.’ (D&C 109:22.)

“When you return from the
temple, share with your children

Rejoice 
in the Blessings 
of the Temple
and loved ones at home your
feelings about what you experi-
enced. Speak not of the sacred 
ordinances, but of the love and
power manifest by them.

“Let your children see you 
behave—toward them and your
eternal companion—in kindlier,
more loving ways. Your consis-
tently positive expressions about
what you experience in the tem-
ple will create in your children 
a desire to receive those same
blessings and provide them with
strong motivation to resist the
temptations which could disqual-
ify them from temple blessings”
(“Come to the House of the
Lord,” Ensign, May 1992, 16).

President Howard W. Hunter
(1907–95): “What a glorious thing
it is for us to have the privilege of
going to the temple for our own
blessings. Then after going to the
temple for our own blessings,
what a glorious privilege to do the
work for those who have gone on
before us. This aspect of temple
work is an unselfish work. Yet
whenever we do temple work for
other people, there is a blessing
that comes back to us. Thus, it
should be no surprise to us that
the Lord does desire that his peo-
ple be a temple-motivated people.
I repeat what I have said before: It
would please the Lord for every
adult member to be worthy of—
and to carry—a current temple
recommend, even if proximity to
a temple does not allow immedi-
ate or frequent use of it. The
things that we must do and 
not do to be worthy of a temple
recommend are the very things
that ensure we will be happy 
as individuals and as families” 
(“A Temple-Motivated People,”
Ensign, Feb. 1995, 5).

President Gordon B. Hinckley:
“Every man or woman who goes
to the temple comes out of that
building a better man or woman
than he or she was when entering
into it. That’s something that’s re-
markable that happens with all of
us. . . . Do you have problems and
concerns and worries? Do you
want for peace in your heart and
an opportunity to commune with
the Lord and meditate upon His
way? Go to the house of the Lord
and there feel of His Spirit and
commune with Him and you will
know a peace that you will find
nowhere else” (stake conference,
Wandsworth, England, 27 Aug.
1995; see Ensign, Apr. 1996, 72).

• In what ways can the ordi-
nances and covenants of the temple
affect our lives?

• How can we teach our family
members and others about the temple
so that they desire to live worthy of
entering there?

• How is our Christmas celebra-
tion made more meaningful through
our knowledge of temple blessings? �
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No-Fuss
Family
History
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For Christmas
one year,
each of

our family
members 
received a
binder titled 
“Our Family—
Then and Now.”
Sectioned to
store past and
present information, these simple
gifts helped us to begin recording
our family’s history. One Sunday
each month our family members
all gather to write on a specific
“then” topic, such as “Memories
of times I spent with Dad,” “What
I have learned from Mom,” “My
most embarrassing moment,” or
“What I remember about my bap-
tism.” That same evening we also
write about recent family events
and personal experiences, espe-
cially those that occurred during
the month. Some family members
have recorded highlights such as
babies’ births or blessings, chil-
dren’s lost teeth, good test scores,
or funny experiences. We help
those too young to write, and
long-distance family members
mail or e-mail their contributions.
A family member types the hand-
written drafts, and on a subse-
quent Sunday, family members
each receive a copy of the fin-
ished product to read and place
in their binders. This Sunday ac-
tivity unites our family. We share
our trials and triumphs and focus
on blessings we have received
from the Lord.—Kristin W.
Belcher, Riverton 10th Ward,
Riverton Utah Central Stake 
Our Ward’s 
Gift of Service

At Christmastime we often
sing of “peace on earth,

good will to men.” The
spirit of Christmas moves many 
of us to help others in Christlike
ways. Still, despite our best inten-
tions, the busyness of numerous
holiday preparations and celebra-
tions can cause us to lose our char-
itable focus. A few years ago, our
ward decided to change the plans
for our annual Christmas party.
Instead of having the usual elabo-
rate dinner, entertainment, and
visit from Santa Claus, we cele-
brated the season with a potluck
dinner and service activity of help-
ing homeless men in a nearby city.
The project touched our hearts
and added meaning to our cele-
bration of Christmas. Following is
a brief description of our service
project with suggestions for plan-
ning a successful activity.
1. Plan early. Well before the
activity, we talked to representa-
tives of the homeless shelter 
to see what items were most
needed. They said women and
children are more often the recip-
ients of service, so we decided 
to focus on the men’s needs this
time. The shelter suggested we
provide personal grooming items,
primarily to help the men make

themselves more presentable
for job interviews. Then our
Relief Society sisters donated
fabric and made 260 over-the-
shoulder bags to store the toi-
letries and other gifts we would
give. 

2. Involve everyone. To reach
our goal of filling 260 bags, we in-
vited ward members to contribute
soap, shampoo, shaving cream,

razors, and other items. Several
companies also donated needed
goods, and we added candy for a
festive touch. Then we organized
like items in cardboard boxes and
placed them on a table in one
room of the meetinghouse. The
youth formed an assembly line 
to fill the bags, and the Primary
children made Christmas cards 
in another room. In a third room,
the brethren made checkerboard
games, while the sisters gathered
in the cultural hall to make 10
quilts for the shelter. Through-
out the evening, some members
moved from room to room, help-
ing one another in a unified 
effort. 

We added to the joy of 
the evening by starting with a
simple potluck meal and ending
with Christmas songs sung by 
the Primary children, accompa-
nied by two brethren playing gui-
tars. Enhanced by the spirit of
Christmas, our evening of service
helped us to focus more fully on
others’ needs as the Savior would
have us do.—Martha D. Harger,
Sandy 13th Ward, Sandy Utah
West Stake



Making Family
Home Evening
Glow 

As busy parents of five chil-
dren, we wanted to make 
family home evening spe-

cial. My husband and I decided 
to organize a candlelight dinner. 

First, we sent our older chil-
dren on a search for candles
around our home, and they 
returned with taper candles,
scented candles, birthday
candles, and more. Later
at dinner, after dishing
up everyone’s plate and
filling the water glasses,
we lit several candles 
in the middle of our 
dining room table 
and turned off the 
lights. Through the 
candlelight, we noticed our 
children’s faces glowing as a
seven-year-old, a five-year-old, 
a three-year-old, a two-year-old,
and a baby all dined by candle-
light together. The dimmed lights
stilled our busy home, and the
soft glow quieted our hectic lives.

As we asked a blessing on 
our dinner, we truly felt the 
Holy Spirit with us.
The children
spoke in hushed tones and re-
membered their manners as if
they were seated in a fancy restau-
rant. Before we even cleared the
dishes, the children were begging
to “eat with candles tomorrow.”
Our decision to reserve these spe-
cial candlelight dinners for family
home evenings was rewarded
with cheers of excitement.

Now our children look for-
ward to Monday nights with
great anticipation as we enjoy
our candlelight meal together.
The wonderful atmosphere
around our table carries
over into our family home
evening and enlivens les-
sons, songs, prayers, and
treats.—Kathy L. Wilde,
Shelley Eighth Ward,
Shelley Idaho Stake
A Child’s 
First Budget 

Parents can help young chil-
dren begin learning the
fundamentals of financial

management by implementing a
few basic ideas.

1. To learn how to manage
money, a child needs a source 
of income. For many, this comes
from an allowance. Allowances
may include money that would
be spent on a child anyway. 
Some suggest parents pay a fixed
sum regularly. How much and
how often depend on the age of
the child and on the family’s cir-
cumstances. Young children may
do best with a weekly allowance.
2. Children also need a way 
to earn extra money. Being paid
for jobs at home or around the
neighborhood may be your
child’s first step toward financial
independence. One way to do
this is to sit down with your child
and agree on a list of jobs and 
determine appropriate compen-
sation for each. Children are 
free to do or not to do jobs on 
the list.

3. Begin a very simple budget
to be used for all income. Tithing
should be paid first and should be
kept separate from other money.
When a child learns to write, that
child is ready to begin filling out a
donation slip.

4. Next, budget long-term 
savings. Open a savings account
and help the child make regular
deposits. Some parents deposit
funds equal to the child’s deposits.
These funds are to be saved for fu-
ture missions or other “grown-up”
expenses.

5. Help a child budget all re-
maining funds. This might include
a short-term savings can or jar
where funds can accumulate for
items on a child’s wish list. In ad-
dition, some funds need to be
spent on other people, such as
buying birthday gifts. The remain-
ing funds should be spent as a
child wishes. 

For a child to develop into a 
fiscally responsible adult takes
time. Beginning to budget while
children are young can help them
grow into confident, disciplined
young adults who are prepared 
to meet the financial challenges
ahead.—Jerry Mason, Vienna
Ward, Oakton Virginia Stake
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It was the final step in a 
series of events that started
in the 1960s when Church
members in the German
Democratic Republic were
promised by President
Thomas S. Monson, now
First Counselor in the 
First Presidency, that 
they would have every
blessing available to 
members elsewhere.

Surrounded by thou-
sands of tearful members
who only a dozen years
ago had limited contact
with Church leaders,
President Gordon B.
Hinckley rededicated 
the completely refur-
bished Freiberg Germany
Temple in one session on 
7 September 2002.

“We thank Thee for the
manifestation of Thy power
when this temple was first
built, that Thou didst touch
the hearts of men in a mira-
culous manner to make it
possible to construct it and
dedicate it to the blessing of

To the thrill of Saints
across Europe,

President Gordon B.
Hinckley made a historic
tour of the continent in
September. While there,
the prophet dedicated a
new temple, rededicated a
refurbished one, and met
with members and govern-
ment officials in Ukraine,
Russia, and Iceland—the
first visits of a latter-day
prophet to these nations.

“There is strength
throughout the world 
from those who have
heard the restored gospel
and accepted the truth,”
reported President
Hinckley of his travels. 

FREIBERG GERMANY TEMPLE

Ask the local Saints and
they’ll tell you the dedica-
tion of a small, modest
temple in 1985 became the
catalyst that eventually
opened the doors for the
Church in Eastern Europe.

the Lord wants something,
nothing can stop Him.”

THE HAGUE NETHERLANDS
TEMPLE

Early on the morning 
of 8 September, faithful
Saints lined the walkway
leading to the front door 
of The Hague Netherlands
Temple. As a car rolled 
to a stop and President
Gordon B. Hinckley
stepped out onto the side-
walk, the strains of “We
Thank Thee, O God, for a
Prophet” floated through
the morning breeze and
greeted the beloved leader,
who on that day dedicated
The Hague temple, the
Church’s 114th. 

“The faithful of this
land have given so much
for their testimony of 
Thy divine work,” said
President Hinckley in the
dedicatory prayer. “Bless
to our memory all who
have gone before, and
bless mightily those who

the very many who have
used it,” prayed President
Hinckley as he rededicated
the temple.

“Bless this land and its
people. May the nation go
forward in peace and its
people be prospered. . . .
[And may] Thy work be-
come a mighty force for
good in this favored part
of Thy vineyard.”

The Freiberg temple
renovations took more
than a year to complete
and include significant
structural upgrades as 
well as a new baptistry, 
office space, and an angel
Moroni statue. 

More than 6,000 mem-
bers from throughout 
the temple district partici-
pated in the rededication.
Busloads traveled from the
Czech Republic, Hungary,
Poland, and Ukraine.
Special translation facilities
in the nearby Freiberg
Ward meetinghouse al-
lowed Saints to hear pro-
ceedings in their own
language. Proceedings
were also broadcast to
stake meetinghouses in
Dresden, Berlin, and
Leipzig, Germany. 

Among those attending
the rededication was Edith
Krause from the Prenzlau
Branch, Neubrandenburg
Germany District. Sister
Krause joined the Church
before World War II, and
over the years, she and 
her husband, Walter, 
were instrumental in sus-
taining the Church when
Saints were allowed only
limited contact with
Church leaders.

“We came this long dis-
tance because the Church
is our joy,” she said. “We
are examples that when

N E W S  O F  T H E  C H U R C H

President Gordon B. Hinckley smiles to crowds after the Freiberg
Germany Temple rededication. The prophet recently completed a
historic visit to Europe, visiting members in five nations. 
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President Hinckley Makes 
Historic Visit to Europe

Members from Belgium, France,
and the Netherlands line up 
to participate in The Hague
Netherlands Temple dedication.
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built the temple. “More and
more, I felt that what we
were building was unique;
this was going to be a tem-
ple in which members of
your church would find in-
ner peace, and I was con-
vinced that this was really
the greatest structure I have
ever been able to build.”

KIEV, UKRAINE

With record numbers 
in attendance, President
Hinckley addressed a 
full auditorium in Kiev,
Ukraine, on 9 September.
More than 3,200 Saints,
government officials, and
community members gath-
ered for the first visit of a
Church President to this
Eastern European nation. 

Telling the congregation,
“Ye are a chosen genera-
tion” (1 Peter 2:9), President
Hinckley said, “This is the
greatest age in the history
of the world when you and
I have come to earth [to]
partake of all the blessings
that are available to us, 

now walk in faith before
Thee.” 

“Dear Father, we plead
with Thee that this day 
of dedication may herald 
a new day in this great 
nation,” he continued.
“Touch the hearts and the
minds of the people of the
land. Lead them from the
pursuit of the things of the
world to a new yearning
for knowledge of Thee 
and for things divine and
eternal.”

The temple district in-
cludes the Netherlands,
Belgium, and part of
France. Saints filled the
temple as well as meeting-
houses in Rotterdam and
The Hague to participate
in the services. 

“We were very excited
in 1999 to hear that the
Church was going to 
build a temple here,” 
says Robert Kirschbaum,
longtime member of 
the Church in the 
Haarlem Ward, The 
Hague Netherlands 
Stake. “It seemed that 
immediately difficulties
started, but we overcame
them all, and now you
have no idea how blessed
we feel having a temple in
the Netherlands.”

More than 32,000
guests, including local
government and civic
leaders, toured the open
house held on 17–31
August. The temple’s con-
struction workers and
their families were also
taken on a private tour of
the finished building. 

“There was to be no
swearing, no smoking, and
no alcohol on the job, and
all our people showed re-
spect and understanding
for this,” says Ad Backens,
project manager for the
construction company that

matters pertaining to 
the Church in Ukraine. 
He expressed particular
appreciation for Mr.
Bondarenko’s help in ar-
rangements for the Church
meeting that took place in
the Ukraine Palace Concert
Hall. Few religious events
have been held in the 
government-owned hall.

MOSCOW, RUSSIA

It wasn’t hard to recog-
nize those en route to the
Cosmos Hotel to hear
President Hinckley on 
10 September. Men in
white shirts and women 
in skirts—with scriptures
tucked under their arms—
thronged Metro stations
around Moscow. In all,
more than 2,000 people
packed three halls, antici-
pating instruction from
their prophet. 

“I never dreamed I
would be in Moscow,
Russia, speaking to a 
large group of this size,”
President Hinckley said.

and in a particular way, 
the blessings of the gospel
of Jesus Christ.”

He admonished the
congregation to cling to
the Word of Wisdom, the
blessings of the priesthood,
and the law of tithing.
“You cannot afford not to
pay [tithing], my brothers
and sisters,” President
Hinckley said. “You have
made a covenant with the
Lord, and . . .  the Lord has
the power to fulfill His
promises.”

In conclusion, he ex-
pressed his love and said,
“I just wish that I could
come down and put my
arms around every one of
you and say, ‘Thank you.’”

In a reception before
the meeting, President
Hinckley met with
Ukrainian government 
officials, including Viktor
Bondarenko, chair of 
the State Committee for
Religious Affairs. President
Hinckley thanked Mr.
Bondarenko for his kind-
ness in assisting with 

THE ENSIGN/DECEMBER 2002        67

A choir in Ukraine performs during the meeting held with President Hinckley in September. More
than 3,200 Saints gathered to hear the prophet.
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Prior to meeting 
with members, President
Hinckley received a warm
reception from local gov-
ernment and religious 
officials. Among these was
Viktor Zorkaltsev, chair of
the Public Unions and
Religious Organizations
Affairs Committee of 
the Russian parliament.
President Hinckley ex-
pressed his gratitude for
the manner in which the
Russian government has
aided the establishment of
the Church in that nation.
He also emphasized that
missionaries who serve in
Russia become the nation’s
best ambassadors when
they return home. 

REYKJAVÍK, ICELAND

The weather had been
blustery and rainy, but 
the clouds gave way and
President Hinckley arrived
in Reykjavík, Iceland, on a
calm autumn day. There
he met with more than 
200 enthusiastic Saints on
11 September. 

“Thank you for coming, 
for traveling to be here. 
It is a great day.”

He admonished mem-
bers to “be not faithless,
but believing” (John 20:27).
“Believe in God; go to Him
in prayer as His sons and
daughters. You have divin-
ity in you. Believe in Him;
worship Him in spirit and
truth,” he said. He encour-
aged youth to hold fast to
the gospel and to prepare
for missions. He also en-
couraged members to 
be good citizens and
strengthen their land. 

“When the meeting 
was finished, I joined 
other people on the street
in front of the entrance of
the hotel. I did not want to
go away immediately but
wanted to share my feel-
ings with the other mem-
bers of the Church,” said
Maryana Dombrovskaya,
Severo-Zamoskvoretsky
Branch, Moscow Russia
North District. “There
were many people on the
street. . . . We were a com-
munity—not a crowd.”

small complex of gleaming
white buildings with red
roofs, surrounded by lush
green lawns.

The two discussed the
emigration of early mem-
bers of the Church from
Iceland to Utah. “Their
journey to Utah required
extraordinary courage 
and strength,” observed
President Grimsson. He re-
membered fondly his 1997
visit to Utah and noted
how impressed he is with
the manner in which the
descendants of early
Icelandic pioneers have 
retained their ties to the
land of their forbears.

President Hinckley
spoke of the Church’s 
emphasis on the family, of
the growth of the Church
in the world, and of the im-
portance of building strong
local leadership. “We are a
Christian people,” he said,
“who are trying to act like
Christians.” ■

Speaking in
Iceland’s only
Church meeting-
house, President
Hinckley encour-
aged the congrega-
tion to strengthen
their marriages, live
the Word of Wisdom,
pay tithing, and
share the gospel. 
He praised early
Icelandic members of
the Church who em-
igrated to Utah 
in the 19th century
in the infancy of 
the Church. He also
praised the modern
pioneers whose faith
and diligence are
helping the Church
grow in Iceland. 

While in Reykjavík,
President Hinckley paid a
courtesy visit to President
Ólafur Ragnar Grimsson,
head of state for Iceland.
They met at President
Grimsson’s residence, a

President Hinckley greets members after his address in Reykjavík, Iceland.
About 300 members make up two branches in this Nordic country. 
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The First Presidency
has announced plans

to construct new temples
in Curitiba, Brazil, and
Panama City, Panama.

The Curitiba Brazil
Temple will serve more
than 42,000 Latter-day
Saints in a temple district
that will include stakes
from the Brazilian states 
of Paraná and Santa
Catarina. This temple 
will be the fifth in Brazil.
Other temples are in São
Paulo, Campinas, Porto
Alegre, and Recife.

Members of the Church
in Panama enthusiastically
welcomed the news of the
first temple to be built in

their country. The Panama
City Panama Temple dis-
trict will serve approxi-
mately 22,200 Latter-day
Saints in Panama.

Specific locations and
groundbreaking dates for
the two temples are yet to
be announced. 

The First Presidency
has also announced 
the location for the San
Antonio Texas Temple.  
It will be built at Stone
Oak Parkway and Hardy
Oak Boulevard in San
Antonio. Temple construc-
tion is expected to begin
early this year. This tem-
ple will be the fourth 
in Texas. ■

New Temples Announced



Hatch, and Liz Smith.
Two members of the

Church perished in the 
attack in Washington, 
D.C. Brady Howell and
Rhonda Rasmussen were
at work at the Pentagon
when an aircraft collided
with the building. Along
with four other victims 
at the Pentagon, Sister
Rasmussen’s remains
were never identified, 
and she was honored in a
special ceremony held by
the military at Arlington
National Cemetery on 
12 September. There the
military buried all human
remains that could not be
identified.

Brother Howell’s widow,
parents, and siblings at-
tended a national memorial
service at the Pentagon 
on 11 September. Brother
Howell’s alma mater,
Syracuse University, also
created the Brady Howell
Community Service
Initiative in his honor “as a
means of not only remem-
bering this outstanding
American, but as a way of
continuing his dedicated
service to community and
country,” according to the
university’s Web site.

gathering in Salt Lake City
along with other commu-
nity leaders of Christian,
Islamic, and Jewish faiths.
He counseled listeners to
remember those who died,
those who survived, and
those who worked tire-
lessly after the attacks. 
He also highlighted the
role faith has played in 
the aftermath of the 
attacks.

“Amidst the fear, the
sorrow, the pain, and the
suffering, a mighty miracle
occurred—a fusion of
faith, even a pattern of
prayer—as Americans
turned not to dial 911 but
rather dropped to their
knees and looked heaven-
ward to God for help,”
President Monson said. 

In Washington, D.C.,
the Mormon Choir of
Washington, D.C., held 
a memorial concert at
Arlington National
Cemetery on 10 September
and at the Washington
D.C. Temple Visitors’
Center on 14 September.
The choir was accompa-
nied by the Southern
Virginia University orches-
tra and included soloists
David Glenn Hatch, Erika
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It was a blustery, gray 
day in New York City 

as thousands gathered at
ground zero to commemo-
rate the first anniversary 
of the September 11 terror-
ist attacks. Similar groups
gathered at the Pentagon 
in Washington, D.C., in 
a field in Pennsylvania, 
and in services around 
the world. Church leaders
and members joined in
honoring the victims and
survivors of a day that, 
according to President
James E. Faust, “changed
forever the way we live 
our lives.” 

People thronged Temple

Square in Salt Lake City to
remember the events of
September 11 in a noon-
time service. President
Thomas S. Monson, First
Counselor in the First
Presidency, conducted the
meeting, and members of
the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, the Quorums 
of the Seventy, and the

general auxiliary presiden-
cies were present for the
service. President Gordon B.
Hinckley was out of the
country.

Calling the attacks a
“pernicious assault” and
“an evil conspiracy,”
President Faust, Second
Counselor in the First
Presidency, addressed the
congregation. “The greatest
tragedy of it all was the loss
of human life. All were in-
nocent. Over 2,800 were
killed with malice afore-
thought. The death of even
one person among our citi-
zenry is incalculable.”

President Faust re-
minded listeners that the
United States is a blessed
land, and with those bless-
ings come responsibilities.
“God Almighty established
this land,” he said. “He
raised up giants among
men as our founding fa-
thers. They acted for us,
‘the people,’ who were and
who remain sovereign. The
motto stamped on our
coins, ‘In God We Trust,’
must also be stamped in
our hearts and minds.”

The Tabernacle Choir
provided several musical
selections, including ar-
rangements of “Nearer, My
God, to Thee,” “The Lord Is
My Shepherd,” and “The
Lord’s Prayer.” Emotions
were tender in the congre-
gation as the choir con-
cluded with “America the
Beautiful.”

Earlier that day
President Monson spoke 
at a community interfaith

Programs Commemorate
September 11
By Lisa Ann Jackson 

Church leaders hold a remembrance service in Salt Lake City to
commemorate the events of September 11. The Tabernacle Choir
provided much of the program.
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President James E. Faust offers
words of comfort and respect in
remembrance of September 11.

PH
O

TO
G

R
A

PH
 B

Y
 C

R
A

IG
 D

IM
O

N
D



70

loving Father in Heaven
and His Son, Jesus Christ.”

Three members of the
Church died in the attacks
on the World Trade Center.
Ivhan Luis Carpio was at
work on the 107th floor 
of One World Trade 
Center that day; Mary
Alice Wahlstrom and her
daughter Carolyn Meyer-
Beug were onboard the
first plane to strike the
World Trade Center. 

Sister Wahlstrom’s son
Norman and grandson
Nate of the Kaysville 17th
Ward, Kaysville Utah East
Stake, attended the service
held at ground zero. “I’m
glad I came,” said Nate
Wahlstrom in an interview
with Deseret News, “be-
cause it is a time to reflect
on the lives of my grand-
mother and my aunt. . . .
Now we’ll be able to take
back what we saw here to
our family. . . . It looks al-
most like a cemetery, . . .
like sacred ground.”

At a ceremony in
Kaysville, Utah, on 
11 September, community
members broke ground for
a monument park honor-
ing Sister Wahlstrom, Sister
Meyer-Beug, and Brother
Howell, all of whom had
ties to the community. ■
Lisa Ann Jackson is a member of
the Church magazines staff.

The New York New 
York Stake sponsored a
memorial fireside on 
8 September. Stake presi-
dent Brent J. Belnap offered
remarks, and various musi-
cal selections focused on
the Atonement and the 
redemptive power of the
Savior. The stake also
opened all three of its 
buildings on 11 September
at the request of New 
York City mayor Michael
Bloomberg. He asked that
all religious edifices be open
to the public that day. The
stake center carried the
broadcast of the Church’s
remembrance service held
in Salt Lake City as well as
rebroadcasts of last year’s
memorial service. 

The New York New
York Stake also issued a
statement thanking mem-
bers of the Church for their
outpouring of support
during the past year: 

“We express our heart-
felt gratitude to literally
thousands of Church
members around the
world who so generously
contributed of themselves
following the tragic events
of September 11, 2001. . . .

“Your example of Christ-
like love and service has
blessed many lives. We
unite with you in expressing
our faith and hope in a

Comment
CALL FOR ARTICLES

Do you have parents whose
lifestyles are contrary to the princi-
ples of the gospel? What insights
can you share to help others suc-
cessfully deal with such a situation?
Send your responses by 1 March
2003 to Ensign, 24th Floor, 50 East
North Temple Street, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84150-3224, USA, or to 
cur-editorial-ensign@ldschurch.org.
Clearly mark your submission
“Parents,” and on the top of your
submission, write your name, ad-
dress, telephone number, ward and
stake (or branch and district). 

While we cannot acknowledge
receipt of individual responses, au-
thors whose submissions are se-
lected for publication will be
notified. If you would like your
manuscript returned, please enclose
a self-addressed, stamped envelope
and allow up to a year.

THANKS FOR VIDEO

Although my family is grown, I
wanted to view the new video by
President Gordon B. Hinckley

(“President Hinckley Speaks to
Children through New Video,” July
2002, 75).  I ordered it, enjoyed it,
and then watched it a second time.
What a sweet teaching message 
to Primary-age children from a
prophet of God.

The following Sunday I took 
the video to church and shared it
with a family for their family home
evening.  When it was returned, I
shared it again, and it is now in a
second family’s home for the benefit
of their little ones.

What a joy the gospel is! It pro-
vides the way to fortify ourselves
and our families. Thank you,
President Hinckley, for making this
available.
Sharlie Carter
Louisville, Kentucky

UPDATE

In a descriptive paragraph 
with the “New Area Presidency
Assignments” chart on pages 76–77
of the September Ensign, it was
stated that “All presidency members
belong to the Quorums of the
Seventy.” Elder Dallin H. Oaks,
President of the Philippines Area,
and Elder Jeffrey R. Holland,
President of the Chile Area, are
members of the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles. ■

The Mormon Choir of Washington, D.C., holds a memorial concert
honoring the victims and survivors of September 11.
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President Hinckley Offers Comfort
President Gordon B. Hinckley released the following statement 

of condolence and comfort on the anniversary of the September 11 
terrorist attacks:

“Today, the world remembers the tragic events of
September 11, 2001. We are still shocked and dis-

mayed at the infamy of those cowardly attacks.
“During the past year, we have come to know the heroic

acts of men and women whose courage and selflessness were
manifest on that terrible day. So many lost their lives. So many
friends and families have been deprived of dear ones. Today
we pause to remember and join in tribute to those whose lives
were taken and to those who have carried on so bravely in
their absence.

“We know that much good has come of these dreadful 
circumstances. From the smoke and ashes of New York,
Washington, D.C., Pennsylvania, and other areas of the world
has arisen a greater sense of unity and purpose in ridding the
earth of evil and providing for the freedom and security of 
all people. We endorse the righteous efforts of God-fearing
people everywhere in this important endeavor.

“May our Father in Heaven smile upon us all, comfort those
who continue to mourn, and guide the leaders of nations in
the quest for justice and liberty, is our sincere prayer.” ■
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Ceja, Jan, 70
Woman of Faith, A, Margaret D.

Nadauld, Nov, 73
FALL OF MAN

Choice That Began Mortality, The,
Jess L. Christensen, Jan, 36

FAMILY
Being Grand Grandparents, Bernice

McCowin, Oct, 72
Blessing Our Families through Our

Covenants, Kathleen H. Hughes,
Nov, 106

Business Travelers: Return with
Honor, Steve Thevenin, Apr, 64

Called to Serve, Jeffrey R. Holland,
Nov, 36

Circle of Service, A, Colette M.
Lunceford, Jul, 64

Could I Let My Baby Go? Feb, 60
Each a Better Person, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Nov, 99
Father, Consider Your Ways, Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles, Jun, 12
Helping family members who are

not interested in the Church come
closer to God, Jun, 49

In a Quiet House, Rebecca M. Taylor,
Sep, 34

Lifeline of Prayer, The, James E. Faust,
May, 59

Living after the Manner of Happiness,
Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56

More Than Words Can Say, Marilyn
Dimond, Jul, 52

Part of a Family: Bridging the
Distance, Kristin Bayles Batchelor,
Oct, 24

Part of a Family: Strengthening
Relationships, Michele Burton, 
Oct, 22

Prune Creek and Other Memories,
Catherine R. Slaughter, Aug, 72

Putting Family First, E. Jeffrey Hill,
Jun, 8

Reclaiming Monday Nights, Joy M.
Sorensen, Jul, 73

Righteous Fathers in the Home, 
Jun, 17

Search the Prophets, L. Aldin Porter,
Apr, 30

Strengthen Home and Family, Carol B.
Thomas, May, 94

Strengthening Our Marriages,
Families, and Homes, Jun, 67
Why Was My Life Preserved? María
MacPherson, Jan, 71

You Are All Heaven Sent, James E.
Faust, Nov, 110

You’ve Got Mail . . . and a Journal,
Anastasia Kneeland, Jun, 73

FAMILY HISTORY
First Nauvoo Temple: So Great a

Cause, The, Matthew S. McBride,
Jul, 8

Help from the Other Side, Val Farmer,
Feb, 71

Help Was in the Mail, Faye V. Bell,
Oct, 69

Honoring My Father, Sondra Annis,
Jun, 68

I Hope You’ll All Remember Me,
David W. Heyen, Mar, 70

In My Grandmother’s Name, Meg
Vogl, Apr, 55

My Search by Postcard, Bobi Morgan,
Jun, 70

News, Jan, 76; Jun, 76; Jul, 78
No-Fuss Family History, Kristin W.

Belcher, Dec, 64
FAMILY HOME EVENING

Emergency Preparedness Game,
Windy L. Hasson, Sep, 73

Family Home Evenings for Tots,
Celestia Shumway, Feb, 67

Family Home Evenings That Work,
Feb, 21

Family Night Flexibility, Kathryn W.
Hales, Jun, 73

Follow the Liahona, Devan Jensen,
Aug, 73

Making Family Home Evening Glow,
Kathy L. Wilde, Dec, 65

Our Conference Family Home
Evenings, Lori Wood, Apr, 65

Reclaiming Monday Nights, Joy M.
Sorensen, Jul, 73

Reverence Begins at Home, Ronald L.
Petersen, Mar, 73

To Men of the Priesthood, Gordon B.
Hinckley, Nov, 56

FAMILY PRAYER
Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Apr, 2
Farmer, Val

Help from the Other Side, Feb, 71
FATHERHOOD

Called of God, L. Tom Perry, Nov, 7
Dad, Are You Awake? F. Melvin

Hammond, Nov, 97
Father, Consider Your Ways, Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles, Jun, 12
Greatest Generation of Missionaries,

The, M. Russell Ballard, Nov, 46
Righteous Fathers in the Home, 

Jun, 17
FAUST, JAMES E.

News, Mar, 75
Faust, James E.

Be Not Afraid, Oct, 2
Communion with the Holy Spirit,

Mar, 2
I Believe I Can, I Knew I Could, 

Nov, 49
It Can’t Happen to Me, May, 46
Lifeline of Prayer, The, May, 59
Priceless Heritage, A, Jul, 2
What’s in It for Me?, Nov, 19
You Are All Heaven Sent, Nov, 110

FEAR
Be Not Afraid, James E. Faust, Oct, 2
Twelve Spies, The, S. Michael Wilcox,

Mar, 35
FELLOWSHIP

Do You Have a Song for Us? Randal
Thatcher, Jun, 30
Singles in the Ward Family, Kathy
Grant, Jun, 44

Ferrel, David W.
Lord Is among Us! The, Feb, 34

FINANCES
Child’s First Budget, A, Jerry Mason,

Dec, 65
Church Auditing Department

Report, Wesley L. Jones, May, 22
Debt-Free Family, A, Serena Kugath,

Oct, 73
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT

Climbing Out of Debt, Jul, 66
Preparing Youth Financially, Debbie

Woodward, Jul, 72
FIRST PRESIDENCY MESSAGE

A Little Child Shall Lead Them,
Thomas S. Monson, Jun, 2

Be Not Afraid, James E. Faust, Oct, 2
Communion with the Holy Spirit,

James E. Faust, Mar, 2
Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Apr, 2
Overpowering the Goliaths in Our

Lives, Gordon B. Hinckley, Jan, 2
Patience, a Heavenly Virtue, 

Thomas S. Monson, Sep, 2
Preparing the Way, Thomas S.

Monson, Feb, 2
Priceless Heritage, A, James E. Faust,

Jul, 2
Testimony of the Son of God, A,

Gordon B. Hinckley, Dec, 2
What This Work Is All About, 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Aug, 2
FIRST VISION

Sacred Grove, Sacred Light, Apr, 8
Forbis, Dianne Dibb

Fitly Framed to Keep Out Rain, 
Aug, 60

FORGIVENESS
“Blessed Are the Peacemakers,”

Russell M. Nelson, Nov, 39
Hidden Wedges, Thomas S. Monson,

May, 18
I Cried Out to My Father, Apr, 24
Jacob and Esau, David H. Madsen,

Jan, 42
Learning How the Atonement Can

Change You, J. Devn Cornish, 
Apr, 20

Overpowering the Goliaths in Our
Lives, Gordon B. Hinckley, Jan, 2

Peaceable Things of the Kingdom,
The, M. Russell Ballard, May, 87

Seven Steps to Strengthen a
Marriage, Janette K. Gibbons, 
Mar, 24

To Be Free of Heavy Burdens, 
Richard G. Scott, Nov, 86

To Love and Care for Each Other,
Karl R. White, Jan, 20

Water Rights—and Wrongs, Abram F.
Dalley, Oct, 70

FREEDOM
On the Responsible Self, Robert S.

Wood, Mar, 27
Freeman, Robert

Nauvoo Temple Milestones,
1840–1850, Jul, 10

FRIENDSHIP
True Friends, Henry B. Eyring, 

May, 26
FUN

Fun and Happiness, Claudio R. M.
Costa, Nov, 92

G
GAMES

Follow the Liahona, Devan Jensen,
Aug, 73
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GARDENING
Garden for All Seasons, A, Holly

Furgason, Jun, 72
Gardiner, Bernadine G.

Mom, You’re Singing! Aug, 69
Gardner, Marvin K.

Albin Lotriã: Pioneer in Slovenia,
Feb, 38

GARN, DARYL H.
News, Nov, 122

Garner, Brian D.
Ezra Unfolds the Scriptures, Dec, 47

GENERAL AUXILIARY 
PRESIDENCIES

News, May, 105; Nov, 119
GENERAL CONFERENCE

News, May, 108; Nov, 120
GENEROSITY

Other Prodigal, The, Jeffrey R.
Holland, May, 62

What’s in It for Me? James E. Faust,
Nov, 19

GERRATT, D. REX
News, Nov, 122

GHANA
News, Feb, 76; Sep, 79

Gibbons, Janette K.
Seven Steps to Strengthen a

Marriage, Mar, 24
GIFTS

Gift My Father Gave Me, The, Ruth M.
Anderson, Dec, 53

Gifts of Christmas, The, Howard W.
Hunter, Dec, 16

Wrapped in My Mother’s Love,
Bonnie Danielson, Dec, 52

GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
Gifts of the Spirit, Robert D. Hales,

Feb, 12
GOALS

This Road We Call Life, Ben B. Banks,
May, 42

Tracking New Year’s Goals, Janalee
Merrell Watkins, Jan, 69

GODHEAD
Father and the Son, The, The First

Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, Apr, 12

GOSPEL
Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Apr, 2
GOSPEL CLASSICS

Excerpts from The Charted Course of
the Church in Education, J. Reuben
Clark Jr., Sep, 54

Father and the Son, The, The First
Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, Apr, 12

Father, Consider Your Ways, Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles, Jun, 12

Gifts of Christmas, The, Howard W.
Hunter, Dec, 16

Oneness in Marriage, Spencer W.
Kimball, Oct, 40

Origin of Man, The First Presidency of
the Church, Feb, 26

Wentworth Letter, The, Joseph Smith Jr.,
Jul, 26

Grahl, Paulo R.
Eli and His Sons, Jun, 18

Grant, Kathy
Singles in the Ward Family, Jun, 44

GRATITUDE
Charity: Perfect and Everlasting

Love, Gene R. Cook, May, 82
Enriching Our Prayers, Dan B.

Skoubye, Aug, 52
Feel the Love of the Lord, Bonnie D.

Parkin, May, 84
Lord, Increase Our Faith, John K.

Carmack, Mar, 53
4

Motherhood through the Ages, Mar, 8
Pathways to Perfection, Thomas S.

Monson, May, 99
Prayer in a Practical Vein, Kayleen

Silver, Aug, 56
Reason to Smile, A, Joe J. Christensen,

Feb, 58
Were There Not Ten Cleansed? 

David B. Haight, Nov, 24
GREED

Peace, Be Still, Thomas S. Monson,
Nov, 53

What’s in It for Me? James E. Faust,
Nov, 19

GRIEF
But If Not, Lance B. Wickman, Nov, 30

Grossen, Carl
White Christmas in Ecuador, A, 

Dec, 54
GROWTH, CHURCH

Church Goes Forward, The, Gordon B.
Hinckley, May, 4

Communion with the Holy Spirit,
James E. Faust, Mar, 2

Louisville, Kentucky, Mary Moek, 
Jun, 74

Saints in Birmingham, Alabama,
Jennie Ford Vaughn, Jan, 74

Saints in Saskatchewan, Canada,
Janet Kruckenberg, Feb, 73

H
Haight, David B.

Man in the Leather Coat, The, Dec, 42
Were There Not Ten Cleansed? 

Nov, 24
Hales, Robert D.

Gifts of the Spirit, Feb, 12
Out of Darkness into His Marvelous

Light, May, 69
Tithing: A Test of Faith with Eternal

Blessings, Nov, 26
Hallen, Cynthia L.

Rebekah, Jan, 39
Hammond, F. Melvin

Dad, Are You Awake? Nov, 97
Hamula, James J.

Quest for Wisdom, The, Jul, 40
HAPPINESS

Each a Better Person, Gordon B.
Hinckley, Nov, 99

Full Conversion Brings Happiness,
Richard G. Scott, May, 24

Fun and Happiness, Claudio R. M.
Costa, Nov, 92

Happiness in Womanhood, Susan
Easton Black, Mar, 12

Language of Love, The, Gayle M.
Clegg, May, 67

Living after the Manner of Happiness,
Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56

Pathways to Perfection, Thomas S.
Monson, May, 99

Reason to Smile, A, Joe J. Christensen,
Feb, 58

This Road We Call Life, Ben B. Banks,
May, 42

To Acquire Knowledge and the
Strength to Use It Wisely, Richard G.
Scott, Jun, 32

Hardy, Ralph W., Jr.
Naaman and Gehazi: A Contrast in

Obedience, Aug, 27
Hartley, William G.

Pushing on to Zion: Kanesville,
Iowa, 1846–1853, Aug, 14

Hay, Jason H.
“No Place I Would Rather Be,” Jun, 38

Head, David
Home Teachers Who Wouldn’t Quit,

The, Sep, 69
HEALING
Look and Live, Glen O. Jenson, 

Mar, 32
To Be Free of Heavy Burdens, 

Richard G. Scott, Nov, 86
Heyen, David W.

I Hope You’ll All Remember Me,
Mar, 70

HEZEKIAH
Hezekiah’s Tunnel Vision, Charles A.

Muldowney, Sep, 30
Hill, E. Jeffrey

Putting Family First, Jun, 8
HINCKLEY, GORDON B.

News, Jan, 75; Feb, 74, 76; May, 109;
Jul, 74, 75; Aug, 74; Sep, 75, 77;
Nov, 120; Dec, 66, 70

President Hinckley and the Nauvoo
Temple, Jul, 24

Hinckley, Gordon B.
Church Goes Forward, The, May, 4
Each a Better Person, Nov, 99
Inspirational Thoughts, Apr, 2
Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith,

The, Nov, 78
“O That I Were an Angel, and Could

Have the Wish of Mine Heart,”
Nov, 4

Personal Worthiness to Exercise the
Priesthood, May, 52

Testimony of the Son of God, A, Dec, 2
To Men of the Priesthood, Nov, 56
We Look to Christ, May, 90
We Walk by Faith, May, 72
What This Work Is All About, Aug, 2

HINCKLEY, MARJORIE PAY
News, Feb, 78

HISTORY, CHURCH
Area Authority Seventies: “To Bear

Record of My Name in All the
World,” Earl C. Tingey, Oct, 50

Church Goes Forward, The, Gordon B.
Hinckley, May, 4

First Nauvoo Temple: So Great a
Cause, The, Matthew S. McBride,
Jul, 8

Nauvoo Temple Milestones,
1840–1850, Robert Freeman, Jul, 10

News, Jul, 78
Prophet Joseph Smith’s Use of the

Old Testament, The, Grant
Underwood, Aug, 30

Pushing on to Zion: Kanesville,
Iowa, 1846–1853, William G.
Hartley, Aug, 14

Remembering Hiram, Ohio, Mark L.
Staker, Oct, 32

Video: Here Am I; Send Me, Nov, 101
Wentworth Letter, The, Joseph Smith Jr.,

Jul, 26
HOLINESS

Standing in Holy Places, Sharon G.
Larsen, May, 91

HOLLAND, JEFFREY R.
News, May, 108

Holland, Jeffrey R.
Called to Serve, Nov, 36
Other Prodigal, The, May, 62

Holman, Thomas B.
Choosing—and Being—the Right

Spouse, Sep, 62
HOLY GHOST

Be Not Afraid, James E. Faust, Oct, 2
Becoming Men in Whom the Spirit

of God Is, L. Tom Perry, May, 39
Being Teachable, Robert R. Steuer,

May, 31
Communion with the Holy Spirit,

James E. Faust, Mar, 2
Don’t Go through the Alley, Polly

Daw, Aug, 68
Encircled in the Arms of His Love,
Neal A. Maxwell, Nov, 16

Father, Consider Your Ways, Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles, Jun, 12

Following the Promptings of the
Holy Ghost, Apr, 74

For Each Season of My Life, Richard F.
Taylor, Sep, 18

Gifts of the Spirit, Robert D. Hales,
Feb, 12

Go to Work Now! Nancy G. Love, 
Feb, 68

Holy Ghost: Glorifying Christ, The,
Neal A. Maxwell, Jul, 56

Honoring My Father, Sondra Annis,
Jun, 68

Man in the Leather Coat, The, David B.
Haight, Dec, 42 

Not Just Teaching a Lesson, Diane M.
Tingey, Sep, 52

Out of Darkness into His Marvelous
Light, Robert D. Hales, May, 69

Pass It Along: These Cards Really
Work, Jonathan H. Stephenson, 
Mar, 64

Prayer in a Practical Vein, Kayleen
Silver, Aug, 56

Quest for Wisdom, The, James J.
Hamula, Jul, 40

Rise to Your Call, Henry B. Eyring,
Nov, 75

Standing in Holy Places, Sharon G.
Larsen, May, 91

Studying and Teaching the Old
Testament, Henry B. Eyring, Jan, 30

Taking the Higher Road, W. Craig
Zwick, Aug, 42

Testimony of Prayer, A, Aug, 58
That They May Be One in Us, D. Todd

Christofferson, Nov, 71
This Road We Call Life, Ben B. Banks,

May, 42
To Acquire Knowledge and the

Strength to Use It Wisely, Richard G.
Scott, Jun, 32

True Friends, Henry B. Eyring, May, 26
Underneath the Bookshelf, Suchat

Chaichana, Jul, 33
Women of Righteousness, M. Russell

Ballard, Apr, 66
Yielding to the Enticings of the Holy

Spirit, Kenneth Johnson, Nov, 89
HOLY PLACES

Standing in Holy Places, Sharon G.
Larsen, May, 91

HOME
Each a Better Person, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Nov, 99
Strengthen Home and Family, Carol B.

Thomas, May, 94
Teaching the Teachers: In the

Classroom, in the Home, Rebecca M.
Taylor, Oct, 62

With Holiness of Heart, Bonnie D.
Parkin, Nov, 103

You Are All Heaven Sent, James E.
Faust, Nov, 110

HOME TEACHING
Home Teachers Who Wouldn’t Quit,

The, David Head, Sep, 69
If Not for Clyde, Douglas Springmeyer,

Oct, 68
HOPE

Finding Hope in Christ, Johann A.
Wondra, Dec, 6

Hope for Parents of Wayward
Children, Sep, 11

Letting Go without Giving Up, Sep, 8
Selections from Addresses of

President Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Feb, 49



Hopkin, Ross F.
But How Could I Mention Tithing?

Apr, 57
Hopoate, Pita Foliaki

Crash Landing, Jan, 26
Horton, George A., Jr.

Indispensable Foundation, An, Mar, 38
HOSPITALITY

Church Goes Forward, The, Gordon B.
Hinckley, May, 4

Church Joins Salt Lake City in
Welcoming the World, Barbara Jean
Jones, News, Apr, 75

HUGHES, KATHLEEN H.
News, May, 107

Hughes, Kathleen H.
Blessing Our Families through Our

Covenants, Nov, 106
HUMANITARIAN AID

News, Aug, 78; Oct, 75; Nov, 127
Offering Aid in Times of Need,

News, Jul, 77
Power of Compassion, The, Neil K.

Newell and Lloyd D. Newell, Dec, 20
HUMILITY

Being Teachable, Robert R. Steuer,
May, 31

Hezekiah’s Tunnel Vision, Charles A.
Muldowney, Sep, 30

Jeremiah: As Potter’s Clay, Jean A.
Tefan, Oct, 11

Models to Follow, Thomas S. Monson,
Nov, 60

Rebekah, Cynthia L. Hallen, Jan, 39
Sword of the Lord and of Gideon,

The, Manfred H. Schütze, Apr, 46
HUMOR

Confessions of a Den Mother, Bette
Newton Lang, Oct, 31

Hunter, Howard W.
Gifts of Christmas, The, Dec, 16

HYMN
O Lord, Who Gave Thy Life for Me,

Alice W. Johnson, Oct, 7

I
Iba, Stephen K.

Cloud of Witnesses, A, Dec, 10
ILLNESS

Coping with Chronic Illness, Mar, 58
IMMORALITY

Peace, Be Still, Thomas S. Monson,
Nov, 53

To Men of the Priesthood, Gordon B.
Hinckley, Nov, 56

IMMORTALITY
Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Apr, 2
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

News, Jan, 79; Feb, 79; Mar, 78; May,
112; Jun, 78; Jul, 79; Aug, 78

INDIA
News, Jun, 77

INSPIRATION
Case of the Flat Tires, The, Marvin

Kitchen, Jul, 62
Communion with the Holy Spirit,

James E. Faust, Mar, 2
Crash Landing, Pita Foliaki Hopoate,

Jan, 26
Help Was in the Mail, Faye V. Bell,

Oct, 69
Knowing What You Believe,

Believing What You Know, 
Dennis B. Neuenschwander, Sep, 20

My Search by Postcard, Bobi Morgan,
Jun, 70

Visiting Teaching: Getting to the
Heart, Aug, 64

Yielding to the Enticings of the Holy
Spirit, Kenneth Johnson, Nov, 89
INSTITUTE
“No Place I Would Rather Be,” 

Jason H. Hay, Jun, 38
INTEGRITY

Naaman and Gehazi: A Contrast in
Obedience, Ralph W. Hardy Jr., 
Aug, 27

INTERFAITH RELATIONS
Do You Have a Song for Us? Randal

Thatcher, Jun, 30
Life among Muslims, A, Orin D.

Parker, Mar, 50
INTERNET

mormon.org, Paul VanDenBerghe,
Apr, 50

ISLAM
Life among Muslims, A, Orin D.

Parker, Mar, 50

J
JEHOVAH

Lord = Jehovah, Keith H. Meservy,
Jun, 29

Jensen, Marlin K.
Living after the Manner of

Happiness, Dec, 56
Jenson, Glen O.

Look and Live, Mar, 32
JEREMIAH

Jeremiah: As Potter’s Clay, Jean A.
Tefan, Oct, 11

JESUS CHRIST
A Little Child Shall Lead Them,

Thomas S. Monson, Jun, 2
At My Father’s Feet, Julene Jolley, Jul, 63
Because of His Love, Joseph C.

Winther, Apr, 19
Book of Mormon: A Guide for the

Old Testament, The, Gary J.
Coleman, Jan, 45

Choice That Began Mortality, The,
Jess L. Christensen, Jan, 36

Eternal Life through Jesus Christ,
John M. Madsen, May, 78

Father and the Son, The, The First
Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, Apr, 12

Finding Hope in Christ, Johann A.
Wondra, Dec, 6

Finding Jesus Christ in the Old
Testament, Andrew C. Skinner, 
Jun, 24

“Follow Me,” Joseph B. Wirthlin, May, 15
Gifts of Christmas, The, Howard W.

Hunter, Dec, 16
Gospel in Our Lives, The, Dallin H.

Oaks, May, 33
Holy Ghost: Glorifying Christ, The,

Neal A. Maxwell, Jul, 56
I Cried Out to My Father, Apr, 24
In Light of His Birth, Dec, 34
Increasing Our Testimonies of Jesus

Christ through Scripture Study,
Mar, 74

Indispensable Foundation, An,
George A. Horton Jr., Mar, 38

Jacob and Esau, David H. Madsen,
Jan, 42

King for Israel, A, Peggy Furniss Lee,
Jun, 21

Learning How the Atonement Can
Change You, J. Devn Cornish, Apr, 20

Lifeline of Prayer, The, James E. Faust,
May, 59

Look and Live, Glen O. Jenson, Mar, 32
Lord = Jehovah, Keith H. Meservy,

Jun, 29
Lord Is among Us! The, David W.

Ferrel, Feb, 34 
Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith,

The, Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 78
More Than Lights and Bright Colors,
Patricia Merlos, Dec, 14

Moses and the Passover, Randall C.
Bird, Feb, 31

Out of Darkness into His Marvelous
Light, Robert D. Hales, May, 69

Patience, a Heavenly Virtue, Thomas S.
Monson, Sep, 2

Peaceable Things of the Kingdom,
The, M. Russell Ballard, May, 87

Sacrifice Brings Forth the Blessings
of Heaven, Robert K. Dellenbach,
Nov, 33

Savior’s Use of the Old Testament,
The, Thomas F. Olmstead, Jul, 46

Testimony of the Son of God, A,
Gordon B. Hinckley, Dec, 2

Understanding Our Divine Nature,
Jan, 67

Voice of Gladness for Our Children,
A, Coleen K. Menlove, Nov, 13

We Believe in Him, Feb, 6
We Look to Christ, Gordon B.

Hinckley, May, 90
Were There Not Ten Cleansed? 

David B. Haight, Nov, 24
JOHNSON, JOHN, HOME

News, Jan, 75
Johnson, Kenneth

Yielding to the Enticings of the Holy
Spirit, Nov, 89

Jolley, Julene
At My Father’s Feet, Jul, 63

JONAH
Jonah and the Second Chance, Juan

Uceda, Sep, 26
Jones, Mavis Grace

My Long Climb Home, Mar, 69
Jones, Robert G.

Asking Questions First, Jan, 23
JONES, SPENCER V.

News, Nov, 123
Jones, Wesley L.

Church Auditing Department
Report, May, 22

JOURNALS
Using My Life’s Lessons, Jennifer

Pearson Cloward, Feb, 66
You’ve Got Mail . . . and a Journal,

Anastasia Kneeland, Jun, 73
JOY

Voice of Gladness for Our Children,
A, Coleen K. Menlove, Nov, 13

K
KANESVILLE, IOWA

Pushing on to Zion: Kanesville, Iowa,
1846–1853, William G. Hartley, Aug, 14

KENTUCKY
Louisville, Kentucky, Mary Moek, 

Jun, 74
Kimball, Spencer W.

Oneness in Marriage, Oct, 40
KINDNESS

Alone in a Foreign Country, Maria
Mabilia, Sep, 68

Each a Better Person, Gordon B.
Hinckley, Nov, 99

Gift of Eggs and Love, A, Claudia
Waite Richards, Aug, 70

mormon.org, Paul VanDenBerghe,
Apr, 50

Personal Worthiness to Exercise the
Priesthood, Gordon B. Hinckley,
May, 52

Singles in the Ward Family, Kathy
Grant, Jun, 44

With Holiness of Heart, Bonnie D.
Parkin, Nov, 103

Kitchen, Marvin
Case of the Flat Tires, The, Jul, 62
Klimley, Libby Frech
Gift of the Blue Lace Curtain, The,

Jan, 61
KNOWLEDGE

To Acquire Knowledge and the
Strength to Use It Wisely, Richard G.
Scott, Jun, 32

Knowles, Todd A.
Elijah Nurtures Faith, Jul, 43

L
Lang, Bette Newton

Confessions of a Den Mother, Oct, 31
Larsen, Sharon G.

Standing in Holy Places, May, 91
LATTER-DAY COUNSEL

Selections from Addresses of
President Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Feb, 49

LATTER-DAY PROPHETS SPEAK
Righteous Fathers in the Home, Jun, 17

LATTER-DAY SAINT VOICES
Alone in a Foreign Country, Maria

Mabilia, Sep, 68
At My Father’s Feet, Julene Jolley, Jul, 63
But How Could I Mention Tithing?

Ross F. Hopkin, Apr, 57
Case of the Flat Tires, The, Marvin

Kitchen, Jul, 62
Circle of Service, A, Colette M.

Lunceford, Jul, 64
Cookies for Buddy, Tracine Hales

Parkinson, Jan, 71
Don’t Go through the Alley, Polly

Daw, Aug, 68
Faith of a Child, The, William M.

Wach, Jun, 69
Fixing Everything, Catherine Matthews

Pavia, Apr, 56
Gift My Father Gave Me, The, Ruth M.

Anderson, Dec, 53
Gift of Eggs and Love, A, Claudia Waite

Richards, Aug, 70
Go to Work Now! Nancy G. Love, 

Feb, 68
Help from the Other Side, Val Farmer,

Feb, 71
Help Was in the Mail, Faye V. Bell,

Oct, 69
Home Teachers Who Wouldn’t Quit,

The, David Head, Sep, 69
Honoring My Father, Sondra Annis,

Jun, 68
I Hope You’ll All Remember Me,

David W. Heyen, Mar, 70
I Knew We Needed to Find the Book,

Lynn M. Schlick, Mar, 68
If Not for Clyde, Douglas Springmeyer,

Oct, 68
In My Grandmother’s Name, Meg

Vogl, Apr, 55
Living Testimony, A, Helen

Sturdevant, Oct, 70
Mom, You’re Singing! Bernadine G.

Gardiner, Aug, 69
Music of Peace—in Prison, The, 

Aug, 70
My Friend “Milkshake,” Robert Lee

“Rocky” Crockrell, Feb, 69
My Long Climb Home, Mavis Grace

Jones, Mar, 69
My Search by Postcard, Bobi Morgan,

Jun, 70
Prayer in the Storm, The, Jessie E.

Turner, Apr, 54
Prepared by Our Bus Friends, Dallin J.

Phillips, Jan, 72
She Brought Light, Muriel Robinson,

Dec, 55
Tatting for the Temple, Candace Bailey

Munoa, Jun, 71
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Time for the Sabbath, Beth Spencer
Rice, Jul, 64

Water Rights—and Wrongs, Abram F.
Dalley, Oct, 70

Where Could We Baptize, Ramiro
Ruiz Ceja, Jan, 70

White Christmas in Ecuador, A, Carl
Grossen, Dec, 54

Why Was My Life Preserved? María
MacPherson, Jan, 71

Wrapped in My Mother’s Love,
Bonnie Danielson, Dec, 52

LDS FOUNDATION
News, Mar, 77

LEADERSHIP
Albin Lotriã: Pioneer in Slovenia,

Marvin K. Gardner, Feb, 38
Called of God, L. Tom Perry, Nov, 7
Dad, Are You Awake? F. Melvin

Hammond, Nov, 97
Wanted: Modern Nehemiahs,

Modesto M. Amistad Jr., Dec, 44
LEADERSHIP, CHURCH

General Authorities of The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
May, 56; Nov, 64

News, May, 105; Nov, 119
Sustaining of Church Officers, The,

Thomas S. Monson, May, 21; Nov, 22 
LEARNING

Education for Real Life, Henry B.
Eyring, Oct, 14

Loving Lifelong Learning, Sep, 71
Pathways to Perfection, Thomas S.

Monson, May, 99
Lee, Peggy Furniss

King for Israel, A, Jun, 21
LIGHT

Out of Darkness into His Marvelous
Light, Robert D. Hales, May, 69

We Walk by Faith, Gordon B. Hinckley,
May, 72

LIGHT OF CHRIST
Out of Darkness into His Marvelous

Light, Robert D. Hales, May, 69
Peaceable Things of the Kingdom,

The, M. Russell Ballard, May, 87
Yielding to the Enticings of the Holy

Spirit, Kenneth Johnson, Nov, 89
Likovich, Barbara Murphy

Arizona Dirt, Pennsylvania Soil, Jun, 60
Lindsay, Gordon B.

Powerful Cravings, Powerful
Motivations, Feb, 56

Seven Tips to Prevent Tobacco Use,
Feb, 54

LORD
Lord = Jehovah, Keith H. Meservy,

Jun, 29
Love, Nancy G.

Go to Work Now! Feb, 68
LOVE

Adoption and the Unwed Mother,
LDS Family Services, Feb, 63

“Blessed Are the Peacemakers,”
Russell M. Nelson, Nov, 39

But If Not, Lance B. Wickman, Nov, 30
Charity: One Family, One Home at a

Time, Anne C. Pingree, Nov, 108
Charity: Perfect and Everlasting

Love, Gene R. Cook, May, 82
Children, Boyd K. Packer, May, 7
Children of Divorce, Elaine Walton,

Aug, 36
Come to Zion! Come to Zion! Keith B.

McMullin, Nov, 94
Could I Let My Baby Go? Feb, 60
Dad, Are You Awake? F. Melvin

Hammond, Nov, 97
Eternal Marriage—One Day at a

Time, An, Jul, 36
6

Helping family members who are
not interested in the Church come
closer to God, Jun, 49

Language of Love, The, Gayle M.
Clegg, May, 67

Living Testimony, A, Helen
Sturdevant, Oct, 70

Making It Up to Each Other, Kathleen
Chambers, Jul, 70

Not Just Teaching a Lesson, Diane M.
Tingey, Sep, 52

Other Prodigal, The, Jeffrey R.
Holland, May, 62

Power of Compassion, The, Neil K.
Newell and Lloyd D. Newell, Dec, 20

Prepared by Our Bus Friends, Dallin J.
Phillips, Jan, 72

Seven Steps to Strengthen a Marriage,
Janette K. Gibbons, Mar, 24

Sharing the Gospel with Sensitivity,
R. Lloyd Smith, Jun, 52

To Love and Care for Each Other,
Karl R. White, Jan, 20

True Friends, Henry B. Eyring, 
May, 26

With Holiness of Heart, Bonnie D.
Parkin, Nov, 103

LOYALTY
Models to Follow, Thomas S. Monson,

Nov, 60
Lunceford, Colette M.

Circle of Service, A, Jul, 64
LUND, GERALD N.

News, May, 106
Lund, Gerald N.

Opportunity to Serve, The, May, 85
Lybbert, Merlin R.

Powerful Potential of Scripture
Stories, The, Jan, 35

M
Mabilia, Maria

Alone in a Foreign Country, Sep, 68
MacPherson, María

Why Was My Life Preserved? Jan, 71
Madsen, David H.

Jacob and Esau, Jan, 42
Madsen, John M.

Eternal Life through Jesus Christ,
May, 78

MAGNIFICATION
Rise to Your Call, Henry B. Eyring,

Nov, 75
MARRIAGE

Called of God, L. Tom Perry, Nov, 7
Children of Divorce, Elaine Walton,

Aug, 36
Choosing—and Being—the Right

Spouse, Thomas B. Holman, Sep, 62
Dad, Are You Awake? F. Melvin

Hammond, Nov, 97
Eternal Marriage—One Day at a

Time, An, Jul, 36
Father, Consider Your Ways, Quorum

of the Twelve Apostles, Jun, 12
Making It Up to Each Other, Kathleen

Chambers, Jul, 70
Oneness in Marriage, Spencer W.

Kimball, Oct, 40
Putting Family First, E. Jeffrey Hill,

Jun, 8
Seven Steps to Strengthen a Marriage,

Janette K. Gibbons, Mar, 24
Strengthening Our Marriages,

Families, and Homes, Jun, 67
To Love and Care for Each Other,

Karl R. White, Jan, 20
MAXWELL, NEAL A.

News, Aug, 77
Maxwell, Neal A.

Consecrate Thy Performance, May, 36
Encircled in the Arms of His Love,
Nov, 16

Holy Ghost: Glorifying Christ, The,
Jul, 56

McBride, Matthew S.
First Nauvoo Temple: So Great a

Cause, The, Jul, 8
MCKAY, DAVID O.

News, Feb, 76
McMullin, Keith B.

Come to Zion! Come to Zion! Nov, 94
MEDIA

Media Spotlight Shines on Church,
Tiffany E. Lewis, News, May, 110

News, Jul, 75
MEDITATION

Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.
Hinckley, Apr, 2

Some Basic Teachings from the
History of Joseph Smith, Carlos H.
Amado, May, 80

MEMORIES
Prune Creek and Other Memories,

Catherine R. Slaughter, Aug, 72
Menlove, Coleen K.

Joining in the Mighty Work of God,
Oct, 46

Voice of Gladness for Our Children,
A, Nov, 13

MENTAL ILLNESS
Letting Go without Giving Up, Sep, 8

MERCY
Jonah and the Second Chance, Juan

Uceda, Sep, 26
Merlos, Patricia

More Than Lights and Bright Colors,
Dec, 14

Meservy, Keith H.
Lord = Jehovah, Jun, 29

MEXICO
News, Jul, 74

MIRACLES
Elijah Nurtures Faith, Todd A.

Knowles, Jul, 43
Little Boy Lost, Emmett R. Smith, 

Dec, 26
MISSION PRESIDENTS

News, Oct, 74
MISSIONARIES

Greatest Generation of Missionaries,
The, M. Russell Ballard, Nov, 46

MISSIONARY FAREWELLS
To Men of the Priesthood, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Nov, 56
MISSIONARY WORK

Accept the Challenge, L. Tom Perry,
Aug, 8

Book of Mormon: The Heart of
Missionary Proselyting, The, 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Sep, 12

Crash Landing, Pita Foliaki Hopoate,
Jan, 26

Helping family members who are
not interested in the Church come
closer to God, Jun, 49

I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go,
Dallin H. Oaks, Nov, 67

Man in the Leather Coat, The, 
David B. Haight, Dec, 42

Me, a Pioneer? Mei Hsaing Moyer,
Aug, 11

mormon.org, Paul VanDenBerghe,
Apr, 50

My Friend “Milkshake,” Robert Lee
“Rocky” Crockrell, Feb, 69

News, Apr, 79; Jun, 75
Pass It Along: These Cards Really

Work, Jonathan H. Stephenson, Mar, 64
Priceless Pearl: Alma O. Taylor’s

Mission to Japan, A, Reid L. Neilson,
Jun, 56
Sharing the Gospel with Sensitivity,
R. Lloyd Smith, Jun, 52

They Pray and They Go, Thomas S.
Monson, May, 49

We Believe in Him, Feb, 6
Wentworth Letter, The, Joseph Smith Jr.,

Jul, 26
Where Could We Baptize, Ramiro

Ruiz Ceja, Jan, 70
White Christmas in Ecuador, A, Carl

Grossen, Dec, 54
MODESTY

Hold High the Torch, Margaret D.
Nadauld, May, 96

MONSON, THOMAS S.
News, Jul, 76

Monson, Thomas S.
A Little Child Shall Lead Them, Jun, 2
Hidden Wedges, May, 18
Models to Follow, Nov, 60
Pathways to Perfection, May, 99
Patience, a Heavenly Virtue, Sep, 2
Peace, Be Still, Nov, 53
Preparing the Way, Feb, 2
They Pray and They Go, May, 49

MORALITY
Blessing Our Families through Our

Covenants, Kathleen H. Hughes,
Nov, 106

Hold On! James M. Paramore, Feb, 64
Search the Prophets, L. Aldin Porter,

Apr, 30
Seeking Solutions, Mary Ellen W.

Smoot, Feb, 42
Morgan, Bobi

My Search by Postcard, Jun, 70
Morgan, Christopher J.

Sin of Achan, The, Apr, 43
MOSES

Look and Live, Glen O. Jenson, Mar, 32
Lord Is among Us! The, David W.

Ferrel, Feb, 34
Moses and the Passover, Randall C.

Bird, Feb, 31
MOTHERHOOD

Confessions of a Den Mother, Bette
Newton Lang, Oct, 31

Finding Nobility in Motherhood and
Joy in Womanhood, Jul, 71

Motherhood through the Ages, Mar, 8
My Motherhood Manual, Brenda

Minor, Sep, 72
Moyer, Mei Hsaing

Me, a Pioneer? Aug, 11
Muldowney, Charles A.

Hezekiah’s Tunnel Vision, Sep, 30
Munoa, Candace Bailey

Tatting for the Temple, Jun, 71
MUSIC

Choosing appropriate music, Dec, 50
Cookies for Buddy, Tracine Hales

Parkinson, Jan, 71
Do You Have a Song for Us? Randal

Thatcher, Jun, 30
Just a Music Leader? Sherri Timmons,

Jul, 55
‘Mid the Stillness of the Night, Sally

DeFord, Apr, 7
Mom, You’re Singing! Bernadine G.

Gardiner, Aug, 69
Music of Peace—in Prison, The, 

Aug, 70
Singing with the “Tongue of Angels,”

Brad Thompson, Oct, 72
Tips for Beginning Organists, Paul R.

Howarth, Sep, 72

N
Nadauld, Margaret D.

Hold High the Torch, May, 96
Woman of Faith, A, Nov, 73



Nash, Richard
Telling Personal Stories, Sep, 48

NAUVOO
In Beauty and Holiness: The

Cultural Arts in Nauvoo, Carma 
de Jong Anderson, Sep, 40

NAUVOO TEMPLE
First Nauvoo Temple: So Great a

Cause, The, Matthew S. McBride,
Jul, 8

Nauvoo Temple Milestones,
1840–1850, Robert Freeman, Jul, 10

Nauvoo: A Temple Reborn, Don L.
Searle, Jul, 14 

News, May, 109; Oct, 75
President Hinckley and the Nauvoo

Temple, Jul, 24
NEHEMIAH

Wanted: Modern Nehemiahs,
Modesto M. Amistad Jr., Dec, 44

Neilson, Reid L.
Priceless Pearl: Alma O. Taylor’s

Mission to Japan, A, Jun, 56
NELSON, RUSSELL M.

News, Feb, 76; Jul, 76
Nelson, Russell M.

“Blessed Are the Peacemakers,” 
Nov, 39

How Firm Our Foundation, May, 75
Prepare for Blessings of the Temple,

Mar, 16
Neuenschwander, Dennis B.

Knowing What You Believe, Believing
What You Know, Sep, 20

NEW YORK CITY TEMPLE
News, Oct, 74

NEW ZEALAND
Saints in the Land of the Long White

Cloud, Rebecca M. Taylor, Mar, 42
Newell, Lloyd D. and Neil K. Newell

Power of Compassion, The, Dec, 20
NEWS OF THE CHURCH

Jan, 75; Feb, 74; Mar, 75; Apr, 75; May,
105; Jun, 75; Jul, 74; Aug, 74; Sep,
74; Oct, 74; Nov, 120; Dec, 66

NEWSLETTERS
Creating a Ward Newsletter? Mar, 72

O
OAKS, DALLIN H.

News, May, 108
Oaks, Dallin H.

Gospel in Our Lives, The, May, 33
I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go,

Nov, 67
OBEDIENCE

Being Teachable, Robert R. Steuer,
May, 31

Facing the Fiery Furnace, Terry W.
Call, Oct, 8

Faith Obedience, R. Conrad Schultz,
May, 29

Fun and Happiness, Claudio R. M.
Costa, Nov, 92

Gospel in Our Lives, The, Dallin H.
Oaks, May, 33

Hold On! James M. Paramore, Feb, 64
I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go,

Dallin H. Oaks, Nov, 67
Jeremiah: As Potter’s Clay, Jean A.

Tefan, Oct, 11
Law of Tithing, The, Earl C. Tingey,

May, 10
Living after the Manner of Happiness,

Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56
Lord, Increase Our Faith, John K.

Carmack, Mar, 53
Models to Follow, Thomas S. Monson,

Nov, 60
My Obsession with Food, Aleta

Goodman Blackwell, Oct, 57
Naaman and Gehazi: A Contrast in
Obedience, Ralph W. Hardy Jr., 
Aug, 27

Priceless Pearl: Alma O. Taylor’s
Mission to Japan, A, Reid L. Neilson,
Jun, 56

Selections from Addresses of
President Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Feb, 49

Sin of Achan, The, Christopher J.
Morgan, Apr, 43

Time for the Sabbath, Beth Spencer
Rice, Jul, 64

Tithing: A Test of Faith with Eternal
Blessings, Robert D. Hales, Nov, 26

Unexpected Answer, The, Thomas
Partridge, Feb, 37

With Holiness of Heart, Bonnie D.
Parkin, Nov, 103

Oborn, Anne Marie
Remembrance Day, September 14,

2001, May, IBC
OLD TESTAMENT

Book of Mormon: A Guide for the
Old Testament, The, Gary J.
Coleman, Jan, 45

Eli and His Sons, Paulo R. Grahl, Jun, 18
Elijah Nurtures Faith, Todd A.

Knowles, Jul, 43
Enjoying the Old Testament, 

Timothy L. Carver, Jan, 56
Ezra Unfolds the Scriptures, Brian D.

Garner, Dec, 47
Facing the Fiery Furnace, Terry W.

Call, Oct, 8
Finding Jesus Christ in the Old

Testament, Andrew C. Skinner, 
Jun, 24

Hezekiah’s Tunnel Vision, Charles A.
Muldowney, Sep, 30

Indispensable Foundation, An,
George A. Horton Jr., Mar, 38

Jacob and Esau, David H. Madsen,
Jan, 42

Jeremiah: As Potter’s Clay, Jean A.
Tefan, Oct, 11

Jonah and the Second Chance, Juan
Uceda, Sep, 26

King for Israel, A, Peggy Furniss Lee,
Jun, 21

Look and Live, Glen O. Jenson, Mar, 32
Lord Is among Us! The, David W.

Ferrel, Feb, 34
Mantle of Elijah, The, Bruce L.

Andreason, Aug, 24
Moses and the Passover, Randall C.

Bird, Feb, 31
Naaman and Gehazi: A Contrast in

Obedience, Ralph W. Hardy Jr., 
Aug, 27

Old Testament Times at a Glance,
Jan, 50

Prophet Joseph Smith’s Use of the
Old Testament, The, Grant
Underwood, Aug, 30

Quest for Wisdom, The, James J.
Hamula, Jul, 40

Savior’s Use of the Old Testament,
The, Thomas F. Olmstead, Jul, 46

Studying and Teaching the Old
Testament, Henry B. Eyring, 
Jan, 30

Sword of the Lord and of Gideon,
The, Manfred H. Schütze, Apr, 46

Twelve Spies, The, S. Michael Wilcox,
Mar, 35

Wanted: Modern Nehemiahs,
Modesto M. Amistad Jr., Dec, 44

Olmstead, Thomas F.
Savior’s Use of the Old Testament,

The, Jul, 46
OLYMPICS
Being a Good Host to Visitors during

Games, Rachel L. Dahl, Jan, 77
Church Joins Salt Lake City in

Welcoming the World, Barbara Jean
Jones, News, Apr, 75

Many Latter-day Saints Pass Torch,
Heather Simonsen, News, Apr, 77

News, May, 111
ON-SITE

In Light of His Birth, Dec, 34
“No Place I Would Rather Be,” 

Jason H. Hay, Jun, 38
We Believe in Him, Feb, 6

OPTIMISM
Gift of the Blue Lace Curtain, The,

Libby Frech Klimley, Jan, 61
Models to Follow, Thomas S. Monson,

Nov, 60
ORIGIN OF MAN

Origin of Man, The First Presidency of
the Church, Feb, 26

P
Packer, Boyd K.

Children, May, 7
Stake Patriarch, The, Nov, 42

PAGEANTS
News, Mar, 77

Paramore, James M.
Hold On! Feb, 64

PARENTHOOD
But If Not, Lance B. Wickman, Nov, 30
Eli and His Sons, Paulo R. Grahl, Jun, 18
Family Home Evenings for Tots,

Celestia Shumway, Feb, 67
Family Home Evenings That Work,

Feb, 21
Letting Go without Giving Up, 

Sep, 8
My Motherhood Manual, Brenda

Minor, Sep, 72
Search the Prophets, L. Aldin Porter,

Apr, 30
Seven Tips to Prevent Tobacco Use,

Gordon B. Lindsay, Feb, 54
Teaming Up for Youth, Jan, 7
When Children Want to Bear

Testimony, Carl B. Cook, Dec, 29
When You Don’t Have Custody, 

S. Brent Scharman, Apr, 58
Parker, Orin D.

Life among Muslims, A, Mar, 50
PARKIN, BONNIE D.

News, May, 107
Parkin, Bonnie D.

Feel the Love of the Lord, May, 84
With Holiness of Heart, Nov, 103

Parkinson, Tracine Hales
Cookies for Buddy, Jan, 71

PARTICIPATION
Asking Questions First, Robert G.

Jones, Jan, 23
Just a Music Leader? Sherri Timmons,

Jul, 55
Partridge, Thomas

Unexpected Answer, The, Feb, 37
PASS-ALONG CARDS

Pass It Along: These Cards Really
Work, Jonathan H. Stephenson, 
Mar, 64

PASSOVER
Moses and the Passover, Randall C.

Bird, Feb, 31
PATIENCE

Case of the Flat Tires, The, Marvin
Kitchen, Jul, 62

Models to Follow, Thomas S. Monson,
Nov, 60

Patience, a Heavenly Virtue, Thomas S.
Monson, Sep, 2
Peace, Be Still, Thomas S. Monson,
Nov, 53

Seven Steps to Strengthen a Marriage,
Janette K. Gibbons, Mar, 24

PATRIARCHAL BLESSINGS
Stake Patriarch, The, Boyd K. Packer,

Nov, 42
Pavia, Catherine Matthews

Fixing Everything, Apr, 56
PEACE

“Blessed Are the Peacemakers,”
Russell M. Nelson, Nov, 39

Finding Hope in Christ, Johann A.
Wondra, Dec, 6

Global Church Blessed by the Voice
of the Prophets, The, Dieter F.
Uchtdorf, Nov, 10

Music of Peace—in Prison, The, 
Aug, 70

Peaceable Things of the Kingdom,
The, M. Russell Ballard, May, 87

Taking the Higher Road, W. Craig
Zwick, Aug, 42

To Be Free of Heavy Burdens, 
Richard G. Scott, Nov, 86

PERPETUAL EDUCATION FUND
Church Goes Forward, The, Gordon B.

Hinckley, May, 4
To Men of the Priesthood, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Nov, 56
Perry, L. Tom

Accept the Challenge, Aug, 8
Becoming Men in Whom the Spirit

of God Is, May, 39
Called of God, Nov, 7

Phillips, Dallin J.
Prepared by Our Bus Friends, Jan, 72

PINGREE, ANNE C.
News, May, 108

Pingree, Anne C.
Charity: One Family, One Home at a

Time, Nov, 108
PIONEER DAY

News, Oct, 77
PIONEERS

Albin Lotriã: Pioneer in Slovenia,
Marvin K. Gardner, Feb, 38

At Journey’s End, Elaine Wright
Christensen, Jul, 7

Branch of Faith in the Forest, A,
Melanie S. Silvester, Apr, 38

Global Church Blessed by the Voice
of the Prophets, The, Dieter F.
Uchtdorf, Nov, 10

Me, a Pioneer? Mei Hsaing Moyer,
Aug, 11

News, Mar, 75
Priceless Heritage, A, James E. Faust,

Jul, 2
Pushing on to Zion: Kanesville, Iowa,

1846–1853, William G. Hartley, Aug, 14
PLAN OF SALVATION

For Thy Good, Richard C. Edgley,
May, 65

Fun and Happiness, Claudio R. M.
Costa, Nov, 92

How Firm Our Foundation, Russell M.
Nelson, May, 75

POETRY
At Journey’s End, Elaine Wright

Christensen, Jul, 7
POLICIES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

News, Aug, 78; Nov, 120
PORNOGRAPHY

Overpowering the Goliaths in Our
Lives, Gordon B. Hinckley, Jan, 2

Porter, L. Aldin
Search the Prophets, Apr, 30

POTENTIAL
It Can’t Happen to Me, James E.

Faust, May, 46
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Stake Patriarch, The, Boyd K. Packer,
Nov, 42

PRAISE
Mom, You’re Singing! Bernadine G.

Gardiner, Aug, 69
Enriching Our Prayers, Dan B.

Skoubye, Aug, 52
PRAYER

Alone in a Foreign Country, Maria
Mabilia, Sep, 68

Crash Landing, Pita Foliaki Hopoate,
Jan, 26

Enriching Our Prayers, Dan B.
Skoubye, Aug, 52

Faith of a Child, The, William M. Wach,
Jun, 69

Help Was in the Mail, Faye V. Bell, 
Oct, 69

Language of Love, The, Gayle M.
Clegg, May, 67

Lifeline of Prayer, The, James E. Faust,
May, 59

Little Boy Lost, Emmett R. Smith, 
Dec, 26

Prayer in a Practical Vein, Kayleen
Silver, Aug, 56

Prayer in the Storm, The, Jessie E.
Turner, Apr, 54

She Brought Light, Muriel Robinson,
Dec, 55

Some Basic Teachings from the
History of Joseph Smith, Carlos H.
Amado, May, 80

Strengthen Home and Family, Carol B.
Thomas, May, 94

Testimony of Prayer, A, Aug, 58
They Pray and They Go, Thomas S.

Monson, May, 49
Tobacco: Quitting for Good, Janet

Brigham, Feb, 50
Unexpected Answer, The, Thomas

Partridge, Feb, 37
We Walk by Faith, Gordon B. Hinckley,

May, 72
PREMORTAL LIFE

Father and the Son, The, The First
Presidency and the Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles, Apr, 12

PREPARATION
Becoming a Great Benefit to Our

Fellow Beings, Spencer J. Condie,
May, 44

Choosing—and Being—the Right
Spouse, Thomas B. Holman, Sep, 62

Following the Promptings of the Holy
Ghost, Apr, 74

Garden for All Seasons, A, Holly
Furgason, Jun, 72

Greatest Generation of Missionaries,
The, M. Russell Ballard, Nov, 46

Prepare for Blessings of the Temple,
Russell M. Nelson, Mar, 16

Rebekah, Cynthia L. Hallen, Jan, 39
Vital Documents at Your Fingertips,

Berneice Neeley, Aug, 72
You Are All Heaven Sent, James E.

Faust, Nov, 110
PREPAREDNESS

Emergency Preparedness Game,
Windy L. Hasson, Sep, 73

Living after the Manner of Happiness,
Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56

PRIDE
Faith Obedience, R. Conrad Schultz,

May, 29
PRIESTHOOD

Area Authority Seventies: “To Bear
Record of My Name in All the
World,” Earl C. Tingey, Oct, 50

Becoming Men in Whom the Spirit of
God Is, L. Tom Perry, May, 39
8

Called of God, L. Tom Perry, Nov, 7
I Believe I Can, I Knew I Could, 

James E. Faust, Nov, 49
Joining in the Mighty Work of God,

Coleen K. Menlove, Oct, 46
Personal Worthiness to Exercise the

Priesthood, Gordon B. Hinckley,
May, 52

Preparing the Way, Thomas S. Monson,
Feb, 2

Sustaining Priesthood Leaders, Oct, 56
Teaming Up for Youth, Jan, 7

PRIMARY
Just a Music Leader? Sherri Timmons,

Jul, 55
Preparing the Way, Thomas S. Monson,

Feb, 2
Showing Primary Children You Care,

Kersten Campbell, Apr, 65
PRIORITIES

Putting Family First, E. Jeffrey Hill,
Jun, 8

To Acquire Knowledge and the
Strength to Use It Wisely, Richard G.
Scott, Jun, 32

PROPHECY
Stake Patriarch, The, Boyd K. Packer,

Nov, 42
PROPHETS

Becoming Men in Whom the Spirit of
God Is, L. Tom Perry, May, 39

Cloud of Witnesses, A, Stephen K. Iba,
Dec, 10

Finding Jesus Christ in the Old
Testament, Andrew C. Skinner, 
Jun, 24

General Authorities of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
May, 56; Nov, 64

Global Church Blessed by the Voice
of the Prophets, The, Dieter F.
Uchtdorf, Nov, 10

Harold B. Lee: Master Teacher, Breck
England, Jan, 14

Joining in the Mighty Work of God,
Coleen K. Menlove, Oct, 46

Mantle of Elijah, The, Bruce L.
Andreason, Aug, 24

Opportunity to Serve, The, Gerald N.
Lund, May, 85

Search the Prophets, L. Aldin Porter,
Apr, 30

Sustaining of Church Officers, The,
Thomas S. Monson, May, 21; Nov, 22

We Believe in Him, Feb, 6
Women of Righteousness, M. Russell

Ballard, Apr, 66
PROTECTION

Children, Boyd K. Packer, May, 7
Don’t Go through the Alley, Polly

Daw, Aug, 68
PUBLICITY

Media Spotlight Shines on Church,
Tiffany E. Lewis, News, May, 110

Q
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Choosing appropriate music, Dec, 50
Helping family members who are not

interested in the Church come
closer to God, Jun, 49

R
RANDOM SAMPLER

Being Grand Grandparents, Bernice
McCowin, Oct, 72

Business Travelers: Return with
Honor, Steve Thevenin, Apr, 64

Child’s First Budget, A, Jerry Mason,
Dec, 65

Creating a Ward Newsletter? Mar, 72
Debt-Free Family, A, Serena Kugath,
Oct, 73

Dinner and Dance Cards, Mark G.
Christensen, Mar, 73

Emergency Preparedness Game,
Windy L. Hasson, Sep, 73

Family Home Evenings for Tots,
Celestia Shumway, Feb, 67

Family Night Flexibility, Kathryn W.
Hales, Jun, 73

Follow the Liahona, Devan Jensen,
Aug, 73

Garden for All Seasons, A, Holly
Furgason, Jun, 72

Lunch Lessons, Roselyn Sant, Jan, 68
Making Family Home Evening Glow,

Kathy L. Wilde, Dec, 65
My Motherhood Manual, Brenda

Minor, Sep, 72
No-Fuss Family History, Kristin W.

Belcher, Dec, 64
Our Conference Family Home

Evenings, Lori Wood, Apr, 65
Our Ward’s Gift of Service, Martha D.

Harger, Dec, 64
Preparing Youth Financially, Debbie

Woodward, Jul, 72
Prune Creek and Other Memories,

Catherine R. Slaughter, Aug, 72
Reclaiming Monday Nights, Joy M.

Sorensen, Jul, 73
Reverence Begins at Home, Ronald L.

Petersen, Mar, 73
Showing Primary Children You Care,

Kersten Campbell, Apr, 65
Singing with the “Tongue of Angels,”

Brad Thompson, Oct, 72
Tips for Beginning Organists, Paul R.

Howarth, Sep, 72
Tracking New Year’s Goals, Janalee

Merrell Watkins, Jan, 69
Using My Life’s Lessons, Jennifer

Pearson Cloward, Feb, 66
Vital Documents at Your Fingertips,
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Developing Inner Strength, Mary
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Feel the Love of the Lord, Bonnie D.
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Video: Here Am I; Send Me, Nov, 101
Welcoming Young Women to Relief

Society, Mary Lou Harward, Feb, 66
You Are All Heaven Sent, James E.

Faust, Nov, 110
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Full Conversion Brings Happiness,
Richard G. Scott, May, 24

Jonah and the Second Chance, Juan
Uceda, Sep, 26

Learning How the Atonement Can
Change You, J. Devn Cornish, Apr, 20

My Long Climb Home, Mavis Grace
Jones, Mar, 69

On the Responsible Self, Robert S.
Wood, Mar, 27

Sin of Achan, The, Christopher J.
Morgan, Apr, 43

To Be Free of Heavy Burdens, 
Richard G. Scott, Nov, 86

Water Rights—and Wrongs, Abram F.
Dalley, Oct, 70
RESPONSIBILITY
Accept the Challenge, L. Tom Perry,

Aug, 8
On the Responsible Self, Robert S.

Wood, Mar, 27
What This Work Is All About, 

Gordon B. Hinckley, Aug, 2
RESTORATION

Joseph Smith: Prophet of the
Restoration, Tad R. Callister, Jun, 62

Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith,
The, Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 78

REVELATION
Communion with the Holy Spirit,

James E. Faust, Mar, 2
Joseph Smith: Prophet of the

Restoration, Tad R. Callister, Jun, 62
Powerful Potential of Scripture

Stories, The, Merlin R. Lybbert, 
Jan, 35

Remembering Hiram, Ohio, Mark L.
Staker, Oct, 32

REVERENCE
Reverence Begins at Home, Ronald L.

Petersen, Mar, 73
Standing in Holy Places, Sharon G.

Larsen, May, 91
Rice, Beth Spencer

Time for the Sabbath, Jul, 64
Richards, Claudia Waite

Gift of Eggs and Love, A, Aug, 70
RIGHTEOUSNESS

Choosing appropriate music, Dec, 50
Hold High the Torch, Margaret D.

Nadauld, May, 96
My Battle with Same-Sex Attraction,

Aug, 48
You Are All Heaven Sent, James E.

Faust, Nov, 110
Robinson, Muriel

She Brought Light, Dec, 55

S
SABBATH

Time for the Sabbath, Beth Spencer
Rice, Jul, 64

SACRAMENT MEETING
Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Apr, 2
SACRIFICE

Called to Serve, Jeffrey R. Holland,
Nov, 36

Could I Let My Baby Go? Feb, 60
“Follow Me,” Joseph B. Wirthlin, 

May, 15
Lord, Increase Our Faith, John K.

Carmack, Mar, 53
“O That I Were an Angel, and Could

Have the Wish of Mine Heart,”
Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 4

Priceless Heritage, A, James E. Faust,
Jul, 2

Sacrifice Brings Forth the Blessings
of Heaven, Robert K. Dellenbach,
Nov, 33

Strengthen Home and Family, Carol B.
Thomas, May, 94

Tatting for the Temple, Candace Bailey
Munoa, Jun, 71

What’s in It for Me? James E. Faust,
Nov, 19

SAINTS IN
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Jun, 74
Birmingham, Alabama, Jennie Ford

Vaughn, Jan, 74
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SAME-SEX ATTRACTION

My Battle with Same-Sex Attraction,
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Scharman, S. Brent
When You Don’t Have Custody, 

Apr, 58
Schlick, Lynn M.

I Knew We Needed to Find the Book,
Mar, 68

Schultz, R. Conrad
Faith Obedience, May, 29

Schütze, Manfred H.
Sword of the Lord and of Gideon,

The, Apr, 46
SCOTT, RICHARD G.

News, Apr, 78
Scott, Richard G.

Full Conversion Brings Happiness,
May, 24

To Acquire Knowledge and the
Strength to Use It Wisely, Jun, 32

To Be Free of Heavy Burdens, 
Nov, 86

SCOUTING
Confessions of a Den Mother, Bette

Newton Lang, Oct, 31
SCRIPTURE STUDY

Asking Questions First, Robert G.
Jones, Jan, 23

Book of Mormon: A Guide for the
Old Testament, The, Gary J.
Coleman, Jan, 45

Enjoying the Old Testament, 
Timothy L. Carver, Jan, 56

For Each Season of My Life, Richard F.
Taylor, Sep, 18

Increasing Our Testimonies of Jesus
Christ through Scripture Study,
Mar, 74

Indispensable Foundation, An, 
George A. Horton Jr., Mar, 38

Powerful Potential of Scripture Stories,
The, Merlin R. Lybbert, Jan, 35

Studying and Teaching the Old
Testament, Henry B. Eyring, Jan, 30

SCRIPTURES
Ezra Unfolds the Scriptures, Brian D.

Garner, Dec, 47
Harold B. Lee: Master Teacher, Breck

England, Jan, 14
Living after the Manner of Happiness,

Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56
My Obsession with Food, Aleta

Goodman Blackwell, Oct, 57
News, Mar, 76
Responding to the Lord’s Questions,

John S. Tanner, Apr, 26
Savior’s Use of the Old Testament,

The, Thomas F. Olmstead, Jul, 46
Some Basic Teachings from the

History of Joseph Smith, Carlos H.
Amado, May, 80

Searle, Don L.
Nauvoo: A Temple Reborn, Jul, 14
Teaching the Teachers: Reaching for

a Higher Level, Oct, 65
SELF-DISCIPLINE

It Can’t Happen to Me, James E.
Faust, May, 46

Tobacco: Quitting for Good, Janet
Brigham, Feb, 50

SELFISHNESS
What’s in It for Me? James E. Faust,

Nov, 19
SELF-RELIANCE

Climbing Out of Debt, Jul, 66
Come to Zion! Come to Zion! Keith B.

McMullin, Nov, 94
Seeking Solutions, Mary Ellen W.

Smoot, Feb, 42
To Men of the Priesthood, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Nov, 56
What This Work Is All About, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Aug, 2
SELF-WORTH
Taking the Higher Road, W. Craig

Zwick, Aug, 42
SERBIA

News, Jun, 77
SERVICE

A Little Child Shall Lead Them,
Thomas S. Monson, Jun, 2

At My Father’s Feet, Julene Jolley, Jul, 63
Becoming a Great Benefit to Our

Fellow Beings, Spencer J. Condie,
May, 44

Being a Good Host to Visitors during
Games, Rachel L. Dahl, Jan, 77

Called to Serve, Jeffrey R. Holland,
Nov, 36

Charity: One Family, One Home at a
Time, Anne C. Pingree, Nov, 108

Circle of Service, A, Colette M.
Lunceford, Jul, 64

Confessions of a Den Mother, Bette
Newton Lang, Oct, 31

Cookies for Buddy, Tracine Hales
Parkinson, Jan, 71

Delighting in Service and Good
Works, Aug, 63

Developing Inner Strength, Mary
Ellen W. Smoot, May, 13

Education for Real Life, Henry B.
Eyring, Oct, 14

Eternal Marriage—One Day at a
Time, An, Jul, 36

Fitly Framed to Keep Out Rain,
Dianne Dibb Forbis, Aug, 60

Gift of the Blue Lace Curtain, The,
Libby Frech Klimley, Jan, 61

Go to Work Now! Nancy G. Love, 
Feb, 68

Gospel in Our Lives, The, Dallin H.
Oaks, May, 33

Home Teachers Who Wouldn’t Quit,
The, David Head, Sep, 69

I Believe I Can, I Knew I Could, 
James E. Faust, Nov, 49

I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go,
Dallin H. Oaks, Nov, 67

Living after the Manner of Happiness,
Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56

Living Testimony, A, Helen
Sturdevant, Oct, 70

Many Latter-day Saints Pass Torch,
Heather Simonsen, News, Apr, 77

More Than Lights and Bright Colors,
Patricia Merlos, Dec, 14

News, Aug, 77; Oct, 78; Nov, 128
Offering Aid in Times of Need,

News, Jul, 77
Opportunity to Serve, The, Gerald N.

Lund, May, 85
Other Prodigal, The, Jeffrey R.

Holland, May, 62
Our Ward’s Gift of Service, Martha D.

Harger, Dec, 64
Patience, a Heavenly Virtue, 

Thomas S. Monson, Sep, 2
Rise to Your Call, Henry B. Eyring,

Nov, 75
Sword of the Lord and of Gideon,

The, Manfred H. Schütze, Apr, 46
What’s in It for Me? James E. Faust,

Nov, 19
Silver, Kayleen

Prayer in a Practical Vein, Aug, 56
Silvester, Melanie S.

Branch of Faith in the Forest, A, Apr, 38
SIN

Sin of Achan, The, Christopher J.
Morgan, Apr, 43

SINGLE ADULTS
“No Place I Would Rather Be,” 

Jason H. Hay, Jun, 38
Part of a Family: Bridging the
Distance, Kristin Bayles Batchelor,
Oct, 24

Part of a Family: Strengthening
Relationships, Michele Burton, Oct, 22

Singles in the Ward Family, Kathy
Grant, Jun, 44
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“For Such a Time as This,” Relief

Society General Presidency, Jan, 64
Gift of Eggs and Love, A, Claudia

Waite Richards, Aug, 70
Visiting Teaching: Getting to the

Heart, Aug, 64
Skinner, Andrew C.

Finding Jesus Christ in the Old
Testament, Jun, 24

Skoubye, Dan B.
Enriching Our Prayers, Aug, 52

Smith, Emmett R.
Little Boy Lost, Dec, 26

SMITH, JOSEPH
Be Not Afraid, James E. Faust, Oct, 2
Joseph Smith: Prophet of the

Restoration, Tad R. Callister, Jun, 62
Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith,

The, Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 78
Prophet Joseph Smith’s Use of the

Old Testament, The, Grant
Underwood, Aug, 30

Remembering Hiram, Ohio, Mark L.
Staker, Oct, 32

Sacrifice Brings Forth the Blessings of
Heaven, Robert K. Dellenbach, Nov, 33

Some Basic Teachings from the
History of Joseph Smith, Carlos H.
Amado, May, 80

Smith, Joseph Jr.
Wentworth Letter, The, Jul, 26

Smith, R. Lloyd
Sharing the Gospel with Sensitivity,

Jun, 52
Smoot, Mary Ellen W.

Seeking Solutions, Feb, 42
Developing Inner Strength, May, 13

SOLOMON
Quest for Wisdom, The, James J.

Hamula, Jul, 40
SOLUTIONS

Seeking Solutions, Mary Ellen W.
Smoot, Feb, 42

SPIRITUALITY
Excerpts from The Charted Course of

the Church in Education, J. Reuben
Clark Jr., Sep, 54

Springmeyer, Douglas
If Not for Clyde, Oct, 68

SRI LANKA
News, Jun, 77

STAKE MISSIONS
News, Jun, 76

Staker, Mark L.
Remembering Hiram, Ohio, Oct, 32

STANDARDS
Hold High the Torch, Margaret D.

Nadauld, May, 96
Hold On! James M. Paramore, Feb, 64

STATISTICS
Statistical Report, 2001, F. Michael

Watson, May, 23
Stephenson, Jonathan H.

Pass It Along: These Cards Really
Work, Mar, 64

Steuer; Robert R.
Being Teachable, May, 31

STORIES
Telling Personal Stories, Richard Nash,

Sep, 48
STRENGTH

Developing Inner Strength, Mary
Ellen W. Smoot, May, 13
Sturdevant, Helen
Living Testimony, A, Oct, 70

SUBMISSIVENESS
But If Not, Lance B. Wickman, Nov, 30
Consecrate Thy Performance, Neal A.

Maxwell, May, 36
Holy Ghost: Glorifying Christ, The,

Neal A. Maxwell, Jul, 56
Opportunity to Serve, The, Gerald N.

Lund, May, 85
Shall He Find Faith on the Earth?

Joseph B. Wirthlin, Nov, 82
That They May Be One in Us, D. Todd

Christofferson, Nov, 71
SUPPORT

Fitly Framed to Keep Out Rain,
Dianne Dibb Forbis, Aug, 60

SUSTAINING
Lord Is among Us! The, David W.

Ferrel, Feb, 34
Sustaining of Church Officers, The,

Thomas S. Monson, May, 21; Nov, 22

T
TABERNACLE CHOIR

News, Mar, 75
TALENTS

I Believe I Can, I Knew I Could,
James E. Faust, Nov, 49

Tanner, John S.
Responding to the Lord’s Questions,

Apr, 26
TANNER, SUSAN WINDER

News, Nov, 123
Taylor, Rebecca M.

In a Quiet House, Sep, 34
Saints in the Land of the Long White

Cloud, Mar, 42
Teaching the Teachers: In the

Classroom, in the Home, Oct, 62
Taylor, Richard F.

For Each Season of My Life, Sep, 18
TEACHABLENESS

Being Teachable, Robert R. Steuer,
May, 31

TEACHING
Asking Questions First, Robert G.

Jones, Jan, 23
Children, Boyd K. Packer, May, 7
Eli and His Sons, Paulo R. Grahl, 

Jun, 18
Excerpts from The Charted Course of

the Church in Education, J. Reuben
Clark Jr., Sep, 54

Father, Consider Your Ways, Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles, Jun, 12

Helping family members who are
not interested in the Church come
closer to God, Jun, 49

Lunch Lessons, Roselyn Sant, Jan, 68
Not Just Teaching a Lesson, Diane M.

Tingey, Sep, 52
Powerful Potential of Scripture Stories,

The, Merlin R. Lybbert, Jan, 35
Studying and Teaching the Old

Testament, Henry B. Eyring, Jan, 30
Teaching the Teachers: In the

Classroom, in the Home, Rebecca M.
Taylor, Oct, 62

Teaching the Teachers: Reaching for a
Higher Level, Don L. Searle, Oct, 65

Telling Personal Stories, Richard Nash,
Sep, 48

Voice of Gladness for Our Children,
A, Coleen K. Menlove, Nov, 13

When Children Want to Bear
Testimony, Carl B. Cook, Dec, 29

Tefan, Jean A.
Jeremiah: As Potter’s Clay, Oct, 11

TEMPLE CLOTHING
News, Aug, 78
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TEMPLE RECOMMENDS
To Men of the Priesthood, Gordon B.

Hinckley, Nov, 56
TEMPLE SQUARE

In Light of His Birth, Dec, 34
TEMPLES AND TEMPLE WORK

First Nauvoo Temple: So Great a
Cause, The, Matthew S. McBride,
Jul, 8

Help from the Other Side, Val Farmer,
Feb, 71

How Firm Our Foundation, Russell M.
Nelson, May, 75

I Hope You’ll All Remember Me,
David W. Heyen, Mar, 70

In My Grandmother’s Name, Meg
Vogl, Apr, 55

Inspirational Thoughts, Gordon B.
Hinckley, Apr, 2

Living after the Manner of Happiness,
Marlin K. Jensen, Dec, 56

Nauvoo: A Temple Reborn, Don L.
Searle, Jul, 14 

News, Feb, 74, 77; May, 109; Jul, 74;
Aug, 74; Sep, 74; Dec, 66, 68

“O That I Were an Angel, and Could
Have the Wish of Mine Heart,”
Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 4

Prepare for Blessings of the Temple,
Russell M. Nelson, Mar, 16

President Hinckley and the Nauvoo
Temple, Jul, 24

Rejoice in the Blessings of the
Temple, Dec, 63

Sacred Grove, Sacred Light, Apr, 8
Selections from Addresses of President

Gordon B. Hinckley, Feb, 49
TEMPTATION

Business Travelers: Return with
Honor, Steve Thevenin, Apr, 64

“Follow Me,” Joseph B. Wirthlin, May, 15
It Can’t Happen to Me, James E.

Faust, May, 46
King for Israel, A, Peggy Furniss Lee,

Jun, 21
Overpowering the Goliaths in Our

Lives, Gordon B. Hinckley, Jan, 2
TESTIMONY

Book of Mormon: The Heart of
Missionary Proselyting, The, 
Joseph B. Wirthlin, Sep, 12

Cloud of Witnesses, A, Stephen K. Iba,
Dec, 10

Eternal Life through Jesus Christ,
John M. Madsen, May, 78

Excerpts from The Charted Course of
the Church in Education, J. Reuben
Clark Jr., Sep, 54

Feel the Love of the Lord, Bonnie D.
Parkin, May, 84

I Knew We Needed to Find the Book,
Lynn M. Schlick, Mar, 68

I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go,
William R. Walker, May, 86

Increasing Our Testimonies of Jesus
Christ through Scripture Study,
Mar, 74

Knowing What You Believe,
Believing What You Know, 
Dennis B. Neuenschwander, Sep, 20

Law of Tithing, The, Earl C. Tingey,
May, 10

Making Choices for Eternity, Dieter F.
Uchtdorf, Oct, 26

Nauvoo: A Temple Reborn, Don L.
Searle, Jul, 14 

Priceless Pearl: Alma O. Taylor’s
Mission to Japan, A, Reid L. Neilson,
Jun, 56

Underneath the Bookshelf, Suchat
Chaichana, Jul, 33
0

We Look to Christ, Gordon B.
Hinckley, May, 90

When Children Want to Bear
Testimony, Carl B. Cook, Dec, 29

Were There Not Ten Cleansed? 
David B. Haight, Nov, 24

Thatcher, Randal
Do You Have a Song for Us? Jun, 30

Thomas, Carol B.
Strengthen Home and Family, May, 94

THRIFT
Preparing Youth Financially, Debbie

Woodward, Jul, 72
TIMELINE

Old Testament Times at a Glance,
Jan, 50

Timmons, Sherri
Just a Music Leader? Jul, 55

Tingey, Diane M.
Not Just Teaching a Lesson, Sep, 52

Tingey, Earl C.
Area Authority Seventies: “To Bear

Record of My Name in All the
World,” Oct, 50

Law of Tithing, The, May, 10
TITHING

But How Could I Mention Tithing?
Ross F. Hopkin, Apr, 57

Law of Tithing, The, Earl C. Tingey,
May, 10

Tithing: A Test of Faith with Eternal
Blessings, Robert D. Hales, Nov, 26

We Walk by Faith, Gordon B. Hinckley,
May, 72

TOBACCO
Powerful Cravings, Powerful

Motivations, Gordon B. Lindsay,
Feb, 56

Seven Tips to Prevent Tobacco Use,
Gordon B. Lindsay, Feb, 54

Tobacco: Quitting for Good, Janet
Brigham, Feb, 50

TOLERANCE
Life among Muslims, A, Orin D.

Parker, Mar, 50
More Than Words Can Say, Marilyn

Dimond, Jul, 52
Sharing the Gospel with Sensitivity,

R. Lloyd Smith, Jun, 52
Turner, Jessie E.

Prayer in the Storm, The, Apr, 54

U
Uceda, Juan

Jonah and the Second Chance, Sep, 26
UCHTDORF, DIETER F.

News, Sep, 77
Uchtdorf, Dieter F.

Global Church Blessed by the Voice
of the Prophets, The, Nov, 10

Making Choices for Eternity, Oct, 26
Underwood, Grant

Prophet Joseph Smith’s Use of the
Old Testament, The, Aug, 30

UNITY
Developing Inner Strength, Mary

Ellen W. Smoot, May, 13
Oneness in Marriage, Spencer W.

Kimball, Oct, 40
That They May Be One in Us, D. Todd

Christofferson, Nov, 71
UNWED MOTHERS

Adoption and the Unwed Mother,
LDS Family Services, Feb, 63

V
VanDenBerghe, Paul

mormon.org, Apr, 50
Vaughn, Jennie Ford

Saints in Birmingham, Alabama, 
Jan, 74
VIRTUE
Living as Women of Virtue, Feb, 72

VISITING TEACHING
“For Such a Time as This,” Relief

Society General Presidency, Jan, 64
Visiting Teaching: Getting to the

Heart, Aug, 64
VISITING TEACHING MESSAGE

Delighting in Service and Good
Works, Aug, 63

Finding Nobility in Motherhood and
Joy in Womanhood, Jul, 71

Following the Promptings of the
Holy Ghost, Apr, 74

Increasing Our Testimonies of Jesus
Christ through Scripture Study,
Mar, 74

Living as Women of Virtue, Feb, 72
Loving Lifelong Learning, Sep, 71
Rejoice in the Blessings of the

Temple, Dec, 63
Strengthening Our Marriages,

Families, and Homes, Jun, 67
Sustaining Priesthood Leaders, 

Oct, 56
Understanding Our Divine Nature,

Jan, 67
VISITORS’ CENTERS

News, Apr, 79; Sep, 77
Vogl, Meg

In My Grandmother’s Name, Apr, 55

W
Wach, William M.

Faith of a Child, The, Jun, 69
WALKER, WILLIAM R.

News, May, 106
Walker, William R.

I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go,
May, 86

Walton, Elaine
Children of Divorce, Aug, 36

WAR
“Blessed Are the Peacemakers,”

Russell M. Nelson, Nov, 39
WASHINGTON, D.C.

News, Jul, 78
Watson, F. Michael

Statistical Report, 2001, May, 23
WAYWARD CHILDREN

Hope for Parents of Wayward
Children, Sep, 11

Letting Go without Giving Up, Sep, 8
WEDGES

Hidden Wedges, Thomas S. Monson,
May, 18

WELFARE
Harold B. Lee: Master Teacher, Breck

England, Jan, 14
Wickman, Lance B.

But If Not, Nov, 30
Wilcox, S. Michael

Twelve Spies, The, Mar, 35
Winther, Joseph C.

Because of His Love, Apr, 19
Wirthlin, Joseph B.

Book of Mormon: The Heart of
Missionary Proselyting, The, 
Sep, 12

“Follow Me,” May, 15
Shall He Find Faith on the Earth?

Nov, 82
WISDOM

Quest for Wisdom, The, James J.
Hamula, Jul, 40

WITNESSES
Cloud of Witnesses, A, Stephen K. Iba,

Dec, 10
WOMANHOOD

Charity: One Family, One Home at a
Time, Anne C. Pingree, Nov, 108
Finding Nobility in Motherhood and
Joy in Womanhood, Jul, 71

Happiness in Womanhood, Susan
Easton Black, Mar, 12

Joining in the Mighty Work of God,
Coleen K. Menlove, Oct, 46

Living as Women of Virtue, Feb, 72
Understanding Our Divine Nature,

Jan, 67
Video: Here Am I; Send Me, 

Nov, 101
Woman of Faith, A, Margaret D.

Nadauld, Nov, 73
Women of Righteousness, M. Russell

Ballard, Apr, 66
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

News, Apr, 79
Wondra, Johann A.

Finding Hope in Christ, Dec, 6
Wood, Robert S.

On the Responsible Self, Mar, 27
WORD OF WISDOM

My Obsession with Food, Aleta
Goodman Blackwell, Oct, 57

Powerful Cravings, Powerful
Motivations, Gordon B. Lindsay,
Feb, 56

Selections from Addresses of
President Gordon B. Hinckley, 
Feb, 49

Seven Tips to Prevent Tobacco Use,
Gordon B. Lindsay, Feb, 54

Tobacco: Quitting for Good, Janet
Brigham, Feb, 50

WORK
Come to Zion! Come to Zion! Keith B.

McMullin, Nov, 94
Pathways to Perfection, Thomas S.

Monson, May, 99
WORLDLINESS

King for Israel, A, Peggy Furniss Lee,
Jun, 21

WORLDWIDE CHURCH
Albin Lotriã: Pioneer in Slovenia,

Marvin K. Gardner, Feb, 38
Marvelous Foundation of Our Faith,

The, Gordon B. Hinckley, Nov, 78
Media Spotlight Shines on Church,

Tiffany E. Lewis, News, May, 110
President Hinckley Makes Historic

Visit to Europe, News, Dec, 66
Saints in the Land of the Long White

Cloud, Rebecca M. Taylor, Mar, 42
WORSHIP

Rejoice in the Blessings of the
Temple, Dec, 63

WORTHINESS
Greatest Generation of Missionaries,

The, M. Russell Ballard, Nov, 46
Personal Worthiness to Exercise the

Priesthood, Gordon B. Hinckley,
May, 52

Y
YOUNG WOMEN

Teaming Up for Youth, Jan, 7
Welcoming Young Women to Relief

Society, Mary Lou Harward, 
Feb, 66

YOUTH
Excerpts from The Charted Course of the

Church in Education, J. Reuben Clark
Jr., Sep, 54

Teaming Up for Youth, Jan, 7

Z
ZION

Come to Zion! Come to Zion! Keith B.
McMullin, Nov, 94

Zwick, W. Craig
Taking the Higher Road, Aug, 42



Winter Quarters, by Gregory Sievers

After negotiations with Indian tribal leaders, Church leaders established the town of Winter Quarters on the west side of the Missouri River in September 1846.
About 4,000 Latter-day Saints lived there, with many others living across the river in hundreds of small camps in Iowa.
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Y ou can almost feel the light 
enveloping you as you 
walk onto Temple Square 

at Christmastime. Myriads of 
lights, decorations, and exhibits 
commemorate the mortal birth 

of that Light of the World 
who came as a babe to Bethlehem 

2,000 years ago.
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