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About the Review  

This Executive Summary illustrates the findings of a rapid scoping review of evidence of outdoor 
transmission of COVID-19 commissioned from spear by parkrun.  The review was designed to be 
undertaken rapidly in 15 days and to seek, evaluate and analyse evidence of incidents of outdoor 
transmission of COVID-19, the settings and environments of such transmission, all relevant 
circumstances, and the existence or otherwise of any COVID-19 mitigation measures. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The review was also designed to seek, evaluate and analyse evidence of the prevalence of outdoor 
transmission compared to indoor transmission, and evidence of the impact of high profile mass 
gatherings, both immediately before (e.g. Champions League soccer matches) and during (e.g. Black 
Lives Matter protests) lockdowns. 

In addition, key insights from the extant science and literature are included to set the context and 
understand the caveats that should be considered in interpreting the review findings. 

Finally, considerations for hosts and organisers of events and activities that generate outdoor 
gatherings are presented. 

 

 

 

Review Aims  

 

• Seek, evaluate and analyse evidence of incidents of outdoor transmission of COVID-19 

• Understand context and caveats from the extant science and literature that should be 
considered in interpreting findings 

• Provide considerations for hosts and organisers of events and activities that generate 
outdoor gatherings 
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About spear 

The Centre for Sport, Physical Education & Activity Research (spear) is located within the Faculty of 
Science, Engineering & Social Sciences at Canterbury Christ Church University. spear undertakes a 
range of evidence-led analyses, from critical commentaries and reflections on current policy and 
practice, to commissioned research, evaluation and consultancy. 

The Centre’s research is funded by a range of national and international funders such as the 
International Olympic Committee, World Health Organisation, Terre des Hommes, Department of 
Health, Department for Education, Mencap, Access Sport, Chance to Shine, Premiership Rugby, Youth 
Sport Trust, UK Sport, ukactive, Sports Coach UK, Sport England and Sport Wales. Recent work has 
focused on sport, physical activity, health and wellbeing in schools and communities. 

Research conducted by spear has helped guide and inform public policy by contributing to the wider 
evidence base used by policymakers, providing a rationale for government and commercial 
investment, and steering programme improvements that enhance the experience of practitioners and 
participants. 
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